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soon after the apostasyapostagy of elder john

E pagopage elder benson was called to
fill hishia place iuin the quorum of the
twelve his first mission was to theeastern cities he left the saints in a
destitute condition on the indian iandalanda
in the omaha courcoutcountryitry about or
miles from any point where they could
obtain supplies after thethey had been
driven from their homes inin illinoisIllino4elder benson went on a mission to theesteast to prove the people and to see what
theythiry would do for thethue children of god
in this extreme strait herhel visitvisiteded uintincinnoticin nati pittsburg philadelphia newyork boston abid many other cities
and laid before the people the conditionconditlonloh
of the latter day saints this was
an unpleasant duty but it hadbad to be
performed or we could not inseuse iniu judg-
ment against them bro benson per-
formed it manfully he visited themayors audand leading men of these great
cities buthodbut had behe gone to spittingsplitting rails
with his owownn hands during the winter
he ihlibimight have earned more money and
more breadbread and food for the hungry
than was donated in the principal cities
of this christian land and than was
donated altogetheraltogetner if wew except the do-
nations of three personal frienfriendsdg

id16 the sspringringrink of 1847 he with the ppio-
neers

lo10
commendedcommenced the journey to this

placelade1166 thehe rodd h-adhad to besoughtbe soughtbought out
weahhadbadad no plotpiotI1ot or guide we duademade
aaboutba lt evenseven iundhundredred milesmilea of new road
to arilarllarriveveatat this spot passing over isomsome
four bundled miles of trappetrappersirayiral trail
where teams had passed before As
soon as we ariiarilarrivedved here it became neces-
sary for to go back to meet the
emigration as we were aware that six
hundred wagonswagon were on the road el-der benson aandnd 0 P rockwell per-
formed fhisthEs dulyonly and they went alone
fourfofar hundredhundred miles across a desert inid
nnan indian country before they met
the advance of the emigration to im-
part tdbothemthem the glad news that aspotascota spot
nadhad beenwen found where the standard of
zion bacouldiidild be raised aud where there
wasawas a prospect that we at last might
enjoy bur religion in peace heue con-
tinued meeting the camps
until gehad impartimparted34 these glad tid
ingsingatofc the wwholeholehoie of the emigrating
companiescom afides he then returned after
wards he went with the pioneers to
whiterwinter quarters and remained there
durinzidurinko that year in 48 in companycompany
with eiderelder orson hyde and myself

been appointed to preside he
renahremainedined in the
to assist in fitting out the emigration
in 149 in icompany with the rrearear divi-
sion of the emigration he crossed the
plains with hishia family an incident
on this journey iiss worth narrating he
was taken violentviolentlylysicksicksiek and his family
and friends gave him up for they had
lost allnil hope of his recovery the fifty
with which I1 traveled weregereinin the rear

ehmecame up o encampment I1
found him in this position tX called
upon the Saintsaintsstoto holdiaholdhoid a prayer meet
leng andarr they fasted and prayed for him
I1 took soniesomebome of therthia elderseiders on to onelda
the in the neighbor-
hood and we besought the lord with all
our powers tofo heal him he was healed
aaas if by magic and he was able to pur-
sue the journey reaching the valley
with hisbis family in the fall of
hemlihenashe iwas a senator of the state of

deseret an organization which govern-
ed this territory for three years previous
to the organization of the territory of
utah he was sent to develop the
county and bullbulitt t the first saw
and grist mills therelthere anttantl did much to
improve the county andafterwards re-
presented it in assem-
blyolyely subsequentlyibn the commence-
ment of settlements in cacachechieclie valley he
went and labored for ahetheibe develop-
ment of the settlements making
however in the meantime a mission to
the states to assist the emigration and
and a mission to europe while on
the latter he labored jnn great britain
antland seascandinaviandinain av inift the development
of settlements in cache valley he was
among the brnt tto rund saw and grist
mills there hefie alsorasor organized a regi-
ment of militia afin that county there
being then mapymany hostile bands of in-
diana

in-
dians living in the vicinity he was
elected colonel of that regiment and
the regiment increasing until it became
a hebe of course became its brig-
adier general the brigade now con

and is probably
one of titetito strongest in the territory i

elder benson was elected from that
place to represent

i in the legislative
council the distdistrictbrict including cache
andaud bear lake valvaivalleysleysleyo this position
he hasbaa hebi foraforgforfon everalseveral years he was
elected at the last election for the next
ensuing two years

he was a man exceedingly zealous in
the performanceperform aicealce of his dutledudes 1 and like
the ancient apostles labored without
purse or scrip by his gigantic exertions

