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THE DESERET WEERERLY.

under strong obligations relative tu the
ocondition of the Christians in Turkey,
becanse by various tremties they bave
,assumed certain responelbilitiés. At
the copclusion of the war between
Rnesia and Turkey Iu 1877, it wae
stipulated that tbe Bublime Porte
should *‘carry cul withont turtber de-
lay tbe improvements and relorms de-
manded by local requoirements in the
proviecee inbabited by the Armenisns,
and to guarantee thelr security against
Circasslans and Kurds.??

The treaty contalpioy this clause
was objected to by Ebgland apd a
naval force wae dlepatched to the sen
of Marmora {o emphasize tbhe objection.
Great Britaio furtber took tbe matter
io ber own bande and Invited France,
Germany, Austris, Ilaly and Turkey
to a conference which wan held at Ber-
lin in 1878. At this conference the
stiputations relating to the Armeniane,
eg already quoted from tbe treaty of
Ban Btepbano, were adopted under the
guaranty of the nignatory powers.
But while the Europeanrepresentati ves
were dellbterating at Berllo, Engleod
entered ioto & separmte treaty wlith
tbe sultanp, whereby the Iatler
promised Lo Introduce bpecessary re-
forme ‘*for the protection of the
Christiap and otber subjects of the
Porte,” to be acreed upon later by the
two'powere. Ebngland promised to de-
fend Turkey by -force of arms if
Ruoesia should sttempt to take poeses-
slon of Turkish territory, and virlually
received Cyprus as payment for thie
promiee.

By treaties, then, with Russis, with
the powers represenled at the Berlin
congress and with Eoglaod, the
sultan {8 plevged to protect the
Armenisps and olher Christian
teubjects tn bis dominione, apd
esch spnd sll of thoee countries
are responeible for the earryipg
oot of the promises, Yer, it
is Do socret tbat po reforms
bhave been attempted by Turkey. The
Christians remain in as wretched a
condition as ever, &

The question has, been disocussed
whether tbhe United Btates consie-
tently capinterfere iu the aflairs of the
oriert. The fact s our government
bas Jone ap on previous ccoaslons of o
similay natute, Ibpternational jJaw
recnenizes the right of any comntry ta
offer ite good offices **wbere lbe gensral
{nterenats of bumanity are infringed by
the exoesses of a barbarous and deapotic
government.’”” Acting oo ihie orin

le M: Forayth, meoretary of the

nited States, 1D a letter to Mr. Kuyr-
achedt, dated August 26, 1840, at the
time of the masltreatinent of Jews at
Damaeens, 1nstructed our cbarze d»
aflaires st Conetantinople to lnterpose
bis good offices oo beball of tbe op.
preseed apnd persecuted race of the
Jews In the Oitoman dominions,
“amobDg whose kindred are found rome
of the most wortby sod patriotic of our
citizene.*” nkter notable cases are ajs.
on record.

Cltizens of New York are organiziog
amass mpeeting to be held tonight, Deo,
18, in order to protest againgt the viola.
tlop of treaties and presumsably to ex-
press & #erire tbat our government
luke some action 1D bebal! of the
Armeniapns. Tbe osuse is woriby of
the eforts of enlightened oitizens,
Viectory " for llberty, wbherever won,
riflects Its glory to the uttermost parts

of the world; it is the gain of man-
&ind, Apgd it the Europesn
rowers, bandicapped as tbey are
by mutua)l feeltngsr of jealousy,
are slow in guing to rescue the op-
pressed Whuee blood I8 wsbed on their
ownp doorstepr; and if tbe good «flices
of our government, which cannot be
suspected of eelfish purposee in Lbe
malter, were needed to epee] the day
of the triumph of rightecuspess D e
obecure corper of the world, there s
Do reason why euch good ¢fficerabould
vot be freely granted, and bonor, in
tbe beat rense of the word, be added 1o
the atar-epangled emblem of pohitical
and religious liberty and equality.

RED CROSS ASSOCIATION.

Duoring tbhe war now golng on be-
tween Jspan svd Cbios, reference
has often been made to services ren-

dered by the Red Crors association,and
tho former cuvvotry has received muoh
praise for the lpstructiones given tuv the
army, relatiog to tbe treatment of the
enemy. Thos Count Oyama on tbe
22ad of Beptemder, issueod ub order Lo
the troope stating that hehiigerent oper-
attons are properiy confined to the miilf-
tary and naval torces actually engaged,

and tbat there are Do remsnns for en-
mity between {ndividuals because
thelr coudtries wre at war, aov
tbat consequenlly common prin-
ciples of bumsbity dictate thal

succor and rescus sbould be extended
vven to the eDemy’s forces who are
disabled by wounds or discase. These
fnstruotions were given tn sgcordance
with tbe prinolples adopted by the Reg
Croes asnocistion.

