
NEWSif i f pa 1 lit

TO THE SAINTS
it 3

on the of january in the tabernacle
eldererder orsonorbon pratt senben addressed the saints
and through an oversight a portion of hisbis

remarks was printed in volvoi ix no 51 of
THE DESERET NEWS previous to being care-
fully revised since then those remarks have
beenbean examined by br pratt and the council
and are now printed as agreed upon by them
as follows

REMARKS BY ORSON PRATT taber-nacle JAN 29 1860

I1 will read a passage of scripture to be found
in isaiah 52 chap 8 verseverae thy watchmen
shall lift up the voice with the voice together
shall they sing for they shallshail beesee eye to eye
when thetha lord shallshail bring again zion

I1 will thisthib morning take these words of the
a r prophet as a foundation for a few re-
marks applying them more directly to myself
and if they should be applicable to the con-
gregationgregationgatlon before me I1 hope that they together
w fa myself will be benefited by the samebame

it 13 very evident from this passage of holy
scriptures that there is a period of time to
acme in the last days in which allail of thothe
liders of israel and allali the watchmen of
zion will understand alike seebee alike and have
the same views in regard to doctrine and prin-
ciples and allail division of sentiment will be
entirely done away then thatthab scripture will
be fulfilled recorded in our lords prayer as
he taught his disciples how to pray our
father ahovho art in heaven hallowed be aby
name thy kingdom come thy will be done on
earh as it is done in heaven

when I1 reflect that in heaven there is a per-
fect union of spirit and feeling among the
celestial throng when I1 reflect that in
happy place there is no disunion one with an
other no different views but allailallwillwillwiil
have the same mind and feeling liiiti regard to
taefae things of god and then reflect that the
day is to come when the same order of things
is to be established here upon the earth and
thenehen look at the present condition of mankind
lamiam constrained to acknowledge thatthab there
must be a great revolution on thetha earth where
are there two menimeol abroad in the world that
reesee eye to eye that have the same view in
regardvelard to doctrine and principle that are of
fhethe same mind they can scarcely be found
1 doubt whether they can be found in the
world

how is it among cs the latter day saints
one thing is true in regard to some few of

m shallshail I1 say fewrew nolnonoi l will say many of
hem they do actually in the great funda-

mental principles 0 the doctrine of jesus
christ see eye to eye I1 cannot suppose that
n our infancy and childhood we can attain to

allati of this great perfection in a moment and
be brought to see and understand alike but

ere is one great heavenly standard or princi-
ple to which we must allail come what is that
heavenly standard or principle it is the res
oration of the holy priesthood the living ora

cleg of god to thetha earth and that priesthood
dictated governed and directed by the power
of revelation through the gift of the holy
ghost that is the standard to which allail the
latter day sainta and the kingdom of god
must come in order to fulfill the prophecy I1
have read in your hearing

it matters notnou how much information any
man may have before b comes into this
church it matters not how extensively he
may be taught in the arts and sciences of the
daydachowhow extensively he may be taught inre
gard to various branches of learning it mat-
ters not how much natural wisdom he may be
qualified with it matters notdot whether he
has occupied a high station in the eyes of the
world or a low one it matters not what his
prior condition may have been when he re-
pents before god and enters into a covenant
with the father and the son and with his
brethren and manifests before them and the
whole world that he forsakes the world addand
the wisdom thereof that is that which is
called wisdom bythe world that he is willing
0o forsake allali things which are of the world
hat are inconsistent with the character of
god his attributes his word and his kingdom
atiat very moment he comes to that point and
goes forward in baptism he becomes subject
to a different power from what he had before
beenbeeh subject to he becomes a
taintarnlainl ainarn authority that is different be becomes
subject to an authority which has come from
heavenbeaven not an authority ordained of mannot
an authority which habhas been originated by
human wisdom or by the learning of mankind
notnoi by inspired or uninspired books for books
nev r yet bestowed authority whether inspired
or uninspired

thetha authority of lesusjesus christ sent down
from heaven conferred upon man by his holy
angels or by those that may have previously
received divine authority is the true and only
standard here upon the face of ourcur earth and
to thisthib standard allail people nations addand tongues
must come or eventually be taken from the
earth for this is the only standard which will
endure and thibthis is the only authority which is
everlasting and eternal and which will endure
in time and throughout allail eternity

this brings to my mind a revelation which
was given in a general conference on the ad
day of january 1831 the church then having
been organized about nine months allail the
saints were gathered together from various
laule branches that had been established in
the house of father whitmer whose sons be-
came conspicuous in this last dispensation as
being witnesses oke the book of mormon
whose househouge alsoaiso badame conspicuous as thej

