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WHAT OFFICES ARE VA-
CATED? 8

We are in reczipt of the following
commuuication:

SALT LAXKE CITY,
March 16th, 1882,

Fditor Deseret News:

There sreems fo be a prevalent
misunderstanding In regard to the
meaning of the firat part of section
9 of the Edmunds Bill. It reads:
“i'T'hat all the registration and elec-
tion offices of every |description in
the Territory of Utah are hereby de-
clared vacant,” ete. Reading it in
connection with the rest of the sen-

tence, I construe it to mean that, |1

immediately affer the bill is signed
by the President, all persons now
authorized to transact eny business
relating to the registration of voters,
or any other election affairs, will be

however, I find differs materially
from the construction placed upon
the clause quoted
acguaintances. T
a general official maasacre of all
Territorial officers, “of every
geription,” who have been elected
by the people.

Will you hava the kindness {o ex-
plain the *{rue inwardness” of this

matter, and greatly oblige many be- |

sides
Yours truly, MAO.

The offices vacated under the sec-
tion of the Edmunds bill providing
commissioners to iill vacancies, are

de- | “blood-atonement”

lous, cutrageous, law-defying prac-
tices of the pestiferous polygamists
were porirayed in all their hideons
colors, while the law-makers of the
land were pon for fresh de-
vices where great blot upon
the national eseutcheon may be
wiped out,

The nation pympathized. When
the electric messenger bore to the
four corners of the land a report of
the Chicago meeting, the friends of
law and decency and good govern-
ment cried out “Well done!” The
cutburst of the great city was halled
as an indication that a better day

]

strained as I am by my views of the
prinei of construction, to hoid
that George Q. Cannon was, at the
time of the election, a citizen of the
United States and reeeived the
greatest number of votes cast.”

Mr. Bellzhoover, in an elaborate
opinion of the case declares:

“[ have given the subject of Mr.
Cannon’s citizenship careful exami-
nation, and have concluded that
under the decision of the SBupreme
Court of the United States in Camp~
bell va. Gordon, 6 Cranch 176, the
 certificate of naturalization held by

the seat In Congress of the Delegate
from Utah. With the statements
and opinions of dissenting members

and the minority report, signed by
8. W. Moulton, Gibson Athérton

L. H. Davis and G. W. Jones,
it makes & pamphlet of sixty-six
a es, much of it in small type. Mr.
kins, the Chairman, gives his
views in the majority report, and
Messrs, Thompeon, Pettibone, Mil-
ler, Jaocobs, Belizhoover, Ranuney
and Atberton, each explain at
length their views in relation to the
points under discussion, namely:

had dawned, and that from thence-
forth the government, strengthened
by the consciousness of popular sym-
pathy and assured of popular sup-
port, would move upon the Mor-
mons as a government meaning
business, A few of the more enthu-
giastic would not have been surpris-
ed if an expedition had been organ-

him is valid.”

Mr. Ranney in a speech delivered
before the restof the committee
maintained: |

“There is no substantial ground
on which the claim that Mr. non
was an allen and never naturalized
according to law can be satisfactorily

Firet, Did Mr, Cannon receive the
highest number of legally cast votes
for the office of Delegate in Con-
grees,

Second, Was he a citizen of the
United Statesat that time, or has
he since become a citizen, and did |
he possess the other necessary quali-
fications to become a delegate in

r

ized the very day after the Chica
meeting with orders from Wash-
ington to smite the poi{gumists hip
and thigh, and to break the bands
of the oppressed in Utah,

moved by the Ch
the papers of that city

ﬂ::l n;‘?;tt?:n ﬂ:*lillj' ﬂhil::dw b,:h this | committee but one. Wm. G. Thomp-
. CCess €eE8 0N | gon stands alone in denying that
urday, the Chicago Inler-Ocean | Mr, Cannon received the
has devoted itself to an exposure of | number of 1
dens of | ig g du

crime | United States,  His arguments are | United Biates,
city; and the picture simply

Sat

a few of the worst
Ys shame and
in that

it presents is one which makes the
story of polygamy and Mormonism
seem in comparison like a tale of
pastoral simplicity, In i

ecenes of vice and depravity and
crime which cannot be paralleled by

by some of my | anything that hés ever been laid to
hey say it means | the charge of Mormonism, even

when the alleged murders of the
are included.
For the Chicago wickedness not
only bas to do with the destruction
of the body
of the soul,
This eshowing which the Chiecago
press is making ought not to weak-
en the protest which the citizens of
that place have made against poly-
gamy; but it inevitably will if they

permit the scandalons doings of

simply those relating to registration
and election. INo other oifices are
referred to in that section, and no
other offices are declared vacant by
any other part of the bill. Iolyg-
amists, bigamists and persons co-
habiting with more than one woman
are deciared ineligible to office. But
the process by which the status of
the incumbents of the various offices
can be determined is not defined by
the bill. We Enow of no other than
judicial means by which the ineligi-
bility of any oflicer can be estab-
lished.

