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WHATHAT OFFICES AREAEE VAj GATED
i 1akl

we aresio in receipt of thetho followinga
communication

SAM lareLAKE CITYolty
march 1882

e-ditor deseret news

there to bo a prevalent
nifemisunderstandingunderstanding in regard to the
meaning of the finstfirst part of section
9 of the edmunds bill it readsroads

that all the registration and elec
tion offices of every description in
the territory of utah are hereby de-
clared vacant etc readingbeading it in
connection with the rest of the sen-
tence I1 construe itift to mean that
immediately after the bill is signed
by the president all persons now
authorized to transact any business
relating to thothe registration of voters
or any other election afnaafraaffairsirsins will be
ousted from such ofofficesflees this view
however I1 find differs materially
from the construction plapiaplacedcedeed upon
the clause quoted by some of my
acquaintances they say it means
a general official massacremaasacre of auall
territorial officers of every de-
scription who have boanbean elected
by the people

will youyouhanahavohaxo the kindness to ex-
plain the truetruetruo Inwardinwardness of this
matter and greatly oblige many be-
sides

yours truly MAOmj
the offices vacated under the sec-

tion of the edmunds bill providing
commissiocommissionerscommissionera to nilfill vacancies are
simply those latingrelatingro to registrationre
and electionejection no other ollicesoffices are
referred to in that section and no
other offices araaro declared vacant by
any other part of the bill poleg
amista bigamistsbigamists and persons co-
habitinghabiting with more than one woman
are declared ineligible to office but
the process by which the status of
thothe incumbents of the various offices
cancau be determined ia13 not defined by
the bill we knowkenow of no other than
judicialJ uricial means by which the
ability of any officer can bobe calabestab-
lished

another pointpaint is that offommmeersofficers who
have registration or elective duties
attached to the other and regular
duties required of them by law are
not lustedousted from their offices by the
edmundsE bill and only BOso far as
they are registration0 or election
omeeraficeraol are they released for in-
stance a county clerfeclark remains in
his omeoomee as such although his posi-
tion as an elective officer iais vacated
and an assessor retainsbowns his office
although hlahia position as a registra-
tion officer laIs vacated

rhetherho difficulty in the minds of
somebome of our friends arises from con-
founding the term election 1 with
that of elective 11 election offices
are vacated but most ofbf the elective
offices those filledlilied by election nrcarc

4 1not affected we hope this brief ex-
planation will aufilee to make the
matter cdear1 ear

EXPOSING THE hypocrites
thothe pretended spasms of

virtue with which some of the most
corrupt centresbentres of modem civilliacivillza
tion have been shaking during the
past few weeks the detroit free
press8 cs has the following pungent edi-
torial

ccchicago is nothing ifnot sensa-
tional only a few days ago the
citizens met hiin solemn conclave to
denounce the immorality and wick-
edness of the mormonscormons in utah
and they did denounce if mor-
monism could bobe wiped out with
oratory or rhetoric it would todayto day
be a thing of thepast aliAU the rore
tiolio of the eitycity werevere drawn upon
Tthe pulpitjait the bar and the mer-
cantilecant le prprofessionofession contributed their
presence and eloquence and the
spekspeeches and resolves were emphat-
ic and scorching the morality of
chicago long since shocked was
thoroughly arouabouarousedmd and the 1

ab

louiou outrageous law defyingdefying prac-
ticesa of the pestiferous polypolygamistsI1mists
wewere portrayed in allail their hideous
colors while the law majersmajors of the
land were caawpon for fresh de-
vices chereb great blot upon
the national escutcheon may be
wiped out

Ththe nation sympathized when
thothe electric messenger bore to the
four corners of the land a report of
the chicago meeting the friends otof
law and decency and good govern-
ment cried out done the
outburst of the great city was hailed
as an indication that a better day
had dawned and that from thence-
forth the government strengthened
by the consciousness of popular sym-
pathy and assured of popular sup-
port would move upon the mor
mons as a government meaning
business A few of the more enthu-
siastic would not have been surpris-
ed if an expedition had been organ-
ized the very day after the chicago
meeting with orders from wash-
ington to smite the polygamists hip
and thigh and to break the bands
of the oppressed in utah

but if any of those who have been
moved by the chicago outburst read
the papers of that city their enthu-
siasm must be sadly chilled by this
time for two successive weeks on
saturday the chicago interinfer ocean
has devoted itself to an exposure of
a few of the worst dens of
infamy shame and crime
in that city and the picture
it presents Is one which makes the
story of polygamy and mormonism
seem in comparison like a tale of
pastoral simplicity in its issue of
saturday last it sketches in outlineoutlines
beenes of vice and depravity and
crime which cannot be paparalleledralleralieled by
anyanythingn thatat hasAs ever been laid to
the chargego of mormonism eyeneven
when the alleged murders of the
ab blooddad aatonemente ent are included
for the chicago wickedness not
only hasbus to do with the destruction
of the body but the destruction
of the soulgoal

