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idadow roland stood with her hand on the
I1

aejaheadonNE herlier boboy helie was a bright eyed robust
healhealthythy cookilookingng fellow with a asfacere of marked in-
telligencetellitelfgence and a genial good natured expression
of countenance ilehe had a bundbondbundle1 iuin hisbis hand
and close by was a small eruik all lashed up
ready for travel

mark spoke the widow ayouou are the only
child I1 have in the worldivorid the only beingeing I1 have
left to whom my hopeful love can cling

the boy drew more closely to his mother but
did not speak ilehe hidbid his face that she might
not feepeeee the tears that came to10 his eyes

thus far my son the widow reburnedreturned keep-
ing down her own tears 1 I have done for you the
best that I1 could I1 have taught youyon what I1
thought was right and have been more than re-
paid by your loving kindness towards me but
now you are goinzgoinggoing to leave me it is hard for
us to part but itif is for your best good you
must begin to prepare for the business of ilfelifeandaud
workoutwork out your own portIlesupbupsupportsupportive since the means of
supporting us both are not withinwithin my reach
before I1 bound you to mr Hamnamhammondmondnond LasI1 assured
myself that he was an excellent man a man up-
right kindheartedkind hearted and strictly moral so you
will not fail to find a good example in you mas-
ter now mark I1 have one very importantimportsn t
question to ask of you dodoudo you know what kind
of a man you wish to be when you grovgrow upcuplyesayes mother the bovboy replied

and what is ity
A good man
and you would be respected and belovedand

honored by all who know you added the moth-
er

yes yes
then my child let thisuna be the rule of your lifeilfe

until that time if youyon are ever tempted to take
a step not in the ordinary course of your daiyduly
top and ask yourself this simple question

will it help to make me what I1 wish to be and
then you may ask would my mother advise me
to do it I1 would not have you mean and penu
iliouslong but still there is a proper care to be exer-
cised over whatever sumssams of money may come in-
to your possession remember that there are
two kinds of pleasure there is a pleasure which
fades away with the excitement which produces
it and there Is a pleasure which conduces to our
lasting good and thus remains with us beyond
the mere hour of its birth do youyon understand
me myson

yes mother 1

then I1 shall not fear for my boy
in a little while the stage rolled up and stop-

ped before the door and thetiie stout driver put on
the trunk and bound it in its place mark rol-
and kissed his mother received her blessing heard
one shotshort prayer from her lips and then hurried
into the stagestags and alkhis face away in his hands
late in the afternoon he reached a large village
and was set down at the door of a fine house
ilehe wondered if he was to live in such a dwell-
ingngg it was handsomer and larger than any housebonse
in the town from whence hebe had come and he
was beginning

11 to fear that hahe should never feel
at home in such a place when bishis meditationsmeditation8
were cut short by the appearance of a middle
aged man who hadbad just come out upon the piz-
za and asked ifit this was mark roland

mark recognisedrecognized mrBIT hammond asai he haihad
seen him at his mothers house once and he re-
plied that he was the boyloy HIS trunk was car-
ried into the house and hohe was then conducted
into the dining room where ththe family were ejustjust
ready to sit down to supper he was introduced
to mrs hammond and to the larger children
and also to two other apprentices who were about
his own age he could eat but little POso he had
more time to look about him and observe the
countenances of those with whom he was to live
he liked the looks of mrs hammond and he felt
sure that she must be kind and affectionate and
then there was a little girl whom the hooters call-
ed cadycaddy but whose real name he found to be
caroline thatthac he thought he would like very
much she waswag yotyoiyoungeringer than he was and a
great deal smaller bitbut she looked good and kind
and pleasant and he wondered itif shehe would ever
learn to love him as his own sweet bistersister loved
him before bheshe died

he cast many furtive glances at mr hammond
but he could not tell exactly what to make of
him the man had a very sober look and at
times seemed to be stern but yet there was noth-
ing unpleasant in his look and when iet e spoke
hisbig voice was very kind and considerate in its
tones

