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NOBLESSE OBLIGE.

It I am weak and you are strong,
Why then, why then,

To sou the braver deads belong;
And so, again

If you have gitzand I have none,

It I have shade and you have sum,

*Tis yours with freer hand to give,

‘T1a yours with Lruer grace to live,

Than I, who gifttese, sunless, stand

With barren iife and hand.

*Py5 wisdom's taw, Lhe perfect code,
By love inspired;
Of hum on whom much I bestowed
1 m ith regoired,
The tancful throat is bid to sing,
The oak must re’gn the forest’s king;
T he rustiing stream tlia wheel must move,
The boaten steel 1ts alrenglh must prove.
“Tia given anto Lhe eagle'a cyes

idday shica.
To face the m a —Curioftss Perry.
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" ANCIENT FORTIFICATIONS.

A TESTIMOKY T0 THE TRUTH OF THE
BOOGIK OF MORMON.

There would be, of necessity, a
marked difference hetween the mili-
fary defense of ancient times and the
synalematicarray of almost impregnable
"Slrongholdg of these days of skilled to-
pographers and prodigious artillery.

The origin of theart of fortification
is Involved in obscurity. The earjiest
records of the most aycient cities re-
present them as encircled by walls and
forts. The ancient city of Nineveh,built
by Ninue, wae sixty miles in clrcum-
ference, ‘‘an exceeding great city, of
three days’ journey.” (Jon. iji, 3.) It
was surrounded by a wall one hupdred
teet high, aod of 80 great breadth that
three chariots could go abreast upon
it. The wall was adorned with 1500
towers two-hundred feet high,

The walle of Babylon were still more
prodigivne. They were jn thickness
eighty-seven feet, and three hundred
and Afiy feet high with a compass ot
four hundred and eighty furlongs.
These walls were surrcunded on the
outside with n vast moat full of water
and lined with bricks on both sides.

The design and purpose of these|ditch, ns the elementary forras of de-
elaborate walle, probably went further | fense, which were commoniy n suffi.

thap the needes of mere defense re-|cient protection from
lquired. Diodorue says the design of|slings, clubs and hatchets of wild bar-

the founder of Ninevah was to nake
that city the largest aond noblest
clty in the world. Self-glorificalioe
was the prineipal motive of the build-
ers of Babylon, Nebuchednezzar was
eager to immortalize his name, and
aftér adorning his capital city with
pompous edifices and snmptuous oroa-

| mentations Lie burst forth in the pride

of bia heart: ©“Is not thia the great
Babylon thuat I have built for the house
of the Klngdom, by the might of my
power and for the honor of my ma-
Jesty.”? (Dan. iv; 30.)

Ap time passed and rival powers
were arrayed agaiost each other, it
became necessary to defend Important
citles and harbors by high walls a nd
strong fortifications. Lo this mawner
the ancient Greek cltiea were defended.-

Jerusalem, at the tithe Vespasian
sent Lis army to beseige it, was encom-
passed with walls and towers of vast
strength, The art of war, and the
powerful engines of deatruction at thay
early day had made these large de-
fenses necessary, The art of defense
has, in general, made progress with
that of attack, The weapons of prim.
itive warfare were rude und simple,
and the schemes of defense were corres-
pondingly light and gaskitful,

The main ohject of the defender be-
ing to preveut the near approach of the
enemy to hia position, the simplest
means is the obstrustion ecalled In
military  parllance the parapet.
This may be a woodeu stockade, of
mound of earth, or a wall of solld
masonry. The simplest, moast®con-
venient aud inexpensive form of parn-
pit is the earth mound. The ground
adjolning it ia dug up for tts formation,
“nd the ditch or fosse thus lett by the
excavatlon forms, by ita depth und
breadth, additionai obsatacles to the
euemy’s approach. 8 arting from this
primitive -parapet, with {ts inevitabl

the arrows,

bariann tribes, the sgientific systems of
modern defensive works have been de-
veloped.

It is now pretty generally known to
the rending public that a vast aren of
the American contineni is covered
with artificlal mounds of varying
shape, size and cupstituents; being
round, oval, square, occasionally tri-
angular, and polygonal. Tbeir height
varies from n few inches to more than
ninety teet, and their diameter from
three to about a thousand feet.

Noted travelers, who have made
these artificinl hillocks objects of
epecinl ptinly, have been astonished at
their vast -number and complesity of
charucter,

They were first mentioned in 1776 hy
| Qarver, nnd the next writer who in-
tereated himself in this research was
Harte, who visited those in the valleys
of the Mirsigsippi, the Ohio apd the
Missouri riverain 1791, Breckenri-ige
iu bls ““Views of Louislana’ wrote of
them io 1814, Later Messre, Bquier
and Davis visited and excavated over
two hundred of the mounds; and their
descriptions, published by the Smith-
sonian lostitution in 1845 and 1847
weore the best guide with regnrd to these
remarkable remains of n past race up
Lo quite recent times, when these silent
but profound witnessesof the lives and
customs of those long lost races have
been made the theme of many distin-
guished writers,

Besides the localities alrendy men-
Uoned tumuli have been discovered in
the Wyoming Valley, and on the
{banks of the Yazoo and Tenneaste
rivers; on the shores of Lake Ontario
as far as the 8i. Lawreuce; in the
weatern dlstricts of the State of New
York; in the States of Missouri and
Migslesippi, Michigan, \Wiscons'n,
lowa, Nebraska and Loulsians; the
valleys of the Arkansasaad Red rlvers,