Ancther point is that officers who
have regisiration or elective duties
attached to the oiher and regular
duties required of them by law, are
not custed from their offices by the
I’dmunds bill, and only so far as
they are registration or election |
officera are they relessed. For in-
stance, a County Clerk remains 1:1’
his office as such although his posi-
tion as an elective officer is vacated,
and an Assessor retains his ofllce
although his position as a registra.
tion offlcer 1s vacated.

The difficully In the minds of !
some of our friends arlses from con-
founding the term “eglection” with
that of *“elective.” Iilection offices
are vacated, but most of the elective
oifices—those fliled by election—are
not affected. Ve hope this brief ex-
planation will sufilce to make thal

matter clear.
B e T =
EXPOSING THE HYPOCRITES.

ANENT the preiended spasms of
virtue with which some of the most
corrupt cenires of modern civiliza.
tion have been shaking during the
past few weeks, the Detroit Free
Press has the following pungent edi-
torial:

“{hicago is nothing if not sensa-
tional, Only a few days ago the
citizens met in sclemn conclave to
dencunce the immorality and wick-
edness of the Mormoos in Utah,
And they did denounce., If Mor-
monism could be wiped out with
oratory or rhetorie it would to-day
be a thing of thepast, All the re-
Bouress of the oity were drawn upon |
The pulpit, the bar and the mer.
cantile profession contributed their
presence and eloguence, and the
speeches and resolves were emphat-
jc and gcorching. The morality of
Chicage, long since shocked, was

involves the same principle as that
of Chinese immigration, only it is

direct suppression of polygamy may
affect its purpose, but it is muech to

THE CASE OF THE DELEGATE

their own fellow townsmenr and
neighbors to pass without an equal-

But if any of those who have been | affirmative answer,

icago outburst read | strong arr ts and arguments
Stheir enthu-|is pleen Lo of facts g ‘

ts lssue of | the attorney for Mr.Campbeli, being
ousted from such offices. This view, | Saturday last it sketches, in outlice, | but a repetition of his ophisms in

| George Q. Cannon received 18,568

but the destruction|the committee are concerned, the

|
| of the contest, The certificate was

maintaired.That question was heard
and fettled in the House in another
| contest long sinee, and Mr, Cannon
has accordingly held a seat in the
Houee, as Delegate from Utah, for
four terms of Congress, snd it is
time for that part of the controversy
to be fcrever put at rest, especially as
|it is now proved again conclusively

by both record and 1 evidence.
greatest He has been shown to be d
egal votes, and that he |of all the qualifications prescribed

naturalized citizen of the | Py the Constitution and laws of the
as well as those of

Congress,

Third, Was hea polygamist at the
time of his election; and if o is tuat
a disqualification.,

To the first and second points, an
backed Ly a

given by every member of the

the enunciation of strained | the Territory.”

technicalities, and to tho:e familiar| My, Atherton says, on these ques-
with the contest they bear the un-| tions of the pffmﬂ fmrlghl and
mistakable brand and ear marks of | ngturalization:

“They have been fully considered
and ably argued and the committee
(except a gingle member) unite in
the opinion that Mr., Cannon was
legally elected, by a large v ajority,
a Delegate from the Territory of
Utah to the Forty-Seventh Con-
gress; that he was and is a natural-
ized citizen of the United States.””’

This matter, then, is set at rest.
Hon. George Q. Cannon,as we have
all along maintained, is beyond
question a citizen of the Uuited
Hiates and has been since the 7th of
Decemcber, 1854. All the statements
to the contrary are therefore false,
and all arguments based upon such
statements fallaci and the state-
ment in the certific.te given to Al-

his own style of special pleading.
It is clearly established, then, by
the Committee on Elections, that

votes for Delegate, and Allen G.
Campbell only 1,357 votes, and that
in any event Campbell was not elect-
ed. 'That matter is settled so far as

majority report as well as the mi-
nority declaring that “Mr. Camp-
bell, not having received a majority |
of the votes cast, is not entitled to
the seat.,” This puts the Gover-
nor’s act in granting to Campbell
the certificate, just where this paper
has pointed out from the beginning

ly vigorous protest. They may be
as earnest and honest as they seem-
ed in their abhorrence of the
wife system; but they will

and honesty in ex g and de-
noun the ein which flourishes
in rank luxuriance beneath their
noses. On the con they will
be denounced all over the jand as

hypocrites.

