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shey did not interfere with nor en- |
croach upon the rights of any human | who goes to
peing, either man or woman. It never
entered into their minds to suppose for |

a moment that man had a rig

_ , after | for time and eternity,smbmits to bonds
- (God had given a law to His Church for/ and imprisonment, bears a powerful

Will the world see this? Everv man
prison 1or his religion,
every woman who, for love of tyuth
and the husband to whiym she is bound

its salvation and exaltation, to enact a | testimony to the world eoncerning the
counter law forbidding, under severe ! falsity of the views the s entertain res=-

palties, man's obedience to God’s !

aw. Who could suppose that
wan, in this land of religious liberty,
wuu]d presume to say to his fellow-
man that he had no right to take such

steps as he thought necessary to esca
damnation!

glternative to religious believers of

damnation! Or that, under a
maintaining a certain form of civiliza-
tion, God’s authority to direct His

eatli

. vaunted civilization, should be dis-

e i— o —— e — = -

- killed the living ones.

by a different name.
a8 He told them the truth.

§
i

lieve that our motive In espousing

,etc.
lem;” it is now ‘‘the Mormon prob-

puted and utterly rejected! What is
this **Mormon’’ problem, so-called,
and way should it distarb the people?
Itis an unpopular religion. ut so
was that of the ancient Prophets.
Jesus told the Jews that they garnished
the tombs of the dead Prophets; but
They crucified
Jesus and were almost as unanimous
i their ery to crucify Him, as the peo-
plé and rulers of the United States are
10-day to destroy the ‘‘Mormoas.”
They Killed all of His Apostles except
one, and he was banished to workas a
siave on the isle of Patmos. It is said
they cast him into a caldron of boiling
oli, but he was not killed; and if the
seriptures are true, he still li for
e was to tarry till the coming the
javior. We receive as tbe word of
pod, and so do millions of the human
family, the writings and testimony of
e Prophets who were killed. Itis
blished by the millions of copies
nd sent to the varlous nations of the
arih, by the very people who would
gow seek to destroy us. Jesus, who
was crucifled between two thieves, is
now worshiped by millions in Chris-
tendom as the Son of God, the Re-
deemer of the world.
Apostles, his disciples, who suffered
such ignominious contumely and death,,
‘are now designated by the millions od
Christendom as ‘“The Apostles of the
Lamb of God,” and churches and
_cathedrals aré called after them, as St.
FPeter, St. John, St. Mark, St. Luke,
Tt was then the “Christian prob-

Jem'’—the same problem though called
| gy Was Jesus the
enemy of the people in His da.y?“ ??m
evil hath He done?’ asked Pilate, the
Gentile Judge. No matter what evil
or what good, vociferated tl’w Jews:
“Crocify him! cruocity him!"” What
wil have the ‘*Mormons’® done? is
ed, and the cry comes back:
tter, no matter, let them be de-

ud falsehoods concerning us and oar
marriages, wrath and indignation haye
“been aroused against us in our natjom.
The ignorance of the people concerm~
ing us and our doectrines and sysjems
pave been taken advantage of. Con-
stant attempts have been; and still are
being made to induce the world to be-
patriarchal marriage has been the
gratification of
our belief in and practice of the dbc-
trine had its origin in licentiousness,

~and that the sanction of religion is mane-
lyinvoked to furnish greater license:iee

the indulgence of base passions mad

- devouring lust, This, as you knovi, is

the exact antipodes of the trath. Eas
the world generally do not know I&.
Those of them who know how utteshy

fulse are these charges are either so
cowed down by a flerce public opiniom

- us.

- flons, w
- truth, would be raised in our favor,

rayed against us.

that they dare not speak, or il they

have the courage to speak are almest
unheard amid the noisy clamor agiimst
Thousands upon thousands of
honest geuple in this and other na-

ose voices, did they know the

are deceived by these lies and are ar-
This persecution, if
it serve no other purf)oae will de
good in this direction. It bri'ngﬂ heome
to the hearts of the people, 48 no pro-
testations or arguments of ours ever

could do, that there is something more |
in this doctrine and practice than they
- have been led to believe.

