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How the Goapel 13 Preacked by the Elders—
Value of ,the Traiulng they Recelve—HIs-
torical Compllation of Experiences cof the
Elders would be Interesting—Prospecis of
the Rising Generation—Faith of the Anclents
Reestored—Fulfilment of the Destiny of the
Church cannot be Hindcred-The Saints
Purified by Trialk

It is exceedingly pleasing fo me—
and I have nodoubt it is to all the
Latter-day Sainte—to hearthe testi-
mony of the rervants of God who
have gone forth as missionaries to
thie nations of the earth, and have
returned bearing a faithful testi-
mony concerning the work of God,
and giving their experience in de-
claring the word unto the people.

The labors of the Kiders of thig
Church are, in some respects, the
most extraocrdinary of all the labors
of the children of men with which
I am acquainted. The preaching of
what is called the Gospel is net un-
¢omwon, There are thousands up-
on thousands of men who profess to
be ministers of life. and salvation,
and to be servants of the Lord Jesus
Cliriet, who devote their lives to the

il

able him to aceomplizsh the missicn !

upon which he had been sent.

As a people, brethren and sisters,
we do not appreciate the value of
this training, I am ecatiefled that
we ourselves scarcely comprehend
the blessing there Js in such educa-
tional oonditions. In an age of al-
most universal skepticism it 1s of
the utmost value to us as a people
that we should receive the training
thatour Elders get when they go
abroad among the mnations of the
eirth preaching the gospel. With.
out it we should lack opportuni-
ties of testing the Lord, of being
tested oureelves in regard to our
faith, of proving to curcown satisfac-
tion that God lives, and that God
hears and answers prayer, snd that
He doe¢s interpose in behalf of the
humble, the weak and the insignifi-
cant when they approach Him in
faith in the name of Je:us and ssk
for this interposition. A perusal of
the journals of the Eliders of this
Church who have kept daily record
of that which they have endured
and witnessed, and the various in-
cidents of their missions would be
a8 Interesting as the acts of the
Apostles in the New Testament; for
(God has manifested Himse!f in the
most extraordinary manner in their
behalf., Many of this pecp'e, before
they heard of the organization of the
Chureh, read the acts and teachings
of the Apostles and of the Bavior,
and also Paul’s Epistle, and thelr
souls yearned for a day of surh
power upon the earth, Many who
are here {o-day, many thousands
throughount this Territory, who

preclamation of those principles
which they esfeem necessary to
salvalien.

thiny  lor men

are now connecled with this Church
have wished tuat they could have

But it is not a common l'lived &t a time when theseaci{s were
to go forth,|being performed, when such men as

putting their trast in God and rely- | are described in the New Testa-
ing upon Him for that sustenance | ment had an existence upon the
whivh is nocessary to enable them |earth. But the history of the Kl-

to live and to
sions. We bave mis:ionaries of va-
rious denominations whe have come
here, as they say, to enlighten us,
to dissipale our errors, to put us on
the right path, and to point ouf to
us a better plan of salvation than
that which we possess, Buaf they
coms here because they are paid to
come, They make their living by
coming.
of the physician or surgeon, who
comes here administer to our physi-
c¢al ailments, In this res

It is a profession like that

pecet the

E!ders of this Church differ from all
othiers. They go out withou! purse

and scrip, relying upon the rd,

putting thelr trust in

im,devoting

thelir time their energies, and the

ability thst God has given unto

them for the purpose of enlighten-
their fellow men concerning that

which they Enow tobe the truth, 1
do not know any :
than this that men could give to
their fellow men of tLeir sincerity.
And when men go forth in this way
they ste very likely to live so that
the apirit of the mighty God of Ja-
eob will be with them, they are like-
1y to feel after if, to seek In faith to
abtain God’s blessing. When a man
ja hungry, when heis with money,
when he has mno friends, he
is very apt to feel after some Being
that has power; if he has any faith
in God he is very apt to exercise i,
and by the constant exerclse of that
faith, if he did not know before he
went upon his mission that God
lives, that God is near, that He hears
and answers prayer, he would be
very likely to learn these things
befoie a great while, and to become
strengthened in his faith so that he
would ask, believing when he did
asX that he would recelve the very
thing that he desired. Godin His
mercy has commanded His peopls
to take thiscourse., He has com-
manded His Xlders to go forth and