when it came bed tinntina mark found that he
was to sleep in a room with th other two ap-
prentices their names were james prout and
thomas wilsonitelson they seemed to be good na
tired boys andoorand our hero thouthoughteiltalit he should like
them very well but he could not talk much
that night for he thought of his mother he had
never been away oromfrom herlier a nh ht before and he
could think of nothing else before he slept
however hebe rememberei all the instructionshe
had received and helie pledged himself that he
would live up to them liehe would be a good man
if hebe lived

mr flammondshammonds shop was a very large one
and quite a number of hands worked in it he
was the only aliouse carpenter ofbf any conse-
quence in the place nd be hadirad as much busibuit
nessnesy as he could attend to mark soon learned
howbowhoftoto use the common tools and at the end of a
week beike had the satisfaction of hearing his mas-
terer praise himfilm for his application andwoodand goodlood behav-
iorlon As soon as he got over his homesicknesshe
became very happy in his new home arsham
mond treated mmfilm as though he were a child of
her own and caddy wnwas not long in lo10lovingvi ng him
as he had hoped she would he aldaid not then re-
alize howbow much of this was ewingowing to hisbig own
gentleness and faithfulness though he did know
that hahe had resolved from the first to beallbeailbe allail that
a faithful boy should be

alpaap r tat length tthereblebreile came al holidayy
nothing in particular going on in that village but
themthe it was a holiday and the apprentices wirewere
ellowalloweded to haveit ta to spend as they
pleased and their employer gave them half a
dollar each to use as they might think proper

I1 well mark said james prout as soon as
they had donedona breakfast what begoinye goin to do to-
dayd

whyhy returned mark 611 I thought I1 should
take a walk down by the river this mor
then come home and go to0 o work

what cried tom wilson in surprise work
on lection day the old man give ye
any money

yestes
and arnt ye goinecoiner to spend ilit
not nowdow repliedieplied mark its the firtfira mon-

ey he has given me andaud ill keep it for some
good burppurposeose

IVwhatat do youyon mean by thiselthis asked
james youcyon are goin to commence early to be
a miser

no no not that james I1 mean to
save this for the mere gratification of having
money but for the purpose of having something
on hand in case I1 may need it in tactfact Jim you
and 1I both of us hopehopa to be men one of these
daysday and we may want to go into business and
havahave a good home of our own and we must have
money to do this with no I1 have got to begin
to save at some time and I1 know of no place so
good to begin

11
at as the very beginning of the op-

portunityportunity
all very well to talk of but it wont

go down said thomas come well go to the
tavern and see up there and then go over
to the bowling saloon well have a good time
cormcorn

no returned mark 111 have no desire totogologogo
to either of the places for I1 am sure it would do
me no good and I1 should take no pleasure

the other apprentices both laughed and james
told him he ought to have been a minister instead
of a carpenter

A carpenter ought to be a good upright vir-
tuous man and as far as manhood is concerned
a minister can be no more said markalark rather
promptly

the boys laughed again but not quite so forci-
bly this time and thethenn went away

now it so kappbapphappenedened that this conversation had
taken place in the sink room and aaas mrs ilamliam
mond was in an adjoining gintry at work wash
ing the breakfast dishes she overheard the
whole otof it and it was perfectly natural that she
should go and tell her husband about it

in the meantime mark walked away down by
the river where the spring flowers grew in wild
luxuriance and here he sateat down by the waters
edge and reflected upon the occurrences of the
morning ilehe threw a chip intoinfo the river andasand as
he saw it sail away a lesson was suggested to his
mind howflow like a human being was that tiny
chip and how like human life the water the
current was fortune and it must bear a man down
to the great ocean if he once gives up to thetha
tide waswag it well to go to the oceanaocean if youon
would be well then take the currett and sail
away

mark was perfectly satisfied wihwith the course
he had pursued andianti by and by hebe arose from his
seat and plucked a lot of the sweet flowers that
grew around him which he madecade luloiulo two bo

and then he went home one of the bo
he gavepave to mrs hammond and the other to

caddy they thanked him very kindly cad-
dy gave him a kiss and hebe thought that his mis-
tress regarded him with more tenderness than
usual with a light heart helie went to the shop
where he found his master

