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REMARKS

By Elder Robert T. Burton, Bowery, Sunday
Morning, March 29, 1857, '

[REPORTED BY J. V. LONG.]

I stand before you this morning, brethren and
sisters, not from a desire to make myself cou-
spicuous, but from a sense of duly and having
been called upon so to do by my superiors, 1
- have suffired [rom fear in times that huve gone

by, but I huve come to the conclasion some timne
ago that I would throw this away, and hence
when called upon to-day, I felt determined to
arise if I did not say more than the Elder suid in
Michigan. He testified that he knew ‘Mormon-
ism’ to be true, and that he alsp knew if the peo-
ple did not believe it they would be damned; he
then sat down. [Voice: That is multum in

parvo. | ' _

I think it is now about 20 years since br. Pul-
sipher brought the gospel to me, and I enjoyed it
very well then but I have enjoyed it the past win-
ter more than at any other time. The things
taught us have been truly interesting to me, they
have done me good, and I have felt encouraged.

~ In relation to trials I have hud none more se-
vere than the one | am having this morning, and
therefore yon will perceive thut I have not been
niuchadried in my religion.

I have heard some suy that if this was not the
true church of God they would not stay here five
minutes, but I have siudied to know where [
should go to in order to betler myself. In my lit-
tle experience with this people I have never seen
them so reduced in their circumstances, but they
would always rejoice in their religion; there was
always joy and rejoicing, and a cheerful, happy
smile upon their counténances, and this very
thing makes our enemies mad; they have been so
tried in this,by our cheerfulness, end to them appa-
rent carelessness, that they have felt like saying,
‘damn it, we cannot muke those Mormons unhep-
py, they will be jovial and free’ This plogues
them, and they feéel sick at the heart, and the eb-
ullitions of angry and corrupt hearts rise like
foaming billows against the poor ‘Mormons,’ and
simply because they cannot make us, the Saiuts
of God, look and feel down hearted they are very
, much troubled.

[ say that if T did not know ‘Mérmonism’ to be
trne that I shoold not kuow where to go to better
myself; but perbaps I should feel different if 1
had an apostate spirit in me. At present I re-
joice in my religion, and I rejoice that'I have hud
the privileges®which I have enjoyed in this
Chureh, aud particularly the opportunities al-
{orded me the past winter, of being with you, of
hearing the instruetions which I have lieard, and
there is nothing that is so dear to me as my re-
liginn: and it is ever a pleusure to me to go for-
ward in the discharge of any duty that 1 may be
called upon to verform by those. brethren whose
place and right it is tolead me; and I may also
add that nothing gives me so much pleasure as it
does to go forth in the discharge of those duties
required of me bv my superiors. If 1 can be so
faithful and diligent that [ will thereby get  their
approbation, and their ‘God bless you’ 1.ds not
- fear anything elss beyond that, neither did1 ever
fearanything else beyond thut, for I always have
known and understood, since I have been asso-
ciated with this people, that they “have aund do
hold tlre lkeys of salyation. |

Asto what kind of a being God is I have
thought like this, that the nearest that I could
come at it was to look upon those whom God had
placed on the eurth to lead his people; then 1
thought if T could be obedient, it wus all I cared
for, und it is about the same with me this morn-
ing. I'look upon His ssrvants that are placed to
lead to counsel, and to guide us in the way of life
and salvation, und I believe them 'to apprex-
imate, both in appearance and character, the near-
est to God of any men upon the face of this
garth. ;

I do not feel that T have much upon my mind (o
gay to vou this morning, and in fact I feel a little
emharrassed in rising to speak, and 1 ulways do,
and 1 believe that I shail scarcely ever overcome
it. Ibelieve T have heard the Presidency say
that although they have been in the habit of
speaking for 25 years, yet they sometimes feel a
little embarrassed.
[ um determined to overcome, ift posaible, and to
discharge every duty that is mude kn:uwn to me,
for [ rejoicein deing this, and I rejoice in my
relieion, for T kulow that it is true, -ang 1 have
proyed that God is true, that what He says will |
come to pass, and I know that He will dul_wer-
His people. Iknow likewise that the blessings
which we ask for will be given unto us, for this
I have proven, and 1 bear my testiniony of it be-
fore you. | _

