HE DESERET. WEEKLY.

377

e— —

RELIFIOUS.

Sunday Services.

Religious servioes were held at the
Taternacle, Balt Luke City, Bunday,
August 80, 1891, eommencing at 2
p m., President Angus M. Canoon
presidipc.

The choir sang:

thé Lord! my heart stall joi

Ef:wi'?rfaso ploaell.mt..[:g tllf:.llt.xeu. all join

Prayer was offered by Elder William
MéLaughlan.

The cholrsang:

G:lory to God oun high;
Let heaven and earth reply,
Praise ye His name.

The P’rlesihood &f the Eighteenth
.ward officiated in the adwministration
of the Bacrament.

ELDER JUHN CARLISLE

then addressed the congregation hub-
stantially as follows:

There is one great lesson taught us
in the sacred scriptures that we can
not judge of men’s abliity or authority
to represent God on earth, as His ser-
vants, by the education they have had
in the schiools of the world or by the
positjon they have amony their fellow-
men, becaust, according to the records,
men have In all ages been ulsappoint-
ed. Those who are termed ‘‘eduocated®?
have not, a8 8 ruie, been selected to
represent God on earth. His servants
huve been of that class who are termed
'humble, meek, uncultured. Such men
were the prophets of the old Testament.
And even when we study the mission
of the Savior, we find the same char-

acteristics. e came o0f hum-
hle birth anod was educated =as
a carpenter’s son, although  in
possespion  of divine inteliigence

and although,as a young boy,He could
commapd the respect of the learned
for the knowledgze He had, yet He
was pever noted for any learning He
hud received in ibe schools of the
world. He was not among those
whom the world would have sclected
as a Savior. When He began His
work, while nothing was said against
His teaching, while Lhe labor was
marked by thedivinity of His calling,
yet the people termed ‘‘educated’’ re-
fused to jisten to Him or to accept Him
and He was tejected by those who
thought themsslves superior to Him.
As the worid was dlsappointed in
Him and would not accept Him as s
Bavior, so they refused those whom
He chose to go forth and teach the
world. They were not the men that
would have been selected by the aris-
tocracy of that day. They were hum-
ble, were taken from the avocations of
lite to go forth snd preagh the
(Gospel. This history teaches us that
God’s judgment iz pot ours, but that
He can see through the outward ap-
rances and select the hest men for
is work, It seems that the bread of
Iife is so precious that he who receives
it must do so for its worth and not be-
cause delivered by some one who Is
popular or noted ol his eloguence.
his was the case in former days. It
was the case inthedaysof the A postlea.
The trutha taught by them hud tobe
accepted because they were true and
because the acceptance of them would
prove s hlessing to those who recelved
them. And when we contemplate the

| terized the introduction of the Gospel

wisdom nnd hizh anid nohble character
of God, we eannot belp but appreciate
the sacgpdness,as it were, in which He
holde the principles of everlasting life,
since He has trusted them, not to the
popular, but to the true, the earnest, the
‘faithful, to nen who were willing to
Iny down their lives in the advoecacy

of those principles and in the
servies of God. Thers s, truly,
a wonderful contrast ip the ition
of a man called of d  to

preach and who does it in the face of
the scorn of the world, nad one who
is received by the peopl,e, having hiws
every wantsupplied by a large regulnw
income. In the first case there is a
sacritice, involving the necessity of
Taith. There must Le an earnestness
of purpose, moral courage and all the
gualifications which make a man
great, noble and somewhat like bis
Maker. In the other case, the man
may be 'inspired by a desire to
be popuiar or earn a fortune
There is not much sacrificeshown, very
little opposition to be endured.