place where the jpseph smith reielreii

many revelations and communications
efrom heaven in one smailsmall room of at log
housebouse nearly allail the latter day saints east
of ohio were collected together they de-
sired the prophet of the lord to inquire of
god and receive a revelation to guidegulde and in-
struct the church that were then present br
joseph seated himself at the tabletabie br sidney
rigdon who was at that timelime a member of
the church having just arrived from the west
where he embraced the gospel through the
administration of some of the elders was re-
quested to act as scribe in writing the revelation
from the mouth of the prophet yosephjoseph I1 will
read a portion of this revelation and again
I1 baysay unto you letiet every man esteem his broth-
erhayingas himself for what man among youyon hav-
ing twelve sonssong and is no respecter of them
and they serveberve him obediently and he saith
unto the one be thou clothed in robesrobbs andadd sitbit
thou here and to the other be thou clothed in
rags and sitbit thou there and upon hisbis
sonsbons and saithbaith I1 am just behold this I1 have
ilven unto you as a parable and it is even as

am I1 saybay unto you be one andani if ye are
not one ye arearc notpot mine

this I1 consider is a very important item
behold 1I saybay unto you be one and if ye are
not one ye are not mine

this is very pointed plain and definite lan-
guage that no man can misunderstand upon
what principle are we to beope it is by heark-
ening in allail things to that eternal and ever-
lasting priesthood which has been conferred
upon mortalmorial man upon the earth when I1
say that priesthood I1 mean the individual
who holds the keys thereof he is the standard
the living oracleoracie to the church

but says one suppose that we hearken to
the word of god in the oldoid and new testa-
ment suppose that we hearken to the word
of god in the book of doctrine and co
enacts suppose we hearken to the hordof god
in the book of mormon and at the
we feel disposed in our hearts to laylax aile the
living oraches what then I1 answer
in the first place that the premises are falsefaise
why the very moment that we set aside the
living oracles we set aside the revelations of
god why because the revelations of god
command us plainly that we shall hearken to
the living oracles hence if we undertake to
follow the written word and at the samebame time
do not give libed to the living oracles of god
the written word weilwill condemn us it shows
that we do not folfoi lovitlorit according thour pro
bessionfessionslon thisthib is what I1 wish to bring homo
to myself as an individual and if the same
thing will suitsult any other person in the congre-
gation I1 hopethatbat he will take it home to
himself

but inquiregoneaone how is it that youyon are go-
ing to apply this to yourself I1 willwiil tellteil youyon
but first letiet me quote from another revelation
contained in the book of doctrine and cove-
nants perhaps I1 had better read the passage
which I1 wish now to bring to your understand-
ing behold there shallbhail be a record kept
among you and in it thou bhailshall be called a
seer a translator a prophet an apostle of
jesus christ an eldereider of the church through
the willwili of god the father and the grace of
our lord jesus christ being inspired of the
holy ghost to lay the foundation thereof and
to build it up unto thetha most holy faithfalth which
church was organized and established in tsette
year of our Lord eighteen hundred and thirty
in the fourth month and in the sixth day of
the month chich fa called april wherefore
meaning the church thou bhailshall givelive heed unto
hisbis words and commandments which he bhailshall
give unto bouas he receiveth them walking
in allali holiness before me for his word shall ye
receive as if from mine own mouth in allail
patience and faithfalth

here then we perceive what is binding upon
the church of the living god what was bind-
ing upon them thirty yearbyears ago and what has
been binding upon them evereven sincebince from the
day that it was given until the day the proph-
et was martyredmartyred down until the year 1860
and until the present moment of time allail
this time there have been a kingdom and
church of the living god on the earth and a
man placed at the head of that church to gov-
ern direct counsel preach exhort testify
and speak the truth to the people and counsel
them in the things pertaining to their duties
and pertaining to the kingdom of god

let me get back again
the greatgreab subject before me this morn-

ing is the wardswords I1 have been repeating before
you and how they apply to myself there
have been a few things wherein I1 have done
wrong wherein I1 havehava disobeyed these in-
structions that are here laid down wherein
no doubt I1 have offended the lord and where-
in I1 have no doubt grieved the feelings of my
brethren and inasmuch as I1 havehaye done
doubt I1 have alsoaiso brought at many times
darkness upon my ownowr mind I1 want to make

todayto day I1 do not know that
brother brigham or any of the rest of uhethe
twelve who have come here this morning ex-
cept brother benson knew of my intentions
I1 didaid tellteli brother benson I1 thought of making
a confession this morning but the others were
not aware of this there are a few things
which have been a source of sorrow to my-
self at different times for many years

