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ing for Themselves.
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For the beginnings of Anglo-Haxon
irrigation In this country we must go
to the Salt Lake valley of Utah, where,
in July, 1840, the Mormon ploneers
turned the clear waters of Clty Creek
upon the sunbaked and alkaline goil In
order that they might plant the very
lagt of thele stock of potatoes in the
hope of bringing forth a crop to save
the Httls company from starvation,

"tah 18 interesting not merely
cause It 18 the cradle of our modern ir-
rigation industry, but even more #o0 as
ghowing how important are arganiza-
control in the diver-
Throughout the

he-«

tiong and public
slon and uge of plvers,
pioneer period of their history the gol-
tlers of Utah were under the direction
of exeeptionally able and respurceful
lenders, who were wided by the fact
that thelr followers were knit together
by a dominating religlous impulse.

Thege leaders had the wizdem to adapt |

their methods and shape thelr institu-
tions to conform to the peculiar condl-
tlong and environment of a Jand
strange and new to men of English
speech, They found that irclgation
wag necessary to thelr existence in the
home that they had chosen, and that
the irrigation canal must ther:tore be
the baslg of thelr industrial organiza-
tion, which was largely co-operative;
hence, the gize of thelr farms, which
are less than 30 acres upon the average,
the nature of their social yrelations,
which are close and neighborly,

That the great material results which
quickly followed could have buen reil-
{zad without the cohesfon which came
from an association dominated by reli-
glous digclpline and contralled by the
guperior intejligence of the head of the
Mormon Chureh, is doubtful; but that
the character of institutions In the val-
leys of Utah, both {ndustrial and go-
clal, was chiefly due to environments
fn which they were placed Is bevond
digpute, Co-operation became the dom-
fnant principle slmply becauge the set-
tlers were in a land without capital,
and it was beyond the power of the in-
dlvidual to turn the mountain current
from {t8 course and spread it upon his
jands. Only the laber of many indi-
viduals, working under organization
and dlscipline, could make the canals
or distribute the waters, A small farm
unit was chosen, not because men were
less greedy for land than In all other
new countries, but becauze It was
quickly seen that the extent of the
water supply was the measure of pro-
duction, and their abllity to provide
this was small, Diversified farming
which*1% one of the leading canses of
the remarkably even prosperity of
Mormon agriculture, was resorted to
because the Terpitory wuas so far re-
moved from other gettlements that it
was combelled to become absolutely
pelf-gustaining, The small farm wunit
made near nelghbors, and this advan-
tage was #till more enhanced by as-
pembling the farmers’ homes in cone
venlent village centers, One reagon fop
adopting this plan, in the first place,
was doubtlegss for protection against
the Indlang, but it has become a per-
manent feature, which s still adbered
to in making new settlements becsuse
most satisfactory to the social instinet,

The construction of lrrigation works

A
R AND FUTURE OF .
IRRIGATION IN U. S. §
|
5

Safections From a Paper by Elwood Mead, Expert in
Charge of Investigations, Olfice of Experiment Sta~
tions at Washington, D. C, — Influence of Irrigation
Results in a Multitude of Small Proprietors Work~
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by corporate capital ~ame a8 & natura]
If not Inevitable evolution, There came
a time In the districts first settled
when the opportunities to divert water
cheaply had largely been utilized, and
when the expenditure required wes be-
yond the means of elther the individual
or the corporation of many individualg,

In thig country corporations have, so
far ag congtruction I8 concerned, taken
the place of governmenta] agencles in
other lands Practically all of the
lnrger and costller works huilt within
the last two decades have been of this
character,

Even in Utah, co-operation was not
sufliclent to reclaim all of Salt Lake
valley, For forty years the table land
north of the lake, one of the largest
and best fracts of irrigable land in the
valley, ramained unoccupled, while the
gong of the ploneers weve eompelled to
seek homeg in the surrounding states,
To recloim this land, a canal hed to be

| earrfed for three miles along the pre-

cinitons sgider of Bear River capyon,
The flow of the river had to be cone«
trolled by an extensive dam and the
Malad river twice hrideed by long and
high aguedvets, and tha milfon-dollar
outlay reanired wine more than home
serkers conld provide,