pach His Gospel, not for a salary,
not for hire, not for the sake of en.
joying pleasant times and the favor
of mankind, but that they may be
the means in His hands of saving
the world and of bearing such a tes-

timony to the world concerning this
Gﬂﬂpef that it will be left without

excuse, at thesame time Pl'ﬂmhiﬂgr

His servants that He would raise up
friends to them that they should
have their needs sapplied. Itisone
os the most remarkable things con-
neoted with this Church, that from
the €@ay it was founded until the
present time no man has gone forth
called of God to proclaim the Goapel
n fzith, but he has returned
bearing testimony that God bhas
opened his way, that God has fed

him, that nas clothed him, that
God has it into the hearts of peo-

to w;pht him, that he heas trav.
fﬁ: by sea, traveled by land, trav-
eled amongst  sirangers in Ilands

where strange languages were spok- |

en—yet at no timme has he ever lack.

greater evidence

perform their mis- | ders of this Church—ithe miracles

and manifestations of God’s power
which they have witnessed and
been the instruments in performing
—would make & book far larger than

any record we have had handed
down to us.

Lo-day, ihe existence of God may
be said to be only known by person-
al experience, 10 comparatively few
people. Thousands throughout
Christendom thick they know, te.
cause of their traditions, that God
lives and that Jesus is the Son of
God. Their fathers, their mothers,
their priests, their school teachers,
have indocirinated them with the
idea that there is sueh a Being as
(God, and that Jesus his Son is the
Savior and redeemer of the world,
and they fancy they know and un-
derstand these things., RBut how
many are there who can testify, by
personal experience that they know
tbat God lives? How many can say
that they have askedfor and re-
celved, through imploring in the
name of Jesus, the very blessings
that they desired and needed? Com-
paratively few people out of the
masses that llve upon the earth,
Hence it is that God has removed
himeelf far from them, and they say
there is no use in calling upon Uod,
there is no use in inculcating a be-
lief that he will hear and
and answer prayer, that he will
Interpose in behalf of indivlduals, or
that he will suspend—touse another
phrase—great natural laws to ae-
complish certain resulis. Yet God
does not suspend natural laws when
Heinterposes in behalf of His peo-
ple. We are told in the New Testa-
ment that Jesus ascended in the
sight of certain individuals into
heaven., Che law of gravitation ap-
parently may be said to have been
suspended, or the law which con-
fines bodies to the earth, the Jaw by
which we are governed; but. the
Savior understood a higher law; He
understood laws by which he coul:
accomplish this, and at the pame
time not interfere with the general
law that governs human bodies, and
so in all these matters God can n-
terpose His power; He can hear and
answer the prayers of those who are
humble and seek unto Him. e
can give unto them the desires of
their hearts in & way that is His
own; He can operats by unscen in-
fluences upon men’s minds, and
lead them 1o do certain things that
will result in the fulfilment of the
desires of others, concerning which
they have nﬂeretf their prayers unto
the Lord. In this respect the Lat.