inill business at home maintaining his
family besides 0 these mimis-
sions and discharging every other cacailcallit
made upon him

about four years ago retookbetookhe took a mis-
sion to the sandwich islandslanddla his escape
from a watery grave while attemptattemptingin9to land therethery being very remarkablethat was the last time he went beyond
the limits of the territory when theory was raised from one end of the terr-
itory to the other we must put
through the pacific railroad bensonfarr west formed an association for
grading two hundred miles of the cen-
tral

con-
tral road they labored under many
disadvantages to accomplish their
contract during the winter and when
the road was completed I1 am sorry to
sayaay that they who had promised to pay
up immediately the workvork was done
failed to fulfillfulfil their agreements and
thethey are yet indebted to benson and
Ccompanypany or thereabouts this
failure on the part of the railway com-
pany involved elder benson in serious
pecuniary difficulties which should
have been closed up six months ago
and probably produced a worry and
vexation which may have hastened his
death though it is said that on the day
of his deatlinedeath he was remarkably well
anddud seemed to be in the enjoyment of
very fine spirits and good prospects

I1 am thankful that he died in the
harness having done his duty man-
fully which should be inscribed upon
his tomblombtombstonestone and that no wicked man
had the pleasure of spilling his blood
as in the case of joseph and hyrum
david patten parley P pratt ananda
other martyrs

we rejoice in the blessing and privi-
lege of freedom of thought and freedom
of opinion and in the right to adminis-
ter the ordinances of the gospel when
we built the temple at nauvoo we
built a font expressly for the baptism of
thedeasthe dead it was built after the fashion
of the seal of king solomon it was a
beautiful place standing upon its twelve
oxen but when the mob had succeeded
in driving the saints a baptist minister
got possession of the temple and broke
the horns from the oxen and otherwise
marred them mashed up thethel font and
rendered the place as general kane
says in his historical address I1 too nois-
ome for any man to abide in it and
finally consumed the temple to ashes
we thank god that we enjoy the free-
dom of the constitution whichillch guar-
antees the right and the liberty to wor-
ship god as wewo please we thank him
forfok this privilege and that our apostles
can lie down and diedle in the midst of
their friends and not be murdered it
is a change in our history thank god
for it

may the blessings of israelsIsraellq god be
upon you and peace dwell and abide
with you is my prayer in the name of
JEsestusjestisUs amen
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iamtamJ am called upon this afternoon to make
some remarks upon the life and ddeathcath of
brother ezra taft benson who has been
suddenly taken out of our midst from
time into eferneternityity

I1 have long since considered it unneces-
sary

S

to make any excuses for performing
my duty upon any occasion in public but
if there is any position where a man might
have doubts about satisfying his own mind
or the minds of his friends perhaps it is on
an occasionloil like this it is well known at
least to the latter day Saints that the elders
ofisrael rise to speak without any written
sermon or preparation of any kind many
ofusofus have been engaged the greater portion
ofour lives in preaching the gospel to the
world and on every occasion we depend
for assistance and preparation upon the
spirit of god this is my position this ataf-
ternoonternoon I1 rise beforeyouyon with no prepared
sermon and with no particular principles
that I1 have settled ilmy mind to address
yoayou upon depending as on all occasions
upon the spirit ofor god and the faithfalth andand
prayers of my friends this dispen-
sation of providence causescanses me many
reflections and I1 presume it is the
case with every latter day saint pres-
ent

resnes
in the first place I1 will asask the

question what position did bro benson
occupy while in the flesh and how many
have ever held the same position on the
face of the earth the words contained in
the rth verseverso ortheof the pro-
pheciesdecies of isaiah are brought to my mind
wllwilwhilelille contemplating the great work of
building up the zion of god in the last
days he says

horotHOTw lullut upon the mountains treareire the
feelfeet of him lialthatlunt britieeth good udinitiding i thatthulpeace that uribrIngeth gool
of roodgool n datbat salvabalvasalvationtioullou matunto alzion thy god reig neth

what position can any man occupy on the
facoface of the earth that is more noble god
lik ehigh and glorious than to bobe a mmessen-
ger

