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fulfit the measure of lheir.creation,. and
subserve the fiat of destiny or divine
decree, made  and established in an in-
finite past. oue 1O which the present iz
but as a rainf of sand or tge :lnote in
e of a summer’s day

th‘lz‘"isrl..rl,::!s;lllxlt;jseed and soil,then the blade,
then the ear, then the jull corn in the
ear, is written in words of fire on all
thi:’lgs by the invisible finger ot l_)enty_
and testified toby human travail and
experience, whether the great first
cause, or purport of things is realized or
unders ood or mot

So ingrained Is this in _the very con-
stitution of man and things, that no
mother would set aside the gradual
development ol her offspring irom in-
fancy to maturity, any more than the
fapmer or tiorticulturist would wish (or
or expect tose€ sprioging to glorious
peﬂection'instanter, the creatures ot his
patience or his care; some of these may
appear to possess a_lransitory beauty,
may appear to be like Jonah’s gourd
which came up in a night and perished
in a night, but DO mMore 1s expected than
is determined of experience, and found
to be jnherent in their very constitution,

But there appears lo be in these
jtems of experience and obser-

5 I |
vireer:une a difference between human
knowledge, man’s methods and institu-

hose which are divi_ne,-, lthis
have been set out in clear
:11:‘,);5:0;;- as an essential difference
markea of philosophy, but to the writer
it appears to belong to the border land
where two great lorces meet and then
sever, each working on its own plane,
harmonious to the higher power no
doubt, yet comprehended of the other
only, as it may perceive by reasonof the
; character of insight when
illuminated of the Holy Spirit! 1
The word: of principle of e’volunon_,
seems to circumscribe all man’s experi-
ence and Progress, he learns and that
hardly from experience; he changes,
adapts, provides for emergencles as
they arise from limeto time; as he be-
comes educated so does he evolve
auxiliary laws, regulations and ipstitu-
tions, many of these (most of them) are
trapsitory, _ they are expedients,
their actiol is  undetermined
and the results uncertain. There is
little stability, | and (‘.hanges. are
made from partisan feghng, without
reference to principles which are eternal;
pno reference pithcr is made to any
authority outside of buman interest,
much of which is momentary; oo sap-
plication is made to any power beyond
man. it being apparent that he considers
hims'elf equal to the situation, hence
under evolution as tbus interpreted,
security, Ppermanence, endurance s
rarely prognostlcaled of any measure
recommmended or passed by any official,
or by the represented or convened wis-
dom of tne nations individually orother-
wise. o B
It was doubtless some such inspira-
tional conceptionwhict led the Propheis
to predict the overthrow of all human
institutions, government and rule, they
must have detected in them the elements
of disintegration and_ _ove_rthrow; and
divine wisdom and divine intent, must
have been lo them almost transparent as
it were, or they could not so confidently
and gloriously have foreshadowed an era
and rule so tar ahead of all past or pres-
ent experience; a government so far
superior as could only find utterance in
human expression, as to endure ‘‘or,
ever and ever,”

tions, and t

receptive

The fundamentai difference then, as it
appears, between human action and
divine purpose, is that the one is
transitory, begotten of expediency,
evolved {rom experience or determined
by partisanship or popular clamor, the
other (the divine order) is of revelation,
man’s wisdom cannot fathom or coni-
pass it, he know nothihg of the natural

sequence of principle, omly as it
15 revealed (rom time to time,
he could not kpoow of him-

self, that faith must precede repentance,
and that baptisimn must follow repentance,
and that by the laying on of hands there
is or could be transmitted or transfused
that potent power called the Holy Ghost
or the Holy Spirit,no human experience,
no sense of necessily could discover, or
indicate this order or deterniine the now
plain precedence of one principle over
another. '

Nor could anything of human lore de-
itermine that the gills and manifesiations
of power should or would follow the ac-
ceplance ot this order, or that divine
authority to administer would be *the
key” to the vital recognition and recep-
tion of the blessings here enumerated
or implied.

It cap readily be seen that i for these
primary—these initiatory ordinances, di-
vine autbority and revelation was an ab-
solute necessity, thatit was still more
imperative tor the government of the
organization or Church, growing out of
the inevitable concentration and unity of
believing souls, and the argument is
vastly more potent in its application to
the prophetic anticipation of the build-
ing up of Zion, and the establishment of
*the kingdom oi Godjon the earth!”

