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hear of the Mormons? The Mormons
are just as good FProtestants as the
Methodists. That there was the slight-
est aifference In personal character
betweer, John Wesley and Joseph
Smith we do not believe. Both foundead
new religlons and on the Protestant
theory the Bock of Mormon is every
whit as good as the Book of Discipline.
Yet the Mormons have been driven
across this country as dust before the
hurricane and every stage In their
journey is marked with blood. Who
thundered against them, who raised
the worst passions of the mob agalnst
them, who destroyed their property,
confiseated the fruits of thelr labeor,
slew their leaders and sent them out to
take refuge In the more tender mercy
of the savage and the desert? Was it
the inquisition? Was it the Catholie
chureh? No. Thank God, not even
the insanity of bigotry can lay that
erime to our charge. It was the evan-
gelical ehurches of this country, and
as usual the most bloodthirsty of all
the persecutors were thé Methodlst
preachers. When did the Methodist
bishops, or the Methodist editors, or
the Methodist elders, speak for equal
religious privileges for the Mormons?
Ye hypocrites, that bulld the sepul-
chers of the prophets and are the sons
of them that slew the prophets!

“The Methodists are in favor of
equal privileges to all men everywhere!
They are! Wil the editor of the Meth-
odjst Christian Advocate please read
the following dispaich to the Baltimore
Sun: . ‘The situation between Mormons
and Centiles in Ketshaw county s
becoming dally more stralned. The
burning of tweo Mormon churches and
the shooting Into the home of ome of
the Mormons. wounding his daughter,
having failed to run the Elders out of
the county, more VIgorous measures
are being resorted to. A band of
White Caps, wearing white clothing
and masks, last night vizited the
home of H. M. Bradham, an adherent
of Mormonism, where several mlasion-
aries were visiting, After making a
threatening demonstration the White
Caps ordered the Mormons to leave the
county by March 1st. Four Elders who
were run out of Falrfleld last weelk,
have returned with four others, and
with the declared resolve of maintain-
fng their position by force. A con-
tractor who went to Falirfleld to rebuild
the burned churches has been made to
Jeave the country.’ While the IMeth-
odist bishops and the Methodist elders
were straining thelr eyes to the moun-
tains of Peru why @id they overlook
Kershaw county? The hypocrites pre-
ferred to lie about Catholle eountries
that are far away rather than to do
justice in Methodist counties that are
aithin our borders. A long bow needs
a long range. Kershaw county 18 In
South Carolina. South Carolina is one
of the most flliterate states In_ the
Union and therefore a stronghold of
Methodism. There are over ten thous-
and church memberg in the distriet

and two-thirgs of them are DMetho-
:!ista. ) . E . .
“If the Methodist chureh favors

‘aqual rights to all men on the foot-
E!et?)ol' wﬁy doea 1t not speak for the
persecuted Mormens of Kershaw coun-
ty? The fact of the matter is that the
machinery of the Methodist church ia
behind those persecutions, and there is
no chureh in the world which lodges
guch irresponsible power in its heads,
no chureh in the world which treats
its individual members with such con-
tempt. Nay, more, the old Protestant
deviee of prosecuting Protestants
flourishes in its fold. Did the editor of
the Christlan Advoeate ever hear of
the Tonga islandz? Let him read the
second last number of the American
Sentinel and he will ind there sworn
atatements as to the carryings on of
his liberty-loving Methodists. The
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church has split up inte two factions
and one factlon is engaged In the
pleagant diversion of flogging the mem-
bers of the other faction, tricing them
up by the thumbs, throwing them into
prison, and all for the glory of John
Wesley and the advancement of re-
ligious freedom. Our readers must par-
don us for threshing old straw. They
know all about the Methodists and this
must be a weariness to their flesh. But
they wiil please bear with us a little
longer. We are about half through
with the Christlan Advocate. When
we take up a task, we llke to stay with
it to the end. Of course we have no
hope that our exposure will make the
preachers a whit more tolerant. But
tt will put a mass of faets within
handy reach of those who may be
pestered by the preachers’ vauntings of
their liberallty and tolerance, While
men lHke the editor of the Christian
Advoeate and his Methodist bishops
and hig Methodist elders pose as
ehampions of equal rights, or even of
common honesty, these facts will bring
to the mind of the judicious observer
the words that were spoken of the
spiritual ancestors of the preachers:
‘Woe unto you, Seribes and Pharisees,
hypocerites, because ye are like untoe
whited sepulebers, which outwardly
appear to men beautiful, but within
are full of dead men’s bones and of all
filthiness.”

CAUSES OF DIVORCE.