essen
of salvation unto the human family

what more responsible position can a man
occupy than to be an apostle of the lordjesus christ I1 do not know of any in thisaranyor any other generation the thought also
arisesarises inin my mind how many individuals
have ever heldhold this position on the earth
I1 nindfind in the history recorded in the bible
from the days of adam down through the
different dispensations and generations
that prophetsprophelaheia have existed on thetho earth
adam himself was a prophet and he or-
dainedbained his sons to the ANI priest-
hood the gospel ofchhistchrist was taught to him
after thethe fall arid he attended to the or-
dinancesdinances of thothe house of god heile was a
high priest and as a highbloh priest held the
keys of the kingdom of god therethero were
many sons who were high priestspriestsy having
been ordained to this office by their father
adam three years before his deathith he
called together seth enos jared cainan
mahaleel aleh and many others ofhis descendants in chevalleytheValley ondi
Ahmanand there rose up and blessed them
with his great and last patriarchal blessing
this has been given to us by revelation
and these monmen were prophets and high
priests

tracing down the sacred history through
thetho different ages and dispensations we
learn that many prophets existed among
the children of men mosesmoles was a law-
giver in israel and held therthe office of a
prophet seer and revelator when I1 say
that many prophets have existed it proba-
bly needs some qualification the number
of persons thus honored ofor god has not
been many when compared with the whole
of the people who have lived but in every
fgospel age and dispensation god harshadhashadahad
hisis prprophetspeets and servantstsi upon the earth
to nilniimake known his will to its inhabitants
in the days of moses elders were chosen
as his counselors and seventy elders were
ordained to bear record of tho things ofgodG 0d aandnd to assist moses in the work to be
performed in his day but we dodonotnot read of
apostles being chosen under mosess dis-
pensationpensation jesus in the flesh
to establish thetho kingdomof his father up-
on the earth and when hhe was thithirtyarty years
of age he went forth administering in the
ordinances of the house of god and hohe
chose twelve apostles to assist hi and liehe
gave to them the keys of thetho kingdom of
god and the highest office that any man
has ever heldhold on the face of the earth in this
or any other generation is that of an apos-
tle

we read that god set in his church first
apostles then prophets evangelists pastors
teachers gifts graces and elpshelps and the
office afanofan apostle entitiesentitles him to heldhold the
keys of the kingdom of god and what
heher binds on earth is bound in heaven and
what he looses on earth is loosed in heaven
the history of the twelve whom jesus
chose is to be found in the new testa-
ment within the lidsids of that book their
travels the course they pursued and
the doctrines they taught are published
to thetho world nearly the whole of them

blood
some were crucified as their master was
some were beheaded and all except john
suffered martyrdom in some way for the
wordwora of god and the testimony of jesus
christ this was the fate of the first quor-
um of apostles we have any history otof

after the death and resurrection of the
savior when he ministered to his discdisedisci-
ples the last time on earth he informed
them that he had other sheep not of this
fold whom he was going to visit and min-
ister unto the book of mlmormonormon is a
rerecordI1cordcora ofor the descendants of the house of
israel who dwelt on this continent an-
ciently it gives us utieifie history of the jar
edises who came from the tower of babel
of lohlob and his family who camecama from je-
rusalem and also of the Lama andanaananene
philesnemuelthe descendants and lem-
uel sonsgons in that record we find
that christ after his death and resurrec-
tion visited that branch of the house of is-
rael which dwelt on this continent on the
occasion of that visit we are informed that
jesus chose twelve apostles and gave to
them the same power keys gife and gra-
ces that he had given to his apostles on
the eastern continentnent and they went forth
and magnified their callings all of this
quorum of the twelve apostles had the
promiseramisemiso of departing and being with christ
whwhenwhon6 they were seventy two years old
except three of them to these three jesus
gave a promise similar to that which he
gayekave to john the revelator namely thatsavegaveththey shouldshoula tarry in the flesh until ilehe
came history informs us that the wicked
tried to kill john in various ways placing
him on one ionio a cauldroncauldrencauldron of bollboil-
ing oliuilll11 but his life was preserved and that
finallfinallyyinin the reign of domman caeser he
was banished to the isle of patmos to work
in the lead mines while there he was
blessed with visions revelations kno
ledge ight and truth a portion of wbwhichich we
have recorded in what are called the reve-
lations of st john in the reign of nervanorva
john was recalled and afterwards wrote
his epistles the first quorum of apostles
were all put to death except john and we
are informed that hohe still remains on the
earth though his body hahag doubtless un-
dergone some change three of the ne
philes chosen here by the lord jesus as I1

his apostles haderad the same that
they should notcot taste death until christcameancannocanne Aand they still remain antheon thothe earth
in the flesh

thus we have an account in the B
and book of mormon of but two quorum a
of twelve apostles being chosen previous
tto0 this dispensation butin these last days
the lord called upon joseph smith gave
him power and authority to organize his
churchurchh and kingdom again upon thothe
earth anda ad gave himvim the holy priesthood
and the keys of the kingdom of god jo-
seph was ordained to theth apostleship under
the hands of men holding the keys of thekingdom of god in the days of jesusjesuse
namely peter james and john

