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of her ambitions may exist, and sweep
them out of the way,
The ocecasion of the combined war

and railroad supply ship  pass
ing through the Dardanellee was
a part of the preparation for

the grapd military and naval pro-
gramme of the future. The rallroad
for which the men and supplies were
forwarded will give a tairly adequnate

. seaboard to Russia, as overland facili-
ties will eause the necessary ports to
be established. These, situated on the
Bea of Japan, will be no great distance
from the Todian Ocean, through which
the British eastern possessions are of
€88y ACCEess. )

Doubtless, since the incident of the
other day, the Sultan has heen in close
diplomatic cononertion with Great
Britain, and by this time an uwnder-
standiog has been reached by which

the Sultan will be governed should-

Russia—encouragzed by the permission
to have the vessel in question pass
through the inhibited strait—take an-
another step of the same character,
Bhould the Porte decline to allow the
Muscovite power to commit another
inoovation of the treaty of 184i—hy
provigsions of which no foreign power
is permitted to send vessels through
the Dardanelles without the consent of
Turkey—such an enforcement of the
restriction would doubtless eause the
bear to growl, the Jion, 1n retaliation to
the latter, to show his claws and some
of ‘the otber five ireaty powers to
make a demonstration. France would,
of course, tuke issue on the side of

Russia. But it iz doubtful that
an imtnediate violent rupture
would ensue, the preparations on
neither’  side being vomplete.

It may be faken as a iact, bowever,
that Russia s getting o “‘rood ready.??
Her condition will soon be more men-
aoing to the peace of the world than at
any time In history.

There is a memorabie Incldent con-
nected with the pnesage of war-
ships tbrough the Dardanelies. [Lwas
associnted with the last Russo-Turkish
war, when the Inte Lord Beaconsfeld
way Premier of Great Britain. The
Russluns had made powerful headway
toward the supjugation of the “Rick
Mnn,”> who proved himself, however,
to be, consldering the odds pitted
against him,possessed of a pretty strong
fAghting constitution. The Muscovite
armies were directed toward Constan-

tinople. If we recoliect aright they
got as near to that aity as Phillipopo-
lis. In the meantime, a British

fleet had been, hy Lord Beuacong-
field’s government, stationed in
the Avrean Sea. close to the mouth
of the Dardanelles, witip orders, in the
event of Coustantinople being threat-

ened, to xteam up the strait into the
Bea of Marmora The critical moment
came, and on went the fleet, according
tu direotions. This meant that Great
Britain would at once take part in the
stroggle unless Russia receded. The
Iatter weakened. The result was the
famous treaty of Berlin, which wss
virtually dictated by the British Pre-
mier. He wasasked what he proposed
to do providing his points were not
conceded. His reply was brief—
“Fight.”” He prided himself upon his
“apirited forelgn peoliey,” “peace with
honor’? being one of his mottoes. It
was in this dirvetion in which he stood
superior tu Mr, (Hladstome. Had the
latter been at the head of the govern-
ment at the time the Russians were
heading for Constantinople, it 1 prob-
able there would have becn a British
disaster and consequent humiliation.
Gireat Britain is the most formidable

obsfacle in the way of the onward
march of the Russian traditional
policy. It is difficult thereiore, in con-

templation of a great European war, to
disassociate these two powers from the
chiefl positions in the ‘‘comiog
struggle,”” There is a suspician that
Russin is o some way connected with
the incipient revolt in British [nodia.
The natural effort of the Muscovite
government would be, a8 a preliminary
process connected with war with Enpg-
land, to create disturuances in the lat-
ter’s distant Jependeucies, in order to
compel her to divide and distribute her
forces. The liability to be affected by
this process is the weakest feature of
the British Empire.

The times are portentious, The spirit
of war is abroad, and it may pot be a
great while before Great Britain shall
be compelled to ‘‘call upon other
nations,”’ to aid her in defending her
interests against invasion by other
powers.

—.—

AMERICAN WARLIKE PREPARATIONS

It MAY be supposed thaf because
President Harrison is making a junket-
iog tour through the country, and be-
cause Secreiary Blaine is affected with
that aristoeratic complaint, the gout,
that nothing is betng done to meet the
Italian Navy, should it venture to
cross the Atinntic. Yes, there is much
being dnne, and probably New York is
not a8 unprotected as it is imagined.

The New York fRecorder has a long
article showing what is being done at
the Brooklyn Navy Yard. Every-
where that a man can be put to work,
he is working. Tho battleship Maine
is fast arriving at completion. Her
lurrets are well under way, the raoulds
for her plate armor are finiehed and- on
their way to Pittsburgh, where not a

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

moment will be lost in casting the
piates. The cruiser Uonecord will he
ready for the sea in a day or two. The
monitor Mignionomoh will be soon fin-
ished, Her dynamo i on the ground,
and her guns and carringes ready for
mounting.

The cruiser Cinctnnali is nearly ¢nm-
pleled. Work on her lnunching waya
has commenced. The Terror is being
rushed ahead. Her air compres-ing
machivery has been put in. The
moulds for her plates will sovn be fin-
ished. The Puritan is =alive with
working men. Her bulkheads are be-
ing fitted out. The Benmtngion al-
ready completed, is under process of
pteparation for naval warfare, and in a
fow days will be ready for action.
The dynamite cruisers Vesuviug has
been cealed and repainted, and is now
apolling for a Tight.

The tugboat Mna, recently damaged
at Vineyard Bound, is now being re-
patred at the granite dock. The cruis-
ers Hoston, Chicago and Aflantia are in
the Norfolk Navy Yard, and are being
overhauled and repainted.

To Ban Franciseo navy yard work is
aleo in agtive progress. The Monferey,
a harbor defense boat, will be lsunched
ina few days. There are some other
ships there also in active procesa of
conetruction.

To gun factory work there is a great
deal being done. The Waterlivet arse-
onl has heen supplied with a new
electric plant, avd is operated night
and day. HKxperiments in projectiles
of all kinds are bLeing prosecuted. In
a few dnys a test of the Destroyer’s new
suhmarize gan will be wade at New-
port, Lf this piece of erdoance per-
forms what is expected from it, it will
perforate the strongest steel armor and
netting ever mpde. 1t is the inveation
of the late Captain Johno Ericson.

The schoolship Sé. Mary’s will go on
a cruise very scon. The Assembly
of New York has appropriated $20,000
to enable ber to give the youny iads
an active sea training.

Gatling, of gun fame, is again at
work producing something that is said
will eclipse all former produetions in
the projectile line. Brown and Crozier,
two gun-inventors, are also working,
and rome of their weapons will soon be
tented.

Ino the eugineering 'and ordnance
departinent work for the defence of
Bostun, New York and other sea coast
citles 1s goipg on. 3ites are being se-
lested and the construction of gun aod
mortar. batteries is being earried on.

Proposata have been invited for forging
the 8, 10 and 12 inch guns, for which
the last Cougress made appropriations.
Uuncle 8am is not asleep, and probably
Rulini may find something upon
which he has not calculated.