Brother Hooper made some remarks upon obe-
dience; he stated that it was almost the starting
point and the sure foundation to our future suc-
cess, and I feel that everything centres right there,
in obedience to those placed overus. Then I soy
Jet us us be obedient, and what we do let us do it
cheerfully; in whatever sphere we are called to
move and whatever duty we are required to per-
form, let us be ready, aiways on hand; I do not
care what the requirement may be, I feel that I
want to go ahead and do it, and I do not want to
ask my heavenly Father to do what I am asham-
ed of doing myself, but I believe in showivg my
willingness and readiness to. do anything that [
would feel like asking my heaveuly Father to do.
(Pres. Young: That isa good idea) 1f I would
ask Him to do anything that I was ashamed of
doing, 1 think I should not have much faith in
my prayer, and therefore it would not do much

ood.
: I pray that.we may be obedient to counsel and
faithful in all things committed {o our charge. 1
lave felt and experienced a season of rejoicing in
what I have heard this morning, and also in all

that I have heard from my brethren during the|g

past winter. Perhaps we will not always have

Notwilhstanding T feel thus, |

the opportunity which we now have of receiv-
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ing instruction from the First Presidency aund
from the T'welve Anostles. Diis

I did not feel much like speaking when I arose,
but still I wanted to stir up the minds of m
brethren to a remembrance of the ideas, the
knowledge and the words of wisdom that we re-
ceive from those who have been appointed to in-
struct us.

I will zot take up more of your time this morh-
ing, but I pray thet God will bless us with that
spirit of obedience and faith that will enable us
to do that which is designedfor us to accomplish,

which is iy prayer:—A.uen.

Correspondence.

ENGLAND—INDIA.

No. 8 RaveEnsworTH St., Bishopwearmouth, ¢
Sunderland, Aug, 29, 1836.
PresipENT Bricuam Youna:

Much beloved and esteemed Brother:—I have
several times resolved to write yon a few lines
since I lelt my mountain home in 1852, bul have
never done so and have no other apology to cffer
but my own apathy and neglect. 1 knew, how-
ever, that you have been posted regarding our
works and doinrs in India, through the numerous
letters that have appeared, from time to time, In
our periodicals. 1 can only beg your forgiveness

(his time with a promise on my part, that for |
the future I will rot be so 1mbecile in this re- |
spect, but write you now and then and let you

know my feelings regarding the great latter daf
work, in which I am enzaged in co-effortd with
my brethren, with whom [ sinceiely want to be
found bothmow and hereafter. { know -that you

love to hear from the Elders abroad, as well thio’ |

i
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private as public sources; with these feelings I
write af present. |

1 can say that I feel truly thankful fo the Au-
thor of my existence, for his great condescending
goodness in making me a happy recipient of the
gospel and a savior to my fellow creatures.  Al-
thougzh my mission in India was rather a hard one
and our work a continual up-hill business, yet I
have cause to thank God that it resuited in gog
to me. It has indelibly instilled into my mind th
principle of humility—a noble characteristic.

eyl ¥

I

have practically learned what has often fell from |

your lipg, that adversity is better for Satrnts than
prosperilys for I verily know, thet while 1 was;
reduced to the stern necessity of regaling: myself
on brown bread and water,_and had to go about
three miles after it, and that too after night, I felt
more humble—was more prayerful, and in every
respect “lived my religion’’ nearer than when un-
der prosperons and flourishing circumstances.

I never fully realized or appreciated the ines-
timable blessings of Zion before I quitted her
sanctified grounds as I have since done, and I
often promised myself that if I should agzain be
permitted to dwell amone the Saints m Deseret,
[ would endeavor fo improve my time, and spend
it to a better adyantage than heretofore. .

The Stars and Journals were abont .the only
sources of information from our beloved home and
the Saints elzewhere, .

I received but three lefters fromn my folks while
in India, from which I learned that many more
had been written but. never reached me. Your
views regardingz -the people 1n, those countries
where the gospel was anciently preached, viz:
that they will not receive the gospel, and that
they must be damned, &e., is fully corroborated
in the experience of every Elder that has been to
India, and has studied the native character. y1
never saw a people so wholly devoted toany sys-
tem of principles as the Hindooes, Mahommed-
dans and Parsees of Hindostan are to their
mythological dogmas.

