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heyibey did not interfere with nor en

croach upon the rights of any human I1

beingbein either man or woman it never
entered into their minds to suppose for
a momentdoment that mauman had a right afteralter ii
god hadbad given a law to illshis church for
its sllsalsalvationatlon and exaltation to enact a
counter law forbidding under severe
penalties mans obedience to gods
law who could suppose that anaany
man in this land of religious liberty
would presume to saysav to his fellowfelloni
man that he had no right to take such
steps as he thought necessary to escape
damnation I1 or that congress would
enact a law which would present the
alternativenative to religious believers of
heingbeing consigned to a penitentiary it
they should attempt to obey a law of
god which would deliver them from
damnation I1 or that under a plea of
maintaining a certain form of civilizat-
ion gods authority to direct his
opiepeopleople how to escape from the abomi-
nablebl ccorruptionscorruptpotionsionslons and evils which are
eating out the vitals of mans much
vauntedtaunted civilization should be dis-
puted and utterly rejected I1 what is
this mormon problem so called
and why should it disturb the heiplepeople
it is an unpopular religion butut so
was that of the ancient prophets
jesus told the jews that they garnished
the tombstomobsrobs of the dead prophets bulbut
killed the living ones they crucified
jesus and were almost as unanimous
in their cry to crucify him as the peo-
ple and rulers of the united states are
todayto day to destroy the Mormonsks
they killed all of hisills apostles except
one and he was banished to workcoikasas a
slave on the isle of patmos it is saldsaid
they cast himhia into a caldron of atolliaboiling
oil but he was not killed and ifit the
scriptures area re true he still livesilves for
he was to tarry till the coming et0 the
savior we receive as the woodlotwordlot
god and so do millions of the human
family the writings and testimony of
the prophets who were killed it11 is
published by the millions of copies

padcid sent to the various nations of the
lartharth bby the very people who nvwouldouid

itowbiow seeseek to destroy us jesus who
was crucified between two thieves is
now worshiped by millions in chchrist-
endom

IS
as the son of god the red-

eemer of the world the twelve
apostles his disciples who suffered
such ignominious contumely and death
are now designated by the millions
christendom as the apostles of
lamb of god and churches
cathedrals areard called after them as st
peter st john st alarkmark st luke
etc itit was then the christian probl-
em it is now the mormon prob-
lem11 the same problem though called
by a different name was jesus the
eienemy ot the people in his day oelyorly
as he told them the truth whalwhat
evil bath liehe done asked pilate thetiie
gentileGentil judgeeJude no matter what evil
or what good vociferated the jews
crucify him I1 crucify him whatwhal

etilmil have the mormonscormonsMormons done is
aked and the cry comes back noiso
tatter noiio matter let them be de
aronea
by the circulation of endless slanders

andact falsehoods concerning us and ournunwun

darriamarriamarriageskes wrath and indignation hye
been aroused against us in our natiannatlan
the ignoranceigaorance of the people conceio
ing us and our doctrines and
llavenave been taken advantage of culcem
stant attempts have been and still aeeaxes
beinbeing made to induce the world to be-
lieve that our motive in espousing
patriarchal marriage has been theime
gratification of gross sensuality
our bellefbelief in and practice of the ddixs
trineirine had its origin in licentiousnw
and that the sanction of religion Is manamesa
ly invoked to ffurnish greater licenselicenses
the indulgence of base passions kaalad
devouring lust this as you knovis
the exact antipodes of the truth M
the world generally do not knowknor isit
those of them who know how wiswiy
false are these charchareschargeses are eltheeitherTso
cowed down by a fierce public
that they dare not speakspear or irit
have the courage to speak are
unheard amid the noisy clamor
us thousands upon thousands ot
honest people in this and other ilna-
tions whose voices did they know the
truth would be raised in our favor
are deceived by these lies and are ar-
rayed against us this persecution
it servebervQ no other pupurposeose will
good in this direction ratit bringsbring8 homebom
to the hearts of the people as no pro-
testationste or arguments of ours eradever
could do that there is something ozeore
in this doctrine and practice than they
have been led to believe reflecting
people will see that there must
great principle involved in this or
and women would not be willing
suffer fines bonds and
as they do