The creation of water-right compll-
cationg cnme with the hulldi=g of cor-
paraté canals, /Pravioug to thie it had
been the yale for thosa who built diteh.
es to own the jand they wgter=d, and
there wase Jittle. differencs as to
whether the right to watser went with
the diteh or with the land, hecauge the
ownership of both was united in the
Fame person, But when comvan'es
were organized to ditribyte woter for
otherg to frrigate with and to derive a
revenue  from water rentals, thers
arose the auestion as to who was the
owner of the right to the water dlvert.
ed—the ecompany trangporting  the
water or the farmer who used {t, The
laws of nearly all the weetern states
make the ditch owner the appropriater.
This hag ereated a Alvided ownerghip
of land and water, and many canal
companies have framed water-right
eontracts on the theory of absolute
ownership.

OBJECTIONS TO CORPORATE
CANALS,

Having dealt with the benefits de-
rived from corporate Investments in ir.
rigatlon  works, it 18 now proper to
point out thelr defects, The most se.
rioug one 18 that nearly all Jarge can-
alg have beoen 10sing Investments. The
record of these losses (s so stupendous
H}ut it is reluctantly referred to. A
single enterprise in one of the territor-
les repregents to {ta-projectors o Joss
of aver $3,000000, The Bear River can-
al In Ttah, which cost over & million
dollars, was recently sold under a Judg-
ment for about one-tenth of this sum.
A gingle canal In Callfornia represents
n loss to Its bullders of over £800,000,
These are not {solated cases,

The reasons for failure should be
more generally understood, The fol-
lowing are the most important:

(1). The necessarily long delay In se-
curing settlers for the land to be irri-
gated and in obtaintng paving custom-
erg for the water to, be furnished,

(2), The large outlay and peveral
yvears of unprofitable labor required
as & rule, to put wild land in cond-
tlon for cultlvation. Rettlers of lim-
ited means can not meet this outlay

and
Nearly nl] of the setflers on orid Janis
are men of limited means; hence, cantl
companies have at the outser to fur-
nigh water at gmall cost, or furnigh to
n emall number of consumears,

1and laws to irrigati'n

OUR BUSIEST MEN.
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ADJUTANT GENERAL CHARLES S. BURTON.

Charles 8, Burton, who fills the responsible position of adjutant general of the state militia, under appointment

from Governor Wells, cccuples numerous other pogitions of trust,

He I8 cashier of the State Bank of Utah, and direc-

tor In the following named institutions: The Home Fire Insurance o, The Provo Woolen Mills Co., The Salt Lake
Theater, The Co-op Wagon & Machine company and Heber J, Grant & Co, The “News' photographer caught Mr.
Burton in the attitude In which he s to be seen at nearly all hours of the day through the big plate glass windows
of the State Bank, seated at his desk clipping coupons, or attending to the other multifarious duties of his position,

in addition pay water rantals,

(2). The unsuitability of the public-
levelopment,
(4). The acquirement of the lands to

be reclaimed, in many Ingtances, before
eanals are completed by
or speeulative holders, who would do
nothing for thelr improvement

nonresident

(). Expenses of litigation. Exper-

fence has shown that In the estimates
of cost of a large
ghould be made for a large and long-
sontinued outley for ltigation

gins
stream and {s protracted through the

canal provision

It be-

with the adjudication of the
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NEW COUNSELORS TO PRESIDENT OF RELIEF SOCIETY
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MRS. IDA SMOOT DUSENBERRY,

Mrs. A. T. Hyde is the daughter of the late President
John Taylor, and was born in Sajt Lake City in 1549,
In 1870 ghe became the wife of Alonzo E. Hyde, and is
Her active work in the

the mother of eight children,
women's

tual Improvement assoclation.

in thelr alms

fleulties 8o disheartening as to

taking place at her home,

turned from an eastern trip which

New York, Buffalo and Washington, and was apprised &
her appsintment as counselor 10 President Bathaheba W,