We find that in thetime in which
we are living, the Lord has adopted a
similar method to that which charac-

in former ages. In restoring the Gos-
pel in this age, He did not select as
His instruments such men as the masa-
es would have heen likely to chose to
do the work. In this day,although
we have the history of the Seriptures
before us, we arc conironted with
charges similar to those formerly made
against Chriet and  his A postles,
The great prophet of our day
has bad it said agninst him, that he
wan fgnorant. Men bave found fault
with bim, because he wae noteducated
or highly esteemed among the people
of the world, History has repeated it-
self, Butif we aure justified in reject-
ing the modern Prophet for that rea-
son, we would also be justified in re-
jecting Christ and Hie A postles for the
same reason. But when we have be.
fore us the fact that God, as far as we
have amy records of His dealings, has

alwnys selected men bumble in
life to be His servants, we !
should not be astonished if He

is doing the same thlng in ocur own
day, but wo should be led to siudy
those things which cbaracterize & ser-
vant of God. We should be led to re-
flect earnestly and not reject a person
becauee he I8 ‘*‘unlenrned,

Noone need to be in the dark enn-
cetning the divine calling of one
claimting to be a servant of God. A nd
especially is this true, since the world
has the new Testament containing a
record of the labors of the Aposatles.
Forin studying that record we learn
that it 1s just as easy, or difficult, to
Jemonstrate’ the truth of the gospel
in this age as it was formerly. The
fact that a man Is unpopular should
not prejudice us, if we want the trutb,
if we want the salvation of our souls,

In the prophecy of Is\alnh, chapter |
29, the Iatter-dny work ‘is described.
And we find that one characteristic
feature of it was to be that of which 1
have uow spoken. A vivid pivture of
the condition of the world in our age
in given. It is mentioned that people
should in their assemblies be taught

for doctrine the precepts of men, Rut
the wisdom of man was (o
perish  and  hije understanding
to be hidden, And this is no more

than could be expected, If Got were to
undeitake the work of reasoning with
men, for His wisdom is certainly
superior to that of man., In the chap-
ter referred to, we are further shown
that God would =elect the unlearned as
His servants. We read of the book
that was to come forth and of the work
which it should aceomplish; that it
should he delivered to him who is
leatned, but that the Lord operates
threugh one who is not learned. It is
wonderful to see how this prophecy hae
been literally fulfilled in our day.

The Gospel preached In our owh age
is the same as that which was preached
by the Apostles, Itstruth is demon~
strated by earrying out In practice the
instructions it given. True repentance
and baptism are followed by the resulis
promised by the Lord,

I cannot understand how anyhkody
can think that the Gospel of this age
should have different eflects to the Goa.
pel in former ages, provided it is the
same Gospel. It is certainly not Jdiffi-
cult to believe that God is able to hlesa
His children today as He did formerly.

It is elear that-in order to come to
unity of faith we must be led hy the
same 8pirit, And juiging from the
condition of the world at the present
time, there is certainly as much need
of ipspired men as there ever was. By
means of liis own wisdom, man cannot
find God, Look at the diversity of
opiniens regarding the plan of salva-
tion. Certainly, we need men with
divine authority today, if ever.

Now, God has restored His Gonpel
in this sge, and you can all know it,
for God will reveal it to all those who
dllizently seek for knowledge. He is
no respeeter of persons.

The secret of our endurance in perse-
cutions, our unity, our success ls the
knowledge that God has again spoken
from heaven and restored the authority
to preach the gospel of truth to a fallen
world, This is what causes us to pray
for those who sre our enemles and te
labeg for the buildine up of the work

of the Liord wpon the earth. Wealth
and popularity wre notbing to this
knowledge. Itgives a hetter educa-

tlon than any that can be ohtained in
the institutions of learning of the
worki.

PRESIDENT GEORGE Q. CANNON

occupied the remainder of the time.
He said in substance: We have heard
this afternoon about the mistakes of
mankind in judging of the character-
istics of the servants of God, and bhow
they have entertajned erroneous views
in ages past and in our own day.
Nothing can be plainer than the fact
to which the Seriptures testify con-
cerning the most illustrious example,
that of the Son of God, the greatest
Being that ever trod upon the footstool
of our Heavenly Father. This ought
to !lead mabnkind to serious reflec-
tions, when they consider how men
were mistaken then and how they
treated Him, who was hlameless in ull
His associations with the chfildren of
men,

But not only as regarus the character
of theservants of Goud do men make
mistakes, but also in regard to prineci-
ples. It is asingular fact that there
inTscarcely a true principle taught,
that mankind are ready at first to re-
ceive. If, for instance, we read the
teachings of our Bavior in the so-called
Sermon upon the Mount, we