|

ed for food, raiment or any of theg . |

ter-day Saints occupy, 2o far as I
know, & unigque position,

Brother Nicholson remarked that
he could see among the young men
who had gone forth to preach of
late years, a wonderful zeal, and
growth in faith. This will be more
and more the case, The agencies
that are now at work in our midst,
our Sunday Schools=the gcholars of

thinge which were necessary to en.' which uumber upwards of thirty'

thousand-—our Young Men’s and
Young Women’s Associatlons. ~the
maembers of which are numbered by
thousands—are doing a vastamount
of goed. The young are being train-
¢ed in the reading of the Bcriptures,
And whocan read the seriptures
witaout belleving that God is, snd
that He hears and answers prayer?
What is there in the Bible to lead a
reader to believe that faith shall not
P& ®xercised to-day as much as st
any time in the world’s history,
crthat revelation from God shail
not be enjoyed to-day as much as
1800 years ago? He who 1eads the
Bible ana belisves in the eqality o
man, believes in the justice of God,
and His unchangeable character,
that He is the sam - Yyesterday, to-
day, and forever, will have faith
spring upin his heart concerning the
tne possibility of having Enowledg«
from God, and of God’s spe:king, of
sending His messenge:s to the earth
to-day =8 well as He did io ancient
days. 1 do not believe that a child
can be found who, if the New Tes-
tamert be given to him or to her,
and he or she read it without the
bias which comes from the interpo-
gition of friends and the c.mments
of teachers, will not have faith in
Glod, and will not desire to Enow
why it is that God does not work
miracles in these days, and why
God’s power is not manifested now
ag it was in ancient days. 'I'hece

God; because he contended that the
sou's of men in the nineteenth cen-
tury were as precious in the sightof
God as they were in the fi si cen-
tury of the Christian IEra or at any
{ime anterior to that era; becaure he
declared that God was the same in
these daye as he was in ancient
days; because he declared that God
was not & God who made distinction

among his creatures; that he
did wmot  manifest light to
one generation and refuse

it to another who were equally faith-
ful in seeking for it—because be de

clared these doctrines in this nation
and in this age his life was sacrific-
ed. Our existence to-iay in these
monntalus, the exisfence of Utah as
a Territory in its present form, is
due to religious intolerance, and is
due also to the fact that a commu-
nity has grown up who contend for
religious equality before God, who
claim tr:at they are »8 ¢ood as their
fathers in the sight of God, who con-
tend that, however weak and fal-
lible they miay be, they at least are
the children of God, and tre hesa
vensare as open to them, if they
nave equa! faith, as they were to
their fathers who lived 1,500 or 2,000
or 8,000 years ago, Utah became an
erganized territory because of this
fact; that there had bsen begotton
in the hearts of the people the feel-
ing to seek afler God as their fathers
did, to seck for him that they m'ght
find him and obtain knowledge from

inquiries will natorally spring up
in their heart:, and their desire to

naural to
thoughts would be. Certainly,
they will have no idea unless they
are taught it that these gifis and

ed by men upen the earth, It s
false teaching that generates
such idcas in the mind
of the children of men,not the Bible
itself, not the New Testament, not
apything that is writien within
either of those books, but they are
ideas that come from oulside of the
Bible. DBat it is eaid if these things

manifestations now as they
ancient days? Why is it that God
dees not speak'now? Why is it that
angels do not minister unto men
now? Why 1is it that the Holy
Ghost is nut poured out now? Why
are there no persons pcssessing the
giit of healing, and other raanifesta-
tions of the power of Goi? Why is
it that Christendom has been for
ages without these blessings and
gifts ia their miisl?

These are very reasonable in-
quiries, and the answer to them 1is
to be fouund in the history of the
Church, in this fact: that mankind
would not permit a servant of Jesus
to live in their midst whe did such
things, from the days of Himself
and tiis apostles down to the days
of the restoration of the Gospel in
its purity to the earth, In-
spired men have not besn
permiited to live in their midst.
Even men who professed to have a
little light, who did not pro-
fess to have received revelation, but
who claimed that in was their pri
vilege to seek unto God and to find
Him acd to obtain knowledge from
Him, toa certain extent, were per-
secuted unto death, Read the his-
tory of the various reformed church-
es from the days of the Apostles
down until the present time, or to
within 50 years, and you will find
that this has always been the re
eult, Mankind have been determin-
ed that a reformed religion, and
certainly reveclatien from God,
rhould not be introduced in their
midsi. They would not haveit.
We have seen it in our own age, in
this enlightened nation, oecupying
the foremost rack of all the nations
of theenith, prominent for liberty,
and for the freedom of its govern-
ment, laws and institutitons.