Is there any necessity for lustalustfulul
men and women in this age and nubonnuton
to suffer martyrdom to gratify
ppassionsa whoever heard of a people
preferring imprisonment aadard all man-
ner of cruel treatment for the dudulindulg-
ence

C
of apappetites which they could

gratify to tilethe ffullest extent in
ways esespecially when the judges upon
the bencabench the prosecuting attorneys
at the bar thedthe juries who bringahring in
verdicts point out the way iain which
marriage obligations can be discarded
and sensuality be gratified without
risk or without punishments the
press and sectarian pulpits also echo
the advice the universal voice is
put away your wives cease to support
tiletiiethemw andanil their children beasbegsbe as wearerwe aregre
and you need not be put under bonds
deoe dinedfined or be incarcerated in prison

foul desire opens wide her arms
invites all to her lecherous embrace
easiereasler paths than honorable
and the begetting of numerous chil-
dren to be carefully trained and edu-
cated and made respectable audandan use-
ful citizens

will the world see ththisIs every man
who goes to prison lor his rellreilreligiongionxion
every woman who for love of brutti
and the husband to whom she is bound
lorfor time and to bonds
and imprisonment bears a powerfulpowerfuilui
testimony to the world concerning the
falsity of0 the views the r entertain res-
pectingpec tinoting us and aurrellour religionlonion it such
noble and heroic sacrinces as men
and women aie now called upon to
make for their religion by federal
courts do not tencil tilethe world the
truth concerning us then woe to the
world torlor cooingnothingg but the wrath of
almighty god willww reach it

we loinjoin with allali saints in invoking
blessings upon thothe noble men and
women who have exhibited their in-
tegrity to god and his cause and their
devotion to principle by submitting to
bonds and imprisonment rather than
deny their faith or break their cove-
nants if anything were needed to
show to the world thatthat our marriages
cannot be reduced to the level of thethem
vile practices to which our retainersdetainersdefadetainers
would drag them down their heroic
conduct has furnished it thank god
thauthai I1 so far in this persecution at least
as11 I1largerlle a proportion have stood the

j test without flinching or cowering as
s jesus in hishia parable ofor the ten virgins
intimated would be ready to meet the
bridegroom at his comingconing their
names will be held in everlasting
honor in time and eternity not only as
martyrs for religious truth but as
patriots who suffered in defense of the
principle of religious liberty
truths such as god has revealed in

these days are not estabillestablishedshed without
suffering and sacrifice on the part of
those who espouse and advocate them
it was for these truths that we were
driven time and again froin jour homes
and were finally compelled to seek ref-
uge in this mountain country then
3mon as the american desert and
now again we are menaced with ruin
and for what whom have we injured

i upon whose rights have we trespassed
it can be truthfully said we have not

j injured or trespassed upon any have
wewe not under the theth elordlord
chachanchanged these barren valleys into
fruitful nelds and gardens llavehave we
not established and maintained good
and cheap government in every place
which we have settled has not everyeveny
manchomanmau who came into our borders andan
behaved himself been safe in his prop-
erty person and religion have not
peace and good order been the ffruitsrulrui ts of
our presence to all these we canancanan-
swer in the affirmative have we en-
deavoreddeavo red to force our doctrines or
practices upon any one Ilavehave we in
any manner threatened the peace of our
neighbors or of the nation we cer-
tainly have not

respecting the doctrine of celestialcelential
rnmarriagearriager weie could not however much
we might be disposed to do so teach it
to or enforce it upon others not of our

without violatbingfinghinfin a commandd of
god we do not staian in the attitude

I1 of propagandists ofot polygamy we
never have believed or taught that the
doctrine of celestial marriage waswis de-
signed for universal practice the
lord has made this clear and recent
events among us have also made it
clear strait is the gate says je-
sus and narrow the way that lead etlietiluntounto the exaltation andarid continuation of
the lives ardaad few therethure be that find

