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called higher knowledge which was
nothing but an admixture of heathen

philosophy with christian doctrine
itt denoted an alleged mysterious infer
matlonmation hidden in the letters of the
written word and available only to a
few superior mindsmind while the common
people had to be content with the lit-
eral meaning of the words A
was one who professed to be in posses
stonaion of this hidden knowledge the
term agnostic Is the very opposite bf
gnostic and denotes one who refuses to
believe not only the alleged hiddenbidden
knowledge of thehe gnosticsagnostics but also wethe
plain revealed truth unless this is
capable of mathematical demonstra-
tion

in this sense the word is of very
recent origin it isin only within the
last decade that it has obtained cur-
rency iuia our literature about seven
or eight years ago if our memory is
not at fault an english clergyman
revbev Machon ochle of manchester at-
tracted some attention by hisbis tendency
to approach the catholic church in
the controversy that ensued be stated
that he did not believe lain the dogmas
of the church anyway and thet the
rites were more or lessjess farcical A
trial for heresy resulted and
this the term agnosticagLi was applied to
him but whether the woid was
especially coined at that time or hau
already obtained a place in tthehe
vocabulary of theologians specialists
must determine

THE LAW AND THE DILEMMA

the sometime friends of and
cla morera for the geary anti chinese
law have probably learned much

the past month as to public senti
ment upon a question that really ot
serves to beb deemed 1lf
national importance andana yet is a
question that cannot bwbe answered by
clamor nor solved by mere legislative
enactment there are anuand lain all agesagea

have been problemsproblema which ubeone
drastic legislative measure shower
itself unable to settle which indeed
endured a score olof hostile tb
andana stinstill hudhu to be decided and alimi
bateu by concessionconces siou on both sides by
arbitration by a lfif the
underlying polutpoint of ififieferencerence without
too strict a regard tuthir the legal forma
procedures andalid penalties designed lotlor
its removal

we shall not now be deemed pardpanl
sanaan or even pro chinesenese forfer initialing
thatthai the bill in question is unpopular
for a reaction against it has plainly
manifested itself in tilethe very sections
where it was most vehemently
insisted upon neither may our
positionpOBillon be questioned when we
assert and maintain the general
proposition that the beat way to getgel
rid bfa an unpopular or a bad law ihib
strictly and energetically to elienforceforce it
but whether ununpopularpopular or lawjaw
is upon the boche and by the highest
authority has been pronounced consti-
tutionaltuttutiional ordinarily the only thing
liftwould be to carry itsif provisions
drastic or ridiculous into effect but
kerehere comes the difficulty
sayaay that the enforcement of the law
will require a very large sum olof
money running into the millionsmil llone
while there lain jessjeaa than twenty thou-
sand dollars available for the purpose ee
A grievous financial obstacle would

accordingly seem to stand in the way
besidesbabides thisthir there tois a moral obstacle
that cannot soBO easily be surmountedtoethe instructions of the secretary of
the treasury and undoubtedly they
represented the feelings of the presi-
dents were to the effect that no hostile
action should be taken against the
chinese until the law should have
been paused upon by tue highest court
the officialsofficial evidently
the extraordinary position mat the
enactment must be deemed u L

dional until the contrary was proved and
of course they wereere disappointed with
the decision of justice gray but the
f fleet of their u dubiety on thehe original
question was far reaching being so
closely in accord with the views oi01 the
leading chinene companies their
doubts were accepted asan an authorita-
tive that the terms of the
law would never be antoenforcedrood the

was the chinese took the bad
advice of their leading countrymen
they ignored the law they or
neglected to register and thus at once
put themselves in the position of law-
breakers a position which most olof
them might have avoided had their
advisers so willed it this latter
oi the question involves a discredit to
the proscribed race which goes far
towards depriving them of the sym-
pathy that would otherwise be felt torfor
them supposing that china hadbad
passed a law requiring all americans
to register within a certain time on
penalty of being deported oe0 e
suppose they would have been excused
or justified in refusing to comply
certainly not where the alternative
was presented to them either to regis-
ter or to leave they would have
excited no real sympathy if refusing
to register they had still whined about
leaving that tola the position of thechinese here and much as the law in
some of its aspects especially in the
motives that prompted it may be con-
demned there lais no justification for
the failure of those affectaffectereU by it to
comply with provisions that chuld in
no sense have worked them an injury

the question inie interesting through
out anuana the dilemma lain which the
two nations find themselvestheme elvee would be
amusing if it were josejeee aeriserio oua there
will be need of much skill in unravel-
ing and probablyprobabiy a display of such
diplomatic ingenuity anag the county
hasbaa bot been favored with for a long
time