this showing which the chicago
press Is making ought not to weak-
en the protest which the citizens of
that place have made agaiagalagainstast poly-
gamy but it inevitably will if they
permit the beandascandalousionslons doings of
their own fellow townsmen and
neighbors to pampas without an equal-
ly vigorous protest they may be
as earnest and honestbonest as they seem-
ed in their abhorrence of the plural
wife system but they will get no
credit for either unless they show
something of the same earnestness
and honesty in exposing and de-
nouncingnouncing the elnein which flourishes
in rank luxuriance beneath their
noses on the contrary they will
be denounced all over the iandland as
hypocrites

RATHERBATHER DOUBTFUL

THE louisville jostpos has the follow
ing to say on the present subject of
popular comment

the measure which has just
passed the house only defers the
mormon quesquerquestiontion for awhile it is
one of these political puzzles which
arise once in a while in all countrcountries
and which demand eaction but be
wilder the judgment of the legisla-
tors we wonder at the excitement
caused by the refusal of bradlaugh
to takotake the oath in parliament and
the cessation of important bubusinessamess
to discuss a point which appears to
be trivial there is a certain re-
semblance between the embarrass-
ment in handling the mormon diffi-
culty and the trouble in disposing of
the atheist bradlaugh the resem-
blance isJs one ol01 cifredifredifferencerence the
constitution of the united states
does not formally recognize god in
its text but there laIs the broadest
possible statement of the principle
dedicating america as an asylum
for people of all creeds ingreat britain on the other hand
the entire social fabric and legislalegists
tive structure aareinaro in great measure
founded on an established religion
Bradlaughs fight iaJs forcing the gov-
ernment step by step to relinquish
political inequalities founded on re
lillous faith the mormon question
involves the same principle aaas that
of chinese immigration only it Is
more difficult thothe bill for the in-
direct suppression of polygamy may
annechaffect its purpose but it is much to
Lbee doubted

THE CASE OF THE DELEGATE
eromFROM UTAH

WE have received the full report of
the Commitcommitteetuette on elections to
whom was rereferrederred the contest for

the beatseatbeatinin congress of the delegate
from utah with the statements
and opinions of dissenting members
and the minority report signed by
BS W moulton gibson atherton
L H davis and 0 VW jonesjoness
it makes a pamphlet of sixty six
pageses muchuch of it in small type mrcikrikcalkins3 the chairman gives his
views in the majority report and

thompson pettibone mil-
ler jacobs beitzBeltzbeltzhooverhooverboover ranneybanney
andund atherton each explain at
length their views in relation to the
points under discussion namely

first did mr cannon receive the
highest number of legally cast votes
for the office of delegate in con-
gressgrcondmondsecondI1 waswab he a citizen of the
united states at that time or has
he since become a citizen and did
he possess the other necessaryneceasary quali-
ficationsficatlonsions to become a delegate in
congress

third was henhea polygamist at the
time of his election and if eoso iais tuat
a disqualification

to the first and second points an
affirmative answer backed by a
strong array of facts and arguments
iaIs given by every member of the
comcommitteecittee but one wag G thomp-
son stands alone in denying that
mr cannon received the greatest
number of legal votes and that he
is a duly naturalized citizen of the
united states his arguments are
simply the enunciation of strained
technicalities and to thoe familiar
with the contest they bearbear the un
mistakablekablekabie brand and ear marks of
the attorney for Mr Campbellcampbeli being
but a repetition of his sophismssophi inssms in
hshis own style of specialla1 pleading

it iais clearly establishedestaerbeI1 shed then by
the committee on elections that
georgedeorge Q cannon recelnecelreceivedveilveti 1568
votes for delegate and alienallen G
campbell only 1357 votes and that
in anyevent campbell was notelect-
ed that matter is settled so far as
tilethe committee are concerned the
majority report as well as thetha mi-
nority declaring that mr camp-
bell not having received a majority
of the votes cast ia13 not ententitled1 t1ed to
the seat s this puts the gover-
norsnornotnorsis act in granting to campbell
the certificate just where this paper
haghas pointed out from the beginning
of the contestconteat the certificate was
falsefaise and void

in regard to mr Cancannonsnona citizen-
ship8h 1p over nearly all of the
controvertcont has arisen and indeed
on which the whole indefensible
transaction which denied him the
certificate was basensbased the decision
in the majority report is as follows