Reflecting
people will see that there must be &
great principle involved in this, or men
and women would not be wﬂling to
suffer fines, bonds and imprisonment
as they do.

Is there any necessity for lustful
men and women in this age and nation
to suffer martyrdom to gratilty their
passions? Whoever heard of a people
preferring imprisonment aad all man-
ner of cruel treatment for the indulg-
ence of appetites which they could
gratify to the fullest extent in ar
ways, especially when the judges upeon
the bench, the prosecuting attorne
at the bar, the juries who brin
verdicts, point out the way in which
marriage obligations can be discarded
and sensuality be gratified without
risk or without punishmentz The
press and sectarian pulpits alsa echo
the advice. The universal voice is:
Put away your wives, cease to support
then and their children; be as we are,
and you need not be put under hundﬂ’,
ve fiued or be incarcerated in prison.’

Foul desire opens wide her arws and
invites all to her lecherous embrace by
easier paths than honorable marriage
and the begetting of numerous chil-
dren to be carefully trained and edu-
cated and made respectable and use-
ful citizens.

Or that Congress would |
enact 2 law which would present the
being consigned to a  penitentiary if | blessings u
they should attempt to obey a law of !
God which would dcliver them frowm |

lea of | devotion to prineciple by submitting to

ople how to escape from the abomi-!

pable corruptions and evils which are! show tothe world that our marriages
ng out the vitals of man's much ! cannot be reduced to the level of the

The Twelve

No

ed,
'Byythe circulation of endless slanders :

&

ross sensuality—thas’

' in & manver never before

pecting us and our religion. If such

any, noble and heroic sacrifices as men
and women are now called

|

H

) upon to
make for their religion by Federal
Courts do not teach the world the
truth concerning us, then woe to the
world, tor nothing but the wrath of
Almighty God will reach it.

We join with all Saints in invoking
pon she mnoble men and
women who have exhibited their in-
tegrity to God and His cause, and their

bonds and imprisonment rather than
deny their faith or break their cove-
nants. If anythimg were needed to

would drag them down, Lheir heroic
conduct has furnished it. Thank God
that, so far in this persecution, at least
as large a proportion have stood the

test, without flinching or cowering, as { this is not their condition.

Jesus in his parable of the ten virgins,
intimated wounld be ready to meet the
Bridegroom at his coming.
namnes will be held in

Their |;

‘li
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day long that, if they would remain | which society groans in go-cailled eivil-
faithful and endure to the end,they |ized lands. Nevertheless, we will not

must live their religion by keeping |indulge in recrimination.
every commandment of God? Have
they not been continually warned of |

the fate which awaited them if they
committed sin? Can adulterers, for-

nicators, liars, thieves, drunkards,
Sabbath-breakers, blasphemers, or
sinners of any kind enduare the
trials which Saints must pass
through and expect to stand?
If there are any who enter-

tain sucha hope, they deceive them-
selves. Upon these sins God has pro-
nounced judgment. No man or woman
who is guilty of any of these trans-
gressions of God’s law can stand and
retain His Spirit. They must repent
of them and put them far from them,
or they will be left in darkness, and
misery will be their doom. The Lord
will not be mocked. He will not bear
with hypocrites; but they will be
spewed out. If all who cail themselves

+ Latter-day Saints were true and faith-
vile practices to which our defamers | -

ful to their God, to His holy covenants
and laws, and were living as Saints
should, persecution would roll off

. from us without disturbing us in the

least. But it is painiul to know that
_ There are
secret abominations practiced by those
who are called Saints, which the trials

we are now passing through will reveal

everlasting {l 4n a manner terriblé to them. Open

honor in time and eternity, not only as ' sins are also winked at and condoned
martyrs for-religious truth, but as | &y Presidents, Bishops, Teachers and

patriots who suffered in Qefense of the
principle of religious liberty.

rsared the Lor

T

¢ sincerely
Inourn over the existence ot the dread-
ful sins which are permitted to flourish
avnd to spread with unblushing tront
through the land. As a people we have
lifted our voices in warning against
these sins and "against those who prac-
tice them. We shall still continue to
do so. If inreturn for all this we are
treated with violence and reproach, it
18 no more than our Lord and Master
was before us. We may rest assured

