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called bigher knowledge, which was
pothing bul ann admixture of heathen
phllosopby with Christinn doctrinpe.
It denoted 8D alleged mysterious Infur-
mution biduen in the letters of the
written word and availahle obly to &
tew superior minde, wbile the common
people had 1o be conteut wilh Lhe lil-
erul mneaning of the worde. A (dnostic
wasone who professed to be in possen-
slon of this hidden knowledge. The
term sgnostio is Lhe very opposite of
g noetic and denoles one who refuses to
bejleve not ouly the alieged bidden
Enowledge of the Gpostice but also the
plain revealed (rutb, unless this ip
capuble of mathematical uemonstira-
tion.

In this mense the word is of very
recent origin. IL is opiy within the
last decade that i uas obtalpned cur-
rency iu our literature. Abuul seven
or elght years ago, i{ our mewmuly is
not ui fault, an English clergyman,
Rev, Machonochie of Mauchester, at-
trncted some attention by his tenvency
to Bpproach the Catholie church, In
the contruversy that eneued he stated
that he did not believe in Lhe dugmas
of tbhe church Anywsy, apd 1lhet the
rites were more or less Iufpicu). ' A

trial for heresy resuited und uuring

this the term aguostlc wae upplied to
him, but whether the word was
evepeclally colued al that time or hau
aireauy obtainéd a place in the
vocabulary of theologians, specinilats
musl uelermine.

——

THE LAW AND THE DILEMMA,

The svmetime iriends of &snd
clamorers for the Geary anti-Chinese
law heve probably lenrned much with-
in tbhe past moDilh #8 to pubile senti-
ment upon & Question Lhal really de-
Befvep t0 be  deemeua of ) Pemsing
pationsl imporiance, Bnd yet fu a
question Lhat cannolL be snepweled by
clamor nor ¥olved by mere |logivlative
.enactment, There are, Bou 1b all Ages
buve beon, prublems which vne
drastio legiklatlve meusure showeu
fiveif unakle tv settle, whivh, 1ndeed,
enuurcu B scole ot hostile vusoLue: Ls
unu still had to be degiued sund ellmi-
paleu by concessivu vn buth piues, by
arbiestion, by s consideration of the
uuderlylng point of -1ftefence withput
too strict & feguld ful the jegal [orme,
provedures Bud penalties desigued tur
its remuval.

We ghail not now be deemed papii-
san, or eveu pro-Chineee, for inmisiing
thal the bill in question is unpopular;
for u resctlol spaiust it hue plalndy
manifestey 1isell ip the very secLious
where 1L Was most vVehemoenuy
lneisted wupon. Nelther may our
posillon be queslioneyd Wwuen we
uegert ond maintain the generad
propositivn that the best way 1w Kot
riu uf snunpopulsar or a bad law e
stficily and energeticaily tv enforce st.
But, whether unpupulsr of nut,Lhe juw
i upon Lue buoks, and by the bighest
wulhonty has beent prouvunced ounsl]-
tutional. Urdloerily, the only thing
left woulu be to carry its provisions—
drustic of ridiculous—into eflect. Bul
kere cumes the uifticulty. Buulisticinne
suy that the enivicement of the iaw
will require a very large sum o!
myney, funning inio the miljone,
while there is less than twenty tbhou-
sand dullars available for the purpote.
A grievous flnencisl obstacle wouniu

accordingly seem to stand in the way.
Beeldes thie, there 18 0 moral obatacle
that cannot so easily be warmounteu.
Toe instructions of the wecrelary of
the tre.snry, and undoublediy they
represented the feellngs of 1he Preel-
uent, were 1o the effect thut no hosule
action should be tuken .agalnst the
Chinepe until the law ebould have
been pareed upon by tne highest court.
The officinls evidently assumeu
the extraordivary position Loat the
enactment must be deemed uL coustitu-
tiounluntilthe contrary was proveu; and
of course they were Uisappointed with
Lhe decision of Justice Gray. But the
«ffect uf 1beir uublety on the original
question wuas {ar-reaching. Belng so
closely in acoord with tue views ol the
leading Chinere companles, their
uoubls Were ncoepled ag an authorita-
tive ueciurution that the terms of the
law would never he aniorced, The
re:ult was the Chinere took the bau
advice of thelr leading countrymer,
they ignored the law, they refused or
neglected to registler, and thus st once
put themeelves in the positlon of law-
breakers-—a position wblen most of

tbem might have nvoided had their

advisereso willed it. This latter phase
vl Lhe question Ilnvolves a ulsgredit to
the pruscribed race which goes far
towards depriving them of the sym-
patbhy that would otherwise be tell tor
them. Suppusing that China hau
puassed o law fequiring nll Americans
to register withiu a certaln time un
penalty of being deported, dotsany oue
suppos: they would have been exguassu
or justiticd in refueing to compiy?
Certninly noul; where the alternative
was presented to them—elther to regfs-
ter or tuo Joenve—they would have
excited Do resl symputhy if refusing
to register they had stili whined ahout
leaving, Toal 1s the position of the
Chinege here; und much as the law in
some of its sspecta—especinily in the
motives that prompted it-—may be con-
demnped, there 18 no justification for
the failure of thoee aflected by it to
oomply with provislons thst could in
no senee have worked them sn fojury.

