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edndand right minded men thothe
punitiveetive justicedumee of this agergene especially of
ithisvi country doosdoes not consiconsiststinin strip-
pingin 9 whole states of their liberties and
reducing allali their plpeopleeople without
dlediedistinction to the conditionconditioli of slav-
ery it dealsdeaisacala separately with each
individual confines itself lwiewito the formsforma of
awlaw and vindicates its own purity by an
impartial examination of every caso bcbe
libroiatar v competent judicialjudiglai tribunal if
twthis4 does notnopno isatisfy alijail our desires

t to Ssouthernbouthernouthern rebels let us
console oursourselveselves by reflecting that a free
constitutionqa triumphant in war and
unbroken in peace is worth far more to
lisandusand our children than the gratification
of feylany present feeling

I1 am aware it is assumed that tillsthis sys-
tem of government for the southern
states is not to bobe perpetual lit4 is true
alis military government is to be only
provisional butbuit libitlit is through this tempo-
rary evilMI that a greater evil istoislois to bbe made
pperpetualrr tuaithal if the guarantees of the con-
stitutionution callcari be broken provisionally i
to serve a temporary purpose and in ait
part only of the country we can destroy
them everywhere and lorfor all time ar-
bitrary measures often change but they
generally change for the worse it is thothe
curse of despotism that it has no
halting pinceplace the intermitted exercise of
ititss power brings no sense of security to
its subjects for they can never know
what more they will be called to en-
dure when its red right hand is armed
to blagueplagueue them again nor is it pos-
sibleE to conjecture howhomr or where power

by law may seekbeek its next
victims the states that are still free
may be enslaved at any moment for if
thwee constitution does not protect all it
protectsprotects none
it is manifestly andandt cavotavoavowedlywedly thetther ob-

jecteject of these laws to confetieki negroes
tho privilege of voting andM toth disfran-
chise such a number of white citizens as
will give the former a clear majority at
all elections in the southern states
this to the minds of somesome persons is so
importantn 6 fut that a violation of thothe coiacon-
stitutiontitpiution is justified as a means of bring-
ing it about the morality is always
falsofalse which excuses a wrong because it
proposesrororoposestoto accomplish a desirable end
weve nidhidarearo not permitted toth do evil that
good malcomemay come about in this case the
end itself is evil as well as the means
the subjugation of the states to negro
dominion would bewersebe worse than the mil-
itary despotism under which theyaroare

suffering it waa bellbeilbelievedeved be-
forehandfore that the people would en
dureduro any amount of military oppression
doranyhy lengthlength of time rather thanthian de-
grade themselvesselves by subjectsubjectiontonlon to the
negro raceidee therefore theytiley have beenbeeri
left without a choice

tetretgra suinsuirsuffragerage was established bbractact
o
0of congress and the military
opre commanded to superintend the
processeipi of clotciotclothingliing the negro racorace with
the ppolifical privileges torn from white
men the blackblacksblacki in the south aroare en-
titled

r

tobe well and humanely govern-
ed0A

I1chilto have tiietilethe protectionpro of just
laws fornaulrallailall person and pro

ertyperty if it at this time
to give hemacmthem a government exclusively
their ownawn under which theytiley might
manage their own affairs in their owaiown
way it would become a gravograve question
whether we ought to do so or whether
common humanity would not require
us to save themtheiu fromprom themselves but
under the circumstances this is onlyollya a
speculative point it is not proposed
that they should govern themselves but
that they shall rule the whitowhite race and
administer state laws elect presidents
andaudoad members of Congcongress and shape to
a greater or less extent thetho future des-
tiny of the whole country

would such a trust and power be safe
in such hands tho pcpeculiarpecullarcullareullar qualities
which should characterize any people
who aredroaroare nitfit to decide upon thothe manage-
ment ofaf public affairs for 1Ia great state
have seldombeldom been combined it is the
glory ofW whito menmien to know that theythey
have had these qqualitiesuallailAlities inlff
meameasuresiire to build uponupon this continent a
great political fabriefabric and to preserve its
stability dorfor moromore than ninety years
whilej in every other part of the world
all similar experiments have failed
but iff anything cancah bobe proved by
known facts if all reasoning upon evi-
dence is nanotnob abandoabandonedfledfied it must bobe ac-
knowledged that in thothe progressgress 0off
nations negroes0 have shown less capacapaci-
ty

ciI
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for government than any otherothen race
of people hono independent government
of allyany form hash ever abdebeenn successful in
their hands on the contrary whir
overoyerov r they havohavehlaavo been left to their owndetdevdevicesice they have shownhown a constant
tendency to relapse into barbarism

inint the Siusouthern 19statestates however
congress has undertaken to confer upon
them the privilege of the ballot just re