we therefore hold that mr can-
non is a citizen of the united states
and that he is not disqualified on
the ground ofalienagenilall from holding
his seatsent as a delegate s

the decision in the minority re
port says

the queiquestiontion of naturalization
we think is settledfettled by the record
and proof in the case beyond
all doubt upon this question we
adopt the conclusions of the concontest-
ant

tettot
mr cannon as a fair state-

ment of the facts which are fully
supported by the record and are in
factonfact a substantial transcript of it

wo think the judgment of natu-
ralization and the certificate issued
thereon is conclusive

mr pettibone on this questquestionionioD
sumsumaups up

suffice it to say that going over
all the cases cited on either side and
mintinghunting the books which treat of the
subject of naturalization 1iamjamI ainsoncon-
strained to say that mr Canncannonsonla
claim to have been naturalized
seems to be rebrea adjudicates 11

that is a thing adjudgedadjudgedl and
therefore not open totorere examina
tation a settled0 tU A maermatter ththatat cannot
bbeaelegallyvayd

Ccalleda11ad in questionquestion
mr miller1 er I1inn his argameargumentt on the

casecue says

at the I1 concede thatgeorge Q cannon was at the date
of the election in novenovemberaber 1880 Fa
naturalized citizen of thetho united
states the certificate of naturaliza-
tion exhibited by him laIs in due form
purports to be issued by a court of
competent I1 and is signed
and sealed by the court issu-
ing it the adjudication of this
question hasbus never been opened or
reversed by any judicial tribunal
havingbaving constitutional and legal au-
thority to open and reverse it

mr jacobs endorses these cewaviews
in thisth way

i

upon this question I1 adopt the
reasoning of tilethe chairman and
hold thatthai the judgment of the na-
turalization cannot be attacked col-
laterally and in conclusion con

straistrainedned as I1 am by mmyy views of the
principles of construction to holdbold
that george Q cannon was at the
time of the election a citizen of the
united states and received the
greatest number of votes cast s

mr beltzhoover in an elaborate
opinion of the case declares

1I have given the subject of mr
cannons citizencitizenshipchiphipc careful exami-
nation and have concluded that
under thutho decision of the supreme
court of the United States in camp-
bell vs gordon 6 cranch the

L certificate of naturalization held by
him is valid 11

mr ranneybanney inainlna a sechspeech delldelideliveredered
before the rest of the comcommitteeitice
maintained

there Is no substantial ground
on which the claim that mr cannon
was an alien and never naturalized
according to law can be satisfactorily
maintained That question was heard
and fettled in thetho house in anotheranotolier
contest long since and mr cannon
has accordingly held a seat in the
house as delegate frfrom utah for
fourfoun terms of congress imdand it is
time for that part of the controversy
to be forever put at rest especiallyly as
it Is now proved again conclusively
by both record and parol evidence
he has been shown to be possessed
of all the qualifications prescribed
by the constitution and laws of the
united states as well as those of
the territory

mr atherton says on these ques-
tions

a
of the prima facie right and

naturalization
they have been fully considered

and ably argued and the committee
axceexceptpt a bixsixsingleigieigle member uniteclinite I1ina

thethe opinion that mrair cannon was
legally elected by a large majority
a delegate from the territory of
utah to the forty seventh con-
gress that hebe was and Is a naturali-
zed citizen of the united states

this matter then is set at rest
hon george Q cannon aaas weve have
all along maintained is beyond
question a citizen of the haltedunited
Byatesmatesate 1 and has been since the ath of
december 18541851 all the statements
to the contrary araree therefore false
and all arguments based upon such
statements fallacious and the state-
mentallenailenmt nt in the certificate given to al-
ien

ali-
on G campbell that he was the
person being a citizen of the united
states who received the greatest
number of votes was contrary to
the factsfauts the law common justice
and common sense and aEL flagrant
violation of the sworn duty otof the
executive of the territory

the only question on which there
remained a difference of opinion
among the committee was that
of polygamyi as a disqualification for
the office of delegate thedhe majority
took the position that mrbir cannonsCannon8
avowal that behe had married plural
wives and had aaas a teacher or reli-
gion defended said tenet as a revela-
tion from god s proved him dis-
qualified forfon the office of delegateDalegate
the minowinominorityrity took opposite ground
no law however could be cited in
support of thisthib dibdipdisqualificationqualification the
members of thethle committeecommitted who
argued fortor it had to advance new
views of the position of deledelegatesgates
fromirom the territories and of the
powers of the housebouse of
tives in all their arguments it is
plain to perceive a determination to
floatflout with the stream of present
public opinion rather than take a
stand upon law precedent or rule

