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INSTRUCTIONS TO THE SAINTS, |eeived many revelations an

On the 20th of January, in the Tabernacle,.

Elder Orson Pratt, sen., addressed the Saints; |

and, through an oversight, a portion of his
remarks was printed in Vol. ix, No. 51, of
Tue Deserer News, previous to being care-
fully revised. Since then those remarks have
been examined by br. Pratt and the Council,

and are now printed as agreed upon by them,
as follows:

REMARKS BY ORSON PRATT, TABER-
NACLE, JAN. 29, 1860,

I will read a passage of scripture to befound
in Isaiah 52 chap., 8 verse—*Thy watchmen
shall lift up the voice, with the voice together
shall they sing: for they shall see eye to eye,
when the Lord shall bring again Zion.”

I will, this morning, take these words of the
anclent prophet as a foundation for a few re-
marks, al;}:p ying them more directly to myself.
And if they should be applicable to the con-
gt:e§at1un before me, I hope that they, together
with myself, will be benefited by the same.

It is very evident from this passage of holy
scriptures that there is a period of time to
come in the last days, in which all of the

Elders of Israel, and all the watchmen of &

Zion will understand alike, see alike and have
the same views in regard to doctrine and prin-
ciples, and, all division of sentiment will be
entirely done away; then that secripture will
be fulfilied recorded m our Lord’s prayer, as
he taught his disciples how to pray: “Our
Father who art in heaven, hallowed be tky
name, thy kingdom come, thy will be done an
earth as it is done in heaven.”

When I reflect thatin heaven there is a per-
fect union of spirit and feeling among the
celestial throng; when I reflect that in that
happy place there is no disunion one with an-
other; no different views; but that all will
have the same mind and feeling in regard to
the things of God; and then reflect that the
day is to come, when the same order of things.
is to be established here upon the earth; and
then look at the present condition of mankind,
I am_ constrained to acknowledge that there
must be a great revolution on the earth. Where
are there two men abroad in the world that
see eye to eye—that have the same view in
regard to doctrine and principle—that are of
the same mind? They can searcely be found. |
I doubt whether they can be found in the
world.

How is it among us, the Latter Day Saints?
One thing is true in regard to some few of
them; shall I say few? Noj 1 will say many of
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unications
from heaven. In one small room of & l‘ﬁ
house, neasly all the Latter Day Saints (eas
of Ohio) were colleeted together. de-
sired the Prophet of the Lord to inquire of
God and receive a revelation to guide and in-

commun

struct the church that were then present.

g.ueated toactasscribe in writing the revelation
om the mouth of the Prophet Joseph.

read a portion of this revelation: “And again

I say unto you let every man esteem his broth-
er as himself; for what man among youn hay-'

ing twelve sons, and is no respecter of them,
and they serve him obediently, and he saith
unto the one, be thou clothed in robes and sit
thou here, and to the other, be thou clothed in

rags and sit thou there, and looketh upen his |

sons and saith I am just? Behold, this { have

?i

not one, ye are not mine.”

not one, ye are not mine.”

This is very pointed, plain and definite lan- am willing to make m

uage that no man can misunderstand.

I will

—ﬁ-h-—-—-—-———h-_i—,_-—ﬁ.——__.h- .

lation to those

Br,  was not.
Joseph seated himself at the table; br. Sidney the highest an
Rigdon, who was at that time a member of the Church, in these matters.
the church, having just arrived from the West, |
wbere he embraced the gospel through the
administration of some of the Elders, was re-.

Upon  Saints; I ought to have yielded to the views of

about mej; and
really and sincerely that
at true dottrine was in re-

. s)o ; I did not feel to-yield to |
the judgzment of my brethren, but believed they |
were in error.  Now, was this right? No, it
Why? Because the prieathumf
only legitimate authority in

baving a Kind of a gelf will
moreover _lnppnalnf
I did understand v

is |

|

How is it about this? Have we not a right
to make up our minds in relation to the things
recorded in the word of God and speak about
them, whether the living oracles believe our
views or not? Wehave not the right. Why?
Because the mind of man is weak; one man
may make up his mind in this way, and anoth-
er man may make up his mind in aneother
way, and a third individual may have his
views, and thus every man is Jeft to be his own |
authority, and is governed by his owa judg-
ment which he takes as his standard.