1

leased fromfroni slavery it may be doubted
whether aaas a class they know more
than their ancestorancestorss how to organize
and regulate civil sosocietycletycItty indeed it is
admitted that the blacks of the south
are not only regardless of the rights of
property but so utterly ignorant ofpub-
liciliefile affairs that their voting can consist
in nothing more than carrying a ballot
to the place where they are directed to
deposit it I1 need not remind you that
the exercise of the elective franchisedfranchiseefranch isemiseeja
the highest attribute of an american
citizen and that when guided by virtue
intelligence patriotism and free insti-
tutionstutionslons it constitutes the true basis
of a democratic form of government
in which the sovereign power ASis
lodged in the body of the people
A trust artificially created not for its
own bakesake buthut solely as a means of pro-
moting thethe general welfare its influ-
ence for good must necessarily depend
upon the elevated character and truetruo al-
legianceleglegi I1 ance of the elector it ought there-
fore to be reposed in none except those
who are fitted morally and mentally to
administer it well for if conferred upon
lidraoAs who do not justly estiestlestimate its
value and who are indifferent as to its
results it will serve aaas a means ofplac-
ing power in the handsbands of the unprinci-
pled and ambitious and musteveneventuate
in the complete destruction of that lib-
erty of which it should be the most
powerful conservative

I1 have therefore heretofore urged
upon your attention the great dandaddangerdangengergen to
be apprehended from an untimely ex-
tension of the elective franchise to any
newnow class in our country especially
when the large majority of that class
in wielding the power thus placed in
their hands cannot be expected correct-
ly to comprehend the duties and re-
sponsibilities which pertain to suffrage
yesterday as it were of per-
sons were heldleidheldheid in a condition of slavery
that hadbad existed for generations totodayday i

they are free men and aieate assumed
by law to be citizens it cannot be pre-
sumed from their previous condition of
servitude that as a class they aseate as
well informed as to the nature of
our government as the intelligent
foreigner who makes our land the
home of his choice in the case of the
latter neither a residence of nivefive years
and the knowledge of our institutions
which it gives nor attachment to the
principles of the constitution are the
only conditions upon which he can be
admitted to citizenship he must prove
in addition a good moral character
and thus give reasonable ground for
tilethe belief that he will be faithful to the
obligations which he assumes as a
citizen of the republicKepublic where a
people the source of all political
power speak by theirsumsuffrages through
the instrumentality of the ballot box it
must be carefully guarded against the
control of those who arearb corrupt in prin-
ciple and the enemies of free institu-
tions for it can only become to our poli-
tical undland social system adafesafe conductor
of healthy popular sentiment when
kept free from demoralizing ininfluences
controlled through fraud and usurpa-
tiontion by the designing anarchy and des-
potism must inevitably follow in the
hands of the patriotic andarid worthy our
government will be preserved upon the
principles of the constitution inherited
from our fathers itlit follows therefore
that in admitting to the ballotballotbailot box a
new class of voters not qualified for the
exercise of the elective franchise iveigewe
weaken our system of government in-
stead of adding to its strength andrind dura-
bility
ilela to no one in attachmentmentmont td

that rule of general sufsuffragetrago which dis-
tinguishes our policy as a nation but
there is19 a limit observed hitherto
which makes the ballot a privilege and
a trust and which requires of some
classes a time suitable for probation and
preparation to give itinit indiscriminatelyminutelyminately
to a new class who may not comprehend
by previous habits andarid opportunities to
perform the trust which it demands is
to degrade it and finally to destroy its
power for it may be safely assumed
that no political truth la18 better estab-
lished than that such indiscriminate
niddarnd ailall embracing extension of popular
suffrage must end at last in its over-
throw and destruction

