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DISCOURSE

bouvepouve d at the sixty eighth annual
Cconferencee rence in the tabernacle salt
lake city utah thursday after
noon april ath 1898 by

g WORD WOODRUFF
4

latat president woodruffs request
president cannon read the lotlat section
ofat the book of doctrine and cove
aftats

I1 want the attention and the prayers
of the saints who have assembled
upon this occasion I1 have been sicknick
aadnd very weak in my body for a
month past and did not feel that I1 i

would be able to attend this confer
elwe till the day before it opened I1
bave been blessed in this respect to
ae with you I1 desire to say some
Xthings to you and perhaps some
estrange things too I1 feel disposed to
amyur something about myself to give
you ILa little of the history of my lifeaebecause of what I1 may want to saybay
before I1 get through to the rising
gonegenerationration of israel my remarks may
be very eccentric to any but lette-
rly

latte-
rly4 saints andsandio to them also I1 expect
I1 1 suppose when I1 was born the devil
knew what I1 should be called to do

toror there has been from the day I1 was
born until the present two powers with

one to kill me the other to saveagn
1946 1I stand before you today a pretty
amund looking for a man ninety one

oltof age I1 stand before you withiayears
9 loodybody in which almost every bone has
been brobrokenken except my back and neck
IE nave had through my life a power at-
ter

af-
ter me to take my life when I1 was
boutabout three years old I1 was pushed

two a caldron of bailinboiling water whichol01
ihmahad just been taken off the tirefire my
grandmotherfrandITmotherther took me out and my skin
anU dropped off excepting off my head
audhd feet I1 waswa wrappedwrapper up for
months in cotton and oil that was
taw beginning of my troubles when
it wasvas twelve years of age I1 was
drowned at any rate I1 lay in thirty
feet of water long enough to drown
jsnanyoneyone after several unsuccessful
attempts I1 was brought up out of the
water this was underandlr the farming
WStoft mill dam I1 waswan just asan dead asan
JEgX hall be thirty years hence I1 lay on

back and saw the sun go out andmymw
parsed through all the sensations of
death that any man would in drown
magrt after an hours labor I1 was
brought around to life again I1 shall
notlot so0o into the particulars of many of
these things but I1 have passed
through what may be termed death a
dumber of times in my life when I1
ra 15 years old I1 was in one of those

connecticut blizzards I1 walked four
tales through a wood into the open
country and I1 sought some place
iveraiver4 I1 could hidebide from the storm
end there was but one house

mile of me that was the

or hoase which was about
rods away the man was moved

upon to go up in his garret to get some
pennyroyal to give to asicka sick woman
andnd he felt led to look out of the win-
dow he saw me crawling into the

hollow of a big tree he knew what
the result of that would be better than
I1 did he took his horse and sleigh
and came to me and when he got
there I1 was asleep and he preserved
my life when I1 was 14 years old I1
was bit by a mad dog and ought to
have died but I1 did not so I1 contin-
ued on until I1 can say that I1 have
broken both of my legs one twice
broken both of my arms breast bone
several ribs and altogether been
through a pretty hard experience for
a man who had to be called to preach
the gospel at least I1 was a miller
by trade I1 have been in two water
wheels under full head of water and
I1 suppose I1 ought to have been killed
in either of them but I1 was not hurt

that preserving power has followed
me all the way through my life it
has been with me upon my missions
abroad as well as at home it has
followedfoilowed me until the present day and
I1 have been placed in a great many
strange places

I1 was ordained to dedicate this salt
lake temple fifty years before it was
dedicated I1 knew I1 should live to
dedicate that temple I1 did live to do
it I1 had a great desire in my boyhood
to receive the gospel of christ to see
a prophet or somebody that could
teach me the gospel of christ as
taught by the ancient apostles and ab
I1 read of in the new testament I1
desired this with every sentiment of
my hearthear and on the first gospel
sermon I1 verever heard I1 was bbaptizedbaptisedapt sed
with my oldest brother I1 imimmediate-
ly

medi
went to kirtland I1 was in zions

camp with the proprophethet of god I1 saw
the dealings of god with him I1 saw
the power of god with him I1 saw that
he was a prophet what was mani-
fest to him by the power of god upon
that mission was of great value to
memb and to all who received his instruc-
tions I1 will refer to one instance
A short time before we landed in
missouri joseph called the camp to-
gether he there prophesied unto us
and told us what lay beabeforeore us he
gave us the reason why chastisement
was before us he says you con-
sider me a boy with the restresie of you
you have not realized my position be-
fore the lord but there toIs a chas-
tisementti before this camp he told us
that this would come uuponpon us because
he had not been obeyed in hishill counsels
in one hour after we landed in mis-
souri and pitched our tents at mr

i burkettaBurketts one man began to fall here
another there and in a few moments

I1 we had a doken of our camp stretched
upon blankets with the cholera the
prophet of god when he saw this
felt to with them and he

j and hyrum laid their hands upon
brother carter the first man that
was taken sick but asan soon as they

i did it they were seized themselves
and they both had to leave the camp
hefie said afterwards 1I told you what
was coming to pass and when afflic-
tion came I1 stretched out my hand to
stay it and I1 came very near falling
by it myself that mission was very
interesting to me

I1 want to say here that in all my
life since joining this church and
kingdom notwithstanding these pow-
ers that have been with me to kill
me I1 have always had the revelations
of god with me that is something
I1 want to talk about to israel before
I1 get through the power of god has
told me what to do and what nutnot to
do while the devil has had power
to afflict my body very seriously there
has been a power with me that hasha
saved me through it all and when-
ever I1 have had the holy spirit with
me to tell me what to do I1 have had
to do that by that I1 have been
saved by listening to that still small
voice I1 am here today with you there
are two reasons why I1 am here today
when I1 went back after the pioneer
journey president young said he
wanted me to take my family and go
to boston and stay there till itI could
gather all the saintssainte of god in nownew
england and canada and bring them
to zion that was the mission he
gave me on my return from the pio-
neer journey to winter quarters I1
went in the spring as meeme and
took my family we came one even-
ing to one of the breth rens houseshouse in
indiana several of us were the
orson hyde had a team as well as my-
self we drove into a long yard I1
set my carriage within six inches of
his I1 had my wife and children with
me I1 tied my animals to an oak tree
on the other side of where we camped
I1 went to bed in my carriage Asac I1
laid down the spirit of the lord told
me to get up and move my carraicarriage
I1 did not ask the lord what he
meant I1 did as I1 was told the samemune
spirit told me to sogo and move my
animals away from that tree I1 did
that my wife asked me why I1 did it
I1 told her I1 did not know I1 had not
been in bed twenty minutes ahou
there came a whirlwind and took that
oak tree which had stood there per-
haps fifty years split it right through
the trunk and it swept through both
of those fences where my carriage had
stood it never touched brother hydeshyde
casTicarriageage but it would have crushed
me and my family to the tarth
itif I1 had not listened to the voice of the
spirit after spending two years and6
a half in new england and canada
getting the saints out I1 started back
with the last lot about a hundred
from boston we landed in pitts-
burg at dusk we were anatanxious not
to stay there but to sogo on to st
louis I1 saw a steamer making steam
ready to go out I1 went to the cap
tain and asked him how many passen-
gers he had three hundred and fif-
ty could you take another hun-
dred yes I1 was just about to
tell him we wanted to go aboard when
that spirit said to me dont go
aboard thitthat steamer you nor your
company all right said 1I 1I had
learned something about that still

I1 small voice I1 did not go aboard that
steamer but waited till the next morn-
ing in thirty minutes after that
steamer left it took fire it had ropesrope
instead of wheel chains and they could