' that the predictions concerning the

calamities and judgments which are
about to fall upon the wicked, the un-
believing and the uarepentant will all
be fultilled, as will every word and
promise which the Lord has spoken to
us. Dut while we warn others, let us
not forget ourselves, or our families.
Let us look well to vur own lives and
the conduct and lives of those who be-
long to our households. 1f we Keep
ourselves uuacfuued from sin, rest as-

will pever forget or for-
suke us,

Upon Presidents of Stakes, Bishops
and other leadingofficers great respon-
sibility rests. They are placed as
shepherds over the flock of Christ, If
tbhrough any neglect of theirs the flock
is 1njured or destroyved, the blood of
those souls will be found upon their
garments. The Melchizedec and
Aaronic  Priesthoods confer great

parents in a manner offensive to God
and grievous to man. Proper care and

Truths, such as God has revealed in | vigilance are not exercised to keep
these days, are not established without | Werds and Stakes cleansed from in-

suffering and sacrifice on the part of

iguity and to have transgressors dealt

those who espouse and advocate them. | with. The innocent are thus made to
It was for these truths that we were § suffer with the guilty; for the Lord has

driven time and again from our homes,
and were finally compelled to seek ref-

Commanded that the inhabitants of

Zion must purge themselves from in-

uge in this mountain country, then | iquity, folly, covetousness and vanity,

known as the American desert,
- oW drain we are menaced with rain
and for what? Whom have we injured
- Upon whose rights have we trespassed

?
?

it can be truthfully said we have not| to do the

And § and listen to and obey His laws, or they

cannot have His protection. He has
also said that if His people will obey
His laws and keep His commandments,
m, not in name oaly, but in

injured or trespassed upon any. Have | yeality, He will be their shield and pro-

w; not, under the blessing of the Lord,
<ha

tectorand strong tower, and no man

d these barren valleys into | will be able to hurt them, for He wibl
fruitful felds and gardens? Have we | be their defense.

These trials of ouar

not established and maintained good | taitia and constancy which we are now

and cheap government in every place
which we have settled?

Has not every | our good and future prosperity,

passiag through will be overruled Ii:r
n

man who came into our borders and|{days to come we shall be able to look

bebaved himself been siafe in his prop- | back and perceive with clearness how
erty, person and religion? Have not | yisibly God’s providence is in all that

peace and good order
our presence? To all these we canan-

n the fruits of { we now witness.

Lét us do all in our
wer to so live before the Lord that

swer in the aflirmative. Have we en-|if we ar:persecuted, it shall not be for

deavored to force our doctrines or| wrong-doing,
Have we in | ness.

practices upon anv one?
any manner threatened the peace of our

neighbors or of the nation? We cer-
tainly have not.

Respecting the doctrine of

celestial | as

but for righteous-
At the present time we may
very pertinently inquire: Why are
the people of these mountains treated

we now are? Where in this

marriage, we could rot, however much | broad land is the virtue of women
we might be disposed to do so, teach it | so amply . gudrded or so jealously

to or enforce it upon
taith, without violatiing a command of

God. We do not stdind in the attitude §| ever ascended to

of propagandists of polyzamy.

doctrine of celestial marriage was de-
signed for universal practice.

others not of our | protecte

as here? No cry of hun-
gry, naked or outraged humanity has
gaven from our

We | borders against the men whom the
never have believed or taught that the | courts are now so busy in sending to

prison and treating ascriminals, There

The | was a timme in these mountains when

Lord has made this «<lear, and recent | adultery, fornication, whoredom and

{events amnnlg
t

clear. ‘‘Strait is the

gate,”’ says Je-

us have also made it !ijllegitimacy were almost unknown.