what at work todayto day asked mr ham-
mond

yes sir replied mark 11 would rather work
here than spend my time doing nothing

I1 wellowell well rejoined the carpenter with a
look and tone of gratification 1 I am glad you feel
so for I1 have work that I1 wantant done and fopfoe
what you do todayto day I1 will pay you I1 want the
railstails got out for the doors of mr richardsonsRichard sons
house if I1 gave you the dimensions do
think you could saw them out and plane them

mark said he would like to try and he was al-
lowed to do so and by the middle of the ofafter-
noon

ter
he had ththem all done and had earned a dol-

lar mr hammond complimented him very
highly upon the manner in which the work was
done and told him that he should soon have an
opportunity to earn somethingso fortor himself

after an early supper caldycaldy came running out
into thenardthe yard and asked mark if he would not
like togoto go and ride papa says helie would like to
have you go there are two seats in the carriage
you know and papa and mamma can have one
andind you and I1 can have the other 2

at first the boy hesitated but when he under-
stood that it was his masters wish that behe should
go he assented rhethe carriage was a very easy
one and it was very pleasant to ride by caddas
side they rode through a beautiful wood and
around through a fine village which mark had
never before seen and got home about nine

welitwell said mr Harnhammondmond as mark started
for his chamber dont youyouyon feel as well as you
would if you had gone off and spent your money
and your time for trifling amusement

100 1I feel a great deal bebetterter sirsin replied the
bboytamam glad it is so added his master and
there the conversation ended

when the three apprentices had been with
their employer a yeyeagearhearherhanha told them that when
his work was so that it could be donedon ttheyhey
might havebave their scents set for them and he
would pay them for all the over work they
couldconid do they were very much pleased with
this and for some time they were able to earn
from one to two dollars a week

what do vouyou do with your money mark
asked james proutfront as the three apprentices came
out from supper together one evening

411 I anam laying it up the answer 131 3

wilson
yeiiyou neter dla cint wah rus sailsaid thomas

because L have nociedo occasion to spend any re
piled mark

but enjoy a good time as well as any of
us if onlyotly think so

1 I do enjoy good times
howflow id lieligelleile to know
why inin hoping that I1 may be a man one yf

these days and be able to do some glod in the
world

fol de rolroi de diddlediddie dum oleddied james
what a pattern make itif vouyou grow up

hell make a pattern youir wihwi h you had
copied said a voice from the woodshed but the
boys did not hear it

come added tom go down to the saloon
with usand lepslets have a game of ten pins
the use of being so mean with your ioiemoretr

111I am not mean with it replied mrk rather
warmly for iiit was not the first timo they had
made the fling at him tell me when you have
spent a single penny that was not foror
amusement when have you laid out a single
copper for the good or pleasure of aej body be-
side yourselvesvourselves tell me that

I1 well returned james ofafterter considconsiderableerbleerbie lielleliei1 I

tation for the question was a knockdownknock down blow
to him we do spend it for our own amusement
andone more than you can say

no no rejoined mark 111I can just say that
though I1 might better use thehe word happiness
than amusement if I1 thought I1 should find
more happiness iuin some other course I1 should
most certainly pursue it I1 would not ask you
to Spendspend a penny for my pleasure nor would I1
urge you to du any thing which I1 did not think
waswai for your good you have asked me to go
with you to the saloon now I1 ask you to go with
me to the shop I1 am goinggolu to earn half a dol-
lar tonightto night 1

tom and jim laughed at him and then went
off while liehe went to the shop and rolled up hisbis
sleeves and set about his work

mr hammond went into the house and told
his wife what he had heard audand then behe remal k
ed

511 I am I1going to give that boy one final trialand
if hebe proves tritetrue in that he shall have all the
care and confidence I1 could give a son

heile put on hishig hat ardand went out and when he
stopped it was before a small mean hutbut at the
outskirts of the village in which lived an
old woman named polly brun mr hammond
opened the door and went in and found pollpoilpoliyfollyheithelisnug baherby her sheet iron stove steeping some heib
tea

ahab poll how dyonayou dotdo said the visitor
god blessbles ye mrBIT hammond im jebjea soeo as

