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M Y i‘ather moved to Kirtland, and Was Of~
dained to the office of high priest, and was a
member of the first High Council ar,gamzed 1.n
the 'church. He died in Kirtland in 1843,

I weas born in Powmfret, Windsor Co.; 'Ve.;'-a
mont; . November  3rd, 1807. In early life’ I
asgisted my father in farming, and remained
with him yntil I recawed the gospel, and was
baptized ber‘uaeph Smith, May 10, 1831. Soon
thereafter I was ordained a priest by Christian
Whitmer, and perfnrmed a mission to the,
southern part of Ohio, in company with Robert
Rathburn, whara we baptized several and or-
ganized a branch in Chippewa.

In céhipany with Sidney Rigdon, I went on a
mission to New Portage, where we baptized
about fifty. or sixty, and organized a branchs
from thence we journeyed to' Pittsburgh (in
the vicinity where Sidney was born and raised)

11

where we pr&ached the gospel to his relatives,

and I baptized his mother and his oldest bro-
ther, also several others in that neighhnrhnnd
and we organized a branch.

At a conference in Orange, Cuyahoga Guuﬂ-
ty, Ohio, [ was ordained a high: priest by Jo-
seph Smith. ‘At this conference thé eleven
witnesses to the Book of Mormon, w1f.h up-
lifted hands, bore their .solemn teat:mﬂny to
the truth of that boek, as did also the Pmphet
Jﬂﬂeph |

In January, 1832, I was appmn!:ed by revela-
ti_pn, in company v.sith W. E. Mc Lellin, to ga{
ona. mission south. We preached several
tifhes, ‘and, arriving at Middlebury, Portage
Co., bro, Mc Lellin got a situation behind a.
counter to gell tapes, &c.; and I, preferring not
to proceed alone, returned to the town of Hi-
ram, ‘and fhe Peophet appointed Seymour
Brunson in his stead, with whom I traveled
through Ohio, Virginia and Kentucky. We!
baptized over one hundred persons, and organ-
ized a branch in Lawrence Co., Ohio, and an-
other in Cabal Co., Virginia, and returned to
Hiram,

Dee. 28, 1832, in company with Hazen Al-
drich I'started and resumed my mission to the
gouth country. On the 31st, at Worcester, we
baptized two.

January 19, 1833, preachéd in Char]eatnn,
Jackson Co., where T baptized several of the
Stoker far.ﬁily. On the 27th, met bro. Zerub-
babel Snow, and baptized one. We visited the
branches, preached and set the'churches in
order as we journeyed along. TFeb. ‘24, re-
turned to Hiram, and assisted my father on his
farm during the summer. . .

In the fall- of 1833, I visited the branches
raiged up 1n_L.awrence Co., Ohio, and preach-
ed and baptized in that vicinity.

November 1st, I married Susan Harminda
Poteet,in Cabal Co., Virginia.

Feb. 17,1834, at the organization of the first
High Council, which was in Kirtland} I was
ehogen a member, . |

In May I started with Zion’s camp for Mis-
souriyon which journey I acted as pioneer, and
went before the camp,—marked the signs of
the times,and the situation of our enemies.
Having made a declaration before I started,
that T would go into Jackson Co., or die in the
attempt, in company with my brother Lyman
and others I procured a boat, and rowed over
the Mo. River and landed in Jackson Co.,
where we discharged three rounds of our small
arms, and immediately got into. the boat, and
with all our energies rowed back. Mean-
while the mob'in Jackson Co. lined the ghore,
and commenced ficing upon us, their balls
skimming t:ﬁe waters mear us: after landing, I
returned fire and shot across the Mo. River.

‘Treturned to Kirtland, in Captain Heber C.
Kimball’s cnmpany, and received my blessing
in commonywith the members of Zion’s camp.