I1 repeat the exhortation of my wil-
lingnesslin gness to join in any plan within the
scope of our constitutional authority
whwhichfech promises to better the condition
odthe negroes in the southbouth by enczur
aging them in industry enlightening
their morals and giving protection to
all theirthein just rights as freedmen but
the transfertrA of our political inheritance
to them would in my opinion bebb an
abandonment of a duty which we owe
alike to the memory of our fathers and
the rights of our children the planos
putting the southern states wholly

and the Ggeneralen craicral Ggovernmentovernment partially
into the hands of negroes is proposedopposed aiat
a time peculiarly unpropitious the
foundations of society have been broken
up by civil varwar industry must be re-
organized justice establishedreestablishedre public
credit maintained and order broubroughtht
out of confusion to accomplish these
ends would require all the wisdom and
virtue of the great men who formed our
institutions originally I1 believe that
their descendants will be equal to the
arduous task before thernthem betitbut it is more
than reasonable to expect that n
will perform it for us certainly we
ought not to aasksk their assistance until
we despair of our own competency
the great diderence between the two
races in physical mental and moral
characteristics will prevent an amal-
gamationgamation of them together in one massm
if the inferior obtains the
over the other it will go ever with
reference only to its own interests for
it will recrecognize0 1lizelizo no common interest
and create ausuchasuchcilall a tyranny as this conti-
nent has nevarnever yet witnessed

already the negroes are influenced
by promises of confiscation and plunder
they arear taught to regard as an enemy
every white man who hashaa any respect
for the rights of his ayn race if this
continues it must become worse and
worse until all order will be subverted
and all industry fandcandand the fertile fields
of thesouth grow up into a wilderness
of all the dangers which our nation has
yet encountered none are equal to those
which must result from the success of
the emoltcubit now to africaniseAfricanise the half
of our country I1 would not put con-
federations of money in competition
with justice and right but the expenses
incident to reconstruction under the
system adopted by congress algravaaggravatete
wwhatlat I1 regard as the intrinsic wrong of I1

the memeasureasu re I1itself it hashag cost uncoun-
ted millions already and if persisted inini
will add largelya to the list of taxation
already too oppressive to be bornebotne with-
out just complaint and may finally re-
duce the treasury of the nation to a
condition of bankruptcy

we must not delude ourselves itirwillwill
require a strong standing armyaminy and
probably more than two hundred milmii
lionllondionrion dollars per annuma to maintain the
supremacy of negro governments 1

afteratter they are established the sum thus
thrown away would if properly used
form a sinking fund large enough to pay
the whole national debt in lessrss than fif-
teen years it is vain to hope that ne-
groes will mainmalnmaintaintaidtain their aseendeneydency
themselves without military power i

they arearc wholly incapable of holding in
subjection the white people ofthe south
I1 submit to the judgment of congress
whether the pubic credit may not be
injuriously affected by a system of mea-
sures likeilke this with our debt andi

the
vast private interests which are compli-
cated with it

we cannot be too cautious of a policy
which might by possibility impair the
confidence of the world in our govern-
ment that confluenceconfidence can only be re-
tained by carefullyce inculcating the prin-
ciples of justice and honor on the popu-
lar minumind and by the most scrupulous
fidelity to all our engagements of every
sort any serious breach of the organ-
ic law persisted in for a considerable
time cannot but create fears for the
stability of free institutions habitual
violation of prescribed rules which we
bind ourselves to observe must demor-
alize the people our only standard of
civildivil duty being set at naught the sheet
anchor of our political morality is lost
the public conscience swings from its
moorings and yields to every impulse
of passionn and interest

iff we repudiater the constitution we
will not be expected to care much for
mere pecuniary obligations the vio-
lation of such apledgearledge atsassas we made on
the day of sulyJuly 1861 will assuredly
diminish the market value of our other
promises besides if benowwe kaow acknow-
ledge that the national debt was
created not totd hold the statesstatts in the
union as the taxtaxpayerspayers were led to
suppose but to expele them from it and
hand them over tto be governed by ne-
groesroes the duty itmay seem much
fisfesless clear I1 saybay it may beem so for I1
do not admit that this or any other ar-
gument in favor of repudiation can be
entertained astoundas sounasound but its influence
on some classes of minds may
well be apprehended the fi-
nancial hhonoronoronon of a great comcommer-
cial

mer
nation largely indebted and with

a republicanican form ofgovernment admi-
nisteredered by agents of the popular voice
is a thing of such delicate texture andand
the destructiondestruct ioniou pfaf it would bebo followed
by such unspeakable calamity that
every true patriot must desire to avoidavold
whatever might expose it to the slight
est danger the great interests pfaf tilethe
country require immediate relief fromfrona

