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I1 am glad to see you and the feelings with-
in me are god blessbiess you peace iebe multiplied
upon the saints and those that are not saints
may they be blessed with that which they
love to that degree that they cannot stay in
this land CAA voice in the stand and 1 baysaty
amen

I1 do respect and love good men and women
it has been natural to meine all the days ofat my
life to do tillsthis and the more of0 the good
spirit that dwells in a man the more that love
of those that are good accumulates in him I1
often speak by figures and sobo did jesuslesus in hishla
day he said 1aamI am thelruethe true vine and mcfathermy father
is the husbandman every branch in me that
bearett not fruit he away and every
branch that bearett fruit hebe purleth it that it
may bring forth more fruit I1 am the vine
ye are the branches he that arideth in me
anelanil I1 in himhirn the same bringeth forth much
firlit for without me ye can do noinolnothinghing
again he bayssays if a man abid th not in me
hebe is cast forth as a branch that is withered
and men gather them and they are cast into 1

the fire and they are burned 11 when a
branch withers and dies the avenues of ththee
sap and nourishment from the root is cut off
and the branch is cut off after it ceases to
live and draw nourishment from the roots

no branch is cut off from the tree while it
Is bearing fruit and cleaves to the tree we
cleave to the vine by our works of0 righteous-
ness

J

and by our works of unrighteousness we
become deirdead and unfruitful then it is ne-
cessary that the unfruitful branch should be
taken away andarid another branch that is more
fruitful should be grafted in we should all
be one like unto a tree and receive intelli-
gence from heaven as the tree receives its
nourishment from the roots

my prayer is from time to time father
baptize the presidency into one spirit and let
ththemm partake of the same element and then
father baptize the twelve and the seven-
ties and every officer in the church and king-
dom of god and also every branch connected
to them that we may all be baptized into one

spiritpinit then we need not fear earth or hell
br wells was speaking of the extension of
our settlements that every inch of ground
that is consecrated to god and the use of his
saints is redeemed from the power of satan
that isif verily true and when the people of
our settlements act like one man in all things
that are revealed unto them it will truly be
soEO but I1 presume brethren you will find
many devils in all these places and they will
be there until they are cast into hell with all
taase that forget god and turn away from
him it is for us to keep them out of our own
bobodieshodleydleydiey itif we do that they will not trouble us

i much resist the dedevilglieli and the scripturecripture
11 aysaye he will flee from you that is hwcewillwillwiil
stand back a little until he can get a better
chance at some future time to make an attack I1

upon you that is his business and it is ours
i to avoid him and keep him far from us our
calling is to do right and to teach righteous-
ness and virtue industry and economy that
we may gain power over the world over the
flesh and over the devil and over all that is
combined to overthrow th a work do you
think they will overthrow it they may
overthrow many of you but they will never
overthrow this church while the world stands
but when amana man loses that good spirit he
looks upon this work as the world look upon
itt he sees no beauty in it he is opposed to it
in his heart

As for the condition of the nation that br
wells has been speaking of we shall never

i secede from the constitution of0 the I1 cited
18tatesstates we shall not stop on the way of pro-
gress

1

but we shall make preparations for
future events the south will secede from
the north and the north will secede from us
and god will make this people free as fast as

I1 treerare are able to bear it they send their poor
I1 miserable creatures here to rule usua IVwhyby it
would be upon the same principle that this
church and authority should send some poor
curse to rule me and my family in my own
housebouse we need good men that are capable
of ruling us and we have them in our midst
take any manmoan there is here and I1 would
rather have him come and rule me and this
people than have any of those poor creatures
that come here what do they know noth-
ingin ohlyonly to come here and undertake to lead
this people astray and them they
would every one itif they hadbad the power
or everyoneevery one that would yield to them we
have to submit to this andio bear it with pa-
tience but let me tell you the yoke is now
off our neck and it isia on theirs and the bow
key islainiainin

the day is not far distant when you will
seegee us as treefree as the air we breathe and we
will be ruled by those men whom gdald al-
mighty ap eints I1lilylive above tholathaiathelaw and