I1 it
therethre appears to be a fallacious idea

abroad regarding this doctrine ithas been assertedassertd that there was
a design to propagate it outside
of our community and thus in-
troduce into the united states aaan
element opposed to the christian
views of this and other nations on
the contrary our elders haxehave been in-
structedtedeted not to introduce the practise
of that principle any where outside of
the gathering place of the saintssain ts and
they do not preach it abroad to any
extent even in theory except on occa-
sions when it is called for or when
ehgthey are assailed on account of it at
bucsucsucheuch times they respond byty defendingfendingde
it as a doctrine of the bible and not in-
consistent with the laws of nature it
should also be understood li it the
practice is not generally admissible
even among the latter day saints itIs strictly guarded the Intentintentioniottlott being
to allow only those who are above re-
proach to enter into the relationship
the practice of the doctrine is not for
extension beyond the charch addami is
even limited within its pale beldeathe idea
thereforethereto that plural marriage is a men-
ace to the general monogamous sys-
tem is without foundation this ignacy
is furtherfurther exhibited by the fact oi04oi the
popular antipathy with which it is re-
garded people outside of our camich
exhibiting a disposition the reverse of
favorable to its establishment in other
communities making the extension of
its practice abroad impossibleimpo fur

being strict belbeibelieversieverslevers in weeaeeA ee
will youyon latter daidakday saintssainta know that
no manorman or woman hasas ever been co-
erced into obligations of that kindmind
much less would we desire to enforce
it upon any other class of people

but luin all these events which are
4 now taking place we ac-

knowledge the band of god there isa
wise purpose in it allali which ilehe will

jetjetset more tullyfully make plain to us one
thing is clear the saints are being tried
in a maniermanner never before known

L among us the faithful rejoice andaad
are steadfast the unfaithful fearrandfear and
tremble those who have oil in their
lampslaru P and have kept them trimmed
andnd burning now have a llelielighthitlit for their
feet aad theyther do not stumble or fall
those who lihavehavuve neither litnoroil are
in perplexity and doubt they know
not what to do Is not this the fulfilalfilf
ment of the word of god and the teach-
ings of his servants have matthe
latter daydat saints been talutolutaughtglitkilt all the

daylay longiong that if they would remain
and endure to the end they

live their religion by keeping
everysvery commandment of god have
neytheyhey not been continually warned of
defate which awaited them if they

committed sin can adulterers for
locatorsnicalicators liars thieves drunkards
sabbath breakers blasphemersblasphemers or
sinners of any kind endure the
trialsrials which saintsbaines must pass
throughtrough and expect to stand
if there are any who enter-
tain suchsucha a hope they deceive them-
selves upon these sins god has pro-
nounced judgment no man or woman
showho is guilty of any of these trans-
gressionsgressionisiong of gods law can stand and
retain his spirit they must repent
ofat them and put them far from them
or they will be left inlit darkness and
misery will be their doom the lord
will not be mocked ilehe will not bear
with hypocrites but they will bu
spewedskewed out jfif all who call themselves
latter day saints were true and faith-
fulf to their god to his holy covenants
and laws and were living as saints
should persecution wouldwoul roll off
from us without disturbing us in the
least but it is painful to know that
this is not their condition there are
ecretsecret abominations practiced by those
who are called saints which the trials
weuwe are now passing through will reveal
an a manner terribleterribly to them open
sanseansns are also winked at and condoned
byisy presidents bishops teateab herschers and
parents in a manner offensive to godgoci
aadand grievous to man proper care and
vigilance are not exercised to keepkrep
berds and stakes cleansed from in-
iquity and to have transgressors dealt
with the innocent are riusreusthus made to
suffer with the guilty fforor the lord has

that the inhabitants of
zion must purge themselves from in-
iquity folly covetousness and vanity
and listen to and obey illshis laws or they
cannot have illshis protection he has
also said that if his people will obey
hisfits laws and keep hisills commandments
to do themthen not in name oalyonly but in
reality he will be their shield and pro-
tectortectorandand strong tower andaud no mamann
will be able to hurt them for ilehe will
be their defense these trials of our
taltataita and constancy which we are now
passing through will be overruled for
our good and ffuture prosperity in
days to come we shall be able to look
back and perceive with clearness howbow
visibly gods providence is in allali that
we now witness letlat us do all in our
power to so live before the lord that
if we aracsars persecuted it shall not be for
wrongdoingwrong doing but for righteous-
ness

