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THE DESERET WEE

—
tion, to the worlde that move in epace
by divive appoiptment, so barmontous
in their spheres and eolar relation-
ship as Lo be viewed &8 representing
God moviog in His Majesty of sub-
iime order aud loveliness.

When wedraw this vall aslde—lay
this mortal by and come into His
presence, oUr little time o earth will
only seem to compere with the flitting
cloud that bas psseed between our
vision and the gun’s bright rays—it is
poon passed, and the light anu heat of
those ray® &0 essentinl to Jife anu
growth, are only the better appregiated
for the few momenis vl their ob-
wg;i:){;r brief absence from Father's
presence of glory never dimmed, may
repder us more susceptible, and en-
able us the better to appreciale the life-
giving virtuee that radiate from Him
to ai] who recelve of His fulluess, and
are thereby made partakers of cternal

life.

Be pure, 0 man, your elos will ind

ail-seeiog eye 18 ever

g'::r ;":nl:'! . __Bw. RigHARDS.
gT. JOHN'S STAKE CONFERENCE

uarterly conlerence of the Bt
Jo’fll:::aqsmke of Zlon was hbeld at the
Unjon ward at Springerville, Apache
county, Arlziou, un Lthe Brd sud 4:h of
September, 1863.

Couterence commenced st 10 8. m.
on Sunday the 3rd. There were pres-
ent on the sland, Lpe presidency o! the
Stake, & pumb:rof the memuvers of the
High Qouuncll, Patriaroh H. J. Piatt
and the Bishoprio of the wards,

Elder Duavid K. Udull.expreeaud joy
at tne priviiege of meeting io confer-
enve and stated that the presldency
had visited all tbe wards lu the stake
during the lant quarter, except the
Ramab ward, shu expeocted to visit
that ward durlng tbe coming montb.
He was pleased 1o note the good spirit
that pruvnilm amonget the Halnte for
improvement and tbe uesire Lo live
their religion. The coanditlon of the
Baints was gatisiactory, both temporal
B ritual.

n]'i_"n:]'ﬂr: wm. H. Gibbone, H. J. Platt,
J. N. Heywood and George H. Crosby
occupled the remajuder of the time in
the forenocon, encouraging the Haints
in works of rightecusuess, and KElders
Heywood anu Crosby ne Bishupa re.

orting the gondition of their ward.
¥n the afterovun the Baersment was
administered, 8nd the time was vocu-

jeu by the Bishops of tbe warde, and
llizllder:a E.A. Noble, and E, N. Free-
man., The wards were very favorably
reported, nnd tbe tinanginl condition
of the pevule seemed (o De somewhat
better tban for some years past.

Thete wae & Priesthood meeting helc
on Supday evening st which there
was & pood Attendance, and mngh
goud instruction was given.

The epenkers on Monday were
Elders Hyrum Chapman, A, V. Gib-
bone, Prime T, Coleman Jr., Wm, H.
Gibbone snd Daviu K, Udall

Duriug the couference the Sain's
were encouraved to muke use of apd
study the Bible more tboroughly.
They were aleo advised and encour-
aged to thke steps to complete tue BL
Jonus Btuke Academy. 'The conier-
ence Whs a very enjoyuble tluie, and
the 8alnts fell that 1t has been a time
of rejolcing and strenythening of their
fnicly CHAB. JARVIS,

LUNATICS AT HOME.

New York City, Bept. 15.—A
gruesome subject—the josane asylum!
Well, perhaps so, but nevertbeless I
am golng 10 glve you a description o1
my ehort trlp to Blackwell’s Island.

Qur party took u ‘‘crosstowa’’ car at
Fifty-ninth street and went on past
dear old Central Park, with her magni-
fioent and stately old trees, and faced
with the many hotels and large spart-
ment bouses—on past Plaza and Savoy
botels, on Fifth avenue) down into
the dirty tenement district of the East
river; then we wulked up to Beventy-
sixth street where after scrambling
over a rocky, grass-grown by-path, we
tumsbled across an old dilapidated look-
ing construction, calied by courfesy a
pier. No boat ip sigbt, excepting &
few dirty, swoky barges, frons which
peered dirty, emoky faces. Just across
theriver could be seen the island that
contniped 80 muny lives, hopes aud
hist.ries.