Smith upen her return.

organizations of the Church commenced when
the was elghteen years of ageshe becoming associated
with the Relief Society as g teacher in that year, In 1879
she was appointed counselor to Mrs, Hannah T. King,
who was at that time president of the Young Ladies’ Mu-
Sincs that time she has
been a zealous worker In the Interests of both these socle-
ties, her efforts having been tireless in sustaining them
No work has been s0 tedious, and no dif.
tire her patience, sad
her work has been a digtinet influence in thelr progress,
An important organization which owns Mrs, Hyde as its
founder Is the Boclety of the Daushters of Utah Plo-
neers, which was founded In April, the initinl meeting
Mrs, Hyde has regently re-

Btake,

1897,

suasive mannper,

priea to her.

included Chicago,

Mre, Ida S8moot Dusenberry, daughter of the late
President A. O, 8moot and Afina K. Smoot, was born in
Salt Lake City in 1873, About & year afterward her mother
moved to Provo, where her father had previously made
A home, having been called to preside over the Utah
Mre, Dusenberry's education wag obtalned in the
Brigham Young academy, from which she graduated in
A year later she graduated from the kindergarten
department of the Chauncey Hall college, Boston, and
3}0«! that time has been
Young academy kindergarten tralning school, in which
work she 18 greatly interested and very successful,

In 1889 Mrs. Dusenberry organized the parents class,
which has rapidly increased In numbers and has been
productive of great good,
women's congress held In Salt Lake City in 1800,

Mra. Dusenbarry I8 a very intelligent woman of great
strength of character, of cheerful dlsposition and per-
Ehe has nol, héretofore, been promi.
nently connected with any of the Church organizations,
except 80 far as her labors in the academy may be so
considered, and this made the call come as & great sur-
But she s through heredity and training
groatly interested In the work, and this, with her patural
enthusianm and executive abliity, Will cause her to taith.
fully, earnestly and Intolll&::uy strive 10 perform all the
duties x{ the Lmporiant

In charge of the Brighamn

She was vice president of the

with which she has been

controversies over water rights.

THE APPEARANCE AND RESOURC.
E8 OF THE ARID UAGION,

The climate of the western half of the
United States takes its cheef charac-
teristic from its aridity, or dryness. The
heat of its gouthern summers and the
cold of its northern winters are allke
tempered and mitigated by lack of
humidity, Neither the humid  heat
which prostrates nor the humid cold
which penetrates to the marrow (s
known in the arid reglon. The west.
ern mountains and vaileys are a recog-
nized natural sanitarium where thou-
sands of Invallds are sent sach year
by physicians to regain their health,

The dominant feature in the physical
appearance of the arld regions is its
mountain topography, On every hand
& rugeed horizon meets the view, From
north to gouth, from Canada to Mexi-
co, the Rocky Mountain range makes
the backbong of the continent, Along
the Pacific coast the Sierra Nevada
and Cascade ranges [ift thelr barriers
to Intercept the molsture and condense
it into gnow, Between these two prin.
cipal chains, with their connecting
ranges and outlylpg spurs, are many
minor systems, 8o that the whole eoun.
try g & succession of mountains and
valleys, of forests and deserts, of rag-
Ing torrents and sinuous rivers winding
to thelr #inks upon the plains or mak-
ing their difficult way to ths distant
ocean. The far west g thus a land of
the greatest scenic heautles, and widely
celebrated as such

The cultivable lands e In the val-

leys, rising with gradual glope on
elther side of the streams to meet the
foothills, Narrowing to the moun-

tains, these valleys widen ag the river
loses grade and approaches the sea or
its confluence with a larger stream.
There are valleys ch will accommo.
date hundreds, others thousands or tens
of thousands, and a few, ke the Sac-
ramento, in California, where millions

may dwell.
In the eastern portion of the arid re-
glon, and in high =altitudes farther

west, the land I8 covered with nutri-

tious natural grasses, which furnish
fdeal range for llvestock, But the
characteristlc badge of the region f=
the sagebrush This brave plant of
the desert Is commonly held In derl-
tlon by those who behold it for the
first time, and until they learn to