The Hindoos boast of having 30,000 gods or
idols to whom they pay profound reverence, and
so to all lengths in. their endeavors to appease
their supposed wrath or invoke their benedictions.
They are poor, weal and.efliminate, mor¢ like
women in disposition and manners than men; and
in fact, mentally and-physically, it would take
ahout four or five Bengalees to make one good
Yauk®e or Eng!®hman, They are a kind of nar-
cotic race of beings, in whom life is scarcely per-

ceptible, except at times when they are perform- |

inz some great great feat in honot of their idols
or religion, on days of festivity, and when there
is a liltle money to be made. /

In fact, to wive the true characler of the Hin-
doos, I need only say, they are animals in humari
shape, endowed with just sufficient instinct and
sehise to prompt them to geek food and some shab-
by elothing. They appear to fill up the chasm
left by nature shich separates.the human family
from the monkey. I would do them -injuslice
were I to say they are all so. degencrate. No,
there are thousands, that are well' edticated and

N

' get to Zion.

Ivi.-:e versa- direction.

are siill in Persia—the land of their forefathers,
and are anxiously looking for their emancipation
from under the Persian yoke. Zoroaster was

y | their “divinely’”” commissioned founder. He lived

about 2100 years ago.

They claim Cyrus-as one
of their progenitors.

hei™ burial service 13 a

- peculiar affair,. One way they have of ascertain-

ing the source of departed sonls is, by daubing
the dead persons cheek with cream, or some other
delectable thing, and if a familiar dog will, on
solicitation, lick it off, it is a sure sign that the
party is at rest, but if the dog acts rather shyly
and does not lick off the creamn, he i3 gone in a
No more on this head at
present. :

The Saints in India are few in number (per-
haps not over 60 or 70) and in a very scattered
condition. They are poor; many belong to the
army, and all are filled with an ardent desire to

[ have learned, since my arrival in England,
that you have sent several Elders on missicns to
India. They shall have my prayersand faith. 1t
is a hard field to keep alive in, and much harder
to expect success in.

" I'have been truly blessed in getting thus far on
my journey home. A free cabin passage was
given me from Bombay to Caleutta, 49 aays out,
and a free first class one (like the other was) from

[}

Calentfa to London, about 130 days out. Iam
truly thankful for these great favors bestdwed
upon me by the Lord. Had I been oblized to pay
for them they would have cost me about £110!
Both were first class American ships and pas-
sares, :

I arrived in Old England just in tims to attend
the Birmingham conference, where I met brs,
Frapklin, Ezra, Orson, Phineas, Cyrus, Joseph A.,
and numerous other familiar faces. I can assure
you the council and conference were a great treat
to me, after so lonz a droughts I could not stay
the fears from trickling down my oriental tinged
chéeks.

I placed my services in br. Pratt’s hands., . He
has given me a niission to this part of England fo

ang ntend, under the direction cof my worthy
tor, with the assistance of Him who sustains
weak and humble, to do a good work before I
leave for home, let that be sooner or later.

I never before met with a more noble, warm
hearfed people (han the Saints of Old Eneland.

' They are full of faith and zealous of good works,

ready and willing to do as they are told. All look
forward for their emancipation from Babylon,
with peculiar feelings of joy and gratitude. Elder
Lunt has the entire confidence of the Saints in
his pastorate. He is much beloved by them all,
and I feel will do just as he may direct them.
Since my arrival in this country I have had the
pleasure of ferming . assoeciations which will be

'near and dear to me in years fo come, and [ trust

B

will never be severed

, the one with br. Lunt in
articular. .
p »

“ »

* *

It waswith much regret I learned that we have
been cheated out of the small estate left us by
my father in Pennsylvania, my portion of which
I directed uncle Neff' to hand to you. The devil
falkke such gentile administrators! Were we all
but mere children and entirely penniless, the issue
would have been the same. They will steal the
last penny an orphan has. I would not care about

it, had I'not promisec the amonnt to you.
L L - » L

L

+ I'need not erave an dnterest in your prayers,

for I know tbat you remember all the Elders
abroad. How I should like to receive a line from
you! I cannot reaspnably ask if, for I under-
stand to a cerfain eéxtent the onerousness of your
duties and your mulliplied obligations and engage-
menta.