Joseph Smith, the Prophet of
God, did no$ arrogate to himself any

superiorily over his fellows,
but he eaid that cvery man
might  bas a prophet  of

God, might have the.lestimony of
Jesas Christ if he would live for it
He did not go among the people =nd
#ay, “I have been chosen and elect-
ed to be romething superior to all
(he rest of wyou; I have received
blessings which no other man ean
receive.”’ This was not his doctrine
nor his teaching, but he said that
every man that would obey the Gos-
pel of the Lord Jesus Christ and
have the ordinances administered to
him by one having authority,should
receive the Holy Gh-st and that
wonid r ake him a prophet, it would
fill him with the Spirit of God

biessings are no longer tuo be enjoy-|not satisfy this

him for themselves, not conteut to

share in these blessings will be as | read of the blessings, of the powers,
them &s any other |and gifts, and of the ordinances of

salvation that were extended to
others, thousands of years ago. The
mere reading of these things would
people Nothing
short of the actual realization of the
blessings would satisfy the yearn-
ings of their soul. And they stand
to-iay as a living protest against
religious intoleranece, and in favor of
the old faith that existed upon the
earth thousands of years ago. seek-
ing for the old paths, t.ach:ng their
children that God is the same to-

have not ceased, if it was not the | day that he ever was,and that they
| will of God that they should cease, | must seek unto Him as th-y did
why is it that we do not have these|in ancient days to obtain know
had in | ledge of Him and from Him. And

we began in this way: The Lord
commanded us to go without purse
or gcrip—a good way of testing us
to see whether our des!res to know
Him were real or not—to go out in
the mids: of & cruel and unfeeling
world, opposed to us, opposed t) the
ideas we enterlained, prie-ts fecling
as they did in nancient days, that
their craft wos in danger. *Why,”
said they, ‘‘here are wmen who
will destroy all cur creed, We shall
have no pay for our preaching if this
becomes popular, our profession will
be destroyed,” and from the day that
proclamation was masade to the
present time thestrongest opponents
of this Church and of this pecple
have been men who p:each for hire,
and whose creeds have been in dan-
ger by the proclamation of these
truths, To-dsy religious conven-
tions cannot be held without ‘“Mor-
monism being introduced and ad-
vanced as eomething against which
the power of the nation should be
directed.

The Lord has been with us and
has helped us or we could not have
done -what has been done. It hsa.
been his blessing, it has been the
manifestation of His power, that
has shielded and upheld this people.
His word has gone forih concerning
this work, It will not return unful-
filled. Commencing with six mem-
bers, this Church has increased un-
til it isa power in the ear h, and
there is no nation which has mnot
heard jof this strange people living
in the midst of the Rocky DMoun-
tains. The ideas we have taught
are revolutionizing the earth, silent-
ly and slowly in some respects,
but neverthel-8s thoroughly.

|

sadvocate wield a
here do not fully understand, This
will increaze. Asa 1l have said to
you and to others, the qualities tnat
are possessed by the Luiterday
Saints will never die. They can-
not die unless you kill the people
themselves,
thds work! When you desiroy the
Church of Christ, and virtue, union,
industry, frugality and temperace
from the face of theearth, the wo:ld
will destroy **Mormonism,” as it is
called. But a people with svch
qualities as we exhibit, as God has
developed wilhin ue, cannot be
killed. Ideas have teen begotien

tinue togrow and increase until
they flll the whole earth, because
they are true an ¢ divine. Ift: ere
were only half a dozen men Jeft

which is the spirit of propheec;; and
because he declared this; Eecau;a he

declared the equality of man befors '