Do you not perceive that this would, in a
short time, cause a cemplete disunion and di-

up |

I have ginned; and for this, I
confession to the

In this thing

what principle are we tobeone? Itis byheark- my brethren. I ought to have said as Jesus

ening in

that

sa
who holds

enants; suppose we hearken to the word of God,
in the Book of Mormon, and, at the same time
we feel disposed in our hearts to la{-_aﬂi_d&. the
living oracles; what then? I would answer,
in the first place, that the

premises are false. ' of Mormon is from God; I have had revealed 'as 1 ought; I bave done wrong; and I will

Why? The very moment that we set aside the to.me that the Book of Doctrine and Cove- try to do so no-more.

_ | things to that eternal and ever- did to his Father on a certain occasion,
lasting priesthood which has been conferred ¢Father, thy will be done,”
upon mortal man upon the earth. When I

“You have made this confession,” says one,

riesthood, I mean the individual “apd now we want to ask you a question on
e keys thereof; he is the standard, the subject.
the living oracle to the church. |

But, says one, suppose that we hearken to
the word of God in the Old and New Testa- know nothing of myself;
ment; suppose that we bearken to the word jpstified, but
of God in the Book of Doctrine and Cow-. So far as revelation from the heavens is con- ' and all

What do you believe concern~ |
those points now?*? .
will answer in the words of Paul., I

yet am I not hareby |
e that judgeth me is the Lord.”

2
i

cerned, I have had none in relation to those
points of doctrine,

I will tell you what ¥ have had revealed to |
I bave had revealed to me that the Book

me.

living oracles, we set aside the revelations of | nants is alse from God; I have had revealed

God. Why?

Because the revelations of God to me that this is the church and kingdom eof

command us plainly that we shall hearken to, God; I have had revealed to me that this is the

the living oracles. Hence, if we undertake to last dispensation of the fullness of times;
follow the written word, and at the same time, these things are matters of krowledge with will make

!
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1 know what Fhave gof to conquér,
to conquer my natural digposition and
and bring them to bow to the aut
bas instituted. I see no other way

is
the only way for me, and the only wayfg,
I see no possibility for the words nl? .,{::E

to be fulfilled and brought to pass in a
manner. You cannot devise or ima ',ﬁ:]: !
other way. The world havetried for six ¥
gand years to become united, and the Ny
have been, and never will be able to oit, 4
they should continue to. remain as na
kingdoms and peoples for six million of ye,
to come. They never can bring about f
oneness of sentimentand feeling by each
being his own standard, Wo;it never wagy,
dained. by the Almighty to be brought abg
in that way.,

The only way for us is to have a true sty

| dard, which must be from heaven—a standay

ordained of God, which we can follow wig
the utmost confidence—astandard we can hay,
faith in, a standard to which all human wig

ven unto you as a parable, and it is even as vision of sentiment throughout the whole dom and human judgment must give way

am. I say unto you, be one, and if ye are church? That would never fulfill the words of Such a standard only will be eternal, and wj
' my text—would never bring to pass the sayings

This I consider is a very important item.— 'of Isaiah, that their watchmen should lfﬁt |

Behold, ““I say unto you, be one, and if ye are their voice, ete.

prevail when all other standards will fail,
Do my ideas suvit anybody else? It mattey

' not whether they do or not; they suit me, ay
I am going to put the coaton. I am preachi
to myself this morning.