4

RATHER DOUBTFUL.

gm ship, over ‘:‘hiﬂi.l nearly nlgi Inf th(?
| controvery has arisen, and indee

credit for either unless they thoW|on which the whole indefencible
something of the same earnestness | {ransaction which denied him the

false gnd void.

In to Mr, Cannon’s citisen- len G. Campball, that he was ‘“the

person being a citizen of the United
States who received the greatest
number of votes,” was contrary to
the facts, the law, common justice
and common sense, and a flagrant
violation of the sworn duty of the

certificate was based, the decision
in the majority report is asfollows: | pyecutive of the Territory.

¢“We therefore hold that Mr. Can.| The only question on which there
non is & citizen of the United Slates | remained Za difflerence of c¢pinion
and that he is not disqualified on (8mong the commitiee was that

| the ground of alienage from holding | of polygamy as a disqualifieation for

the office of Delegate, The majority

his seat as a Delegate.”
.| took the tion that Mr. Cannon’s

THE Louisville Post has the follow

ing to say on the present subject of| we ihink, is rettled by

popular comment:

The measure which has just
the House only defers the
ormon question for awhile. It is
one of these political which
arise once in a while in all countries,

{and which demand action, but be.

wilder the Jjudgment of the legisla.
tors. We wonder at the excitement
caused by the refusal of Bradlaugh
to take the oath in Parliament, and
the cessation of important business
to discuss a point which appears to
be trivial, There is a certain re-
semblance between the embarrass-
ment in handling the Mormon diffi-
culty and the trouble in disposing of
the atheist Bradlaugh, The resem-
blance is one of aifference. The
Constitation of the United States
does not formally recognize God in
its text, but there is the broadest
possible statement of the principle
dedicating America as an asylum
for le of all ocreeds. In
Grea itain, on the other hand,
the entire social fabric and legisla- |
tive structure are in great measvre
founded on-"an established jon. |
Bradlaugh’s fight is forcing the gov-
ernment step by step to relinquish
political inequalities founded on re-
ligious faith, The Mormon question |

more diflicult, The bill for the in-

be doubted. |
ol

FROM UTAH.

WE have recelved the full report of
the Committee on Elections, to

thoroughly aroused, aud the scanda- | whom was referred the contest for

| thereon is conclusive.”

The decision in the minority
port says: |

““The question of naturalization,
the record
aud proof in the case beyond
all doubt., Upon this questicn we
ad::pii ;;ha Eunﬁluaiﬂna of t?ai conte-t-
ant, Mr., Cannon, as a fair state-|support of this disqualification, The
ment of the facts which are fully mfﬁm of t.hiiq Commitiee who
supported by the record, and are, in [argued for it had to advance new
fact, a suhglt.antial transcript of it.,” | views of the position of Delegates

**We think the judgment of natu-|{rom the Territories and of the
ralization and the certificate issued | powers of the House of Reprezenta-~
tives, In all their arguments it is
plain to perccive a determination to
float with the stream of present
public opinion rather tnan take a
stand upon law, precedent or rule.
They took the ground that Delegates

subject of naturalization, I am con-|3€ iR no sense “‘members™ of Con-

strained to that Mr. Cannon’s | 8r€ss; that they are not constitutional
claim to have  been naturalized | Officers; that they only =it in the
seems to be res adjudicata.” House by the grace of Congress;
| that therefore the House by a ma-

That is, a thing adjudged, and

jority vole may exclude a Delegate
therefore mnot open to re-examina- for any reason; that g8 Mr. Canncn

ticn; a settled matter that cannot|lives in violationof a Jaw of Congress

T®" | avowal that be had married plural
wives and had “as a teacher of reli-
gion defeaded said tenet as a revela-
tion from God,” proved him dis
qualified for the office of Dslegate.
The minority took opposite ground.
No law however could be cited in

Mr, Pettibone, on this question,
Sums up:
. “Suffice it to say, that going over ‘[
ali the carescited on either sive, and
huniing the books which treat of the

be legally called in question. he can and shounid be declared in-
Mr. Ml}lar, in his argument on thq eligible to a seat in that body.
case pays: The minority show conclusively

that these grounds are untenable.