I1 was when I1 seed ye last
then youre no worseworee 1 added the carpenter

taking a satseatbat upon an old chest
noeno sir replied the old woman while god

elvesgiveselvesgives me such noble generous friends as youyoh are
I1 cant get much worse and live heaven knows i

what poor polly would adone the lorg winter
passed if it been for you sir

111 I am gladd you are grateful polly for that ts a
parteartrt of tilethe reward I1 get for doing such thinesthingsrotwotbut I1 have coma on business now justJustl listennten
to meimel have three apprentices youvou know them

yes sirlsirsiri 1Il have seen them oftenorlen
well I1 want to try them they all know

you and they all know that you are poor and
worthy they know that you have suffered
great misfortunes and that you arbare a fit object I1

of charity now will you contrivecontrie it for me
will you try them on the first opportunity and
let me know the result

polly promised thateliat she would and mr ham-
mond then took his leave

AAfewfew davs after this polly brun met james
prout and thomas wilson iuin the street they
had done work and were on their way to find
amusement for the evening she stopped them
and begged for charity shesite told her sufferings
and her wants and saidbald that any sum no mat-
ter how small would help her

you must go to somebody got more
money than we have said james

but a few nencevence urged the woman
we got it to spare so dont trouble

us
even the money ye paid for them segars yere

would help me more than ye can imag-
ine pursued polly

and it will help us too retorted tom and
trenwiththen with a laughelaughlauh he pulled his companion away
and they went off

shortly afterwards polly met mark roland on
bishis way to the shop she stopped him ansbeas she
hadbad done the others and told him the same story
of suffering and want

really maam 1 returned the youthsouth I1
gotpot much money but I1 should ikelikeilke to help you
I1 know you are poor and need help would a
a dolardolartolar help you

the lord bless ye I1 couldhitnIt have asked so
much from you my dear lad

thentheo yohyotyou shallshail have a dollar said mark hap-
pily just you wait here a roirolminutenute 1

he rantan to tiletiie house and when he returned he
had two silver half dollasdollarss in his handhard which
he gave her remarking as he did so

if I1 should die as all your children have died
and mymv mother should become poor and helpless
I1 should hope that she might find friends

she would she would I1 clied the old woman
moved to tears by the boboyapysys

word god wont
suffer the mother of such a son to be forsaken

mark felt a new kind of happinesshapbap as he went
at work that evening and as be reflected upon
the event which had transpired be felt that he
had done right and that his mother would be hap-
py if she knew it

and while mark waiwas at work old polly went
into the carpenters house and told her storistortstory
mr hammond liEtlistenedened to her till she finisifinishede72

and then hebe said
the boy is true as I1 had hoped hahe would be

I1 can truly sayiedbaysayllelieIldhe has been tried and is not
aund wanting 1 11

vattriR ki f W
when Markimarklma went to litlivlivee with mr hammond1 mond

he was fourteenfour teenreen yevayearsyearbrs old doringdaring thehirstbirstfifirstta t year
helie had earned but little but 66on thetle secondsecand year
he laid up seventy five dt llaila from tilethe piproceeds
of his overworkover work after thishis beilg fared better
his employer showed himfilm no undue parpartialityliali 1 Y
ahthoughgh ththee other twa appy ththought0 tight he ddid1 d

theythe were cconversingOn aboulabouT itIuinhinninin the hopshop one
noon when mr hammond happened to come in
just as a plain remark dropped from theahe lipsaps of
james proutfront

that boysboyat as carpenter
do you say that I1 amom partialpar t iallal to markmaric roland

the two apprentices were confused and seem-
ed loth to speak their opinions but their employ-
er pressed them and finally james answered