Feb, 14, 1835, I was chosen, and on the 15th
wr‘}nined one of the Twelve Apostles, at the'
organization of that quorum; and with thcm

a | turning to Kirtland in Septamhg:

traveled _durmg the__ aummﬂr,
Eastern States; holding conferences, preaching
the gospel and regulating *tha churt:hes, re-

hrnugh the |

e W ———

In the apung of 1338,f1§r Fredarlck G. Wil-
liams was arrested at Willoughby, as he ‘was
‘on his way to’MisSouri,on a frivolous and

| vexatious process; he sent to Kirtland for me

I attended Hebrew school duriffg*the wmter,‘t“ ‘help, bjm, = On receipt of his message, I

and received my blessings in the house of the
Lord in the spring . of 1836; after 'ﬁ'hmh [
started on a mission to ,E}anada, preat:hmg

" through' the state of, New' York on the way:.

I baptized many, and nrgamzm a branch in
Canada, and returned to Kirtland in the fall,.
A Baptist clergyman from the state of New
York, who had been acquainted with*the Pro-
phet Joseph in his early life, called upon. him
and stayed all night. Joseph made the minig-

ter welcome, and treated him hospitably and S

respectfully;  but, when breakfast was over
next morning, he called Joseph a hypoerite, a
liar, an imposter and a false prophet, and
called upon-him te repent. Joseph boxed hig
ears with "both haunds, and, turning his face
towards the danr, kicked him into the street.
He immediately went before a magistrate, and
gwore out. a writ against Joseph for assault
and battery. Tsaw the uperatmh! and follow-
ed the minister into the Squire’s ufﬁce, and
demanded a writ for his apprahanamn y:for pra-
voking an assault; the clerk filling-ip the writ
I called for ﬁrat—-the minister, fearing trouble,
paid for his writ and withdrew without it, and;
made his way post haste for Cuyaboga Co.; I
followed him on horgeback, making him travel
*pn:tty lively-until he got a few rods over the
Yifie when I overtook him, su:ui Eaxd “S[r, you
are lucky to have got.over the line, and out of
myi Junsdiution, or I Bhnuld ha\m arrested
yﬂu »’ '

“Jan.. 12, 1838, I learned that Shenﬂ‘ Klm[:uall
was about to arrest Joseph Smith, on a eharge
of illegal banking, and knowing that it would
cost him ‘an expensive lawsuit, and perhaps
end,’ iq. lmpriuunmﬂut, I went to the French
farm, where he then resided, and a:r&atad him
on an execution for his pergon, fln ‘the absence
of property to pay a judgment.of $50, which I
had in my possession at the time, which pre-
vented Kimball from arresting him. Joseph
gettled the execution, and thanked me for my
interf&rﬁnne, and started that evening for Mis-

gouri; this was the last turne I ever saw the|
| | Smpith, I spent my time in teaching school in

Prophet. -

Soon after, I wag in Kirtland, End heanng.
that a vexatious writ had been sworn out by
John C. White against Joseph Smith, sen., it
being supposed he was liable to a prosecution

in consequence of his manner of solemnizing |:
marriages, I begged the privilege of serving.

the writ, and arrested the old gentleman, and
took hun to the ;nagistrate 8 office. The court
net being ready to attend to the case, I put
him'in-a small room adjoining the entrance
from the office. I also allowed hig son Hyrum
to accompany him. * I took a nail out from
over the window sash, left the room and lock-
ed the door, and commenced telling stories in
the court room, to raise a laugh, for I was
afraid they would hear Father Smith getting
out of the window; when the court called for

the prisoner, I stepped into the room in the

dark and slipped the nail into its place in the
window, and went back and told the court that
the prisoner had made his escape. White and
others rushed into the room, and examined the
fastenings and found them all secure, which
created much surprise how the prisoner had
got out. I had previously told John F. Boyn-
ton, to ‘go and assist Father Smith out of the
window., Hyrum got out first, then he and
Boynton assisted the old man out, he thereby
escaped bonds or imprisonment, and an expen-
sive and vexatious law-suit.

