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I1 have enjoyed myself very well dur-
ing this conference and I1 trust that the
same spirit that has animated my breth-
ren will also rest upon me I1 believe
that I1 feel the imDimportanceortance of these
gatherings and of the business trans-
acted on occasions like this more today
than ever before in my life

in the month of january I1 was called
tofd go into southern california on a brief
missionsion and it fell to the lot of elder B
14 roberts to be my companion and
spokesmandiesmandkesman we spent nearly two
months and ui several important cities
in southern californiacalifornia obtained halls
advertised and gave the people the
anprivilegei of hearinghearin the gospel as we
have received it wee found that there
sireare other people in the world who claim
to be latter day saints and followers of
thete prophet joseph and our hearers
were somewhat confused to know
whetherhether they should listen to us or to
othersahers who claimed to be the legitimate
successors of the prophet joseph and
titethe church that he established I1 am
riremindedminded that this conference makes
about one hundred and one conferences
of hie church that have been held since
the death of the prophet joseph ex-
amining the bihistorystory we find that at the
death of the prophet joseph there were
94standingiding in their places in the church
ten of wethe twelve apostles including
brigham young president of the twelve

es-
i

benot the very men who were
designatedN by the voice of god hihimself
astha chosen twelve linin this last dis-
pensationpensa tionbit to bear the keys of the king-
dom of god among all the nations of

from then until now the
latter daydai saints have gathered together
twice every year and by their unanimous
vote have sustained the men who were
designated by the voicevoice of the lord to
bear the keys of the kingdom today
you see on this stand ten of that same
quorum who have been selected and
dignadesignatedted by the voice of god to fill
vacancies occasioned by death or by
the reorganizationorganizationre from time to totneahne
of the first presidency of the church

the day of the prophet joseph un-
til the present time there has not been
a conference but has sustained by
nimunanimous vote the men that were se-
lected by the lord during the days of

the prophet joseph or their lawfully se-
lected successors chosen by the voice
of god just as perfectly as they were
selected in the daysclays of the prophet
joseph there has never been a man
placed in this quorum or in the presi-
dency of the church but has been
placed there by the word otof god and
they have been sustained by the people
upPI to the present time I1 have tlthoughtought
it would be wise if we would keep an
account individually of the line of the
priesthood that is given to us so that
every man may know that he received
his ordination from men in fellowship
with the church it takes the whole of
the quorum of the twelve to hold the
keys of the kingdom one cannot lead
off from the body and build up a king-
dom himself every apostle is subject
to the direction and counsel of the
presidency of the church with all the
authority and power that an apostle
holds he has no right to go to califor-
niania or to any part of the earth and
build up a church independent of the
direction and counsel otof the presidency
of the church yet every apostle in
his labors and travels in the earth under
the direction of the first presidency of
the church has power to organize
churches and to regulate them in all
parts of the earth and when there is
no first presidency the twelve are the
presiding quorum over the church the
lord provided that the quorum of the
twelve apostles should be equal in
authority to the first presidency of the
church for the very emergencies that
arise whenever a president of the church
passes away so that there should still
be a quorum with the same authority as
the presidency of the church but can
one of these apostles separate and
without asking any odds of his brethren
in the quorum or of the presidency of
the church build up a church and ac-
complishcom the purposes of the lord no
whenever an elder a high priesti est a
seventy or an apostle leads off on his
own account and operates contrary to
the rules and regulations of the church
as the lord has laid them down amen
to that mans authority there have been
but about two of the twelve who have
gone off and undertaken to establish a
church unto themselves william smith
and lyman wight president rigdon
led off also but he was never oni of the
twelve the authority and power that
apostles hold must be exercised upon
the principles of righteousness and in
accordance with church rule and dis-
cipline or their operations are void in

sight of god
we find that the josephites claim

that we have been cast out that when
we left nauvoo and came into the
wilderness we were going away from
zion that missouri is zion and no other

partpa rt of the country but fortunately
tthehe prophet joseph during the very last
conference of the church that heheatat
tended in april 1844 announced that
america both north and south is zion
and on the following day the prophet
hyrum smith announced the same fact
it would be very small for our heavenly
father to be satisfied with the state ofif
missouri why we would want the
state of missouri with just the lewfew
latter day saints there ariare today we
occupy very much more country than
there is in the state of missouri but
this is the land of zion from one ex-
treme to the other as announced by the
prophets of god the josephites
hold that when we left nauvoo we went
wrong because we were going away
from jackson county missouri I1 won-
der it we had not good company when
we left independence the prophet
joseph was at the head of the people
when they departed from independence
and went to far west and toroadamadam
ondi ahman and on up to nauvoo
the prophet was with the people in all
these movements not only thattha but
he crossed the mississippi and was on
his way for the west when his friends
his false friends began to complain that
he was cowardly and like a shepherd
leaving the sheep the prophet joseph
replied if my life is not valuable to
you it is not to me 1 I and to all human
appearances the prophet joseph would
have been living today and at our head
had it not been for that but the
prophet joseph directed us here he
announced before his deatlydeath that many
of the brethren who were present on a
certain occasion while across the river
in iowa would live to go to the rocky
mountains and would help build cities
towns and villages he understood that
as also did the prophet brighambrigham andana
his brethren the very men that were
designateddeigna ted by the voice of the lord
read of this if you please in the rev-
elation given in 1841 the urdlord says

1I give unto you my servant brigham young
to be a president over the twelve travelingtm
council

which twelve hold the keys to open up the
authority of my kingdom upon the four cornerscomers
of the earth and after that to send my word to
every creature

they are heber C kimball parley P
pratt orson pratt orson hyde william
smith john taylor john E page wilford
woodruff willard richards geo A smith

every one of these men stood solid and
firm by the side of the prophet brigham
after the death of the prophet joseph
later some of them fell away budnot
very many apostles have not acosta
sized and fallen away from the church
since the days of the prophet joseph so
frequently as they did before they
have been men who have been foundfoun