I1 am above them and mean to keep so by
toioiI1 rightrl ht asaa the lord requires usug through0b
thoset whowio dictate and lead us

president youngyung is our leader and has been
all the time sincesincebince the death of joseph smith
tho Propprophethetbet he can govern this people with
hislis hands in his pockets and they are not
governed one whit by the men that are sent
hereaare I1 want to tell it and I1 want they
should know I1 tell it we are going to be
ruled by our father in heaven

anyand the agents
he sends and appoints for us from this day
henceforth and forever i

let usua all go to work and cultivate the earth
beautify and adorn it with trees and shrubs
and plants that never die let us preserve
and sustain and make ourselves independent
both for clothing and for food and also for
herds and flocks and we will be free and
ourpurour enemies will notnet trouble us much more I1
am a witness to what the nation has done to
emthehe people of the saints for thirty years past

theyhey have killed some of the best men 1thathat I1

averever lived and the whole nation sanctioned
it tbthinkinginking they had got rid of the worst men

ever wasVas upon the earth I1 know this to
pebe true 1 I hey nowROW look upon president
youngoung as they looked upon joseph smith asaa
one of the greatest curses that could come I1

upon the earth they have driven us robbed
andd plundered us and when we sought for re-
press thethey aidbald our cause was just but they
could dorngdo nothinghig for us let a man come
inintotoymy house or into yours and serve us as
tthe unitedanted states bavehave served this people and i

would theret er e not be a scrambling we would
soon decdecidei de whether the cause was just or
not I1 canan do it in a family capacity but
telteiterritoriesrr ito lesils and states have notilot got as much
governing power as a man ought to have in
his family I1 do not wish to say any more at
this time amen
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we have always had larger congregations
onan such occasions as this than we have had I1

buildings to accommodate and had it not I1

been that I1 requested the brethren of the city
to tarry at home so as to give room to those
who should come from a distance the house
would bava been crowded to overflowing and
there would have been a large congregation
outside I1 do not know that this side of the 1

day of rest that we are looking for we shall
ever have a building large enough to accom-
modate our condrecongregationsactions when we have
overcome the enemy to righteousness and cancahi

have a thousand years to work unmolested I1ii
think that we then cancall build a room that will
contalacontain as many people as can hear the I1

speakspeakerserys voice we have the privilege it is
true qof assembling in the open air where
mostmoll of01 our conconferencesferencekferen ces have been heldheid

we now enjoy the anniversary of our gen-
eralera conteconleconferencerence the church is thirty one years
old todayto day it seems but a short time butbilt a I1

few days since there were only six members
in this church it seems but a short time
since I1 desired most fervently to see some one
who was a foreigner baptized into this
church I1 well remember how anxious I1 was
ththatat an english preacher belonging to the
independents and with whom I1 was ac-
quaintedquain ted should come into the church that
he could go to his native land and preach the
gospel there what were the feelings of the
few thirty one years ago todayto day

br kimball observedvedy in his remarks that
he could recollect the history of this church
from its beginning and understood the perse
cautions against this people the book of
mormon wasas translated near where we then
resided as we might say in our own neigh-
borhood

gh
bo it was translated about as far
from akerewhere br kimball then lived as it is
from here to little cottonwood and where
joseph first discovered the plates was about
as tarfar from where I1 then lived as it is from
heretohereherd to Provoprove here we would have consider-
ed the discoverer of those plates and the tran-
slator ofoe the book of mormon as one of our
neighbors we are in the habit here of travel-
ing more frequently and further than we
were there from the time that joseph had
his first revelation in the neighborhood where
br kimball and I1 then lived appears but a
few daysdaya since then this people have pas-
sed through experienced and learned a great
deal

if there is a person in the midst of the lat-
ter day saints one who has named the name
of christ as a latter day Saint that can askas k for
any more literal testimony than we have I1 do
not know what he would ask he might
wish to see some person that had power to
bring fire down from heaven should such a
person appear the exercise of that power
would by no means prove that hohe was a mes-
senger of salvation or suppose that I1 should
geeseebeegee a man capable of raising the dead every

hour in a day could I1 merely for thattha believebelieve
he was sent of god no sornsome may ththink
it strange but should I1 see a man comecolne along
here and cast histcane on the floor and it be-
come a serpent and run out of the door wouldwoul1