know it as the she!ter and dependence
of range live stock when the terrible
blizzard sweeps from the north and aa
the sure idication of good sofl and the
humble prophet of the fleld, orchard
and garden. Thus, it happens that to
the casual traveler the appearance of
the region is forbidding. It s only in
localities where the work of reclama.
tion has been In progress long enough
to permit the growth of trees, with
farms and homes, that the value of the
sofl and climate can be appreciated.
There ars gsuch instances in all the sev-
enteen :fates affid territories of the far
west, One of the most striking s the
Salt River Valley of Arizona. Here
the traveler, after a long and tiresome
Journey through waste vlaces, finds
himself suddenly confronted with
homes rivaling in ta®te and luxury
those of eatern statea and with or-
chards and gardens which resemble
more the centurv-old gardens of
France and Maly than a creation of
the last twenty vears

The writer then next desceribes the
minera]l wealth of the arid reglon and
Ite other sources of permanent pros-
perity, the present and future of frel.
gation, the growth of irrigation and
need of bhetter lawe the nsed of re-
form In the management of arld pub-
le land; showg that the homestead law
I# not gdapted te secure the settlement
of the arld reglons and that the desert
land law was devised to promote the
Investment of capital, ruther than to
encournge settiement. Other toplos are
the Carey aet, which gives to each
ftate the right to segregate 1,000,000
Acres of land and to control both its
reclamation and Meposal to settiers:
the Influence of range Industries; the
uncertainty as to state and federal

 Juriedietion In the contrel of streams
| and compiications from lask af ynitorm

laws,
The right to water which should be
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recognized in the arld land s the right
of use, and even this must be restrict-
ed to beneficial and economical use,
in order that the water supply may
serve the meeds of the largest possible
number, Ownership of water should
be vested, not In companieg or indivi-
duals, but in the land {tself. When
this principle is adopted, the control
of the water 1p divided precigely like
the land, among a multitnde of pro-«
prietors, Reservolrs and canals are
then like the streets of the town, sérve.
ing a public purpose and permitting
ready access to private property on ev-
ery hand, Water monopoly 18 Imposs.
ible under this method, and no other
abuse I8 encouraged by It

PUBLIC SUPERVISION AND CON-

TROL OF IRRIGATION,

The entire discussion leads up to one
inevitable conclusion: This
irrigation, over and above all other In-
dustries, Is & matter demanding pub-
de  supervision and control, Every
drop of water entering the head gate,
and every drop escaping &t the end of
the canal, Is a matter of public concern
The publc must determine, through
constitutions and statutes, the nature
of water ownership, The public must
establish meang for the measurement
of streams and for ascertaining how
much water may be taken for each
acre of land under the principle of
beneflelal use, The publlie must see
that justice is done In the dlstribution
of water among those who have pro-
perly established their rightful claims
to it.  We have thoroughly tried the
methods of leaving al) this to private
Initlative and management, and, along
with magnificent material progress, we
have reaped a large crop of deplorable
financial results.

The national government alone can
make the best and broadest study of
the varlous economle questions relat-
ed to tye development of agriculture
on arid lands. This Includes not only
the measurement of streams and sur-
vev of reservoir sites, but also a con-
eideration of practical methods of ap«
plying water to tha soll and of social
and Industrial institutlons adapted to
the environment of the arld reglon,
The nation alone can deal with the con.
Meting rights In Interstate and (nter.
national streame and with the cone
gtruction of great reservolre at thelr
head waters, with a view to benefiting
the several states lving a'ong thelr
cqurse.  The natlonal government i
glready active along all these lines
and the fleld for the sxpansion of its
efforts la wide and inviting
INFLUENCE OF IRRIGATION UPON

PEOPLE AND COUNTRY.