€At the outstart I concede that
Gfat,ﬂ]:gn lQ, t(ljﬂ.n;:uur:ﬂ:lytI was, at the date They say:
of the election in November, 1880, a| - has ex-
naturalized citizen of the ’Unit:ad ! tenc?:d a&nﬁ t?: m :F tlfa
Htates, The certificate of naturaliza- Government, we can find no case re-
tion exhibited by him is in due form, ted that makes any distinetion
purports to be issued by a court of tween the qualifications of a
competent jurisdiction,and is signed | Member from a State and a8 Dele.
and sealed" by the court jssa- gate from the Territory.”
ipg it. The adjudication of this|™ «Jf {he constitutional standard is
question has never been opened or | pot adopled as to qualificatiens,then
reversed by any judicial tribunal| there fa no rule for the goyernment
baving constitutional and legal au- | of the House as to Delegates.”
thority to open and reverse it.” ﬂ “If a Delegate from a Territory is

Mr. Jacobs endorses these views | not 8 member by virtue of the Con-
in this way: s stitution and lawse, then what rule

“Upﬁﬂ. th.iﬂ q'uuuﬂn I ﬂdﬂpt t.hﬂ or lﬂwdo yﬂll ‘ﬂppl, to him? I.ﬂ it

arbitrary will or caprice of the
reasoning of the chairman, and each 2
hold that the judgment of the na- ELOR. - - o
turalization cannot be attacked col-| They also cite the decision of the
laterally, and in conclusion, con.| Commitiee of the Forty-third Con.

without the pretence of having

gress in the contest case of Maxe«
well v, Cannon, who decided both
in the majority and minority re.
poris, that the only qualifications
required for a Pelegate were those
required for a member of the House,
and the rule was established that
“Delegates from Territories are en-
titled to the constitutiocal llmita.
tions as to qualifications, and that
Eolygfmy was not a disqualifica.
ion,

The minority report further says:

Mr. Cannon, the contestant here,
claims in good faith that polygam
is & religious conviction and princ
ple with him and his people, and in
this he is entitled to protection une
de_{‘ lthﬂ Constitution. -

e ple be represents have
elmtadm and are satisfled with
E:lt: and this House should be ¢on-

The sixth article of the Constito-
tion provides that—

No religious test ehall ever be required s
for any office or public trust
the United States.
It reems to us ihat the contesiant
is entitled to the above provision of
the Constitution us a protection, He
bas been convicted of no crime and
there is no law on the statute book
that disqualifies him as a Delegate,

Oar conclusions a1e that Cannon
had a clear majority of the legal
votes for Delegate,

That he possesces the neces

ualifications under the Constitu-

n and laws.

That he is entitled to the geat,and
we recommend the following reso-
lation for the consideration of the
House,

Resolved, That George Q. Cannon
was duly elected and returned as
Delegate from the Territory of Utab,
and is entitled to a seat as Delegate
in the Forty-seventh Congress,

Other members showed that Mr.
Cannon’s avowal of the practice of

ural m did not admit that

e had violated the law of 1862, and
that it was not in evidence that he
had broken any law,“living in poly-
gamy?” not being an offence against
the statute of 1862. This is the po.
sitlon taken by this paper, and it is
legally impregnable. 1t eannot be
proven that Mr. Cannen has com-
mitted any crime known to the law,
and in order to keep him from his

a

seat, some method must
be adopted unknown to any
present rule or law. It was

with this object, no doubt, that the
Kdmunds bill was pressed through
the House without allowing free dis-
cassion or opportunity for amend-
ment. And even now the law must
be msade retroactive in order to meet
the Delegate’s case. If be is exclud-
ed from his seat, the action will be
In violation of every established
rule, and of the basic principles of
constitutional law. And we Latter-
day Saints have this consolation in
all that is done against us, that we
cannot bad rﬁ?chet{li by valid enact-
ments an e ordinary procees of
legal procedure, but extraordinary
and unprecedented Jaws and rulings

‘have to be set in motion to bring us

within the reach of those who de:ire
to affliet or destroy us and the sys.
tem which we advocate. Inall this
we rejoice, and can cheerfully leave
the result in the hands of Him who
is over and above all men acd all
nations.

—_———— e e - f—

FALSEHOODS FROM THE
“CENTURY.”

THE Boston Herald of a recent
date has an editorial on the ever

prominent “Mormon” question, in
which some very incoriect state-
ments are made on the authority of

an article which appeared in the
Century magazine, The article it-
self is a fraud, for it a as the
contribution of Allen G. Campbell,

Everybody who has any facquaint.
ance with the defeated tool of "the
conspirators who plotted in vain for
the Delegate's seat in Congress,
knows that he is utterly incompe-
tent to write anything of the kind.
It is without .doubt the production
of hls attorney, who has failed in
his raid upen the. Delegate’s per
diem, and i8 as full of bitterness over
the defeat as a person of his calibre
can possibly;be.

There are two or three statements
which we will briefly notice, as they
are calculated to mislead the publie,
and there will come a tima%afnra
long when the truth will emerge
from the clouds and smoke which
unprincipled defamers have raised
around it, and people now too much
excited to eee it will become more
rational.

The Herald eays:

“Polygamous wives, foreign born,

been