- Br. Lunt unites with me in warm love fo your-
self, Couneil and all the Baints, We remember
you all in our humble prayers.

Looking forward to that happy time when [
shall have the exqnisite pleasure of meeting you

in Ziow’s peaceful vales, I beg to remain your

brother and servant in the kingdom of our Lord,
AMOS M. MUSSER.

ENGLAND.
8 Ravensworrd Sr., Bishopwearmonth,
Sunderland, October 7, 1850.

EAR Br. CARRINGTON:—

[ have been for writing you a letter for some
fime, as I'know 1t is a duty which 1 owe lo you
and many of my brethren in Zion, but have neg-
lected doing so unto the present time.

- In:the first place, I will say that T am in the
enjoymentof gaod health and rejoice in my labore,

.

bred in their way, and possess a sense of personal | I left my sweet moumntain home, in Cedar city, on

importance that would place them on an equal
footing with many white aristocrafs; sunch, like
rich and learned ¢ Christians,” live for this wo'ld.

Take the nalives.as a nationy they are about
five or six centuries behind the Europeans in arts,.
sciences and wickedness of every kind.

Those of western Hindostan are more noble
and manly, and are better clothed and possess
greater business characteristics, The, Mahowm-
medans, though great detestors of idolatry, never-

theless worship the same deified nonentity the, _ :
] mmaterial god without of the Sainis as well as our own to greatly re-

Christians do, 1. e., an 1

L
¥

the 21st of May, 1854, and Great-Salt Lake City
o the 7th July of the same year. I arrived in
England on the 16th October, anl was deputed
to Iabor under Pastor C. G. Webb. Jannary 1sf,
1855, I was appointed to take the presidency of
the South Conference, where I labored the whole
of last year 'with much pleasure under the direc-
tions of Pastor Millen Atiwood, to whom T be-

‘came greatly attached for his wise and fatherly

counsels, and the Lord greatly blessed our united
labors in that corference, which caunsed the hearts

hody, parts or passions. Their religious singu-|joice and praise the Lord. We were so bound to-

larities are numerous. Their religious duties con-
sist in praving, reading the Koran, performing ab
lutions and pilgrimages, keeping lengthy fasts, ob-
serving feastsy; celebrations, &e., &e. Like all
orientals, they have one stereoptyed way of ob-
servine all their religious and most of their secu-
lar duties. -~ : =
The Parsees or Zoroasterian fire worshippers are
another race of idolators, They worship the ele-
ments—air, fire and water, wear a peculiar dress,
and like all other castes, in this particnlar, the
same kind of costume is handed down from one
enieration to another, with all its original char-
acteristics.

o

wether in the bonds of love that it was hard to

1y Ry . __
; On the Ist of February of the current year, I
was appoinfed by our beloved brother and Prest.
1. D. Richards to succeed Eider Edward Marlin
to the pastoral charge of the Durham, Newcastle-
on-Tyne and Carlisle conferences, where I am
now laboring. There are about 800 Saints in the

pastorate, who are as a general thing very poorin'

'this world’s goods, but rich in faith apd good

works; as a proof of this they have paid to the
various funds of the church during the past quar-

ter about £200. Many of them have expressed |
I don’t think there are more than 40 | their anxious desire to cross the plains with me

or 50,000 of these people in India. About 12,000 pext year if I should return home, if they had to

35
walk it all the way, after they have crossed the
Atlantic, and carry their provision, &c., on their
backs. . | s

Most of the brethren in this pastorate work in
the coal mines. Their wages average from ten to
twenty shillings per week when at work, but
they frequently have to lay idle for days and
weeks togetlier from various causes. It pains me *

to see so many.of my brethren working so hard
for a bare pittance and spending their strength to

\ enrich a set of ostentatious; proud and epicurean

gentliles, Al

Being rather curious fo see the interior of this
‘erra firma, I one day descended into Pemberton
coal pit, which is 600 yards or 1800 feet below
the surface of the earth, and said to be the deep-
est pit in England. As apreliminary, previous to
my descent [ was requested to ‘doff> my broad
cloth and substitute a collier’s suit instead.
I spent two hours down in those lower regions
with a brother who spared no pains in conducting
me through the various meanderings of the drifls.
In this pit I counted forty-eizht stalls for horses
and observed many horses and ponies at work in
conveying the coal by rail from one place lo an-
other. Besides the human and animal services
employed 1n this vast mine, I observed a power-
ful steam engine at work pulling trains of coal up
inclined planes. S

In some parts of the pit it was very warm, so
much so that the men were obliged to work in a
perfect nude state, the perspiration trickling down
their African colored backs profusely. I was in-
formed that about 600 tons of coals are daily
laken from this pit.