A woman was as safe from insult in

sus, ‘*and narrow the way that leadeth | traversing over our streets and high-

unto the exaltation and continunation of
the lives

ic.”’

abroad regarding this doctrine.

a design to

of our communit
troduce into the

element
views of

the contrary, our Elders have been in-

and thus

, and few there be that find | band’s or

te it outside { were saactified by marriage.
in- }a change we now behold!
nited States an {evil surges around us. It threatens to

?ﬁﬂos&d to the Christian | overwbelm usand to reduce us to ruin.
and other nationg. On { The flood-

ways as if she were under her hus-
father’s root. Marriage was
was  repressed.

encouraged, vice

There appears to be a fallacious idea § Women were free to form connections

It | with the opposite sex to suit them-
has been asserted that there was || selv -

es, 80 long as those connections
But what
A tide of

8 of vice are opened
upon us, andnot content with the rush

structed not to introduce the practise | of this filthy stream into our cities and

of that principle any where otitside of

the gathering place of the Saints; and | do more.

settlements, those who hate us would
They would invade oar

they do not preach it abroad to any | dwellings; they would destroy our

extent even in theory, except on occa-

gsions when it is called for, or when | bond
they are assailed on accouns of 1t. At | together;
such times they respond ty defending | against

it as a doctrine of the Bible and not in-
consistent with the laws of natare.
| should also be understood tasat the
practice is not generally adwmissible
even among the Latter-day Saimés. It
| I8 strictly guarded, the intentioa being
' to allow only those who are above re-
roach to enter into the relatiouship.
he practice of the doctriize is not for
extension beyond the Chwurch, and is
even limited within its pale. The idea,
therefore,that plural marriage isa men-
ace to the general monogamouss sys-
tem is without foundation. This tadiacy
is farther exhibited by the fact of the
pol?&légr antipiathy wilé which it C?ﬂ mﬂ
ga people outside of our Cheurc
“exhibiti
favorable to its establishment in other
communities, making the extension of
its practice abroad impossible. Fur-
thermore,being strict believers in free-

ng a disposition the reverse of |

families: they woudld loosen every

which has held society
they would array wile
husband, child against

parent, friend against friend; they

It | would make every man, woman and |

child a spy, an informer and a be-
trayer; they would sap the foun-~
dation of {aith, confldence and
honor and make every one dis-
trust his fellow. Satan never
wrought greater ruin in Eden than
these enemies of ours would work in
our midst if we would listen to their

| blandishments or be {irightened by

! e

their threats. And is all tais havoce to
be wrought because of our wickedness?
No; tenthoeusand times, NO. Let those
who are so loud in denouncing us, so
active in persecuting us, look around
them. Are there no people but the
“Mormons’’ to regenerate and purge
trom sin? Read the daily record of
black crime which fills the journals ef
the land. If the correctionof evil, the
improvement of morals, the uprooting

will, yon Latter-damainm know that | of vice, the repression of violence and

no man or woman
erced into obligations of that kind,
much less would we desire to enforce
it upon any other class of

ple.

+ But fa all these events which are

In |

now taking place we recognize'and ac-
- knowledge &

, e hand of God. There isa
' wise purpose in 1t all which He will

yet more tully make plain to us. One
' thing is clear, the Saints 2)’e being tried
nown
-among us, The faithful rejoice and
are steadfast; the unfait'hful fear and
- tremble., Those who have oil in their

lamps and bhave kept them trimmed
- and burning now have a Yight for their

feet and they do not stummble or fall;

F

' those who have neither ligzht nor oll are

'in perplexity and doubt; they know

not what to do. Is not this the fulfil-
. ment of the word of God a.nd the seach-
' ings of His servants? Have pot the

ever been £0-)erime were the objects which animate

those who seek to aestroy society in
these mountains, then we could say in
the language of the Savior: *‘Thou
thyself beholdest not the beam that is
in thine own eye. Thou hypocrite, first
cast out the beam out of thine own
eye; and then shalt thou see clearly to
cast out the mote odt of thy brother’s

We speak to you, a people who have
traveled and mingled much in soclety
all over the world. You are not igno-
rant of the world, its ways or itz cor-
ruptions. Yeou know, therefore, how
great is the beamm that 1s in the eyes of
those who reprove us for the mote they
imagine they perceive in our eve, We
Enow that from the housenold of every
faithful Latter-day Saitt duily and fer-
vent thanksgiving ascends to the God

of heaven for having shown them how

, Latter-day Saints been tsyught all the | to escape from the frightful evils under

power and authority upon man; they
lift man nearer to God and make him
His representative. But woe to the
men who use their Priesthood tor base
purposes, and fail to use it for God’s
glory and the salvation of His children.
Far better for them if they had never
received it,

We bhave been commanded ot the
Lord to set our househoids in order.

