
THEETHE DESERET WEEKLY
by elder geddes and companions we
made a house to house canvass making
a great many frends and finding the
people kind and hospitable we held
many meetings and succeedededed in bap-
tizing four honest souls into the fold otof

christduring our sojourn we aisted the navy
yards at warington at the mouth of the
ards cola harbor the yard was very
much dilapidated and the mason work

X crumbled there was a great deal of

old time artillery and stacks of cannon
balls of all sizes and shapes to be seen
on either side of the walks which were
about thirty feet wide they were so
arranged that they were easily got at
without any overhaulinging

we went to fort barrancasBarrancas also vis-
ited the lighthouse and were granted
the privilege of ascending the stairs

feet where we could get a good
P view of the gulf of mexico and the

country in the rear
t south alabama conference was held

in clenahanCle nshan countyr july aoth 1895 had
a most enjoyable time we met with
many friends of elder P flawflam of rex
burg I1idaho who had labored there
some sixfix years previously and who
spoke very highly of him as a messen-
ger of the gospel

I1 returned to my old field accompan-
ied by elder frank smith of meadows
utah where we continued until the con
ference was divided and florida confer-
ence organized with elder joseph A
west of salt lake as president I1 was
then assigned to labor in the south half
of madison county with elder wootonwooten
and later with elder W criddle and
other companions we canvassed and
preachedbreached tonten months during which time
we were visited twice by elder west
elder chris J brown of ogden and
elders IF cutler and W H summer
bays making several tours of the coun
ty myself and companions baptized
twenty two people

s we attended the first florida confer-
ence held in suwanee county may
aoth and sast 1896 enjoyed a rich out-
pouring of the spirit and listened to the
An instructions given by elder
liias kimball the elders were as
signed to their new fields of labor I1
returned to madison county continuing
until august irth when I1 was called to
labor in baker county with elder smith
and later with elder criddle and elder
joseph facer of willard who arrived
here march mini company with elder
james H alien of lewiston elders
criddle and auenallen were sent into charl-
ton county ga

in our travels we came to the little
town of olustee noted for a battle
foufoughtht there also for the mammoth saw-
millsME owned by epinger russel com-
pany we had a pleasant interview
withedth mr epinger whose resiresidencedeuce is in
newhew york he crossed the plains in
28501850 en route to california stopped in
salt lake two weeks and was kindly
treated by our people since which time
he has always stood up for them

we have been successful in obtaining
many churches schoolhouses and dwell-
ings in which to hold meetings among
others who have opened their doors is
ldmr robertrRobert rogers who visited utah
and worked for hon D H peery and
and who always has words of praise for
utahatah and her people

we were accorded a pleasant visit
iromfrom elders brown and gee who as-
sisted in holding meetings and leaving

appointments for elder cutler and
companion who are now with us in
the past three weeks we have held 38
meetings and baptized two members

from elder cutler our president we
learn that good reports are coming in
from all parts the health of the el
ders is good conference will convene
in jefferson county on may and 2ndand
wwhenhen wwee eexpectxhect to have a spiritual leastfeast
and notheranother visit by elder E S kim-
ball who no doubt will have much time-
ly counsel to impart to elders saints
and friends

the harvest truly is great but the
laborers are few 11f there is a great de-
mand torfor good elders those who have
availed themselves of the opportunities
afforded them and have prepared them-
selves on the first principles of the gos-
pel and learned to sing the inspiring
songs of zion

brethren do not think when called
that you are tootco young or too old to fill
an honorable missionsmission1 any elder hav
ing the privilege of laboring in the
southern states should think himself
highly honored especially should he
be accorded a place in the florida con-
ference

since traveling in this county I1 met
with an aged gentleman mr charles
sap who refused to take up arms against
his country and concealed himself in
swamps the authorities determined
to press him into service set hounds on
his trail and in order to evade the
hounds he mounted an old ox he had
owned years aao0 thus he threw them
off the scent and escaped his pursuers
and the confederate service