at the present time we may
very pertinently inquire why arearc
the people of these mountains treated
as we now are where in this
broad land is the virtue of womenbomen
so amply guarded or so jealouslyhunihungprotected as here no cry of hun-
gry naked or outraged humanity has
ever ascended to reavenheaven from our
borders against the men wilomwhom the
courts arare now so busy in sending to
prison and treating as criminals there
was a time in these mountains when
adultery fornication whoredom and
illegitimacy were almost unknown
A woman was as safe from insult in
travtraversingtraversiaersin over our streets and high-
ways as ifit shesae were under her hus-
bands or fathers root marriage was
encouraged vice was repressed
women were ffreeree to form connections
with the opposite sex to suitsult them-
selves so long as those connections
were sanctified by marriage butaliat
a change we now behold I1 A tide of
evil surges around us it threatens to
overwhelmelmeim ususandand to reduce us to ruin
the flood gatesrates of vice are opened
upon us content with the rush
of this filthy stream into our cities and
settlements those who hate us would
do more they would invade ouroar
dwellings they would destroy our
families they would loosen every
bond which has held society
together they would array wife
against husbandhushuabandbaud child against
parent friend against friend they
would make every man woman and
child a spy an informer and a be-
trayer they would sap the foun-
dation of faith confidence and
honor and molke every one dis-
trust his ffellowellow satan never
wrought greater ruinrum in eden than
these enemies of ours would work iuin
ouroar midst if we would listen to their
blandishmentsblandish ments or be frightened by
their threats and Is all this havoc to
be wrought because of ouroar wickedness
no ten thousand times NO let those
who are so loud in denouncing us so
active in persecuting us look around
them are there no people but the

mormonscormonsMormons to regenerate and purge
from sin read the daily record of
black crime which fills the journals of
the land if the correction of evil the
improvement of morals the uprooting
of vice the repression of violence anand
crime were the objects which animate
gnose who seek to destroy society in
these mountains then we could sayayiinn
the ianlanlanguageumeuwe of the savior I1 TthouU
thyself beholdest not the beam that is
in thine own eye thou hypocrite first
cast out the beam out of thine own
eye and then thou see clearly to
cast out the mote outodb of thy brothers

11eewe speak to touyouou a people who have
traveled and mingledmingled much in society

1 alloveraliall over the world youageyou arearc not igno-
rantranhofof the world its ways oritsor itsita cor
eruptions you knois therefore how
great is thetile beam that lyis in the eyes of
those who reprove uus4 for the mote they
imagine theymey perceive in our eye we
know that from the household of every
faithful latter day saint daily and fer-
vent thanksgiving ascends to the god
otof heaven for havinghavinshaving shown them how
to escape from the frightfulul evils under

which society grogroansansinin so called civil-
ized I1landslauds nevertheless we will not
indulge in recrimination wewe sincerely
mourn over the existence ol01 the dread-
fulfua sinsbins which are permitted to flourish
audand to spread with unblushing trout
through the land As a people we have
lifted our voices in warning against
these sins and against those whorho prac-
tice them we shall still continue to
dosobosodo so if in return fortor allail this wearewe are
treated with violence and reproach it
is no more than our lord and master
waswaa before us we may rest assured
that the predictions concerning the
calamities and judgments which are
about to fall upon the wicked the un-
believing and taethe unrepentant wellwill all
be fulfilled as will every word and
promise which the lord has spoken to
us but while we warn others let us
not forget ourselves or our fafamiliesmilleslet us look well to our own lives and
the conduct and lives of those who be
long to our households if we kekeepep
ourselves unspotted from sin rest aas-
sured the lord will never forget or ffor-
sake

or
us

upon presidents of stakes bishops
and other leading officersofficeri great respon-
sibilitylity rests they are placed as
shepherdss over the flock of christ if
through any neglect ol01 theirs the flock
is injured or destroyed the blood of
those souls will be found upon their
garments the Melchizedecdee and
aaronie Priesthoods confer great
popower and authority upon man they
lift man nearer to god and make him
ills representative but woe to the
men who use their priesthood for base
purposes and failfall to use it fortor gods
glory and the salvation of hisills children
far better for them if they had never
received it

