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I1 suppose it is expected that while I1
live and am able to meet with the saints
I1 shall do a little talking and take my
turn with the rest I1 feel disposed to
speak a fewew moments on this occasion
if I1 can get the spirit of it

I1 listened to two very interesting dis-
courses here this forenoon by two of the
apostles i was veryvea much edified with
bothof them because they were true
when the lord called joseph smith as
a prophetpr phet seer and revelator to organ-
ize this church he organized it for all
time andd for all purposes necessary to
prepare the inhabitants of the earth for
the coming of the son of man I1 think
sometimes that even the saints of god
almost forget their position their calling
their responsibility and what god r-
ev

r-
esiuliresires at their hands brother abraham

cannon referred this morning to the
mutual improvement associations and
conveyed the idea that there was but a
small percentage of our young men in
this stake of zion who attended these
associations now I1 want to say a few
words upon that subject I1 want to
havihave our young men open their ears
their eyes their hearts their spirits and
look about themselves and understand
where they are and what their position
is the god of heaven has set his
hand to build up zion has set his hand
to purity the earth and to establish a
people on the earth to be prepared for
the coming of the son of man the
latter day saints who dwell in these
mountains have this responsibility rest-
ingin uponudonltvwnam and no man who has
had the privileges of this gospel and
who has patentsparents in the church of god
cainan throw offof this responsibility it is
the desirebeaire 661 the authorities of the
church andad ofodthethe parents of these young
men and maidens who dwell here that

acy should rise upud and magnify their
callingtig and fulfill their position in the
aarto there is no other people under
heavenbeaven that brijoenjoy the privileges that
the latter day lintssaints have and that

Y oar SOBS and daughters have in our or
11Is in the midst of israel iamI1 am

sax that all latter day saints from
the P BAl dency of the church down to
the ift tl member should understanday their minds that the god ofvenaven it tootnot trifling with this peoleonlee ist

t 11 with this gengenerationsgeneratione t
1 noragh he inhabitantshabitants of the earth allrtt he has said all that he has ineu ii Iss prophets to prophesy from

father adam down to our day concern-
ing this generation and the inhabitantsinhabitants
01 the earth will have its fulfillment in
the earth no power can stay the hand
of god inin this thing blessed is that
man who has got a son that is ready
and willing to go forth to the nations of
the earth and warn the world to pre-
pare them for the judgments which
await the world and to save the souls of
men there is nothing more pleasing
to me than to see our sons willing to go
upon missions either at home or abroad
to see them laying the foundation inin
their youth and early manhood to be-
come useful in the kingdom of god and
useful in the world at large our
heavenly father requires this mission
and this warning at the handsbands of these
apostles and the presidents of ththee
church and the elders of israel and
the latter day saints we are all held
responsible for the course we pursuepursur in
these things I1 have a great anxiety
myself that none of our sons will forsake
the kingdom of god sodand turn to those
things that are not profitable sacrificing
the gospel and the privileges that lie be-
fore us for the sake of the pleasures of
this world our sons should not do that
our daughters should encourage their
brothers to magnify their calling and to
do their duty in their day and time our
sabbath schools and our mutual im-
provementpro associations should bibe at-
tended by all the young men in israel
the sabbath schools have a very good
attendance I1 think there are nearly
oveore hundred thousand enrolled in the
sabbath schools in these mountains of
israel I1 hope that we may gutsue that
course ourselves wherein we maymav be
justified before the lord

the hand of god has been manifest
in this church from its organization un-
til today sixty six years have past
and gone since the prophet josethjoseph or

the church and hundreds and
thousands have been inspired by the
mirspirit1 and power of god to embrace the
gospelspel this spirit was upon me in my
boyhood the first sermon I1 heard an
elder in israel preach I1 believed and
went forth and was baptized and from
that day to this I1 will say before god
angels and all that I1 have passed
through in this church there never has
been one moment that I1 have had any
doubt inin mymv mind with regard to the
work of god I1 have been inin the midst
of leading men some of whom have
apostatized and turned away buti have
never seen anything that ever tempted
me to turn to the right or left from obey

II11i g the commandments of god or be-
lievingI1 i in the revelationsleve lations of god

we as latter day saints believe the
bible but are we looking for the fulfill-
ment of the bible read the revela-
tions of st john and read what is corncom

ing to pass in the last days before the
coming of the son of man these
things are beginning to manifest them-
selves in the earth and they will con
dinue until the scene is wound up and
prophecy is fulfilled I1 will afketake the
liberty of saying today that what you
have seen aping abroad of late in our
own nation and among the inhabitants
of the earth there is a meaning toio it
does anybody understand it doesdoea any-
body comprehend why all of a sudden
so to speak these judgments are mani
test laying waste our cities and towns
this is only the beginning of these
judgments that are going to awake the
world and they wawilt continue until thedie
rivers and the seas turn to blood andancl to
gall and many of the inhabitants of the
earth will die because of these things
they have all been portrayed and they
will be fulfilled 4 1

my brethren and sisters this work is
upon us there is no getting away
from it if we expect to gain salvation
and exaltation it was laid upon joseph
smith and those who have followed him
in the priesthood we as elders of
israel have gone abroad to the nations
in our day and time and we know for
ourselves and not fur another that the
gifts and graces follow the elders of
israel in our day as they have in the days
otof christ and the apostles you all
know this I1 do not suppose that there
is a man among us who isis not acquaint-
ed with these things those gifts aad
graces have always followed the priest-
hood and the administration of the
elders the sick have been hwdhealed
devils have been cast outtie blind have1

been made to see the deaf have heard
the gospel of christeaschristChristhashas been manifest
in all its power from the beginning of
the church if this were not the work
of god these things would not have
been manifested as they have been I1
am not telling you anything that is new
to you things belong to the
gospel of christ they were with the
apostles of christ in his daycay there is
one thing I1 have sometimes marveled ataf

that jesus christ the son of the livi-
ng god the savior of the world with
the great and mighty work which rested
upon his shoulders only dwelt in the
flesh three years and a halt after he
entered into the ministry joseph smith
who was called to lay the foundation 1ofI
this work spent fourteen years in themflesh alterafter the church was organizedorganisedsed
lohnjohn the revelator when speaking of
the events that were to take place in the
last days says

and I1 saw another angel fly inin the midst of
heaven having the everlasting gospel to preach
unto them that dwell on the earth and to every
nation and kindred and tongue and people

saying with a loud voice fear god and
give glory to him for the hour of his judgment
isis come