The guestlon is interesting through-
out, and the dilemma In which the
two natlons find themselves would be
amusing If it were Jess sericus. Thers
wili be need of muoh skillin unravel-
ing and probabiy u displuy of such
uiplomatic Ingenuity as the country
hus uol heen favored with for a long
Lime,

A PAIR OF COMPLIMENTS.

Alluding in hustile and denuncla-
lory terms to the opening of the
Worlu’s Fair last Bunday, the New
York Muil and FEzpress, which from
the beginni g hus been the
mosl violent wdvocale of Babbslh
vloslng, mukes the following statement:
1t is to the everlusting croult of many
ot the psiates sLd teeritorles, even
Mormon Ulah, that the exhibils ol
Lthesy commounweslths were scrupu-
lously cioeed.??

Ap thls was probably intended ms a
complimeut, we who belong to une of
the cummonweniths referred to prob-
nbly ought to agoept it with gratitude;
suve [of the wneer, we shoulu
be toolined to dJdo g0, Buy
we cannut understand a com-
pliment conveyed o auch

nection by the term **Mormon Utab,**
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especially when vmphasized s8 “even
Mormep Utah.” The inference woulg
nalurally be that generally speaking
Utah t8 4« Babbuth bresker, and thag
the cloelog of its terrltonsl bullding
on the particular day mentioney wag
so exceptional a recognition of Sunday
#a .0 eXcite comment.

The Muil and Express js a consplew-
vus exawple of the numerous ¢lees that
slowly learn to be just (o an opponent
snd never uulesnrn s misconception,
Hence it frequently makes ltself ridig-
uigus for lis blunders and pitiable for
its bigotry. It has done mp in this
cuse, For, whatever elee may be said
ugajnst the people ¢t Ulab, tnere han
Dever bevy L1ue olisrge that they wers
lv:olumn of the Loru' day. If jg
wlsheu te, the Presbyterinn Mail ang
Express might easlly sscefinin thag
Mormon Uiab, parcticularly the Mgr.
mon part of i1, 18 conspicuous among
a)]l communities on the |age of the
enrth for 118 obs« rvance of the Babbath,
I woulu then flou huw pointiess 18 jta
jibe, how phurieaical 1ts cant apng
by poceiry.

1t it prosecuted its inquiries at al}
diligently, the rancorous M. &
would find that Mormon Utah beiis vegd
lu snolher docifine: it bulleves jip
mipuing its uwWn bosinest; and it enter.
tnibs the nutlon, Guite foreign to some
of Hlacntics, thatthere is more Chrig.
tianity and stalesmanshlp suu Bense jn
endeavoring to convert peopie from
uh efror—such as Hebbath-brenking—
than in empioying logisiative,
or aes the  Mail and Erpress
bas suggested, nrmed force to Compet
them to wbapndon it. Mormon Utah
doep not seek to meusure everybod
else by il own half-tushel; it believeg
in buman liberty snu the (ree agency
of mav. Asto the questivn of open-
iny the World’s Fair on Bunday unyer
the regulaiione that are provided nud
with the motives Lhat ure declared,
“*even Murmon Utah?’ is bound to zay
the Mail and Express has not on ity
rlde had sll the argument, and that
there are worse waya of spending thy
Sabbatb in Chicagoand even in saintly
New York, where the beuign intly-
ences of Lhe feligious press ought to he
most potent, thau in walklvg in orderly
mappel thrfough the grounde of g
Woilu’s Exposition, admiring the heat
bapndiwork of man and conlemplating
lhe worke and wonders of God.

it WESTERN JOURNALISM UP NORTH,

On t; @ editorial table 1« pumber one
of volume one of the Keslo (Yaim, g
rather bright-lovking journallistic ven-
ture hailing lrom the mining reglons
In and about the KXootenay luke
region of British Columbir. The psper
bus the distluctive feature of being
strictly American of the western type
thougb publisbed In ber msjesty’s
dominioné. The editor begins nis
“wnlutalory?® (what a host of memories
that hack neyed word revives!) by an-
nuvuncing that he Is lmbued with »
depire 1o perpetunte that feature of
journaliem, e declares it lo be his
beifef thal tbhe Kouviensy country fs

the richest miberal distriet in the
known world, und that Keslo
iz the coming minlng eity of

Americs; that ite citlzens are more
enterprising and public-spirited than
any olher sectlon of the broad Do-