I1 shall not occupy time with entering
into the details ofthese things I1 have re-
ferred to them to show the importance of
the office held by brother benson hewas a member of one of the three quorums
of apostles that have everover been chosen on
the face of the earth since jesus christernacled in the flesh that we have any
knowledge of the first chosen when je-
susus commenced his public labs in the
flesh the second after his resurrectresurrectionon
herehero on this continent and the third since
the revelation of the gospel in our own day
here we find only thirtythirty six menmonni en chosen
atal various times and dispensations in six
thousand years to hold this order of priest
hoo unless they were chosen in the days
0off enoch and at times in which the bible
does not inform us this number has been
increased however by others who havohave
beenbeon chosen to fill vacancies in these quo
rumsarums as in the case of judas and others
but it is safe to say that the entire number
who have held this office from the days ofadamadani until todayto day has been very limited
As to the number of inhabitants who have
dwelt on the earth during that period iit is
a pretty difficult matter to form any correct
idea inla to it I1 do not think thatany statistician could tell this to any de-gree of correctness it is a kind of a giveniven
point in these days to say that the papopula-
tion

pulapuia
of the earth is about a thousand mil-

lions and that this number parspass away every
generation it is also estimated that aboutthree generations pass away in a century
this gives three thousand millions in a cen-tury thirty thousand millions in a thousand
years anandd one hundred and eleighty thou-
sand millions in six thousand years
about the period that is supposed to haveerelapsedpIsed since the creation of man upon theeartht whether these statistics are any-
thingthin9 like correct it is not of much impor-
tance to discuss but it is an important re-
flection that brother benson thohas been
associated with us so many years is one
of the chosen few of all the immense num-
bers who havehane dwelt on the face of the
earth who have been called to hold thothe
office of apostles well might the prophetsay how beautiful upon the mountainsarearo the feet it keckeeacfec
I1 will sasay that in my while at-

tending sabbath school in mmyy nativenatly stateeState
connecticut there seemed something glo-
riousriousrions to me about the apostles of jesus
christ who were called to preach thetho gos-
pelphel of of god to the inhabitants oftthe earth and I1 have many times felt that
1I would willingly walkwilk a thousand milesmilestotosee a prophet an apostle or anamanany man called
of god who could teach me the wayivay to bobe

a manmau in his hands thepower of the priesthood who could com-
mand the elements and they would obey

j him and who could declaredeclaim the words of
liffinlifeilfe in their truth andana purity to the inbaestants of the earth I1 always lookelookedduponupon
the lives andmissionsmiss I1lons ofthese menmeri thoughtho h
despised by the world generally as tthethoe
most important ofafany men who overevereverover dwelt
in the flesh jesusjesu himself was called
master of the house ofbeelzebubBelbei and trav
elied through a constant scene of poverty
ridicule persecution and affliction yetyett
there was something great good grand
and glorious in the melile of the savior of the
world this was the fate of him and hisapostles and though they descended below
all things they held in their hands the des-tiny and salvatsalvationloniioni not only of that genera-
tion but of all the human race and woowoe be
to that house nation kingdred tongue or
people who rejected theirtheir words and testi-mony for they will rise in judgment against
them

from the days of my childhood until I1heard the falness of the gospel as taught
by the latter day saints I1 had a great desire
tito live to seqsee a prophet or apostle 71 have
lived to see this day I1 have lived to seosee
the church and kingdom of god on the
earth with all its gifts graces power
fioryfloryglory and dominionm anlon revealed and organ
asedzed byy the ministrations of angeangels1 9 from
god inin heaven and by the revelations of
the lord jesus christ I1 have lived to see
apostles and thothe full organization of the
priesthood againaguin officiatingofficlating in and adminis-
tering the ordinances of salvation to tha9
children of men

brother ezra T benson whose death
hatbat occurred so unexpectedly was one of
the few called in this day to bear testimony v
to the nations of the earth of the restoration
of this gospel and he has traveled many
thousands of miles to do so he has beenheen
true and faithful unto death and he will
receive a crown he has gone from
our midst to the spirit world to mingle with
the gods or at least with his brethren whowhoa
have gone before him whether he will
mingle with the gods until after the resur-
rection perhaps it is not for me to say he
has gone home to receive his reward what
a cloud 0off reflection it brings to the mind I1

it speaks iulu loud lanlaDlanguageguage to every apostle


