80

clety, estahlish religious forms and cus-
toms, just as they chose, according
to what suited them, without taking
the Lord into consideration at all, and
that He was tiound to accept all their
offerings; in fact, some seemed to think
that He ought to be very much obliged
to them for meetingy together on the
Lord’ day and wurshipping Him in
their own way. But according to
what he (the speaker) had just read,
the Lord would not accept an offering
unless it wasa made in His name and
according to His own appointment.
After a refererice to the history of
Cain and A bel ad bearing directly upon
this portion of his subject, A bej’ssacri-
fice being that which God had ap-
pointed, Cain’s that which be chose to

ofter. Elder Penrose said that in
tracing the history of the world
from that day down to the

present we found a similar spirit ex-
isting to that which characterized the
actionsof Cxin. The Latter-day Baints
hnd experienced manifestations of that
same spirit of bitterness and animosity
while seeking to serve the Lord in His
appointed way. Persons belonging to
various institutions which men had
set up had viewed this Church with »
apirit of batred; and had persecuted
those who carried out the command-
ments which Glod haid revealed. The
apirit which bad driven the Baints
from city to city and-from place to
place, which had spilled the bloou of
Joseph and Hyrum Smith and caused
the martyrdom of other good men was
the same spirit that burped inthe
bosom of (*ain. But the time would
come when everything which God
had not established would perish and
fade away, when all the works of men
and all their institntions would be
broken up aud destroyed; then He
wonld “subduse all things unto him-
self.??

The great and chief difference be-
tween the Church of Jesus Christ of
Latter-day Saints and the various de-
nominations in c¢hristendom — and
heathendom —was that the former had
been appointed of the Lord. Joseph
Smith did not build it up; the servants
of God who had foliowed him in the
leadership of the Church did not
organize it; but it was organized by the
gift, power and commandment of God.
Al its ipstitutions were divinely
established, and therein 1ay the
difference to which he had aliuded.
He sald nothing against the membery
of other churches, or such correct
principles as they professed—for all
truth originally came from God; but
the systems and establishments which
men hud set up were not of God, and
He wouli not accept them nor their
administrations. Jesus bad declared
“Every tree that My Father hath not
planted shall be rooted up.'” Thete
might be persons present watching for
some expression that they might mois-
construe as being treagonable to the
yovernment -under which we lived.
But he had no intention of wsayin
anything of the kind. The Lord ha
told us in the book from, which He
had read that the Conpatitulion of this
eountry wae inspired of Him. It wag
acceptable to Him, because it was
framed by righteous men whom He
waid He ¢raised up for that very pur-
pﬂaﬂ-”

The Lord ealled vpon us'to build up
Zion; He had appointed us to that
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work, and this must be done in right-
eousness and purity; for the pure in
heart, He said, were His Zion. The
inhabitants of Zion should strictly ob-
surve tho Babbath day, keeping it holy
themselves and also teaching their
children to keep it, and to *‘walk in all
holiness hefore the Lord.”? The Sab-
bath was of Glod’s appoiutment. He
bad also sppointed that they should
Yyield ope tenth of their increaseannual-
ly tolay the foundation of Zion, and
build it up and send forth His word to
nll nations. Ap it was in ancient
days so it was today, not only were
the tithes to be paid, but offerings were
also to be made for the benefit of the
poor, and hence theiv fast-day, on
which they were called upon to fast,
meet together, offer their prayers to
the Lord, and bring-in what had heen
saved of their fastlng for the benefit of
the poor.

