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and universal a sensation has never
been created as by the receipt of the
addresses of the prussian minkinstrystry
the gravity of the situation iJF patent
to ever body

AN houriHOUR OF TERROR
gifif you please maam saidisaid bet-sy ththee hired help prpresenting her-

self in the doorway with her arms
dripping with hot soapsudssoap suds and
her calico skirts festoonfestooneded about
her sspare form in a way which
worth evernever would have imagined
lltheres an insane man in the
barn

I1 had just settled myself comfort
ably down to my morning task of
coloring a cluster of slenderblender stem
med blue hare bells which donald
had brought in a trophy of his be
fore breakfast walk up the moun-
tain baby was sweetly sleeping
under the pink lace draperies of her
crib tommy and little donald
were fishing for minnows iain the
meadow stream and I1 was heartily
congratulating myself upon the suc-
cess of my idea of renting a moun-
tain cottage fofarfar from the busy
haunts of men s for the sultry sum-
mer months

Wbwhereere 1I to myself as I1
glanced around the cool little libra-ry with its homemadehome made hangingshanningshang ings of
butterflybut leahy patterned chintz its japa-
nese screens and the decorated
chinachini which I1 myself had arranged
on impromptu and bracketsjnqu all the dusty heated city willwili
you fiodfind afook like this with the
scent of giant pine trees floating in
at the casement and the whistling
of the blackbirds filling up the sisiysir
lence I1 declare it is enough to in
spire anyone I1 could almost write
a novel or an epic if it for
baby and the children and my
flower painting and the tarts and
syllabubssylla laubsbubs and frozen bustardscustardscustards that
betsey cant be got to compre-
hendhandiii

thusthum lapped in elysian dreams
and secure in my own estimation
betteysBet announcement came likilklikeilke0 a
thunderclapthunder clap upon my hearing I1
dropped my camels hair pencil and
sateat gazing blankly upon her ghastly
countenance

19 A whalwhat I1 gasped
llanan insane man maamalmaamam s

11 said
betsey 16 leastways thatI1a what
deacon shouted out as he
was a gallopin by on horseback to
catch the down train with the mail
bag hollerin good and loud as hes
aware I1 faint quick ol010 hearin 1 tellteli
your says he to call the
children in theres an insane man
in the barn saysbays he

but betsey cried 1I involun-
tarily Outclutchingehingching at the babas crib
11it cant be possible

what deacon fadeley
said maam and ill take my bible
oath to itiit said betsey nodding
her head with a countenance ex-
pressive of entire conviction s

then why he come to our
help I1 exclaimed wringing my
hands helplessly

dont know maam s said bet-
sey unless it was theohe mail train
like timem and tide in the spelling
book waits for no man

icbut what are we to do I1 al
almost sobbed my courage and pres-
ence of mind nearly deserting me
as I1 pictured totv myself the horrible
vision of a crazy lunatic dancing
about among the hatchets scythe

hay cutters in the barn
dont know maam said bet-

seysen viewing me with a sort of mild
contempt as one of the helpless city
ladies who become powerless under
the presence of any sudden efreremer-
gencygency unless you call in the boysboye
and lock the barn doors just as quick
as possible

I1 looked appealingly atai betsey
betsey says 1I would you

mind locking the barn dolorsidoors like a
dear good soul while I1 run after
donald and tommy

betsey cleared her throat
1em-

phatically
not if I1 know it malaral said

shshe 16191I hant no more partiality
than other folks for crazy people
my uncle he was awlsassistanttan t keeperkeener
in the dunksvalle lunatic asylum
and he was ckchoked to death by one
of the patients forfortyforryy odd years ago
and I1 dont mean that sort of thingthino
shallshail run in the family maam nolnott
if I1leanicancu help it

athenthen cried IsI1 driven to sudden
resolve stay here with the baby
betsey dontpont leave her for your
lirelife while igoI1 go after the boys good
heavens if the wretch should be
attacking them even bowlnow

with almost superhuman speed
and swiftswiftnessnass X ran down
along the edge of the woods seized
tommy and donald each by one
hand and dragged them home not

even pausing to explain matters to
their bewildered little ears

come children comelcome I1 pant-
ed oh do make hastelbaste we must
get back to the house immediately Js11

buibut ivedvelve left my fishing hook
mamma pleaded donald with a
longing lingering look over hishia
shoulder

cant we stopatop in the barn mam-
ma s cried tommy to see if mr
jones has sent the cosset iamblamb he
promised us