I did not come hey
to preach to the world, nor particularly §
preach to the Saints, but I wanted to preaed
to myself andseeiflcould not convert myself

and when I can get converted myself, perhay

I may do some aood in preaching to the Sain
and to the world,
Inasmuch as there may have been any feel

iinlga in the hearts of the Latter Day Saink

that are now before me, I desire to do all
my power to bring about a complete reconcilia,
tion. I wish the whole Territory were he
the Eood people of England and all th
Saints that have ever seen any of my writi

L or read my views; I would say to them all-

brethren, I make a ceonfession; I have sinn
I have been too stubborn;.I have not yield

And if the whole king.
dom of God cay be reconciled with me,Ll
shall be very glad. At least I will do all L
can to obtain their reconciliation.

These are my feelings to br. Brigcham. |
reconciliation to the presidency,

do not give heed to the living oracles of, God, | me; I know them to be true, and I do know and te the Twelve, and to the church, so fa
the written word will condemn us; it shows about many things in relation to God and te as it is in my power, o far as Thave not yield.

that we do not follow,it according to our pro-. future events.
This is what 1 wish to bring home? But when I reflect upon the subject I have

{ession.

|

ed to my brethren,,
I consider these to be true principles, how.

to myself as an individual, and if the same  very little knowledge concerning many things. | ever imperfect I may have been; it has nothi

thing will suit any other person in the congre-

What do I know for instance, about much

to do with the principles; the principles an

gation, I hope. that he will take it home to of what is revealed inthe last book of the New from heaven. Amen.

Limself,

But, inquires.one, how is it that youn are go-, do I know about much written in the Book of |

them; they do actually, in the great funda-
mental principles of the doctrine of Jesus
Christ, see eye to eye. I cannot suppose that |
in our infancy and childhood we can attain to |
all of this great perfection in 2 moment, and
be brought to see and understand alike. But
there is one great heavenly standard or princi-
Ele to which we must all come, What is that
eavenly standard or principle? It is the res-

toration of the holy priesthood, the living ora-.
cles of God to the earth; and that priesthood,
dictated, governed and directed by the power
of revelation, through the gift of the Holy
Glhost, that is the standard to which all the

Latter Day Saints, and the kingdom of God,
must come, in order to fulfill the prophecy I

have read in your hearing. '

It matters not how much inforimation any
man may have before he comes into this
church. It matters not how extensively he
may be taught in the arts and sciences of the
day; how extensively hemay be taught in re-
gard fo various branches of learning, It mat-
ters not how much natural wisdom he may be
qualified with. It matters not whether he
has occupied a high station in the eyes of the
world or a low one. It matters not what his
prier condition may have been; when he re-
pents before God and entersinto a covenant
with the Father and the Son and with his
brethren, and manifests before them and the
whole world that he forsakes the world apd
the wisdom thereof; that is, that which is
called wisdom by the weorld; that he is willing
to forsake all things which are of the world,
that are inconsistent with the character of |
God, his attributes, his word, and his kingdom;
that very moment he comes to that point and
goes forward in baptism, he becomes subject
to a different power.from what he had he%ure
been subject to. He becomes sunjectto a cer-
tain authority that is different; hre becomes
subject to an authority which has come from
heaven; not an anthority ordained of man; not
an authority which has been originated b
human wisdom, or by the learning of mankind;
not by inspired or uninspired books; for books
never yet bestowed authority, whether inspired
or uninspired.

The authority of Jesus Christ sent down
from heaven, couferred upon man by his holy
angels, or by those that may have previously
received divine authority, is the true and only
standard here upon the face of our earth; and
to this standard all people, nations and tongues
must come, or eventually be taken from the
earth; for this is the only standard which will
endure and this is the only autherity which is
everlasting and eternal and which will endure
in time and throughout all eternity.