perhaps you may be desirous to know what
they are I1 will tellteil you there are some
pointonpoint of doctrine which I1
thrown outoat before the people

at the time I1 expressed those views I1 did
most sincerely believebelleve that they were in accord-
ance with the word of god I1 did most sin-
cerely suppose that I1 was justifying the truth
but I1 haye sincebince learned from my brethren
that some of the doctrines I1 had advanced in
the seer at washington were incorrect
naturally being of a stubborn disposition and

having a kind of a seifself wilf aboulos melandmelani i

moreover supposing really and sincerelyince rely that
I1 did understand what true doctrine was in re-
lation to those boults I1 did not feel to
the judgment of my brethren but believed they
were in error now was this nightright no it
was not why because the priesthood is
the highest and only legitimate authority in
the church in these matters

how is it about this have we not a right
to make up ouroun minds in relation to the things
recorded in the word of god and speak about
them whether the living oracles believebelleve our
views or not we havehase not the right
because the mind of man is weak one man
may make up his mind in this way and adoth
er man may make up his mind in another
way and a third individual may have his
views and thus everyman is left to be hisbis own
authority and is governed by his own judg-
ment which he takes as his standard

do you not perceive that this would in a
short time cause a complete disunion and di-
vision of sentiment throughout the whole
church that would seyersever fulfill the words of
my text would biever bring to pass the sayings
of isaiah that their watchmen should littlift up

voice etc
in this thing chave sinned and for this I1

am to make my confession to the
saints I1 ought to have yielded to the views of
my brethren I1 ought to have saidsald as jesus
did to his father on a certain occasion

father thy will be donddone
you have made this confession saysbays one

addand now we wantwani to ask you a question on
the subject what do you believe concern-
ing those points now

1 will answer in the words of paul 1 I
know nothing of myself yet am I1 not hereby
justified but he me is the lord
so far as revelation from the heavens is con-
cerned I1 have had nonenohe in relation to those
points of doctrine

1 will tellteil you what I1 have had revealed to
me I1 have had revealed to me that the book
of mormon is from godgoa I1 have had revealed
to me that the book of doctrine and cove-
nants is alsoaiso from god I1 have had revealed
to me that this is the church and kingdom of
god I1 have had revealed to me that this is thetho
last dispensation of thetha fullness of
thesathese things are matters of knowledge with
me I1 know them to be true and I1 do know
about many things in relation to god and to
future events

but when I1 rehrefleftt upon the subject I1 hav
very little knowledge concerning many things

what do I1 know forfon instance about much
of what is revealed in the last book of the new
testament called johns revelations what
do I1 know about much written in the book of
daniel some few things are quite plain butbui
what do I1 understand in relation to somebome few
of the predictions in the alth chap of Daniel 1

I1 doubt whether therathere is a person unless he
has been favored with direct revelation from
heaven who knows but very little about johns
revelations

what do I1 know about many things in rela-
tion to the celestial kingdom has the celes-
tial kingdom been opened to my mind no
have I1 gazed upon it in vision no
have I1 seensaen god sitting on his throne sur-
rounded by his holy angels no have I1
knowledge of the laws and order and govern-
ment and ruleruie which regulate that kingdom
no if the revelations seem to apparently i

convey this or that idea still I1 may be entire
ly mistaken in regard to the meaningmearing of those
revelations

there is one thing I1 will insureinjure you of godgol
will never reveal any thing to me or to any
other man which will come in contact with
the views and revelations which he gives to
the man who holhoi Is the keys we never need
expect such a thing

but inquires on havehava you not feltfeit
anxious that the church should follow your
ideas as laid down in the seer I1 have not
it I1 had I1 should hayehave preached them I1
should have tried to reason with bouto con
vince you of their apparent truth

I1 havehavo always been anxious the church
should be governed by him who has the nightright
to govern it to receive revelations and to
giveglye counsel for its guidance through whoawhom
correct doctrine comes and ig unfolded to the
children of ciennien

god placed joseph smith at the head 0 this
church god has likewise placed brigham
young at the head of this church and he has
required you and me malemala and female to sus
tain those authorities thus placed over us in
their position and that authority is binding
on allali quorums and individuals of quorumsqu
he has never released you nor me from those
obligations we are to give heed
to their words in allail things and receive their
words as from the mouth of god in alball
patience and faithfalth when we do not this we
get into darkness god has placed theathem
where they are audand requires you and me
to continue in faithfalth and patience to receive
the truth at their hands I1 am goingloing todo it
La 0 o repent I1 arose this morning to
unburden my feelings in regard to these mat

what is repentance Is merelyit to say
we will do thus and so and then go and do di-
rectly to the contrary when I1 saybay I1 am go-
ing to repent of these things mean that I1
am going from this tinaa henceforth through
the grace of god assisting meto try and show
by my acts and by my words that I1 will up-
hold and support those whom I1 do know god
has placed over me to govern direct and guidegulde
me in the things of this kingdom