Gertrude Atherton, a very brilliant
woman, contributes to the Contempo-
rary Review, London, a paper on "Di-
voree In the United States.” Her open-
ing paragraph is as follows:

“Divoree is rampant in the TUnited
States. It is steadily on the {ncrease.
It Ig estimated that 80 per cent of the
actions arc brought by women. The
actlona are almost invariably based on
the following grounds: Infidelity, eru-
elty, Intemperance, fallure to provide,

desertlon. Therefore {t would seem
that men are pretty much alike the
world over, but that the American

man, belng conselous of his shortcom-
ings, has made himself as adjustable
as possible, and that American women
have a high-handed way of shuffiing
the cards to suit themselves.”

The lady epitomizes the divorce laws
of the several states, shows that di-
vorce has lost the odium formerly at-
taching to ft. and that it is spreading
in the South, where, until recent years,
it has been neither prevalent nor popu-
tar. Then she undertakes to philoso-
phize, and observes:

*“The typlcal woman of
States today fs a mental anarchist.
Inevitably this anarchistie spirit in
women has bred one dominant and
most Important attribute—the ability
to begin life over again every day In
the year, If necessary. Thege women
are rarely morbid and bitter; never, it
might be asserted, unless they are un-
healthy, or very young. They aect,
rather than talk, when it comes to
eriges. .The past, when disposed of,
has no further concern for them. The
present is theirs: the future, a condj-
tion to be moulded by thelr Imperial
will. Moreover, the women of the
present two generations, who dwell in
creat centers, have in large measure
thrown off the shackles of convention-
al religion. And, to relterate an Iim-
portant polnt, the atmosphere is elec-
trical.”

She expresses “the root of the whole
Aifficulty” as tfollows: “*“*The women
have outstripped the men, apiritually
and mentally. The men of the Unit-
ad &tates possess some of the finest
pertalnments of the human race, but
they are faflures where women are
concerned. ‘Their own Interests are
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so restricted that they are unable to
interest for any length of time the most
versatile and mentally restless women
on three continents.”

That 1s, divorce prevails s0 widely in
America because American women are
mentally undisciplined and restless,and
their husbands fail to "Interest” them.

Misy Atherton’s treatment and anal-
yais of the subject are In line with the
namby pamby modern s8chool of
thought upon such subjects, a school
whiceh I8 deflelent in Acumen and ro-
bust moral tone; overlooks real facts
and eauses, if they se¢em coarse Or un-
esthetle, nnd reasons in an abstract
and lstless but "refined" sort of way
about the greatest guestions that af-
fect human 1life or happiness. She
states some truths but does not more
than penetrate beneath the outer skin
of the subject. ’

The reanl eause of divoree is sin. Not
one couple in a thousand will deslre
or consent to diveree, i1 both husband
and wife, before as well as after mar-
ringe, have conformed their lives to
those Iaws of nature and of nature’s

.God upon which conjugal happiness is

predicated. God and nature have both
intended that husband and wife should
love each other and ecleave together,
and this great purpose will be thwart-
ed only by transgression on the part
of one or the other of the persons
united In marriage. Rare cases of
mismating may possibly oceur to which
this rule will not apply; but they wou'ld
be so rare, under a normal condition
of soctety and popular morals as
scarcely to constitute an element of the
question.

A close obsgerver of the divorce
courts will note that, amang the most
frequent causes for divorce that come
to llght are drunkenness, cruelty and
infidelity to the marriage vow on the
part of the man who,four times out of
five, i3 the defendant. When he takes
the other side he commonly charges
the woman with either infidelity or
desertion, and often the latter term
involves the former but is used be-
cause less offensive. Contributing to
the general resuit, doing very much to
produce it. are the man's preference
to spend hila leisure elsewhere than at
home, and the woman's habit of ‘nag-
glng” him.

There are students of this subjlee:
who assign the “nagging™ habit in
wives as one of the chief causes of
divoree. They argue that It exasper-
ntes the husband unrtil his love for
his wife Ales out, and he &seeks else-
where the pleasures of ecompanjon-
chip with the other sex, The wife soon
learns the truth and then home hbe-
comes a place of torment for bhoth.
Divorce follows as a matter of course.

But far down below the surface I8
a cause ot divorce that s seldom or
never brought out in eourt, nor in the
gossip a dlvorce suit excites, nor In
the papers. In most cases the parties
to the suit themselves give it
no thought, do not,in faet. realize that
it exists; vet often it Is the cause of
all the other eauses that result in dis-
rupting the marriage relation by or
without a judicial decree. It is the
practice of preventing offapring.

If the husband be the instigator of
the practice, the wife, in spite of herself,
ig forced to realize that the man she has
loved and trusted, and to whose care
and control she hag confided her all,
and in whom are centered her dreams
and hopes of happlness, Is a degraded
brute, whose chief purpose In entering
the marriace state was the gratifica-
tion of animal passion. Such a propo-
sal, coming from him, dissipates the
zarb of honor, courage and manliness
in whieh her loving Imagination had
eclothed him, and reveals him to her
a coward. a dastard and a hypocrite;
a coward because he ehrinks from the