I1 any more for that believe that nan to be
sent of god no I1 would not were I1 to
see a person fill the air with living creatures
turn he dust into life or the river jordan into
blood do you suppose I1 would any more for
that consider that man sent of god not in
the least there is but one witness one
testimony pertaining to the evidevidenceanceonce of the
gospel of tteteethe son of god and that is the
spirit that he diffused among his disciples
do his will and we shall know whether be
speaks by the authority of the father or of
himself do as he commands us to do and
we shall know of the doctrine whether it is
of god or not it is only by the revelationsrelationsre
of the spirit that we can know the things of
god

suppose that we should see a man capable 1

of raising the deadand hege should say conse-
quently I1 ought to be the leader of the church

the legitimate heir that god has appointed
to perform his work in the listlast days would
I1 for that believe him no I1 have never
seen the day since I1 arrived at the years of
discretion when it would have made any
difference in my feelings almost one of the
first things I1 read in the bible was that saul
in his darkness and unbelief called on the
witch of endor for a revelation and she had
power to raisrals Samuel from the dead what
proof wastwas thathat that she was a saint of god if
the people want any more witness than they
have I1 do not know what they would call for
seek for the spirit of truth and that will
bring all things to your remember ance that
jesus and performed all that has
been is and that which is to come soBO far as
may be necessary that is the spirit by
which joseph spoke

I1 am tthankful that wegre live to see this davday
andlind have the privilegepririlee of assembling ourselves
in these valleys we are not nowdow mingling in
the of strife waring and contention

that we would have been obliged to have
mingled in had not the lord suffered us to
have been driven to these mountains one of
the greatest blessings that could have been
visited upon us it has been designed1 for
many generations to hide up the saisaintsants in the
last days until the indindignationI1gn a tion of the al-
mighty be over his wrath will be poured
out upon the nations of the earth we see
the nations steadily driving along to the pre-
cipice the lord has spoken from the heav-
ens and he is about to fulfillfulfil the prophecies
of his ancient and modern prophets liehe will
bring the nations into judgment and deal
with ahern and make a full end of them do
you wish to seeape it done todayto day pre-
pared for the crisis that will eventually comeecome
no

I1 have frequently thought upon the prepa-
ration hprepay

that is necessary suppose ttheI1 wordor
abshouldouid come return and build up the centre
stake of zion are we ready for it no
I1 have often alluded to our mechanics we
have not a mechanic that would know how to
lay the first stone for the foundation of the
wall around the new Jerusajerusalemlemilemp to baytay noth-
ing about the templestermtemm pieaplea of0 our god are you
prepared for the day of vengeance to come
when the lord will consume the wicked by
the brightness of his coming no then do
not be too anxious for the lord to hasten his
work let our anxiety be centered upon this
one thing ane sanctification of our own
hearts the purifying of our own affections
the preparing of ourselves for the approach
of the events that are hastening upon us
this should be our concernconcert this should be our
study this should be our daily prayer and
not to be in a hurry to see the overthrow of
the wicked be careful for itif they were all
to be overthrown at once how many would
there be left that are called saints not as
many as I1 would have remain not as many
as you would like to have remain we are
prepared for the day that is approaching let
us then prepare ourselves for the presence of
our master for the coming of the son of
man the wicked and the ungodly are pre-
paring for their own utter overthrow and the
nation inill which we live is doing so as fast as
the wheels of time can roll and ere long sud-
den destruction will come upon them seek
not to hasten it but be satisfied to let the lord
have hisbis own time and waywavy and be pa-
tient seek to have the spirit of christ that
we may wait patiently the time of the lord
and prepare ourselves for the times that are
comingcomingt this is our duty

we aarere blessed in these mountains thiathis is
the best place on the earth for the latter
day saints search the history of all the
nations and every geographical position on
the face of the earth and you cannot find
another situation so well adapted for thothe
saints as are these mountains here is the
place in which thothe lord designed to hide his
people be thankthankfulfulforfor it be true to your
c and be faithful each and every

one how frequently we hearbear from one an-
other be ready to receive the truth if
it lais contrary to our feelings let it be everevenev er
so oppositepp0 ite to our own feefeelingslims or affections
recereceive ttheh e words of counsel from those who
are appointedpplappl ted to lead usua how my heart
longs to boesoe the brethren and sisters in a con-
dition that when the words of truth and virtue