The Lord had also appointed that
His sorvante who held the Holy Priest-
hood should minister in holy places
for the livingund the dead. This was
of very great importance to the Latter- |
day Baints. The speaker here particu-
larly aiverted to the sacred ordinance
of matrimony, remarking the Lord
had declared that what His
servants sealed on the earth by Hie
authority and appointient should be
sealed in heaven. In the holy houses
being erected on Glod’s pattern, and by
His appointment, His servants min-
istered in this sacred ordinance, after a
gimilar pattern to that by which our
first parents were united in the garden
of Eden. They were then immortal.
But they brokethe law of Glod and so
brought death into the world. At the
time Xve wnas given unto Adam in
marriage there was no death. They
were told o ‘‘increase and multiply
and replenish the earth and subdue it,
and have dominion. It waa after
their marriage that they sinued. But
Jesus Christ came, in the meridian

of time and died for the sins
of the world. *And as in Adam
all die, aven 80 in Chriat

will all be miade alive.”” In the resur-
rection state Adam and Eve came
back where they were in the hegin-
niug. and as husband and wife they
will have dominion, standing at the
head of the race. When a man and
woman were joined together by God’s
appointed servants in His appointed
way it was for time and efernity—for
this world and the world to come; but
wilen a ceremony was performmed in a
way which God had not appointed,and
when the authority exercised was
mereiy humwan, thut union lasted only
till death, and would pot be recognized
on high as eternal. When death came,
that would ke the end of the contract.

Bome people made a mistake in as-
serting that the Latter-day 8 ints,
reputated civil marriages and those
which men performed in other relig-
ious organizations in the world. The
Baintsdid nothing of the kind. They
recognized them as contracts to be
faithfully kepl. Butin this country
they were regarded aimpiy as civil
contracts before the law, made to last
only until death parted the couple—
and agreat many did not even wait

for death to part them, There wae a
great deal too much parting of that
kind in this country.

day Baints going outside the rule and

When he saw |from Henrieville,
young people professing to he Latter- l

-
appointment which God had made,
and marrying after the fashlon of the
world, he felt sorry in bis heart,and be-
lieved that they must beeither very
blind or very wilful. What a woeful mis
take for those to make whose eyes had
heen once opened to see the thinga uf
eternity; When a young man or
younz woman went outside the new
and everlasting covenant snd con-
tracted a marvizge, it could only he for
time. They might have pleasure per-
haps 8o long as time laated, but not more
than twoout of ten made a happy
union in that way—it was not a good
thing for people of opposing faitha to
marry; hbe did not care whether they
were Lattaraday Baints or not. Man
instituted that kind of marriage which
is common in the worid. It was
binding while it lasted like any other
centract, but would bave an end when
the parties were dead, and would not
reagh into the world to come. In the
regurrection they would ail be raised
from the tomb, but they would comw
up separate and single in their saved
condition and be but as the angels.

But a man anpd woman who were
married according to God’s appoint:
ment, though death might part them,
would, If faitliful 1o all things, come
forth in the first resurrection and in!
herit the gift of eternal lives. WitK
their children they would form an
elernal family unpion, and of the in-
orease of their glory and majesty and
dom!nion there would be no end.

Latter-day Saints should rejoice that
they had been able to understand some
of the things which God had appeinted,
and which would endure forever; thay
they had been brought out of the world
into the Chureh of Christ, saved from
their past transgressfons and washed
clean ot their ains in the blood of the
Lamb in obedienee to Hia ¢command-
menta. Let them werve . the
Lord with all their hearts, keep
His commandments every day of thelr
lives, put away the thinge of the world
and the waysof men, so far as they
were evil, build up Zion and live by
every word that proceeded from the
mouth of God, and prepare the way
for the coming of our Lord, who hag
deciared that all things that were of
Him should abide for ever.

The choir sang the anthem,
“Heaveuly Father, we would wership Thy

great name this haliowed day,"

the solos being splendidly sung by
Mrs. Agnes Olsen-Thomas.

The benediction was pronounced by
Apostle Heber J. Grant.
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On Saturday, the 6th inst., I left the
settlements of the Saints on the Pah.
reah, bound for Escalante, lying
thirty-five milep eastward,in company
with Elder Andrew J. Hansen, who
kindly volunteered to take me over thi
mountains to thie place. Leaving
Henrieville on the east or main branch
of the Pahreah, the road takes up a
dry wash between the bluffe for a die
tance of five miles, and then turne te
the right until the creek is reached, up
whirh we travel through a canyun
until we come to a lonely ranch incated
in & little romantie valley ten miles
The road now
leaves the canyon Aud "passes over a
sandy bench covered with a forest of