Sunderland is famous for ship building. I am
informed that 375 vessels of various tonnage were
built here last year. The town confains about
80,000 inhabitants. It is situated in the county
of Durham, which isin the north of England.

Brs. Gibson, Workman and Musser from Zion
are laboring with me; they are good worthy men
and are well enjoying the Spirit and power of
their callings.

Elder Musser is at the table with me and de-

‘dent DMiller.

tions.

labor under Pastor Henry Lunt. To me, this is|Sires to be remembered to you; and in conclusion
uite a treaf, I desire to make up for lost time, | (with kind love tosyourself and the Presidency)
pas=- |

the | the gospel of Christ,

I beg toremain your brother and fellow laborer in
HENRY LUNT.-
: CHEROKEE NATION.

T———reaerre

Ox Granp River, Oct. 7, 1856.

EptTor oF THE DESERET NEWS: |

Dear Brother: I have the pleasure at this time
{o present you with the minufes of our conference
in the Cherokee 1tation. My health is still poor
and [ calculate to start in three or four weeks
north, to be ready next spring for crossing the
plains.

o

MINUTES OF A CONFERENCE HELD AT PRIORS
CREEK, CHEROKEE NATION, OCT. b & 6, 1856,

Oct. 5, 11 o’clock a.m.

Meeting opened by sinzing, Prayer by Prest,
H. W. Mme]i Silug}i‘ng.b i A

Moved by Elder Henry Eyring that Elder Hen-
ry W. Miller be the president of this conference.
Carried. _

Moved by the President, that H. Eyring be
clerk of the conference. Carried.

H. Eyring then addressed the conference on
the subject of the setting up of the kingdom of
God in the lgst days.

Elder J. A. Richards followed with a few re- .
marks on the same subject,

Singing. :
 Meeting dismissed by the President.

| 1 o’clock p.m.
Meeting opened by singing. Prayer by H. Ey-

ring.  Singing. 7
Conferernce addressea b
subject of our resurrection.
Meeting dismissed by Elder George Burgess.

{he President on the

Oct. 5, 11 a.m.

Singing. Prayer by Elder George W. Crouch,

Conference addressed by the President on dif-
ferent subjects concerning the upbuilding of this
mission, aud particularly on the gathering of this
people to locations in thege nations, -

Elders George Burpgess, George W. Crouch, J.
Burgess, J. Randell, Thos. Johnson and P. Perry-
man made some remarks. ' :

Moved by H. Eyring'a vote of thanks for Presi-
Carried. _

Moved by the President, that “ve sustain the
aunthorities of the church in the Valléys of the
Mountaing.  Carried.

Elder Case was released from his mission and
the brethren voted on the President’s motion to
supply him with a yoke of cattle.

Singing.

Meeting dismissed by J. A. Richards.

- =E
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- Oct. 6, 1 p.m.
Singing. Prayer by I. A. Richards.. Singing.

Moved that Thomas Johnson he sent on a mis-
sion to Pcle-cat Creek (Creek N.) Carried. k

Moved that H. Eyring be sent with J. Mac-
kenzie to labor on the séuth side of the Arkansas
river (Creek N.)  Carried.

Moved that J. A. Richards be sent to labor be-
tween Serdigris and Arkansas rivers, north from
J. Burgess (Creek N.) Carried.

Moved that we sustain Elder Washington N.
Cook as our future President. Carried.

Moved that George W. Grouch take eharge of
the Elders in the Cherokee nation. Carried.

President Miller thien gave some general instruc-
Sacrament administered.

H. Eyring and George W. Crouch expressed
their desires to roll forth the kingdom of God.

Moved that we appoint a committee to select
a gathering place. Carried. |

Moved that-W. . Cook, J. Randell, J. Bur-



