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al bull by the horns and issued a pro-
clamationclaarclamationration apart a day for the
feast his action caused much angry

and several news-
papers declared that thanksgiving was
simply a relic of Purit amic Mg ortry
in spite of taie the innovation was

welcomed the hospitable
greeted gladly another

holidayhotlday studanid thedw nornortheimtherm feast sooneoon
ranked among them as second in im-
portance only totx the glorious fourth
itself ionin 1858 the year after wiseswisea

awjo lesslees thanithan eight gov
aernots of sou states proclaimed
thanksgiving in their secsecttoatims the
war however coming after-
ward pi the
popularity of the holiday lain dixie

but it has become a loved n
in the middle western and north-
western states eared americansAmerl cans
too crug to its celebration and every
Monovembervember sees dinners
in london paris berlin rome or
wherever some of the scattered child-
ren of uncle semsam may chance tobo so-
journ indeed mr williamwilliaim astoraster
chanler theche wellweal known explorer tellstelle
of a dinner which he en-
joyed in the very heart otof darkest af-
rica

tradition makes thanksgiving in
this country a legacy otof the pilgrims
and puritansuritans butut it was not only the
english colonies but those of the new
netherlands also which made attempt
at yearly celebration of a day of gen-
eral gratitude

this week of recreation observed by
the plymouth pilgrims was undoubtedly
much enhanced by priscillaPriacUla molins rare
culinary achievements when pro
vttriona were at a low ebb her deft hands
prepared many an appetizing diab of
the plainest stores and the common
house under her superintendence was
fi9 scene of banqueting gentle dame
brewster whom priscilla loved so ten-
derly was strengthened much by her
kind ministrations naturally john al
deh had his share and in vain miles
OtAndish sought to be first with the
farfair maid who prepared the viands

there isin a coincidence in this state-
ment in youngs chronicle of massa-
chusettschu the first the first thanks-
giving dayonday on record in the colony of
massachusetts was held february 22
16311681 on that day a century after-
ward was born george washington
at that early time all the circumstances
surroundingroundingaurour the colonists were extreme-
ly sadgad winter was approaching and
starvation seemed imminent the en-
voy mr pearce who hadbad gone to ire-
land to procure stores had not been
heard from and fear grew almostadmost to a
certainty that the vessel had been ship-
wrecked or taken by the pirates it

deemed almost a satire then to appoint
a day of fasting

but before day had passed the
longed for vowelvessel put in an appearance
laden with stores and their hearts were
made glad by news from the loved ones
in toe distant fatherland voices rose
in a triumphant burst of thanksgiving
instead of lamentation and of such has
been the day ever since

in 18761675 the year in the history of new
englandZIngland when the colonists mourned
their dead sacrifled to indian ferocity
that pregnant silence which speaks as
no words can fell upon everything
wars and rumors of wars were sad re-
alities which blotted out the memories
of all previous privations and suffer-
ings the ever present was now more
than the settlers could grapple with
that year they kept no thanksgiving
in connecticut colony the next year
light broke and thanksgiving was again
celebrated

the following is the first thanksgiv-
ing proclamation issued by washing-
ton in 17961795

idyby the president of ththe united states
ofat america A proclamation when

we review the calamities which afflict
so many other nations the present con-
dition of the united states affords
much matter of consolation and satis-
faction our exemption hitherto from
foreign war an increasing prospect of
the continuance of that exemption the
great degree of internal tranquility we
have enjoyed the recent confirmation
of that tranquility by the supsuppression
of an insurrection which so wantonly
threatened it the happy course of our
public affairs in general the unexam-
pled prosperity of all classes of our
citizens are circumstances which pe-
culiarlyculi arly mark our situation with indi-
cations of the divine beneficence to-
wards us in such a state of things it
is in an especial manner our duty as
a9 people with devout reverence and
affectionate gratitude to acknowledge
our many and great obligations to al-
mighty god and to implore him to con-
tinue and confirm the blessings we ex-
perienceperience

