THE DESERET WEEKLY.

371

board and lodeings Thus Kemper
county opened in fine style and furnished
us some members for our humb'e labors.
I labored in Kemper county for nearly
five months being treated very kindly by
the people, always provided with a
good bed to sleep un and plenty to eat,
and on different occasicns given siamps,
and clo hing besides baving our cloilies
rashed for us

“ais leit Elder S. T. Baker at Scooba
Mississipp on March z4th, 1897, in com-
pany with Elder Porter of Centerville,
1 taking Benjsmin Johnson cf Ogden,
Utah. go ng north to Oktibbeha county
Mississippi, where we were to have met
Elders John Chipman and S. H. Jones
at Starksville the county seat on March
28 h, but cn account ol not ge'ting their
notice in time they were no there buta
letter to'd us iv meet them one week
later, which we did, and after meetinz
they lelt us in our new coulty, where [
Jabored i ntil May agth, one meeting
with g od succe:s nolding ten meet-
ings per week makiog many warm
friends and some investigators.

M iy 2gth and oth were spent in rofer-
ence assemblape, where all tne Elders
of 1Le state were present, forty-two in
all Conferer ce over and Elders given
their appeintmenis I was 1:fiin Oktib-
beha coun y, wi h Elder wilkam R.
MecCr .cke r of Smithficld Cachie country,
Utah as compan on, Ther: we labored
until June 3oth when I was called as as-
sistant state Sunday Sechoel Supermten-
dent to travel with Elder Heber S
Sanders. whom I met July 3rd, at Broth-
er S Summer’s, Wayne County, and
with whom | am Irdveling at _pmsernc,|

unty to county, orpantziag, an
:;r:tl:iln‘;gom ollr'der the Sunday Schoots,and
teachiog them to SiOg the songs of
Zion. . . [

Tre work is progressing nicely, the
Elders all erjoying ztlmu h;allh and

iri doing a no-’ le work,
spirits, and g e D

e g

A VOICE FROM ALaMAMa.

the welcome items that
in your Deseret Weekiy
myselt teel 1t our duty to
render unto you our thanks and apprecia-
tion of the same. During the short time
that I have been a:signed to labor as a
missiopary 1 have not read any pews
from this part of the globe and theref re
feel to remund the people that sucha
place as Sou h Alabama is yet in exist-

Having read
are presented
my partier and

ance and as far as missiouary
work i; concerped the Elders are
pressing forward with great
dilipence. Qur labors are  proving

a pleasure insiead of tasks by being
greeted on ever hand with triends, who
once were hard hearted, but wlo now
have cleansed themselves from the pow-
er of Satan and have gone to wership-
ing the Father who tules in heaven and
wonld at any momert seal their test.-
meny with their lifes’ blcod to tte trutbs
ol the Gospel ol Christ which has been
pianted so deep anq strorg imo the
bodies that God has given to all human-
ity who dwell ugon the face of the eaitn,

| lett home in that dear val ey of the
Rocky Mountains on the 15th of Aptd),
18g7, and was landed on Alabam: soil
on the 215t ¢ the same month where ]
was met by otber Elders who conducied
me to a Sister Jackson’s at Brewton Es-
cambia couoty, Alabima to pas; the
night. After conference which convened
on the oth of May I was assigned to

labor as a Meteotic Elder In Wilcox and
Monroe counivies, Alabama, and have
been working in that capacity ever sicce,
We have madz many kind friends, and
are i1eceiving openings to make many
mote. Itissurprising with what rapidity
the truths o) God are being advanced
here in the South and what eff-ct it has
on the peop e The Eidersare enjoying
good health and the best of treatment
and in almost every case are gaining
very rapidly im weight My weight
when [ lefi home was one hundred and
sixty pounds, but pow | wou'd be safe in
saying that I balance the scales at one
hundred and seventy five or eighty; so
you can readily see, that we are not suf-
leting from want of tvod and kindness.
The bardest irial 1that we have to con-
iend with is the iatense beat that is
floaling cver the Southein S'ales.

With best wis es and love and the
blessings of God upon those who are
doing H's will I sill remain a loving
fitend to the c tizens of Salt Lake.

Erugr M. Davey.

HALES WARD BRANCH CONFERENCE

JonEes' MiLLs, Alabama,
August 16 h, 1897.

The Semi-annual conference of Hales
Ward branch convened August t4th and
15th, 1897 Meetings were held at 1o a
m andz p. m each day

There wete present Elders Dantel H,
Thomas, president South Alabama cor-
fzrence, W. B. Barnelt, general superin-
rendant of Sunday schoois. James P.
Ensen. Ezra E. Neeley, irving L. Pratt,

zra P. Monson, Amos Cook, Ether M
Davey, as also the local Priestnood, 1he
Saints and many fiiends [rom difierent
patts of Monroe and Escambia counties,
A good soirit prevaied throughout.