Having partaken of the spirit of speculation,
which at that time was possessed by many of
the Saints @anrd elders; my mind became dark-
ened, and T was Teft to pursue my own course.
I lnat the Bpirit of God, and neglected my duty,
the consequence was, that at a conference held
in Kirtland, Sept. 3rd, 1837, in company. with
my bro: Lyman and John F. Boynton, T was,
cub off from the chureh, privileged with con-
fqa;ing and mnmg uuutntion,

W i
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repaired forthwith to WlHﬂughhy, and learned
that he was in the hands of an’ officer named
(,‘:'ra.natun, and. that he was to have his trial
hqfnre Esqr. Bates: at' early candle light. I
1mmad:ately removed his horse and buggy out
1of! the “county, and’ went to him; he asked me
if T could render him any assistance, as this
was a vexatious suit. I told him I could, and
that I'had gent his hhrqe and buggy out of the
county, and I would furnish him a horse which
should be held in the street opposite the office,

1'bj,r Bradford-W. Elliot,at the lighting of the
| candles.
the key beghg on the qutside; Cranston and Dr.
Wil llElI'ﬂE were Walkmg the room, and Cranston
wap observing that a prisoner never made his
escape from him.' Just as the candles were
lighting, I opeétied the. door, the Dr. walked
out, unobserved by Cranston; I immediately
followed him, and; locking the door, tossed the
key a few rods from the office; the court hear-
ing the door locked, jumped up, upgeiting the
table and candles, and mixed upin great con-

| fusion; the cry was, “Open the door, open the

doory? a shoemaker at wurkhﬁbing the only
person _within haa.r:.ng, replied several. times,
““Open the door yourself.’” At length Cranston
succeededin getting out by a hatch-way through
a hatter’s shop below, and overtaking me (as
I was quietly walking down the street towards
Kirtland) slapped me on the shoulder, asking
where Dr: Williams had gone to. Ireplied, I
am not Hia keeper; whereupon he gave me th&
second, and third slap on the shoulder; and in
a louct-tune, demanded of me to inform him: I

had been shooting squirrels that day, and had

out and told him, I would let him know where
the Dr. was, and snapping the spring of my
flask at him several times, he ran off, and look-
ing over his shoulder, he fell down, but kept
running several rods upon highands and feet:
when he got back to court, he reported that he
had narrowly escaped with his life,

From this time up to the death of Joseph

Cabal Co., Virginia, for about a year, devoting
my leisure Limme in reading works on medicine,
I returned to Kirtland and continued the study
of medicine, and attended a course of lectures
in the botanical college at Cincinnati, receiv-
ing a certificate from Professor Curtis; after-
wards practised in Kirtland, and engdged in
various occupations to enable me to obtain a
living; but did not officiate in any’ religious
dutiés. | )
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Wirriam SyrTa was the fifth son of Joseph
Smith, sen., and Lucy Smith; born in Royalton,
Windsor cmmt}r, Vermont, March 13, 1811:

a teacher in the church in 1831,
misgsion to Erie county, Pennsylvania, in De-
cember, 1832, to preach the gospel and call the
Elders t6 Kirtland to atténd a school of the
Prophets. He was ordained to the office of
High Priest under the hands of Siduey Rigdon |
in council on the 21st day of June, 1833.
During the winter of 1¢33 he worked on a farm
and chopped cord wood near Kirtland.

He was married to Caroline Grant, daughiter
| of Joshua and Thalia Grant, February 14, 1833,
| by whom he had two daughters— Mary Jane
and Caroline L. He went to Missouri in Zion’s
camp in 1834, and returned to Kirtland the
same fall. He was appointed one of the Twelve
.Apnstlaa at the organization of that quorum,
He accompanied the Twelve on their first mis-

sion through the Eastern States and returned

with them to Kirtland, Oct. 29, 1835, While
Jnataph Smith was presiding in a high council,
William rebelled ag;unat him ln a very Read-

ltrmg INanaer,

I'sat at the duur of the ceurt-room,

my. pnﬁder flask in my pocket, which I took

He was baptized at an Early period. He was
He took a

ot to sell.