Apostles, Presidents of Stakes aund |

Bishops, have you done this with your
own households? Have you also secn
that the Saints have doae the same?
Have you impressed upoo the people
under your charge the absolute neces-
sity of purity if they desire the plessing
and pirotection of the Most High?
Wolves never watched with greater
cunning and more ravencus hunger &
flock of sheep and lambs than the people
of your Wards and Stakes are now be-
ing watched by those who are ready to
devour them. Are you awake to this
danger, and do you take every precau-
tion against it? _

Parents, are you {full of fidelity
fnurselves to every principle of god-
iness, and do you surround your soto
and daughters with every safeguard us
shield them from the arts of the vile?
Do you teach them that chastity in
both man and woman should be more
highly esteemed than life itself? Or do

ou Jleave them in their ignorance and
nexperience to mix with any society
they may chouse, at apy hour that mnay
be convenient to them, and to be ex-
posed to the wiles of the seducer and
the corrupt? Theseare questions you
will all have to answer eicher to your
shame and condemnation or to your
joyand eternal happiness. Know this,
that God, in giving us the precious
blessings we possess, demands from
us a suitable return. By receiving
them we are placed under obligations.
If these are not discharged, condemna-
tion icevitably follows.

We hear favorable accounts of the
action of Primary Associations, San-
day Schools, Young Men’s aud 'Yﬂuug
Women’s Mutual Improvement Asso-
ciations, and Relief Societies. These
organizations have unlimited opportu-
nities of doing good. If those who
have them in charge are faithful in at-
tending to their duties, great will be
their reward. If we desire the pros-
perity of Zion, we will carefully guard
and train our young. They come to
us pure from the Lord. By proper
training we can make them mighty in-
struments for good. But, buperin-
tendents and Teachers of Primary As-
sociations and Hund;if Schools, and
Presidents of Young Men and Young
Women’s"Associations and Relief So-

cieties, remember this, that God will

never bless an unvirtuous people, and
while a flood tide of corruption, de-
structive of all true morality and vir-
tue, is sweeping over the land, we
must erect barriers to stop its con-
taminating influence. You have the
young in yourcharge. Teach and im-
press upon them by every means in
your power how dreadful a sin is un=
chastity., Thev are taught to shrink
in horror from murder; but thev
should be taught to shrink with ab-
horrence from the next great sin to
shedding blood, and that is unchastity.

From the Eiders who are abroad 1n
our own and in other lands we hear
generally favorable reports. They have
much to contend with. The world ia
waxing worse and worse. Iniquity
abounds. Men’s hearts are hardened
against the truth, and the pations are
fast being prepared for the judgments
which the Lord has said He will pour
out in the last days. The Elders are
required to carry the message which
God has sent to mankind to every na -
tion and to warn them, not in anger or
in scorn, but in meekness and humil-
ity, that th:er may flee from the wrath
Lo cowe, o them we say, De pure in
all your thoughts, words and acts.
Keep yourselves unspotted from every |
evil, Avoid all vulgarity of act and
expression. Put away all your light
speeches, and be sober men of God,
fliled with: the. Holy Ghost and the
power f your Priesthood. _

To the Twelve Aposties and thelr
Connselors we sav: Remember the
weight of your hizh cailicz n Carist

Jesus. You are called to be His
gpecial witnesses in all / the  world, to
bear testimouay trhat He lives and

relgns on Ligi, 10 see tuab e GOspui

is preached to all the inhabitants of the |

L
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carth, ard that the carth is prepared
Dy suitable warning for the comine of
the Sonof Man. How great and all-
inportaut is your calling. It may be
said that the souls of a world ‘are en-
trusted to you. Tnrough your labors
and testimony, eitber in person or
through other chosen messengers
whose labors you direct, the inhabi-
tants of the earth wil! be judged, Is
there any law of God, then, which you
should negzlect, is there any degree of
purity which you should not reach, is
1t,l:uz,-rne any sacrifice which you should
‘not be willing to make? (an men
with such a calling as vours be other
tnan holy and yet please our God?
Who among you can neglect the duties
of your high calling to devote time and
care to the world and its pursaits?
We say to you in all truth and solemni-
ty that no one of vou can do this with-

out displeasing your God and endan-
gering vour salvation,

rTu the Saints we say that President
Woodruff, at our last accounts, was in
£ood health and spirits notwithstand-
iog his advanced age, and as. full of
zealand faith as ever.