This brings to my mind a revelation which
was given in a general conference on the 2d
day of January, 1831; the church then baving
been organized about nine months. All the
Saints were gathered together, from various
little branches that had been established, in
the house of Father Whitmer, whose sons be-
came conspicuous in this last dispensation as
being witnesses of: the Book of Mormon—

I

whose house also bagame conspicuous as the
place where the I'tophet Joseph Smith re-

ing to apply this to yourself? I will tell youn, |
But first let me quote from another revelation, '

contained in the Book of Doctrine and Cove-.

nants; perhaps I had better read the passage!

which 1 wish now to bring to your understand-
ing:—““Behold there shall be a record kept
among you, and in it thou shalt be called a
Seer, a Translator, a Prophel, an Aposile of

Jesus Christ, an Elder of the Church through

the will of God the Father, and the grace of |

our Lord Jesus Christ, being inspired of the
Holy Ghost to lay the foundation thereof, and
te build it up unto the most holy faith, which
church was organized and established in tie

year of our Lord,eighteen hundred and thirty,

'heaven,who knows but very little about John’s
Revelations.

knowle

Testament, called John’s Revelations? What |
Daniel?. Some few.things.are quite plain; but |
what do I understand in relation to some few
of the predictions in the 11th chap. of Daniel?
I doubt whether there is a person, unless he |
has been favored with direct revelation from

What do I know about many things in rela-
tion to the celestial kingdom? Has the celes- |
tial kingdom been opened to my mind? No.—
Have 1 gazed upon it in vision? No—
Have [ seen God sitting on his throne, sur-
rounded by his holy angels? No. Have I
dge of the laws, and order, and govern- |
ment, and rule which regulate that kingdom?

Elder Pratt sustains an unimpeachabl
character, so far as strict morality, tried in
tegrity, indusiry, energy, zeal, faithfulness t
his religion, and honesty in all business tr
actions are concerned; but it will be readi
perceived, from his ““Remarks,” that he dos
not claim exemption from liability to errin
judgment in relation to ““some points of doe
trine.” Br. Pratt’s preachings and teaching
upon the first principles of the gospel are ex
cellent.

With regard te the quotations and com
ments in the Seer as to Adam’s having bees

in the fourth. month, and in the sixth day of | No, 1f the revelations seem to apparently  formed “out of the ground,” and “from the

the mon

give unto you, as he receiveth them, walking
in all holiness before me; for his word shall ye
receive as if from mine own mouth, in all
patience and faith.”

Here then we perceive what is binding upon
the church of the living God; what was bind-
ing u%on them thirty years ago; and what has
been binding- upon them ever since, from the
day that it was given,until the day the Proph-
et was mariyred, down until the year 1860,
and until the present moment of time. All
this time there have been a kingdom and
church of the living God on the earth, and a
man placed at the head of that church to gov-

ern, direct, counsel, preach, exhort, testify, |

and speak the truth to the people, and counsel
them in the things pertaining to their duties,
and pertaining to the kingdom of God.

Now, then, let me get back again.

The great subject before me this morn-
ing, is, the words 1 have been repeating before
you, and how they apply.to myself. There
bave been a few. things wherein I have done
wrong — wherein 1 have disobeyed these in-.
structions that are here laid down — wherein,
no doubt, I have offended the Lord, and where-
in I have, no doubt, grieved the feelings of my
brethren; and inasmuclh: as I have done this,no
doubt, I bhave also brought at many times
darkness upon my own mind. I want to make
a confession to-day. I do not know that
brother Brigham, or any of the rest of the
Twelve who have come here this morning, ex-
ceg:t brother Benson, knew of my intentions.
I did tell brother Benson I thought of making
a confession this. morning, but the others were
not aware of this. There are a few things
which have been a source of sorrow to my-
self, at different times, for many years.

l

th, which is called April. Wherefore, ! convey this or that idea, still I may be entire- |
meaning the church, thou shalt give heed unto  ly mistaken in regard to the meaning of those-
his words and commandments which he shall | revelations.

Perhaps you may be desirous to know what
they are. I will tell you. There are some
pointsof doctrine which I have,unforturately,
thrown out before the people.