deeply penetrated with this senti-
ment I1 george washington president
of the united states do recommend to
all religious societies and denomina-
tions and to all persons whomsoever
within the united states to set apart
and observe thursday the nineteenth
day of february next as a day of pub-
lic thanksgiving and prayer and on
that day to meet together and render
their sincere and hearty thanks to the
great ruler of nations for the mani-
fold and signal mercies which distin
golsh our lot as a nation particularly
torfor the possession of constitutions of
government which united and by their
union establish liberty with order for
the preservation of our peace foreign
and domestic for the seasonable con-
trol which has been given to a spirit
of ddisorder in the suppression of the
late insurrection and generally for the
prosperous course of our affairs public
and private and at the same time
humbly and fervently to beseech the
kind author of these blessings gra-
ciously to prolong them to us to im-
print on our hearts a deep and solemn
sense of our obligations to him for
them to teach us rightly to estimate
their immense value to preserve us
from the arrogance of prosperity and
from hazarding the advantages we
enjoy by delusive pursuits to dispose
us to merit the continuance of his
favors by not abusing them by our
gratitude for them and by a orrescorres-
pondent conduct as citizens indand as men
to render this country more and more a
safe and propitious asylum for the un-
fortunate of other countries to extend
among us true and useful knowledge
to diffuse and establish habits of so-
briety order morality and piety and
anally to impart all the blessings we
possess or ask for ourselves to the
whole family of mankind

in testimony whereof I1 have caused
the seal of the united states of amer-
ica to be affixed to these presents and
signed the same with my hand done
at the city of philadelphia the first
dayclay of january one thousand seven
hundred and ninety five and of the
independence of the united states of
america the nineteenth

by the president edw randolph
G washington

when in the year of grace 1630
sturdy governor john winthropWira and the
puritan colonists of massachusetts
proclaimed aind duly observed a pub-
lic thanksgiving they probably had
little idea of the Importimportanceanoe which that
festival was destined to obtainin in the
history of america
the first thanksgiving differed very

materially from its successors tnhi that
it was proclaimed las a fast and notmot as
a feast supplies had run short the
ships expected from england were de

bayed and extinction threatened the
governor and company of massachu-

setts bay in new england wintrop
and his council decided to hold a day of
prayer and abstinence so that ye
lordedorde be and looke upon his
servants with favor in that they hilvehave
humbled themselves before mm ac

a crier was sent about the
primitive settlement of charlestownCharles town
and the colonists were each andaind all in-
vited to take part in the cast their
sacrifice met with speedy rewarewardrd

scarcely had the noon hour of the ill
blotted day arrived when the tong
hoped for ship made its welcome ap-
pearancepearance in massachusetts bay the
cargo was landed and the fast was
succeeded by a banquet of a sort which
must have seemed sumptuous indeed to
the exiles sogo recently plunged in hun-
ger and hardship on the threshold of0
dreaded winter winthrop and his fol-
lowers found what had been a prospect
of fear and peril changed into one of
haphappinesspins and hope such was ameri-
cas first thanksgiving as celebrated

years ago thereafter each suc-
ceeding november was marked in the
annals of the colony by a sirsimilar festi-
val of gratitude

when every one is joining in the na-
tional thanksgiving day and giving
praises for possessing the benefits of
the great country we live in it is a
question of some interest to know how
much money it took to discodiscovervei this
land for the finding of which
of people are expressing their gratitude

it is not as colossal a sum as one
would think especially in comparison
with money values today that is if we
are to judge at all from the items of
columbus expedition it cost only

spanish maravelismarmaxavedis which Is
about according to our prespresentexact

standard 1

in the archives preserved in madrid
it is stated that was given to 2
christopher columbus for his services
he had two captains under him who
received each and the sailors got

2 50 a month besides their rations
the rest of the covers the cost
of ships and fittings

it seems rather odd that the desire
for so small a sum on Co lunus part
should have thrown the treasuries of s
spain into such a flutter and caused
isabella the queen to have been com-
pelled to pawn her crown jewels tstl
raise this amount when people read
of all the grandeur of those old day
kingdoms one naturally thinks of ththe tpeople spending millions of dollars bubut 1I
evidently they knew nothing of lux 1

urlesuries or vast enterprises as the men 5
living now there certainly are nonos
such investments in these days as ttoa
advance for millions and millions
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san francisco cal nov 23 aaa
m the baldwinbald win hotel on the 0corniao JS
of market and powell streets is
flames and seems to be doomed tto dfatstruction the firstfinot alarm was turnkurnec
in at a m and since then a gen
oraleral alarm has been sounded the III

seems to envelop the entire buildt
and the flames are bursting through
the roof in various places showers offaf
sparks are being scattered over bullabuild
ings in theithe vicinity and only the at 3

sence of wind will prevent a disastrous
conflagration extending over several
blocks the hotel is owned by millimillicaMil lioa
aire E J baldwin and costcoat withwitla itsta furr
nisbings nearly it is 0of bribalck
but the interior construction Is wood
and a high mansard roof with ttowerr ottolt
corner afforded fuel for flames A e

the fire Is supposed to have started
in the baldwin theater which is in ttats
hotel building the flames extended rapt
idly towards the roof and burst