President Joseph F. Smith, our fel-
low lacorer in the First Presidency,
though not with us, is actively em-
ployed in the ministry and rejoicing
greatly in the work of God. He is as
ardent, as devoted and as persever-
ingas ever, Were he here, his name,
without doubt, would appcar with
ours to this epistle,

Notwithstanding all that we are now
passing through, our hearts are filled
with joy and peace. We can truly say,
Hosannah to God in the highest. er
know that Zion will not be overthrown

or be made desolate. Every promise
made coucerning Zion by the Aﬁ'mighty

will be fulfilled. The only thing which
ever disturbs our serenity is the report
of wrong-doing by those who are called
Latter-day Saints.

Praying that God will bless and
serve you and lead you in the pat
righteonsness, and that you wa
operate together in the accomp

re=-
of
all
ish-

| ment of the purposes of God and the

purification of His Church and the es-
tablishinent of His Kingdom, we re-
main, with much love,

Your friends and fellow-laborers in
the New and Everlasting Covenant,

JOUN TAYLOR,
GEORGE Q. CANNON,
Of the First Presidency of the Church of -
Jesus Christ of Latter-day Saints.

. Salt Lake Citv, October 6th, 1885,
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THEN AND NOW,.

MosT of the readers of the NeEws will
doubtless remember the incambency of
Mr. White upon the bench here, he
being Chief Justice in 1871 and 1872.
He was rated by several members of
the bar as the best lawyer we had had
up to that time, and perhapsitis not
going too far to say that he was better
than any we have had since. The
mechanism of his court was as perfect
as possible; he required every one to
do whatever he had to do at the right
time and inthe right way,being equally

Epncmiuns as related to himself and
18 own .duties; whenever he in-
structed a jory to do a particular
thing or receive & certain interpreta-
tion of law,they had to tollow iastruc-
tions or he would know the reason
why. On one occasion, in a case of
forgery, he took great pains to explain
to the jury the philosophy of the crime,
showing fully what elements ard de-
tails must exist to constitute it, and
making things generaliy as simple as
a, b, ¢. The twelve good men and
true, however, concluded to ignore the
law as given them by the Court, and
find & verdict in accordance with their
understanding of the facts, which was
that the defendant was guilty as
charged. The Judge looked over their
written flading for a mowment, then,
handing 1t over to the clerk, sald—
**File this paper, and make an euntry
that the verdict is set asilde and the
defendant discharged.” In doing this
he simply followed the humane prin-
cll)le which is supposed to obtain in
all criminal prusecutions and finds
justitication in the best authorities on
the subject—that of (Fiving the accused
the benefit of any defect in the law as
well as whatever ambiguities of fact
may appear. Inother words he was a
judge tor the defendant as well as for
the people; he extended equal rights,
without special favor to the defense er
the prosecution.

The times have changed somewhat,
and with the onward sweep of the tide
of events is lodged amoug us aclass
of law-givers who, if they entertain
even the most moderate type ¢f hu-
mane feeling or harbor the slightest
disposition to be charitable, are either
greatly msconceived or decidedly un-
tortanate in their exhibition of such
qualities. In the Miner case, for ex-
ample, the Court gave the jury instruc-
tions which, had they been followed,
would have produced a verdict of not
guilty; no one exvected any such ver-
dict from any such jury, becanse, as we
have seversl times stated, they are not
there for that purpose and are
sagacious enoughto do the work for
which they are paid; vat Judge Zane
wis not so seasitive in relation to an
iniringeinent upon his powers in this

cuse #8 he 18 1 some others, and he

iets the bad work of his bad jury go
on the record uncorrected.

White may have been wrong; if so,
his error was on the side of right,
Zane wmay be right; if he is, we are un«
able to see it,