While a deseription of existing con-
ditions In the far west necessarily in-
cludes references to many evils and
disappointments, there is a brighter
side to the picture, and the future ig
luminous with new hopes for human-
ity, A vast population will make It
homeg In valleys now vacant and
~voleeless, yet potentially the best of our
national heritage, They will create In.
stitutions which will realize hgher
ldeals of goclety than the world has
yet seen. Irrigation 18 much more than
an affair of ditches and acres It not
only makes civilization possible where
men could not live without It, but it
shapes that civilization after
Ite own pecullar design.  Its underly.
ing influence i# that which makes for

democracy and Individual independ.
ence,
Where land can only be cultivated

by means of the artificlal application
of water, and where that water la not
under speculative control, 1t 18 owned
In small holiings This 18 50 because
irrigation Intensifios the product of the
land and so demands much labor, et
Is a kind of labor whith can not profit-
ably be left to hired nande, The re-
sult 18 & multitode of gmall proprietors
working for themselves

IRRIGATION AR A TRAINING IN
BELF-GOVERNMENT,

Another Interesting feature of frrl.
gation Is the training it gives in self-
government., A farmer under lrriga-
tion can not remaln ignorant and lo-
different of public questions. He has

is that |

to oonsider his interest in the river
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\\'hl.‘h feeds his canal-and the nature | enfoy ready {
of his relation to other users along | lUbraries o cC%# to schools, churches,
ith dotiren It 8 & trathing schon) “; I‘“I-‘. € and .‘Mv-xmb*mur-nu Tha
self-government and gives the flrat {me | the rn o €Ly of the future in
petus to clvilization in rainless o | B oon - "A“I'\W vill realize a hay
glons The eapacity of the American life—1 ity I lown anid untry
farmer has already beeny demonstrated read the ,"‘h! Adence whi ’
He lg the author if the Ihest of aur ir- ;:‘. v ¥ prietorship of the soil and
rigation lawe Coloradd was the et | Bl o 9Ok 4 welal | et
state to enact & law provid for ¢ hi ¥ I It Nimur
Jublic control of streams and some s rt | able to 1) S . e
of systematic pr dure for e estab ' fiLt " 8
shment of righte, but 1) red ¢ T ' ne | ekl
that I8 not due (o her statesmen bt At 5 nich falle
to the discussion of the GGresiy Ly 5.‘ ‘ ] I
and the public spirit and ind H‘.\‘,‘ \E
of the Irrigators under the ( \v cat retorm
al.  Oppoged by the conservatism of | in s
the legal profession and t I id ] I
of th not pra | ith
|).»‘ subject, they had a long and { i .
ful struggle to ] the of | o IPORTANCE
a statute which for a th ) ’ IGATIO
Btate the lawgiver of th LR ! the de«
In Utah the practices of water use | tiog AT is be.
are a hundred years In advance of t) ! t at the present
91‘{"' laws, Thisg ls due to the fact that Especlally in
Irrigators  recognize ingensihly t] CRITornia 5 a new awakening,
community nat of thelr na a t or ¢ nart of the best
the streams. T) 1 fand mer Hzenship to refnove the
private ownership | vt { L ! formerly hamse
made an Irrigaty trict | i 4 nd private entere
and it never wil Pt L a8 i whole, 18 be-
! ! ! 1 { 't wWhie
EFFECT OF IRRIGATION ON the hat th ] f ,-mr:” .’;
CIAL LIF} ‘ tury,  World-wide
" { haster s day
Heretofore one of the | Of it nent .l‘V ‘[:“ 14 :i‘;\y
r!lf;\t~‘l home hag heen | 3 n. | utilizatio | hi The
T'he vallevg of mat Lreams el | ¢ nt 1
row The broad areas wh g | J ! h
tween these valleys are the home of ¢ With velop! nt '
cattle and sheep, hut not of men The | there | o ar 18 -
Anglo-SBaxon thirst for land, and pl nat | conquest of
opportunity which t} lesert<land at trid A | he enlistment of put
gave to gratify it, resulted st f I o ns m means in the
In 4 wide separation between hom I 1 di of its streams for
and In a loss to the ploneer of the ad ! rix ntoof its hundred  miliion
vantages of schools, churche 1 f ble goil; the harnessing
clal lfe U'nder the larger and later | of der powers to mill and factory
canals the tendency has been in the & he rowdin of its pastures
other direction. The European custom | th 1 Hor of livestock the
of making homes In village centerg has | opening up of It mineg and guarries;
been adopted In parts of Utah, Wyom- | th ors f Its forests into hu-
Ing, Idaho and California, and stead- ‘ man habltation the coming of a vast
fly galns {n publie favor Where | population and the growth of institue
farmers live in villages, their families ! tlons worthy of the time and place.
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¢ Inventor of Wooden Match