What » strunge thing Js the hu-
men mind, when one thinke about
il A coblld le  born, it orles,
Jaughs and thrives with no thought
of the morrow. Afterawhile the littie
germ of knowledge begine to eprout.
{tia fostered by the tender parental
fove, l.ttle lexves o1 fancy beygid to
peep ubove the soll, The stock of
jmagination springs forth. The child
lives ip a fairy world in which wood,
river and gky are filled with forms of
\ncopceivabie beauty and terror. The
growth govs on—the fairy world of the
child fades into the baokgreuud and
in lts plunce the youthful dreamer
vullde & Uright miry castle of pore
wolden hope and enthusinsm; only be
puilds the foundation of the Irail erys-
tal jdenl; still, the oRstle grows aud is
peopled with large ambitione, a great
name, the viotor’s vrown—all besutl-
ful shadow formse of the essily earneu
juture, On, on, gouee Lhe stately pilt;
but stay! Who ocvomes yonder with
shat huge iron hamwmer in bis hana?
He atalks straigbt np to the beautifui
ptructnre and—stop bim!-—strikes &t
the del.oate, white foundation, and lo,
it fa cracked in many places, Tbhe
youthiul dreamer begins to mend the
places, but the seams will show, He
fooks up and sees reality stamped on
the forenvad of the buge mopster who
bue so marred bis bullding, and oo the
hammer, sortow and disappointment.

Hope ls ever the companion ‘of
youth, Bo he goes on tlo repalt
ibe fujuries, butla ulwaye retarded by
the stern old man, Whoess hammer
atrikee again, 8 d sgain, until-—crash,
vow D goes the castle and under it lies
buried all the Jear shadow-fornie of
love, fortuns «nd [ame. 1t the
branches are strong and the roots firm
he begine anew (o bujld » ladder ihis
time of strongeset irou, and emphoye
resson and tagt for workmen. If on
the contraty they mre weak or brittle
they bend down unuer the burden and
end in misery and deatly, o eiwe snup
and live in & world of mad ness aud

fantasy. Woiob is the happler Jot?
What mortal ean answer? We ure
hike—

There, 1| have wandered far awny
from the island in question and am
now brought back by the arrival, not
ot a ferry boat, buta row bost, manneu
by a erew of BIX sturdy-l. oking watlors,
ench maulpulating s Iatge woolen oat.

They bave for the most past very ill-
tavored gountenances and are nearly
all [talinpe, I find myseif thinking aa
1 step into the boat—*'What a small
chance one would have of beiny res-
cued, if by chance, they feli overboard
and trusted to the bravery of these
men.” They were all dressed ailke,
in coarse grey trousers, chegked shirts
tulling baok displaying thuir
brawny pecks. Small grey skull
caps Burmounted tbelr  closely-
shaved heads; snd this served
to complete the costume, My
eyes glanced around at the other occu-
pants of the boat and found they con-
ajated of just thirteen persons, which
tutal numbet caused & thrill of horror
in the breastof Miss T., our super-
stitious littie dark-syed frlend. To add
to the comfort, we are now informed
uy the geotlemeu of our party that
the sailors are workhouse men, who
bave been sent up for petty crimes,
Tbe prison is polnted out tu us at the
sputhern part of the island, & very
Iarge building of grey granite, In fuot
the igland presents quite A charming
picture to one irom the river, with its
grey-white bulldings embowered In
ttees, and every lnch of the ground
covered with a thick earpet of green.

The river is very calm today,and we
sail amlong mnicely without accident.
sSeveral *‘cute’’ little tugs wilh thelr
Htt)e important noses helu high In air,
with « few exoursion bouie in tow,
pass in, In about five or ten minuies
we are acroes to Blackwell’s isiand,
tied (tbe boat I menn) to aa upright
plank, and oross to terra firma on a
oparrow board,

we lapded msbout in tbe center of
tbe western sbore ot the islund,

'and before us lay s lurge open uraes

plot uotted over with the besutl-
ful “ux-uye’” daley in which ‘this
vagtern country abounds. We were
afterwards informed thst thig is the
tennie ground, We turoed to out Jeft
and walked along towards tbe north
aboutone equate and a hall (Balt Lake
measure) aod find ouTeelves wuear o
large granite building. We could
descry sume twenty-five or thirty of
the 1 mates 0of Lthe spyilum who were
spreading out clothes ou the grass to
dry. They all wore red shawls, blue
omlico dresses and sun-bonnets. They
seemed to work very slowly and gave
ench piece a vicious little tug as It
Jdropped.

Aps we near the building tbe path
diverges b ‘two directions, one golag
porthweet trom the building nnu the
elher along the south slde; neat the
formet we eee & notice: ‘‘No vlaitors
allowed along the path.” On the
porch of & emall etructure of Juitice
work we see several persons sitting
with bowed heads and clasped hands,
or pacing reatlessly to and fru. We take
the soutn pntn—it 1a very oiose (0 the
wal] of the main bulldinz—spd a8 we
pPase We hewr mumbiing, shontinga and
soteechings, This, we afterwards
learned, was whbere the aged and in-
ocurahles were confined, and that they
are very nolsy and troublesome.

When we reached the southeast part
of the butlding we were met by st at-
tendunrt, who directed us to walk up
the east slde of the bullding and we
would rench the superintendent’s of-
fice. We dld so snd found s besutf-
ful eutrance of slobe steps
surmounted by 8 vine.covered porch.