e

December 16, 183-:: —A& a debatmrr school
held in the huuae of I‘.ither JuaePh Smith, the
Prophét Jaseph told ‘the brethren he fearad it
would not reau]t in good, whereupon William
in a'rage, commanded Joseph to leave the
house; but Jogephireplied he was in his father’s
house, and should go when he got ready; Wil-
liam then attacked Joseph, and attempted to
put bim out and mﬂmteﬂ upon him personal ins
jury, the effects of which he occagionally felt
until ‘his“%eath. Hyrum Smith called upon
Jnaeph in relation to this diffieulty, and said
that although he felt the tender feelings of a
brother towards William, yet he: could. but
look upon such’ conduct as ‘an ‘abomination in
the sight of God.  After Hyrum and.. the
Twelve had Iabored with William for seyeral
days, he made confession and was forgiven.

He removed to Far Weat with his famlly in
the spring of 1838. ‘After Joseph was taken
prisoner and the mob;began to drive out the
Saints, William expressed himself in §uch a
vindictive manner against' Joseph that the

1839, af a general conference near Quiney.

He went to Illinois and settled in Plymouth,
Hancock county, keeping a tavern. William.
was restored to the fellowship of the chureh
through the intercession of Joseph and Hyrumsy
but when the Twelve went to England, instead
of accompanying them according to the com-
mandment of the Lord, he remaqu Lon his
farm at Plymouth. (2 peid 17

Dec. 1, 1840.<He publmhed a !etter in the
Times _mui Seasons making an apulngy for.
neglecting to go on his mission upon the ground:
of poverty, but it came with an ill'grace ashe
was better situated to leave his family than
any of the members of the quorum 'who went,

William's general character and course of:

conduct towards his father’s family resembles
that of Laman’s towards his brethrer,

. In the spring of 1841 he visited the branches
of the chutch in Pennsylvania and New Jersey
and collected mpans-for his own beénefit, re-’
turning to Nauvoo the same geagon.

His name appears as the Editor of the Wusp,
published in Nauvoo, Dlinois, April, 1842, but
a very small part of the labor was performed’
by him.* He 'was elected a member of the.
House of Representatives of the Legislature
of Illinois: in the winter session of 1842 8.
His acts as a member of ' the Legislature
were highly approved by the people; he. dis-.
played considerable energy in defending the
Nauvoo cha.rtara and the righta of his con-
stituents: _ ' :

He took a joufney to the Fast on business jm
the spring of 1843, and spent his time among
the churches. - He attended 2 wood’s: meeting’
at the square near Bordentown, N, J.; where,
in a cotiversation with br. Geo. A. Smith, he
said he should not pay over one dollar for the
Nauvoo House or Temple, and if his brother

| Joseph did not do more for him, he should come
{ out against him; he cnnmdered he was putting

means into the hands of Joseph to educate his
children, while his own children were remains
ing ignorant. Br. Geo. A. replied, T shall do
all I'can to build up the Nauvoo Houge and
Temple, and I think that, Joseph has doue all

he could for his relatives, and I wonder that -

he has done as much as he has, congidering
the circumstances he has been under.

~1-William returned to Nauvoo on the 22nd day
of April, 1844, with about forty or fifty Saints
from New Jersey. After staying a shorttime
in Nauvoo, he had his last intefview with his
brother Jeseph under the fc:}lmung circums
gtances:—

He asked Joseph to give him & Lit}’ lot near
the Temple. Joseph told him he would do, 8o
with great pleasure, if he would build a house
' and live vpon it; but he would not give him.&
W]lham replied be wanted it -to
baild and live upon. The lot was well worth
$100¢. Ip a few hours afrerwarde, an B.pp.l-
cation wes made by Mr. Iving to the recorder
to know if that lot was clear and belonged to
Wm. Smith, for Willizh had sold’ it'to bim
jtor $500. “Joseph Néaring of this, directsd tire

church suspended him from fellowship, May 4,
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