Eventful Lile and Mystarious

Disappearance of John

Hucks Stevens.
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There 18 fairly acourate data regard-

Ing the earlier attempts at match-
making. Who the first person Wwas
that actually invented the wooden

splint match, however, 18 a matter of
controversy. Apparently, like the tele

graph, this discovery was made simul

taneously in at least three parts of the
world, But there {8 no doubt that
John Hucks Stevens was the first of
the English-speaking race to put into
practical use this thought wave, Late
in the twenties, or early In the thirties,
he invented the compogition which
when applied to the wooden spiints
would ignite it, and his splint match
goon superseded the cardboard, or pull-
ing match. It was his match (then
manufactured only in England, though
uged on both gldes of the ocean), waich
nicknamed the Democratic  party
“locusfocus” in '35,

Mr., Stevens was always “eccentric,”
and cared nothing whatever for the
financial returns from any of his dis-
coverfes, He was an excellent chem-
ist, & somewhat exclusive profession in
those days, but, having once solved
any peoint which had baffled him, he
lost all interest in the invention, In-
quiry at the patent office many years
ago elleited from *the clerk this re-
mark:

“That man must have been & perpet.
ual motlon crank, There are models of
dozens of things which he invented and
allowed others to patent because he
hadn't the business faculty.”

We who Knew the old gentleman
smiled, for “‘perpetual motiol” had
been among the mysteries of which he
sought the solution. Then we accom-
panied the clerk through the centra!
aisle until he stopped before a glass
case containing some of Mr, Stevens'
inventiens, an “fmproved cotton yin"
being the only one which 1 now recall.

His match was probably patented
soon after he came to the United States
~he belng the Arst toe manufacture
wooden matches in this country--but
at that time patents were not num-
bered and are diffficult to look up, Lat-
er he made several improvements, of
which three are recorded November 16
1839, Their entries now sound strange:

“No, 141i—For preserving matches
from accidental friction durtng manu-
facture.”

“No. 1413—-Compositioen
friction matches.”

“No, 1414~Match for retalning fire

So little did he care for fame that he
frequently allowed his pald workmen
who merely carried out the suggestions
of drawings which he furnished, to
patent machines, ete, He was an abl
man, but not & schemer, and was con-
gtantly victimized in business Like
hie friend, Horace Greeley, he was
easily duped, and he
to make fortunes w) \
his, though he was always ir
able clre

Of his persona) life
but little He was born in Harwi
Essex, Eng June 25, 1804 From
boyhood he 1o have lived within
himself, sper his time In
dreams, relleved by sudden spel
energell experiment, which
censad when he had mastercd his |
gle or convinced that he
following the wrong path,

In one of his many trips abroad
met Harrlet Oldaker, a 16.yvewr
English girl, « hildhood had !
ppent in ielg and, F
fuch other
to appea
Bty

matter for

permitted oth
were rightfully
comfort

umstances

his friends kno

ome

her father's far

vens roused from his re

fail deeply in |
VaK red

re goon 1e1

ammbarsaidor's In The H

1 ter

enough 1
the Uking
people wi
English
Haolland
the family home at Harwich
Despite the fact that &l] the =t

family have beet overs

chant

knowr it ¢ '

the later gentd . b

bean chemists and Inven!