Ig children said 1I pausing to re-
gain my breath at your peril keep
away from the barnibarril there is a crazy
man there heaven only knows
what violence he mavmar attempt toto
perroperreperpetrate run to the house run
as fast as you canican

and pausing only to see them
flying like swift little antelopes uato fthe terraced slopes of the lawnjawn I1
liasthastenedened with blanched cheeks and
wildly beating heart to the barn
and was fortunate enoughL to ncuremure
both doors by wooden bars and out-
side buttons only before the atten-
tion of a broad laced bristly haired
ruffian was sufficiently attracted to
induce him to present his moonlikemoon like
countenance at one of the stable
window s

Awithout heed to his frantic ges-
tures and loudly shouted words I1
fled back to the house and sank
nearly faintly on the chintz sofa
with both hands clasped over my
eyes

1I declare for itt though that was
real betteysBet admiring
comment as she hurried to bring
the camphor and red lavender to my
rescue

Amammalamma will he kill us whis-
peredpered Donald who waswaa a timid child
and clung close to me

shall I1 cut oftoff his headherrl with my
tin sword mamma bawled tom-
my the irrepressible

betsey I1 cried rousing myself
to the paramount necessity of not
fafainting placeace bourseyourselfpourseifselfif at the
window watch by 13

yes rumlumum
explain to them our dreadful

predicament I1 went on isumbumsum-
mon help the instant it appears
and above all keep every door and
casement locked and bolted iestjest the
fiend in inhumanhuman shape shouldhould break
loose and attack us theres anoldan oldoid

I1rifle upstairsup stairs in the garret
there betsey I1 added with a sud-
den ration

yes rumum saidisaid betsey ebubutt it
airniraintuitkit jjustlist in first rate order
I1 calculate

therealthere either stock nor
lock to it mamma chimed inin
tommy 1I loaded it with ashes
last week and put in pebbles for
bullets and it fire off worth
a cent

but theres a carvingearving knife and
the potato manimamamma sug-
gested donald

I1 looked at the clock only eleven
it would be six houhoursirs at the very
nearest lefokebehor e my husband would
return from the city suppose
thibthis vasaNasaas a lonely and eel tomlom tra
meled neighborhood a mere branch
from the main thoroughfare which
traversed the valley like a gigantic
artery and the hypothesis was by
no means so very unlikely as it
might seem that there should be
absolutely ro passerspassersbyby between
that time and this

96betsey said I1 thibthis wont do I1
believe my hair millliiill tumturn white
with this terrible agony of sus-
pense

maam said betsey who had
the shakespearian faculty of nonott
marking withal

either you or I1 must go for
hehelpheip2

11 1I uttered very distinctlyafif it for goingolbrightright past
the barn door T mind
said betsey

its fastened betsey I1 plead-
ed

buibut them there wooden bubut-
tons

t
amount to nothing

said betsey and only spose he
jumpsjumpa out at me

I1 waswag j about to reproach bet-
sey with having none of the ele-
ments of the heroine in her compo-
sition when little donald who had

himself in the garret windowwindo
to watch came tumbling head over
heels into the room wita tommy
close behind

mammalmamma mammamammal they shout-
ed in chorus theres somebody
coming and we guess iehitis deacon
wadsleyGadsley on horseback riding back
from the train P I1