The present time has been deemed
opportune by tos « Mecers of the Amer-
1cum braoch of the uvrgapization to cail
tbe atlention of tbe patiou to the work
connected with Red Oross. [te(rigio
caD be traced (o the battle of Bl
erico, Jupe 27, 1t58. Moopsleur Henri
Dunpant, s Bwiss gentleman, happeneu

10 witness thal engagement and
wus  deoply imypressed © by the
scenes he saw, Wounded =ang

dylog were lefi on the fleld of carpage
for yays witbonol medical sttendance.
Thie led bim to couslder the necessity
of uniting civil.zed patlops in » com-
pact fer the purpoee of rendering war-
iare less beiburcue, His sugrestions
wers sagerly embraced by the SBoclely
of Pupllc UtiliLy - 1n 8 #ilzeriand, anu
by Lhe ald of the Bwiss Federal counoil
a conference of 1 atlous was conveneu
in Gepewa in 1863, whbich was f{ol-
lowed by auolber 1u 1884 at w hicb the
Genevs tresly wae formulated. Only
sixieen of the lesdlwyg watinpe of toe
world signed Lble treaty, but §is pro-
visions were graduslly adopted by one
couatry after anvther uptl]l at presas.
t.rty nationps have entered juto the
wgreement. The United Blates became
s member of the compact i 1382 by
¢l ut Cupgress and proclamation o)
President Artbur. A red oroes o
white ground is tbe emblem of the
members of the associativ...

Toe pubjoined paragrapbs give ap
fdea of Lhe meipods suoplen:

The rosolutions of the Gemeva confer-
ence providoe that there sbali he, iD every
trea y countly, one commit ee, and only
onc, whose duty it sbail be to co-uperate
in \lme of war by all the meabDsin Lis
power with the medical apDd ssvitary

serviceof the army, and this commiltes-
sball place itself iD eommubication with
tbe government of its own country in
order that its offers of assisianes, inD case
of need, may be accepted. In the event
of war, the commitiees of belligerent na-
tions sbaill furbisb relief to ibeir re-
apeciive armies in proportion to their
respective resources and, If need be, they
wball solicit tbe assistaDce 0f committees
of Deutral pations, within the ireaty.

With the concurrence of the military
authoritios i1bey sbail, upon request,.
place nurses upoD tbe battle-tlelds, but
only under tbe direction of the milliary
commanders.

The interchapge of communications
between the several Datioval committees
Is made througb Lbe Swiss committes,
wiiob bears the title of the “Comite In-
terbational.”” As early as 1865 it bad
been indirectly proposed tbat the com-
mittees might increase Lbeir osefulness
by relief work In cases of calamities
otber than war, bot the proposal met
wlh no favor, It was Dot until the foim-
alion of the United States comainiuiee in
1881, that such & jeature, owing to tbhe
earneat adyocacy of smeh a progressivo
measure by Misy Clara Bartob, took
practisal form and tbereby broadened the
scope of the bymane work, The matter

was laid before 1he Interoatiopsl
commitlee which ably seconded
Miss Barton’s efforte. By 1bat com-

mittes ic was submllted 10 the oLher
treaty countries; and fipally unanimous
sanetion was given. The changs, or ad-
dition to tbe original intention, became
knowDp as the “*“Americad Ameddmens.”
Whbat 1bis amendment bas meant to the
sofferers by fire, flood, peslilence,
oyclones and other great oalamities 1o
oor owD coubdtry, during the past dozen
years, noeed not be repea ed bere There
i sonrcely & sec.ion of the coubiry tbat
has net made its acknowledgment in
tears of gratitnde.

Upon  adopting the :treaty of the
Geneva convention, each pation is re-
quired to at once instruet its army 1n ihe
philantbreple and humaDpe ohjects, snd
ibe provisions nf the treaty.

Tue empetor of Jupsn is the presis
dent of Lbe Japa:ese brancb of the
Red Crose, A very cluse reiationsbip
# sald to «xist between the American
aud Japaoese organizatione, and it s
itboughbt likely tbut, ebould exjcencles
require I, the Americap members
would be among the firut called upon
to go to the ajd of the Aslatic army of
meroy.

Tue American Red Qross bead-
quosarters is Jucated at Washingtun, The
n0: iuty bas been prumlinent ip render-
irg #id where great Jleasters buve
catled for rellef. Fortuustely, his
wervices in war pave not bren required
ainge it formatlop, but If ever the
emergency sbuuld arise, ils members
wuuld basten op their missfon of love,
and tbe buma e priociptes of whioh
the red cruee jw the simople emblem
would do much to sufteo the horrors of
war,
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CaNAL HUILDING.

The People’ canal in Bloghsm
o aoty, Lisho, is nDow so far completed
8 tobring witblp the Irrigation area
10.U00 avres of lnnod cutof be 100,000
anres which the diten s expepoled to
ouver I the Hpake rlve: valiey. Over
e miles of the wurk 18 uo e, aud tbe
remailpder js being pusbed aw rupully
4+ the circumetsnces of the  builders
will permit. Wheun tbe ditgh is Hn-
inbed, the luod under it wjli be in-
¢roused iD valwe ok less than $1,0004- -