righteous words of counsel are poured
upon them they will meet like drops of water
meeting each other how I1 long to seiseksee the
brethren when they hear the words of truth
poured upon them ready to receive those
words because they are perfectly congenial
to their feelings and every soul exclaim

those words savor of the spirit that isis in me
they are my delight my meat and my drink
1theyhey are the streams of eternal life howbow con-
genial1 anial they are instead of their being con-
trary to my beelinfeelingsgo

it 1I or any other manmar give counsel that
meets with opposition that intrudes upon
the affections meditations and feelings of the
people and is13 harsh to their ears bitter to
their souls it isis either not the words of truthytruth
or they have not the fountain of life willim
themythem one of the two if the lord speaks
from the heavens reveals his will and it
comes in contact with our feelings and notions
of things forwith our judgment swe are destitute
of that fountain oiot truth which we should
possess itif our hearts are filled with the
spirit of truth with the spirit of the lord
no matter what the true words from heaverheaven
are when god speaks all his subjects shout

hallelujah praise god we are ready to receive
those woldswords for they are true much hashaa
been said in regard to the government in
which we live we saygay that it is the best
form otof human government upon the earth
the laws and institutions are good but howbow
cancall a republican government stand did

I1 you ever ask yourselves this question I1
I1 wonder whetherer our great men of the nation
have eeverer asked themselves this question
the heads of diedifbarentdifferent departments govern-
ors judjudgeses cabinet officers senators repre-
sentativessenta tives presidents I1 wonder whether they
ever ask tthemselvesemselves the question how can
a republican government stand there is18
only one way for it to stand it cancall endurendure
but how it11 can endure as the government
of heaven endures upon the eternal rock of
truth and virtue and that is the only basis
upon which any government can endure let
the people become corrupt let them begin to
deceive each other and they will all deceive
themselves as our government has when
we made application to the general govern

i ment for a restoration of our property and
rights in missouri if martin van buren bad

I1 said 64yes I1 will restore your lands to you
and will defend you in the possession of your
rights itif I1 have power and if I1 have noamynot my
name shall not remain as president of the
united states he could have reinstatedinstatedre usua
in our rights A few words from the zengengeneraleralgral
government to the government of missouri
would havehave restored to us our lands and stayed
the operations of the mob if van buren had
said be still or I1 will chasten youyon and keep
sacred the oath of my office wewa should not
have been mobbed audand the nation would not
have been asaa it isis todayto day

our present president what isis his strength 9

it is like a rope of sand or lekeilke a rope made
I1 of water he is as weak as water what can
hebe do veryverr little has he power to execute
the lawsjaws no I1 am an american born citizen

born under the green mountains in ver-
mont from whose summits you can look down
upon the atlantic states and I1 feel chagrined
and mortified when I1 reflect upon the condi-
tion of my nation of late at timestunes I1 hayehay
almost wished that I1 had been born inirl a for-
eign nation I1 feel disgraced in having been
born under a government that has so little
popowerver disposition and influence for truth and
rrighthtt but I1 cannot help it what isis the
cause of their weakness and imbecility they
have left the paths of truth and virtue they
have joined themselves to falsehood they
have made lies their refuge they have turnedturne
aidealde the innocent from their rights and jus-
tified

U
the iniquitous doers they have jus-

tified thieving and lying and every species of
debauchery they have fostered those whwho
have purloined money out of the public treas-
ury thosechose who have plundered the coffers orof
the people and have said let it be so you
secrete my faults you assist memoe to plunder
and deceive and I1 am with you to cover up
your iniquity shame shamebhame on the rillers
of the national I1 feel myself diszdisgracedracedgraced to hail
such men as my countrymen though I1 think
I1 shall live through it I1 wwillii I1 endure it auakl
well as I1 can but the corruption the iniquity
and the deception of men in high places hA

manmoan can tell
I1 have previouslyevious I1y relatedre one little circum-

stance wwhichich occurred not long ago illustra-
tive of the mode in which payment 4f claims
against the government is someBomesometimestimea secured
A certain gentleman bad attended many
eionsions of congress trying to get payment of a
laimclaim due to widows and orphans but couldcoid