I1 do not know that I1 shall be ableabid to carry
out thosethole views but these are my present de-
terminations I1 pray that I1 may havebave grace
and strength to perform this I1 feelfebi exceed-
ingly weak in regard to thesethebe matters

1 know what I1 have got to
to conquer my disposition
and bang them to bow to the auth
hag instituted I1 see no other way ajr
the only way for me and the only wJoryon
I1 seebee no possibility for thetha oanfa
to be fulfilled and brought to pass in anyaly
manner you cannot deysedease or image
other way the world have tried for st
sandband years to become united and they
have been and never will be ableabie to d
they should continue to remain as nal
kingdoms and peoples for six million ote
to come they never can bring abbot
oneness of feel ing by each 3 f
being his own standard koit never wa
bained by the almighty to be brought a
in that way 1

the only way for us is to have a truetruo s
dard which must be from heaven a stan
ordained of god which we can follows
the utmost confidence a standard we can
faithfalth in a standard to which allali human y
dom and human judgment must give j
such a standard only will be eternal ancs
prevail when allali other standards will failfall

do my ideas suitbuit anybody eiseelse it magmay
not do or not they euleui me
I1 am going to put thetha coat on I1 am
to myself this morning I1 did not came
to preach to the world nor particularly
preach to the saints but I1 wanted to prel
to myself and seebee if I1 could not convert mysmib
and when I1 can get converted myself berh
I1 may do some good in the SH
and to the world

inasmuch as there may have be enany f
ings in the hearts of the latter baysal
that are now before me I1 desire to do alt
my power to bring about a complete reconcile
tion I1 wish the whole territory were h
and allail the good people of england and allail IF
saints that have ever seenbeen any of my writing
or read my views I1 would saybay to aalaaioal
brethren I1 make a confessionconfessions1 have sinne
I1 have been too stubborn have not yield
as I1 ought I1 have done wrong and I1 w
try to do so nomoreno more and if the whole kica
dom of god caucan be reconciled with
shall be very gladgiad at least I1 will do allali
canto obtain their reconciliation ftthesethebe are my feelings to br Brighabrightmj
will make reconciliation to the presidency

twelve and to the church so ti
as it is in ny power so far as I1 have not yi
ed to my brethren

I1 consider these tobe true principle siasrasly
evereven imperfect I1 may have been it hasbas powpou
to do with the principles the principle sl
from heaven amen

eldereider pratt sustains an
character so far as strict morality tried
tegrity industry energy zeal faithfulfaithfulnessnes
his religion and honesty in allali business trantrad
actions areane concerned but it will be reaor
perceived from his remarks that heliheji
not claim exemption from liability to e
judgment in relation to some points of d

trine br pratts preach ings and teachie
upon the first principles of the gospel araje
celceicellenalentieni fwith regard to the quotations and com-

ments in the seer as to adams having byibya
formed out of the ground and from ai
dust of the ground ac it is deemed wisht
to letiet that subject remain without furtherdeltdEit

at present for it is written that
are to receive line upon line according
ouroun faithfalth and capacities andana the
casces attending our progress

in the seer pages 24 and 25 par
erratt states thesethebe gods are equay
power jn gloryn dominion and in thepthee
session of allali things each possesses a fullfuli
of tr knowledgeof wisdom of light
intelligence each governs himself in
things by his own attributes and is filled ww
loveiove goodness mercy and justice towards
the fullness of allail these attributes is waalwall

constitutes god U is truth bight and loeloj
that we worship and are the sambam

in allail worlds and aa these constitute
is the bamesame in allail worlds
hindfind a fullness of wisdom knowledge trub

goodness loveiove andadd such likeilke qualities tn
you find godgoa in allail hisbis glory power andu
jesty therefore if you worship these adora
perfections you worship god fparyar 95 then
no being or beings in existence
one particle molemore than what we know
ouroar knowledge aniand wisdom and powers
be infinite and cannot from thenceforth ba
creased or expanded in the least degidegl

same page par 96 but when
saints become oneode with the father anaanu
and receive a fullness of their glory that
be the end of allali progression in knowla
because there willwiil be nothing more to

learned the father and the son do not
gressgross in knowledge and wisdom because
already know allali things past preseritelit 5
come par 97 there are none amone
the gods that are in advance of thigh

in knowledge though somebome may haishiis
godsgoas as many millions of years asereaaereeaaerbere
particles in allail th seMBbemb

w