—
continue to grow and gather ad
her nts and spread on the right
hand and on the left
The principles are indescribable i
their character, A faith has beey
begotten, a faith been born that w
countinue to live and increase ang
spread abroad, from the very fa
that it is true, and truth alwa
finds a lodgement in the hearts¢
the honest, There i1s no way to de
stroy this unless those who entqg
taio a belief in it are destroyed
That can be done, but it isnot likel
to bedone. It wus done in theday
of the Apostles, for the reason th
the chuiches were scattered abroad
here and there. They were su
rounded by thelr enemies. Rats
had power in theearth. The Ao
tles wereslain one sfler anothe
Every man that raised his voice i
favor of divine 1evelation from (Foc
or contended for the equality of m
before God, and the unchangeable
ness of God, wa- slain, The Chare
was scatler.d abroad, Paul built u
branches thronghout Asia Mino
Otuher Apostles built branches ¢
the Church wherever they coul
find a place where the people woul
receive the truth., Buat they wer
surrounded by adverse influences
and the Apostles and Saints we
uot allowed to live. And we in thi

day would be destroyed if w
were aloue, if these influences wer
leit to operate agaiust us, You suj
round a few yeople by multitude
who are actively hostile and aggres
sive agalnst them, and how difficul
itis for them to maint-in thsi
foodhold! This was the conditior
of the churches in the days of t
Apostles. They wer: scaltere
abroad throughout Europe, Asl
and Africa, and on many islands
The Apostles had gone forth wher
ever they could flnd an opening
Theusands had been organized int
the Church, and in these wvarious
branches there were men who h
inspiration from God, who ha: the
authority of the Hol: Friesthood
who could ask of God apd receive
from Him knowledge for the guid
ance of the people. Whils these
men remained the Church continu
ed to grow. But persecution sough
the lives of men of this character
fhey were singled out and slai
uutil not one was left, until & uni
versal silence reigned. Through
out all the natio 8 of the earth, not
avoice was heard to disturb the
silence, no heavenly messenger, uc

voice from the eternal wurld, nj
maa that had the au horit

to say ““thus saith the lod?
The heavens became as brass over
the heada of the children of men,
all communication was cut «ff, and
af course the Church fell,the Priest.
heood departed, the ordin:nces «ere
changed, and those who survived
with a little faith accovwmodat-d
them:+elves (o the circumstances
surrounding them, That was the
cond:tion in early days,

But how the condition has chang-
ed! God in His merey conceale 1 this
continent fror: the eyes of the
wor'd. For ages it remained herea
secret place. Neither the Atiantie
nor the Paciflc could be penetra ed
until the set time ecame. Then &
man was found who was moved
up.n by the SBpirit of Goa. He be
came posseased of an ides tual

wuuld not die, and his idea prevail.
ed eventually., Ships were launeh-
ed upon the g£at oc-an, and the
continent of Ag.erica wa-~ dizcov:r-
ed. G d has revealed the reasou
this continent was concealed for 0
many ages. If it had been + nown
to early ages, it would have been
overrun, and there would have been
noroom for the great work of the
last days. Bu:i he organizeda gov-
ernmentupon this land, He sus-
tained the men who founded it. He

W | abled them to fight all the battles
are few in number, buf the power | necessary
and influence of the ideas which we | cial and
power th:t we | system of government was formed

Talk about destroying |

and given birth to that will con- |

s!ive who had this organization and

filled them with His Spirit and en-

to establish religious, so-
political freedom, and &

under which His kingdom could be
set up, with all its instliutions
without interfering in ihe least with
the Constitution. In the Lords
own due time this Church was
brought forth. The messengen of
life and salvation were sent to \he
nations of the earth proc aiming
that God had established His
Cuourch, and inviting them to come
to a Jand of liberty., Thourands
have bcen gathered here from that
day to this, fulfiillng in & most re-
markable manner the prediction of
the prophets concerning the gather-
ing of the people in the last days.
The circumstances which surround-
ed us are very different from those
which surrounded our predeces-
sors, We are a  compact
body. We believe in gathering; we
believe in one people of one raith

held these prinoiples, they would'living together, worsyipping Gﬂd