In some 1y N

‘fourth estate,” and ¢ ha

ool 1ed ith the mania
Marriage did not

pate tendencs i

L 2] Ay 'n 5 Ne el

ward and Willlam, have 1)

and European rig :

while he canie on to New Y

where he blished

foi matohes. Which, though

in use In the United States, had nhel

been mapufsciured here
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Hls sona cull talk of the sport they
Dad In the storeroom above the facs
tory—a pluce In which he frequently

loched thein in later years, when they
had disobeyed, Fortunately, workmen
| always remembered (o bring the boys
food while in durance, for their father
utterly forgot them when he returped
to his laboratory, and has been known
not to think to release them for a week,
A® to the lads, they eijoyed this ens
forced retirement, passing their dme in
ring wooden boxes, in  wWhich
matches were then sold, Into sleds,
these were then lowered from the win-
dow by strings and exchanged for
| goodies that admiring children at-
tached in thelr stead,

When the Millerites heeame convineed
that the miliennlum was at hand, M,
Stevells was one of the early adherenty
to that pecullar faith and thenceforth
was g sirjet yvegetarian,

His ensuing fifteen years were happy
bul this peaceful perfod came tu
tn ubrupt end with the death of his
wife, In '36, Tt Is probable that hig mind
vas somewhat affected by his grief ay
that thne, ag sgoon thereafter he ree
turned to hig old roving habits, seeme
Ing not o realize his respongibility to.
ward motherless children, bug
calmly leaving the younger ones In the
care of (he oldest son, whe was not yet

O

ones

of age. Occaslonally, In after years, he
would muke unannounced visits 1o the
children, stay for varying lengths of

time and leave a8 abrugily as he camo,

Then wouid follow latters, at jrregu.
lar veriode—letters couched In quaint
phraseology and written in flowing
characters, whose delicate tracery is
very even, but not readily decipherea
by thoge more familiar with the com-

mercial penmanship of today
While visiting a son In Ohlo, early In
the eighties, he opened & trunk filled

with lega) papers, which he assured his
llstener were destined te make all the
family weslthy after his death, add-
ng

I dislike business, but it is a pleas
ure to know that I have amassed wealth
for my chlidren Remember thig, if I
never gee you agaln, T expect ta die In
Callfornia, which I like better than any
place 1 ever viglted "

He Arst went to San Francisco about
the time of the civil war, :

Not long afterward he returned to the
land of gold, from which he wrote, but
gave meager accounts of what he was
actually doing, or his plans, In '83 one

of the sons saw a4 notice of his death
in a Phlladelphin paper, and started
with his family for the Quaker City for

the purpose of seeing his father's grava

and letening to the account of his last
| moments. In New York City they
stopped over, to ¢nable the grandchild-
ren to see places assoclated with hia
memory While they were walking
down Broadway the son turned toward
ho had been the Inventor's favor-

and =ald:
the old gentleman
passed” Don't forget that face,
If pa were not dead T would speak to
esemblance is go striking.”
grandehild looked back and was
sed t that the stranger was
nient atching, having stood
i Friend or stranger, he

ite granddaughter

] \ 1 notlce

1 [ attention. Of medium

helg) knit frame and with the
[ perfect health, so une

ho have passed thelir ale

1t} re and ten, complexion
girl’s, yet with the delicacy

flowing hair and silky

¢ a8 the driven snow, the

! t one who could be seen and
ew hours later the travelers
‘hiladeip! only to be met

h the assurar that the death no-
ike. Thouneh the folk In

house f 1 which the paper had
hurfed, admitted that John

| R ns had been i1l there. they
hat he had recovered and

There was no record of

t the 1 s Th Htor

I } ‘; " L ’ ‘

¥ lentify the

1 had contaloed an

Mr. Stevens' Hfe and

: vritton By ¢ vell

} nventor's jlar-

v wveled

] ] t) inid

} { nar hile

< , for

he contents of the trank he

v wast he the

keen looked! at his

vav to his father's

) BT T 1" Prabably nn

! v this sid f the hereafter
Whetessever he may be, few rememes-
the 1 ho gave us our wooden
teh—which he regarded as the least
important { hir many discoveries,
thous! ¢ prehably the only one not

e

vet superseded by inventions.-

Wanona Stevens Abbott (n Los Angeles
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