i they took the ground that delegatesDelegateq
are in no sense memberemberssorof con-
gress that they are not constitutional
officers that they only sit in therusemusehousehoube by the grace of congress
that therefore the house by a ma-
jority volovole maymav exclude a delegate
for any reason that as mr cannon
lives in violation of a law of congress
he can and should be declared in-
eligible to a beatseat in that body

the minority show conclusively
that these grounds are untenable
they sayeay

icsobo far as our research has ex-
tendedtended since the formation of the
government we can find no case re-
ported that makes any distinction
between the qualifications of a
member from a state and a dele-
gate from the territory

calfif theilia constitutional standard is
not adopted as to
there iaIs no rule for the government
of the house aaas to delegates s

if a delegateDolegate from a territory is
not a member by virtue of the con-
stitutionution and laws then what rule
or law do you appapplyy to him Is it
arbitrary will or caprice of the
house at each bessionsessionbesEesslonsion

they also cite the decision of the
committee of the fontyforty con

gress in the contest case of max-
well vsva cannon wwhoho decided both
in thetho majority and minority re-
ports that the only qualifications
required for a delegate were those
required for a member of theeHouseth houdei
and the rule was established that

delegates from territories are en-
titled to the constitutional limita-
tions as to qualifications and that
polygamy was not a disqualifica-
tion 11II

the minority report further says
mr cannon the contestant here

claims in good faith that polygamy
is a religious conviction and princi-
ple wapwith hihimm and his people and in
this heh iseis entitledn titled to protection un-
der the constitution

the people behe represents havebavo
elected him and are satisfied with
him and this house should be con
tent

the sixth article of the Cons titu
tion provides that

no religious test shall ever to required as
a qualification doranyforfoe any or public trust
under the united statestatesi

it beemsseems to us that the contestant
is entitled to the above provision of
the constitution asUs a protection he
hasbus been convicted of DOno crime and
there is no lawlav on the statute book
that disqualifies him aaas a delegate

oar conclusions aieare that cannon
had a clear majority of the legal
votes for delegate

that he po the necessary
qualifications under the constitu-
tionyon and laws

that he is entitled to the sealandseatand
we recommend the following reso-
lution for the consideration of the
house

resolved that george Q cannon
was duly elected and returned as
delegate from the territory of utah
and is entitled to a seat as delegate
in the forty seventh congress

other members showed that mr
cannoncannonsa avowal of the practice of
plural marriage did not admit that
he had violated the law of 1862 and
that it wilswas nothot in evidence that he
had broken any law 41living in poly
gamy not being an offenseoffence against
the statute of 1862 this is thechepopo

taken by this paper and it iais
legally impregnable it cannot be
proven that mr cannon has com-
mitted any crime known to the law
and in order to keep him from hishia
seat some method must
be adopted unknown to any
present rule or law I1itt waswaa
with this object no doubt that the
edmunds bill was pressed through
the house without allowing free disdia
cassion or opportunity for amend-
ment andana even now the law must
be madomade retroactive in order to meet
the delegatesdelegateIs case if hebe is exclud-
ed from his beatseat the action will be
in violation of every established
rule and of the basic principles of
constitutional law and we blatter
day saints havehavo this consolation in
all that is done against us that we
cannot be reached by valid enact
ments and the ordinary process of
legal procedure but extraordinary
and unprecedented laws and rulings
have to be set in motion to bring us
within the reach of those who dediredesire
to afflict or destroy us and the sybeye
temtern which we advocate in all this
we rejoice and can cheerfully leave
the result in the hands of him who
is over and above all men and all
nations

falsehoods FROM THE
CENTURY

THE boston berald of a recent
date has an editorial on the ever
prominent mormon question in
which some very incorrect state-
ments arearo made on the authority of
an article which appeared in thecentury magazine the article it-
self is a fraud for it appears as the
contribution of alienallen G campbell
everybody who has any jacquaint
ance with the defeated tooltoo of the
conspirators who plotted in vain for
the delegates seat in congress
knows that behe is utterly incompe
tent to write anything of the kindhindit is without doubt the production
of his attorneyattorneys who has failed in
his raid upon the delegatedelegatesIs peror
diem and laIs as full of bitbitternesstemeqs 0overver
the defeat as a person of his calcaicalibreibro
can possiblybe

there are two or three statements
which we willvill briefly notice as they
are calculated to mislead the public
and there will come a time before
long when the truth will emerge
from the clouds and smoke whichupunprincipledled defdetadefamersdetainersamersiners havebave raised
around ift and people now too much
excited to eeesee it will becomebecom moromore
rational

the herald saysbays
polygamous wives foreign bornbom

without the pretencepresencepretendotence of having been