illestheseeeenactments busibubibusinessnebsnees I1 i
is paparalyzedrealized by egense of gengraleral iusJESi f
carity by the teterrorterrontron of confiscation
and the dread of negro supremacymaby ththe 1

southern trade from which the north i
would have derived so great a profit i
under a government of law stil llah
guishes and can never be revived j

until it ceases to be shattered j
jhb arbitrary power which maea j
all its operations unsafe chatirThat ilchirich

country the richest the world ever i

saw is worse than lost if it be notnii ioBOOB01ol
placed under the protection orseorleulfia
constitution instead of being as it

ought td be a source of wealth fand
honor it will become adiafian
burden upon the weal of the natnationloir

another reason for retracing our stemstep
will doubtless be beellseenbeen by congre R
the ialatete manifestations of
ign upon this subject we live da j
country where tilethe popular willviii albaaibaalap
enforces obedience to itself a
later it is vain to thinthinkik of
it with anyanythingthing short of legal author-
ity backed by ovoverwhelming force 1I
cannot have escaped your attention
that from uhethe daydaxlaxlay on which CCorioliflreagreaea

fairly and formally presented thedrothepro
position0 ll11 to govern the southen
96statestaites by military force with a riepwiepvib
to the establishment of negro supreme
cy every expression of tilethe
sentiment has been more or lessaless ai
verse to it the affections of ththisisgengen

aeration cannot be detached from the toln
of their ancellancestors theli

determination to preserve the inheritinh enieri
ance of free government in their omioki
hands and transmit it undecided adiadtaniadi
unimpaired to their own posterity mn
too strong to be successfully overpower
ed every weaker passion will disep
pear before that lovalove of liberty and ililavlailar
forlor whichvelch the Americaamericanii people are di-
stinguished above all otherothersainalnin the world
how far the duty of the itatta
preserve protect and defend the con

ution requires him to go in appos
ing1119 unconstitutional acts of CoilcoricongressgregagrerA i

is a very serious and important ques I11

tion on which I1 have deliberated much ii

and felt extremely anxious to reachr
proper conclusion where an act bmhas

beeneen passed according to the forms of

the constitution by supreme leg-
islativeislative authority and is regularly en-

rolled among thetiie public statutes of the i

country executive resistance to it e-
speciallyally in times ofor high party excite j

ment would be likely to produce alovio-
lent collision between the respective
adhereadherents ofof thebe two branches of the
government this would be simply
civil war and civil war must be resort-
ed aarondto 0onlyy as the last remedy for

the worst of evils whatever
might tend to provoke it should
be most carefully awarded A faithful
and conscientious magistrate will con-
cede very much to honestbonest error and
something eeenevenen to perverse malice be-

fore he will endangerendinger the public peace
and he will not adopt forcible measures
or such as might lead to force as long
dsas those which are peaceable remain
open to him or to his constituents it
is true that I1cases may occur in which
the execlexecutivestive would be compelled to

stand on its rights and maintain them
rogregardlessardless of all consequences

if congress should pass an act which
is not only in palpable conflict with the
consconstitution but will certainly if car-
ried outolit produce immediate and irre-
parablepi rabietable injury to the organic structure
of the government and if thera be no
judicial remedy for thewrongs it inflicts
nor power in thetho people to protect
themselves without the official aid of

their elected defender if for instance
thetha legislative department should passpm
an act even through all the forms of

law to abolish a ordinatecoordinateco depart-
ment of the government in suchpuch a case

the president must take the high res-
ponsibilities of his office and save the
life of the nation at all bahazards the
so called reconstruction acts though as

plainly unconstitutional as any that
can be imagined were not believed to

be within the ciaeiaclasselassss lastpt mentioned
thetho people were not wholly disarmed of

the powernv r of self defense in all the
northernnorthern states they still heldheid in their
hands the sacred right of the ballot botboxbo j

and it was safe to believe that ininduedue

time they would come to the rescue of

their own institutions it gives me 1

pleasure to add that tho appeal to our
common constituents was nottanot takenkeninin
valry and that my confidence in their
wisdom and virtue seems not to have
been misplaced

it is wellandwellweil and publicly known that
enormous frauds have been perpetrated
on the treasury and thatthab colossal for-
tunes have been made at the public ex-
pense this species of corruption has

d Is increasing and it not di-
minishedminisminiliedshed will soon bring us into total
ruin and disgrace the public creditors