At the time I expressed those views, I did
most sincerely believe that they were in accord-
ance with the word of God. 1 did most sin-
cerely suppose that I wa:cﬂ'ustifying the truth.
Bat I have since learned from my brethren,
that some of the doctrines I had advanced in
the “Seer,” at Washington were incorrect.—
Naturally being of a stubborn disposition and

|

There is one thing I will insure you of, God |
will never reveal any thing te me, or to an
other man, which will come in contact wit
the views and revelations which he gives to
the man who hol Is the keys. We never need
expect such a thing.

“But,” inquires one, ‘“have you, not felt
anxious that the church should follow your
ideas as laid down in the Seer?” 1 have not;
if I had, I should have preached them; I
should have tried to reason with you to con-.
vince you of their apparent truth.

I have always been anxious the church
ghould be governed by him who has the right
to govern it —to receive rewvelations, and fo
give counsel for its guidance, through whom
correct doctrine comes and is unfolded to the
children of men.

God placed Joseph Smith at the head of this.
church. God has likewise placed Brigham
Young at the head of this church; and he has
required you and me, male and female, to sus-.
tain those authorities thus placed over us in
their position, and that autherity is binding
on all quorums.and individuals of quorums.—.
He has never released you nor me from those |
obligations. Wge are commanded to give heed
to their words in all things, and receive their
words as from the mouth of God, in ally
patience and faith. When we do not this, we
get into darkness. God has placed them
where they are, and requires you and me
to.continue in our faith and patience to receive
the truth at their hands. lam Euing to.do it.
L'am going to repent. I arose this morning to.
unburden my feelings in regard to these mat-.
ters.

What is repentance? Is it merely.to say
we will do thus and so, and then go and do di-
rectly to the contrary? When I say I am go-
ing to repent of thesa things, I mean that I
am going from this time henceforth, through
the grace of God assisting me,to try and show.
by my acts and by my words, that I will up-
hold and suppert those whom I do know God
has placed over me to govern, direct and guide
me in the things of this kingdom.

I do not know that I shall be able to carry
out those views; but these are my Ereaent de-
terminations. 1 pray that I may bave grace

and strength to perform this. 1 feel exceed-.
ingly weak in regard to these matters,

dust of the ground,” &c., it is deemed wises
to let that subject remain without further ex-
planation at present, for it is written that we
are to receive ‘“dine upon line,” accordingte
our faith and capacities, and the circumstan
ces attending our progress.

In the Seer, pages 24 and 25, par. 22,bn
Pratt states:—“Al these Gods are equal is
power, in glory, in dominion, and in the pos
session of all things; each possesses a fullness
of truth, of knowledge, of wisdom, of light,
intelligence;. each governs himself in all
things by his own attributes, and is filled with
love, goodness, mercy and justice towards all
The fullness of all these attributes is wha
constitutes God.”” “I{ is truth, light, and love,
that we worship and adore;these are the sam
in all worlds; and as these constitute God, Hs
is the same in all worlds;y? “Wherever yo
find a fullness of wisdiom, knowledge, truth
goodness, love, and such like qualities, then
you find God in all his glory, power, and ma
jesty—therefore, i€ you worship these adorabk
perfections, you worship God.”

Seer, page 117, par. 95:—*“then there willk
ne Being or Beings in existeuce that will kno
one particle more than what we know; the
our knowledge, and wisdom, and power w
be infinite; and cannot, from thenceforth, bei
creased. or expanded in the least degre
same page, par. 96:—“but when they> (&
Saints) “become one with the Father and §
and receive a fullness of their glory, that &
be the end of all progression in knowleig
because there. will be nothing more to ¥
learned. The Father and the Son do not I
gress in knowledge and wisdom, because®
already know all things past, present,
come.” Par., 97:—*there are none amongs
(the Gods) that are in advance of the
in knowledge; though some may
Gods as many millions of years as fl
particles of dust in all the universe, yet there