we have been commanded of the
lard to set our households in order
apostles presidents of stalesstakes andawl
Bbishopssh P have you done this with your
own households have you alsoalbo aaaswaj
that the saints have dondonn thethu sa
have you impressed upon th people
under your charge the abaoabboabsolutelute neces-
sity of purity if they desire the blessing
andanti protection of tiletiie most nighhigh
wolves never watched with greater
cunning and more ravenous hunger a
flock of sheep and lambs than the people
of your wards andalid stakes are now be-
ing watched by those who are ready to
devour them are you awake to this
danger and do you take every precau-
tion against it

parents are you full of fidelity
yourselves to every principle of god-
liness and do you surround your soto
and daughters with every safeguard nsus
shield them from the arts of thege vile
do you teach theinthem that chastity in
both man and woman should be more
highly esteeesteemedined than ifelifeilfe itself or do
you leave them in their ignorance and
inexperience to mix with any society
they may choosechouse at any hour that may
be convenient to them and to be ex-
posed to the wiles of the seducer and
the corrupt these are questions you
will all have to answer eimerelmer to your
shame and condemnation or to your
0joyo aand ernaleternal happiness know this
ahatiat god in giving us the precious
blessings repossesswe possess demands from
us a suitable return by receiving
them we aiare placed under obligations
if these are not discharged condemna-
tion inevitably follows

we bear favorable accounts of the
action of primary associations sun-
day schools young mens and young

mutual improvement asso-
ciationsciaticlatlons and relief societies these
organizations have unlimited opportu-
nities of doing good if those who

i have them in charge are faithfulfattlisua in at
tending to their duties great will be
their rewardward if we desire the pros-
perity of zion we will carefully guard
and train our young they come to
us pure from the lord by proproperer
training we can make them mighty tuin-

strumentsst for good but superin-
tendentstendents and teachers of primary as-
sociations and sunday schools and
presidents of young men and young

associations and relief so-
cietiesciecleties remember this that god will
never bless an people and
while a flood tide of corruption de-
structivetive of all true morality and vir-
tue is sweeping over the land we
must erect barriers to stop its con-
taminatingtamina ting influence you have the
younyoung in your charge teach and im-
press upon them by every means in
yoyourur power how dreadful a sin is

they are taught to shrink
in horror from murder but theythes
should be taught to shrink with ab-
horrencehorrence from the next great sin to
shedding blood and that is unchaste

from the elders who aarere abroadaaroad Fanfn
our own and in other lands we hear
generally favorable reports they have
much to contend with the world is
waxing worse and worse iniquityhardensaboundsabounds mens hearts are hardened
against the truth and the nations are
fast being prepared for the judgejudgmentsnts
which the lord has said ilehe willvill pour
out in the last days the elders are
required to carry the message which
god has sent to mankind to every na
tion and to warn them not in anger or
in scorn but in meekness and humil-
ity that they may flee ffromrom the wrath
to come to them we say be pure in
all your thoughts words and acts
keep yourselves unspotted from every
evil avoid all vuivulgarityarity of act and
expression put ayaway ailall your light
speespeechescheZ and be sober men of god
filled ruhwithrul thechehulyholyHuly ghost and thutho
power ofA your priesthood

i to the twelve apostles and thertheir
counselors wee say remember rjhcV
v eight of your iiiliihiahiti calli inn christ
jesus you aear I1 ballal to be Ws1119

special witnesses in all thethee voriaorl to
bear testimony thattrtat he 1 ives and
reigns oaon ii to 1illsilisibbi aihi
is preached to all the inhabitants of the

earth ardand that the eeartharta is ppreparedlepare dby suitable warning for the coming ofthe sonsou of man Ilowhow great and allimportant Is yyouryuu calling it maymaybebe
said thathatt the soulsbouls of a worldare en-
trusted to youyon throughurluriull your labors
and testimony eithercither in person or
through otherother chosen messengers
whose labors vou direct the inhabi-tants of the earth will be judged Is
there any law of god then which you
should neglectue Is there any degreedegre of
purity which you should not reach is
ttherehere any sacrifice which you should
not1ot be willing to make canigencan men
with such a calling as yoursvours be other
than holy and yet please our god
who among you can neglect the duties
of your high calling to devote time andcare to the world and its pursuitswe saypay to you in all truth and solemni-ty that no one of you can do this with
out displeasing your god and endan-gering your salvation