11 top himlhim I1 gasped for
marcya sake arop himhimly

heshea a makin straight for the
barn maammaadi baldeaid betsey ahu
had stretched the skinny length of
ierhenher neck further out of the window
thanathan I1 dared theshes heard that
ellers hohollerinbierin hes unbarring
the big doors land ol010 liberty

with a long breath there comes
the poorspoor crazy out with a
hop skip and jump wal ifit dea-
con wadsley likes to risk it I1

ell1I have heard of instanceinstances I1
said faintly where some particu-
lar individual exercises unbounded
influence over the mind of the in-
sanesane and

at thisthia moment however Deacon
wadsley himself knocked briskly at
the door I1 made haste to open it

be ye all crazy here aldealdEinidhaldi the
deacon with a broad amille upon
hishia sun burned countenance tyeiflyeye
aint what in the name of all crea-
tion possessed yese lo10 shut up my soneon
hiram in the barn

your son hiramlhiram 1 I1 gasped
feebly was that your son hi-
ram I1 I1 thought it waswaa an insane

11man
11whathatly roared deacon GadGasleydaley
betsey said that you shouted out

as you rode by atellelieilell your mistress
foto call the children in an
insane man in the barnbarri ls I1

good je cried he dea-
con slapping his knee how folks
will get things twisted around I1
never said no such thing what I1
did say was theres a tame lamb
in thetha barn 1 ivelve promised one to
them boysboya 00f yours dverever since they
came up here and this morning our
himhinhiram fetchedfeteliedclied cmem a little
cosset and there he is munchlus
clover down there with hiram
holdin on to hisliis rope and you

srsed it was a crazy maniman hajhasha hasha
ha well that does beat all roshosho
ho hoilhoi

the deacons machinations echoed
through my little parlor like the re-
verberationsverberations of a thunderstorm I1
I1 eked reproachfully at betsey as
the primal cause of filallailI1 the panic
that damsel however evinced no
sign of discomfiture it was not herhep
way

wal s said betsy slowly 1I al-
ways was a little hard olohearinhearin 9

everalevereven sincenealI1 had the scarlet fever
twenty two years ago come septem-
ber and imposeI1 spose were all liable to
mistakes

that waswaa the end of our hourilour of
terror B retired to herlier wash-
ing deacon gadfly went his way
chuckling the children rushed
whooping out to the barn where
hiram we victim ol01 linstins
nate ruisruie und stood amil
ing broadly with the tame lambiamb atit
his side bravely tied up in blue rib-
bons and I1 looked in the glass
secretly thankful that my hair had
not turned gray

for ridiculous as it all seems to
write downindown in black and white it
was a real horror at the time and
I1 never could look at the innocent
little lamb afterwardsafterward without a
curious flutterflutteringln at my heart
vaguely suggestive of the apprehen-
sions I1 had undergone saturday
cigal

nothing like logic
0

there aa nothing like loglogicleandand
every thoughtful man ought to keep
a package of it 0onn hand to use in
cases of emergency A countryman
was told by a schoolmaster that the
earth is round and turns roundrounds and
liehe stared in astonishment and then
said iiivilillell jest tryantry an experiment
for myself 11 thetho next day he came
back with a triumphant proof that
the schoolmasters yarn was all non-
sense ef the earth turns he
said inquisitively then half the
time we are on top and half the
time under aint we mostalost as-
suredlysu was the reply well
the earth stopslop curnin round
last night for the first time did it

probably not eaid the school
master now then went on the
logician triumphantly see how
foolish you be why dont you try
experiments before you scare peordeorlele
by telling suehsuch stocstories itbait even-
in when I1 went home I1 put a

nicely balanced on a stick
that I1 stuck ioir the ground if the
earth had moved a quarterquarter of an
inch all night thathat tater would
have dropped sure but when I1 got
up this morningmornin there it
as I1 left it we dont want no such
nonsense taught here this
closes todayto day and your bill to date
will be paid

A young man who was proud of
highim atheism was once ridiculing the
story of david and goliath assert-
ing that it was impossible for a
small boy to throw a stone with
circle enough to break the skull of a
giant he appealappealedrd to a quaker in
confirmation of his theory well
said the man of preju-
dices gittitit all depends if thothe giantsglants
head wasaswas as soft Asas thine appears to
be it could be done easily
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