The Elders zli spoke with power.
Our meetings were held in a large bow-
ery owing 10 the fact that some one not
a tiend of Mormaonism, burned tne
Saints’ church.

Hales Ward is a thriving branch with
a membesship of about tuirty presided
over by Samson O. H le with James F.
Johnson as assistant and Tames Z. Giger,
as clerk. The Saints seein to be doing
well, peanty ali of them keepng the
Word of Wisdom and paying tithaog

A new meeting house 30x4o fect is now
in course of ereciion, which it is to be
huped will not mi :et the un imely fate o
i's predecessor

At the close of cur meetings six pere
sons made application for baptism.

D H. THomAs, President,
Ezra P, MONSON,
Clerk ot Conf:rence.

KENTUCKY CONFERENCE.

CenTRE, Kentucky, August 1oth, 1597,
The Elders of the Kentucky Confer-
ence met in conference assembly August
7th and 8th, 1897, at the Junction branch
me:e ting heuse in Meicalfe County, Ken-
tucky. President E jas 5 Kimrall was
absent on account ot ill-health, but Eld-
ers Albert Matheson and [ohn Wopd-
mansee from the office at Chattansoga
were welcomed in his place The Spirit
rested upon us and we bad a feast long
10 be remembered We had the privi-
lege «n this gecasiwn of dedica'ing the
first Mormon meeting house ever built
in blue grass siate. Great credit is due
to the Saints for their enterprise. All
lhe woik was perf rmed without any ex

pense tor labor. The house is one of
which they may justly feel proud,
The sisters used their :pare moments in
preparing a carpet for the floor.

uring the coaference four public
meetings were held. Of course all
could not speak, there being lorty-ooe
Elders present, but those wno Had the
privilege accounted it a pleasure and
handlcd the dificrent subjects by the de-
monsiration of the Spirit.

As s is the first Mormon conference
held in this part of the Lord?*s vineyard,
led many people to attend. The assem-
bly was estimated at about one thousand
people. Some of the Sainis traveled
two hundred miles to attend conference.
Most cf the people left feeling well and
expressing themselved as being repaid
for their visit.

Monday August gth the Elders metin
a secluded sput in the woods for the
rurpo:e of a piiesthood meering. All
had the privilege of reporting their
labors dming the past year and then we
lisiened to the mstructions ot the Elders
from the Office. Elder Albert Matheson
briefly told us of the progress of the
mission and encouraged us to a deter-
mination io do more in the next year
than bas been accomp ished 1in the one
just closed. About one hundred and
twenly-five have bzen led into the fold of
Christ, yet we desire that the Lord shall
bless us with even a greater increase the
coming year, At the close of i1hein-
structions each Etder bore a strong testi-

.mony of the divinity of the woik.

The Saints did themselves proud in
entertaining the Elders and 1he visiting
Saints and friends. A pleasant surprise
was sprung upon the Eluers on Monday.
While they were in Priesthood meeting,
the Saints piepared and set a table suf-
ficient in size to permit forty-one Elders
to parltake at vne lime. This was a
privilege seldom accorded Eidets while
on miss.ons. Toe Saints succeeded ad-
mirably in making our stay o their midst
a p'easure that would never be lorgot-
ten-

The Elders were then given their ap-
poi.tmen s. After a hearty hand shake
and a ‘“God biess you,” each pair took
up their journey toward their several
fields of labor, Elders William King :nd
L. B Pace were appointed to travelin
the interest of the Sunday Schools We
might here make menuon of E der J.
E Naylor who has been honorably re-
leased to relurn home aiter an absence
of thirty momhs. We are loaih to part
with him but we know he has done the
Master’s bidding and that loved ones
are awaiting to welcome him home.

Our conference 1s in a flourishiog con-
dition and with the noble band of breih-
ren laboring here, we expect good re-
sulti in the Juture.

JouN F. WAKEFIELD, Jr,
Conference President.
E.]. MEgrkiLy, Clerk,

FROM ALABAMA:

This hot, sultry day finds Eldzar F. W .
Ardrus, of Oxford, Idaho, and myself
in tbe ‘‘Sunny South,” preaching the
Gospel to t1 ese people inour weak way.
At our coulerence, May 12th, we were
sent out as companions to labor as
-'m+teroric Elders* in Escambia Couaty,
Alabama  With light hearts and re-
kindled resolutions we set out for our
field of labor and were not long about
our work belore some of the fruits of our
labors were seen.