the storm of september aith passed
through this county it did much dam-
age to timber and turpentine farms and
demolished fences churches school-
houses and dwellings the roads were
logged up so they were impassable un-
til cut out much cotton was blown
away and wasted the peoples lives
were miraculously preserved as many
buildings were thrown down over their
heads

my labors have been of the most
pleasant kind and a source of much
joy to me I1 am becoming more and
more interested each day when I1 am
released it will be a trial to leave the
good saints and kind and hospitable
friends of the south I1 am oncon my
twenty sixth month and have no desire
of returning home until the lord says
enough

we note with pleasure the warm re-
ception given president woodruff on
the anniversary of his ninetieth birth-
day may he live to pass the hundredth
milepostmile post yea more if it be the lords
will

the is always a welcome visvis-
itor and its pages are eagerly perused
by kuderselders and friends

JOHN WATTS

THE california conference
the northern conference of the cali-

fornia mission convened according to
appointment sunday april nthlith the
elders began to come in from their fields
of labor about friday saturday even-
ing they divided into groups and held
meetings on the streets preaching the
gospel and advertising the conference
there was also a meeting of the mutual
improvement association which was at-
tended by the visiting elders

sunday at zo10 a rn conference was

called to order by elder EF H nye
president of the california mission
many of the elders reported the results
of their labors in san jose monterey
el dorado amador latrobetrobe napa
sacramento san benito counties they
stated that the work was progressing
and the people were becoming more
favorable to the gospel

the afternoon session opened sitat 2 p
in the general officers of the church
were unanimously sustained also elder
E H nye as president of the califor-
nia mission elder willard
was sustained as president of0 the north
ern conference and florence T rawl-
inson was chosen secretary both by a
unanimous vote

further missionary reports were heard
from monterey latrobe and san fran-
cisco

elder joseph hansen stated that god
had blessed him in hisbis labors whitewhile
traveling without purse or scrip in mon-
terey county and he hadbad had an exceed-
ingly happy time he and hisbis com-
panion on their arrival at saunassalinas dedi-
cated the county to the lord praying
that he would guide them that they
might accomplish the most good they
had made many friends and the peopleopla
were favorable to them they haapehad been
guests at the finest hotel and they hadihad
walked in the silent hours odtheof the night
alone with god they had not goneone
hungry though their food had teenbeen
most varied the speaker further
tiedfied of the powers of healing and of
prophecy and related instances of each

elderder W E stoker briefly reviewed
the apostasy including the period of the
reformation the landing ot the settlers
in america the establishment of the
constitution of the united states an in-
spired document paving the way torfor the
ushering in of the last dispensation of
the gospel of peace and he pointed
out that as soon agtheas the priesthood of
god was revealed through the prophet
joseph smith the evil one renewed his
attack upon the church elder stoker
related some of the persecutions and
trials the latter day saints had gonegane
through the journey across the plains
and their arrival in the valleys of the
mountains then a barren desert howbow
they had built up the state until utah
was a grand monument of the industry
of the mormon people and compared
favorably with her sister states

during the evening meeting eidet
loveless delivered a brief address os0
the necessity of men being called by
revelation to preach the gospel and
to officiate in the ordinances of the
same

elder henry peterson by request
spoke upon the subject of
without purse or scrip and related
some of his experiences of the past
four months of travel the speaker
said that several of the elderselder in talk
ing with their presidentresidents E H nye and
with elder atias A kimball president
of the southern mission who ac-
companiedcompanied him became imbued with
faith in traveling without purse or scrip
and volunteered to start out in thithis
way amonamong these were the speakerker
anand elderdElder BIBJ bennett his companion

they gave up their work went to
their new field san benito county and
there started to work they were
strangers there had not sia cent in their
pockets and no friend but the lord on
whom to rely the first work they did
was to find a secluded spot and there