A PAIR OF compliments
alluding inID hostile and denuncia-

tory terms to the opening of the
worlds fair last sunday the nownew
yorkfork mailMAI and expressevrew which fromflom
thebe g hasbaa been the
mootmoat violent advocatendkd of sabbath
closing maken the following statement
it isia to the everlasting credit of many

of the states aid territories even
mormon utah that the exhibits olof
thesetheme common were scrupu-
lously choked

As this was probably intended asaa a
compliment we who belong to one of
the commonwealths referred to prob-
ably ought to accept it with gratitude
save for the sneer we shoula
be inclined to do nogo but
we cannot understand a com-
pliment conveyed in such a con-
nection

I1

by the term mormon utah

especially when emphasized us even
mormon utah the inference would
naturally be that generally speaking
utah laIs a sabbath bratbreakeriker and that
the closing orof its territorial building
on the particular day mentioned waswaa
soBO exceptional a recognition of sunday
as 0 excite comment

the mail and express isie a
luscua example of the numerous class thatslowly learn to be just to an opponentup
and never a misconception
hence it frequently makes itself ridic-
ulous for its blunders anuana pitiable for
itsita bigotry it has done soBO in this
case porfor whatever else may be said
against the people cicf utah mere bagbaa
never beenbead the charge that they were
violators of the lidskisLiosKis day if it

to the presbyterian mail and
FAexpressfairesspress might easily ascertain thatmormon utah particularly the mor-
mon part of itsit is conspicuous among
all communities on the lace of the
earth for itsita observanceavance of thetbt sabbath
it would then findand how pointlesspointlu is18 ita
jibe how pharisaical its bant andhypocrisy

IIif it prosecuted itsita inquiries at alldiligently the rancorous at jg
would find that mormon utah believed
in another doctrine it believes lairk
minding its own busbusinellineal and it enter

the notion quite foreign to sonissome
of its enticecritics that there is more Cchris-
tianity

ar a
and statesmanship and sense JILinendeavoring to convert people from

au error Luchluch as sabbath breaching
than in employing legislative
or as the matlmail and express
has fuggetsuggestedted armed force to compel
thomaothem to abandon it mormon utah
does not seek to measure everybody
elsedae by its own half bushel it believesbel levea
in human liberty and the free agency
of matimar As to10 the question of open
ing the worlds fair on sunday underthe regulations that are provided and
with the motives that are declareddeolareu

even mormon utah is bound to ayy
p

the mail and express has not on uame
idetidetL hadbad all the argumentsargument and that
there are worse ways of spending thesabbath in chicago and even in sai
new york where the benign lonu
ances of the religious press ought to be
most potent than in walking in orderly
manner through the grounds of a
worldsworldas exposition sUadmiringmiring the befitbeat
handiworkbanul work of noanmao and contemplating
the works and wonders of god

journalism UP NORTH

ooon t e editorial tableable itsin number one
of volume one of the koslo claim a
rather bright looking journalistic ven
turoture hailing from the mining
in and about the kootenay lakejake
region of british columbia the paper
hasbaa the distinctive feature of being
strictly A americanmarioan of the western type
though published in her majestybajt aty se
dominion the editor begins his

salutatory what a boat of memoriesmem oriee
that hackneyed word revives 1 by an-
nouncingnoun cing that he tois imbued with a
desire to perpetuate that feature of
journalismjournal iem he declaresdeciaree it to be hishi
beliefballet that the kootenay country tola
the richest mantral district in the
known world and that kealo
isia the coming mining city of
america that itsit citizens are more
enterprising and public spirited than
any other section of the broad do