to the saints we saysav that president
woodruff at our last accounts was ingood health and spirits notwithstand-ing his advanced aceaae and agas fullfuli of
zeal and faithfalth as evarever

residentpresident11 joseph F smith ouiour fel-
low laborer in the first presidency
though not with us is actively em-
ployed in the ministry and rejoicing
greatly in the work of god he is as
ardent as devoted and aaas persever
intinsansasas ever were he here his xiamsamee
without doubt would appear withours to this epistle

notwithstanding all that we areuareaarcinoenow
passing through our hi arts are filled
with joy and peace we can truly say
Hoafloflorannahbannahannah to god in the hihighesthest welve
know that zion will not be overthrown
or he made desolate every promise
made concerning zion by the almighty
willbewill be fulfilled the only thing which
ever our serserenityeniti is the report
ot wrongwrongdoingg doing by those who are called
latter day saints

praying that god will bless and pre-
serve

re
you and lead you in the pattpath of

righteousness and that you maythay all
operate together in the accomplish-
ment of the purposes of god and the
purification of his church and the es-
tablishment of his kingdom we re-
main with much loveyour friends and ffellow laborers in
the new and everlasting covenant

jounjony TAYLORtaynor
GEORGE Q CANNON

of the first presidency of the church ofjesus christ of latter day saints
salt lake oitt october ath

THEN andAN D NOW
MOST of the readers of the NEWS will
doubtless remember the incumbency of
mr white upon the bench here he
being chief justice in 1871 and 1872
ilehe was rated by several members of
the bar as the best lawyer we had had
up to thitthat time and perhaps it laIs nolnob
going too far to say that he was better
than any we have had since the
mechanism of his court was as perfect
as possible hohe required every abneone to
do whatever he had to do at the right
time and in the light way being equally
punctilious as related to himself and
hisis own duties whenever he in-
structedted a juryjory to do a particular
thing or receive ar certain interpreta-
tiontion of lawtherlaw they had to follow instruc-
tions or he would know the reason
why on one occasion in a case of
forgery he took great pains to explain
to the jury the philosophy of the crime
showing fully what elements and de-
tails must exist to constitute it and
making things generally as simple as
a b c the twelve good men and
truearne however concluded to ignore the
law as given them by the court and
find a verdict in accordance with their
understandingu I1 of the facts which was
that the defendant was guilty as
charged the judge looked over their
written finding for a moment then
hindinbinding it over to the clerk said

file this paper and make an entry
that the verdict is set asideasife and the
defendant discharged in doing this
he simply followed the humane prin-
ciple which is supposed to obtain in
all criminal prosecutions and finds
justification in the best authorities on
the subject that of giving the accused
the benefit of any defect in the law as
well as whatever ambiguities of fact
may afappearpear in other words he was a
judge foroi the defendant as well as for
the people0opleopie he extended equal rights
wwithoutI1thpu t special favor to the defense eror
the proprosecutionution

Tthehe ttimesI1 have changed somewhat
and with the onward sweep of the tidetida
of events is lodged among us a class
ol01 lawgiverslaw givers who if they entertain
even the roost moderate hu-
mane feeling or harbor the slightest
disposition to be charitable are either
9greatlyneatly mismisconceivedmisconceiverconceiveded or decidedly un-
fortunate in their exhibition of such
qualities inla the miner case for ex-
ample the court gave the jury instruc-
tions which had they been followed
would have produced a verdict of notgulla aono one expected any such ver-
dict fromirom any such luryjury because as we
have several times stated they are not
there for thateliat purpose and areatesagacious enough to do the work for

paidvaid ouroar judgejue zane
wis nolnot so souIsoul lveTIve in relation to an
Infringeinfringementmen t upon litshis powers in this
easecase as he is in some others and hebe
lasidsiistaAS the bad work of his bad jjuryury go
on thetha record uncorrected

white may ilavilaye been wrong if so
his error waswag on thesideobide of right11zane muymay be right it he is we are un-
able to see it