I1 you give him betterbelter work than youou do assir
I1 what do you mean by thatthai demanded mr

hammond
I1 why he works on better wokwork and when liehe

gets over can make anore replied james
look deboysye boys I1 am glad I1 know how vouyou

feel for I1 can set you right answer me thistins
have I1 devoted one more moment of time or at-

tention to mark than I1 have to you now
think carefully look over the time you have
been in the hopshop together and then answer me

dont VOUyouv ou know that I1 have not
yes sh
then listen further I1 want two nicedies four

panel doors made for the new sores ore I1 will giveglye
you the dimensions and yowou may get butout the
stuffand make and finish them and when they
are done you shall have your pay 2

but stammered james we cant make a
door

why not 7

becauseBrcause we nvernover learned
who aughttaught mark to make ltvit
dont know sir
yes youi ou do know said mr hammond stern-

ly youayou know that he picked up the informa-
tion while you were off enjoying yourselves at
first hebe offered to help the journeymen during
his 0spareae time when they were criven andarid they
not only accepted hisbig offerciter butblit they did jutjust
what he wished them to do they taught him all
they could one evening he came to me after
working hourhours and wanwaneded to buy a couple of pine
boards I1 asked him what be wanted of them
and helie told meroe liehe only wanted to ty and see
what he could mike of them I1 asked no more
questquestionsionsioni but made him a present of the boards

after I1 saw a door standistandingtg in the
shop and asked one of the journeymen where it
camecama fiflomom and he told me itif was one mark rol-
and had made it was as good and perfect a
piece of work as was ever done inin chii shop and
is now hung in mr snowssnowa parlor not a par-
ticle of instruction hadbad he ever received from me
in that department of tiletiiehe trade heile had gained
it all by his own exertions and if I1 now give
him better work than I1 do you it isis simply be-
cause he can do it while you finotc androwandaud now
boys I1 have one word more to say while you
have behaved with decorum and kept free from
absolute evil I1 have not felt called upon to inter-
fere wihaith what youU have been plea ed to call
yourour pleasures butlittit I1 may tell you now that you
villwill bolhboth beeee the time if vouvon live when vouyouyou will
wish that you had followed the example of tiiethe
companion with whom you have found so much
fault the way is still open for you and I1 give
yonyou my woiwoidd that you may learn all you conand
tratmat you shall profit by all you learn

the two apprenticesappi entices had something to ponder
upon when they were left alone but they did not
profit by it like too many others they not or-
ly disliked watking when they could avoidmold it but
they spent their parespare time inin seeking for thosethoe
kinds of enjoysenjoymente lit which give the most excite-
ment while they last and last not when the ex-
citementcitement is passed I1alicyhey did somebome overworkover work
and made considerable money but it all went for
amusement and they were none the better for it

in the meantime mark worked on in tilethe path
he bad marked out he saw the goal ahead
AN HONORED AND rebREeRESPECTEDrEarED MAN aud he moved
ateasteadilydilydlly and industriously towards it during
the third year of bisbig apprenticeship be earned
over one hundred dollars during the fourth he
earned one hundred and fifty and he was now
elgheighteenteen years of age ilehe not only made the bestbetit
use 0of the few months of each year allowed him
for he had gained a taste for know-
ledge and helie applied most of his leisure time to
its acquirement

and so the years rolled around
james prout and thomas wilson were one and
twenty they had become good carpenters they
had learned the tradetraileandI1 and hadbad learned but little
else they could handle all the tools and fash-
ion aallail11 the parts of an ordinary dwelling they
took a few weeks to themselves for recreation
and pleasure and then came back and mrBIT ham-
mond hired them paying them journeymans
wages they had no money saved up nor did
they even now seem to layjay any plans in that di-
rection

A few months after this mark roland was
twenty one

wellweil mark saidsail jim prout what ye goin
to do now let outouiou to the old man eh

not exactly replied mark mrGMT hammond
said some I1 ime agotharago that be should like a partner
his busbusinessineis has increased to suchpuch an extentextents
that he wants part of hethe care and
removed from his shoulders I1 am going to make
him an offer

not to be his partpartnernertnerV cried tom wilson in
surprise

why nowDOWnotnoi returned our hero do you notrot
thill I1 have knowledge enough of the businessbusine01

100 O that said tom we know he
addedaddedraherraf her reluctantly that you are one of the
best workmen in hee county

and I1 understand the whole science of archi-
tecturetec ture and can raise a comely and harmonious
structure from my own plans and designs inter-
posed markalark

yes I1 know it admitted tom but the
old man wants fifteen hundred dollars for halfbalf of0

the shop and business ti