It is easy to understand that neither
congressional nor parliamentary
methods would answer here, party spirit
and expediency as we know them would
be valueless in an assembly moved upon
and inspired by the divine spirit, the
contentions and rivalry now seen would
find no place in an assembly presided
over “by the King of kings and Lord
of lords,’ or by His representatives to
whom might be given the keys of
authority and power!

The order exhibited there, will surely
be a counterpart of that exhibited in the
formation and preparation of the earth,
in the determination of sequence and
stability as seen in the normal condition
of all created things, each in its own
order, baving its “times and seasons,’*
its predetermined location and use, by
an economy understood, nay arranged,
"before beginning had its day]'

That human conditions, its darkness
and struggles, its methods of madness
and gleams of intelligence, may have
had their purpose need not he denied,
but that was doubtless to demonstrate
man's ignorance, blindness, weakness
and sin, that he (rom the recognition
thereof, might seek for redemption {rom
grovelling inexperience, through
methods devised of higher intelligence
than is his.

Human character of slow growth,
errs, and becomes warped, perverted,
deformed by the influences and institu.
lions of man, and human wisdom; it is
glorified, enlarged by the divine spirit
and “‘the Gospel of God;” all its accre-
tions thus made are permanen! and need
no correction; evolution under man’s
ideals, 15 superseded by unmistakable
growth, under the divine order ot in-
spiration and revelation from on high;
the product of the former is transitory,

must be corrected, removed, destroyed;
the results of the latter partake of the
features and characteristics of God and
Christ; they are enduring, are eternal,
and the manifestation of the results of
obedience to the loving voice of divine
teaching and wisdom alone will unity
mankind, until all its aspirations and in-
stitutions shall be one, tor in Him *‘there
is neither Greek nor Jew, Barbarian,
Scythian, bond or free, for Christ is all
in all.?’ OCCASIONAL,

FROM HOLLAND.}

RoTTERDAM, Feb. 13, 1587,

Historian Franklin D. Richarde:

Dear Brother—Belore embarking on
8 eteamer, bound for Englar d, thia
evening, 1 wili hurriedly write you a
few linea. I arrived in thie misalon
on the 28th nlt., since which time I
have heen bus:ly engaged in my bis-
torical and otber wisslonary labore,
and have vielted the branchee of
Arnhem, Rotterdam, Dorduobt and
Anstérdam.

1 find thjs mission fu = prosperous
condition, aud the prospecta lor Lhe
future progress of the Wwork very
promisiug. The misslon oconsisle of
ten branches, namely seven in Hol.
iand andthres In Belglum, with a
tolal membership o! 734, or 997 eouls
incloding obiliren under 8 yenrs
of age, Only nine Eiders from Zion
and three jocal missionaries constitute
the actual working force in the active
minietry here at present, which 8 not
sufficient as compared with other
miesione; but the Eiders who are here
all (eo far a8 I have met them) seew to
e very good and energetic men, who
are dJdoing succes:ful work in the
difterent parie of the misslon. Elder
Pieper, the ycu:g presivent of the
miseion, 18 an Abie and exemplary
map, who, I helleve, possesses thu
iove and confildence u! all hie co-
inborers and the Halnte pgenerally.
The baptismal and ordinance recorda
sre And have been well kepl here from
the beginning, but, like the Bwiss aod
Ferman miselon, there afe not many
minute books Ekepl; our siatistical
mautters and other reports, wbich are
ao essentinl Lo the historian, are almo
Iscking, exoept for the last lew yemnrs,
Reform in record keeplog ls needed
very muoch in sll the misslons thut I
have Visited.

The headrjuartera of thie mlsslon are
here at Rotieruam, and sre quite
domfortable. At the larger branches
of the mission rent good and respect-
ahle halls, where mestings and Bun-
day schooie are held regularly; and In
aii my travels I have nol fonnd more
warmbearted and aftectionate Saints
than those with whom I have had the
pleaertire ot hecoming scquainted since
my arrivai in Hollapd, Theugh un-
able to speak thelr I|apguage, my
knowledge of Danleh and my very
llmited upderstanding of German en-
ablea me (o understand a great deal
of what they Bay; and tbey in tura
can understand me in the same w.y.
The hranch tn Rotterdam bad 205
ouptized mempers, according to the
statistioal rep rt ot Dec. 81, 1896, and
the one in Amsterdam 218. HBoih thete
branches (the two largeet In the mia-
sion) are in a very eatistauctory condi-
tion. This miesion seema to have a
Igruat {future before It.

ANDREW JENBON,




