466 :

THE DESERET WEEKLY.

Orderville and Glendale, About nine
miles below the townsile the valley
closes in upon the Rio Virgen, which
(as 1t receives several tributaries in 1s
courte down through the narrow

valley) has now become quite a
mountain stream. Through a
Box canyon, about twenty miles
long, which has  the reputa-

tion of never having been explored in
its entire length, the Rio Virgen finds
its way over a series of rocky ledges to
the lower couniry, which we call
“Qur Dizle.”” From this place I goto
Kanab to attend the quarterly con.
ference. .

I have now visited the different
wnrds and branches of the Church in
the Kanab Btake of Zion, attended the

uarterly BStake conference held at
‘il{anab on the 6th apd 7th of March
and held special meetings with the
Baints In Glendale, Ordeiville, and
Mount Carmel. 1 have had a good
time with the people, been treated
with the hospitality and kindness
characteristic of the Saints of SBouthern
Utah, and been successful in obtaining
a great deal of valuable historieal in-
formation.

The Kanab Btake of Zion embraces
nearly all of Kane county, Ulah, and
a small portion of northern Arizons,
it comprises only flve organized wards
including a number of small branches,
and the total membership is 1475 soule,
or 231 families, which is 137
souls and 89 families less than
the Biake contained in 1877 when
it was first organized. This decrease
in populsation ie due principally to the
breaking up of the United Order at
Orderville about seven yeals ago,
which caused a number of [amilies,
who had settled in Long Valley for the
sole purpose of identifying themselves
wlith that ipetitution, to move away
again, as Boon as the "order was dis-
solved.

The present Btake presidency con-
aists of Edwin I. Wooley, of Kanab,
President; Thomas (hamberlain, of
Orderville, First Counselor, and
Daniel Beegmiller, of Upper Kanab,
Sec. nd Counselor.

As most ofthe readers of the Nrws
perhaps already know, Kane county
consists of B vast tract of desert country
of that peculiar character which marks
the land on either side of the Colorado
river, The surface of the country is
very broken and consistschiefly of sand
hills, mountains and a variety of clay
formatione. There are also several
notahle mountain pesks on the northern

art, and A number of elevated table
ands or plateaus, all confirming the
opinion expressed In the chapter of
#Physical Utah*’ -deseriptive of the
country - lying below the rim of tbe
basin, Kane county, however, has
some excellent farming land, which by
great labor and unyielding persevear-
ance has been made very productive.
Most of this lies in narrow ptrips along
the headwaters of the Rio Virgin and
Kanab creek, the two principal irriga-
tlon streams in the country. Long
Valley contains upwards of half the
populsation of Kace county, aud when
ity i= wndersteod that this is a mere
canyon, which in its widest points
scarcely meaasures half & mile from
bluff to bluff, it will readily be seen
tbat only s very, very emall portion of
tbis whole southern country ts fit for
oultivation, the rest must forever re-

malin, 88 1t now l#, & barren wasle, at
least untll kind Providence by some
extraordinary feat of the ele-
ments shall bring about a radical
change In the phyeical features of the
country. [ feel certain that had it not
been for the [Latler.day Bainte, who
under the advice and counsel of the
late President Brighsm Young and
Apostle Erastus Snow located settle.
ments on the Rio Virgin, all of South-
ern Utah would be almost uninhabited
today, There might, perthaps, have
been s few ranches ipsome of these
nooks and corners of the mountains
where we now have fiourishing towns
of respectable size, but thiz surely
would have been all. I must say, in
this con: ection, that this ia a pretty
good stock country; horses, sheep and
caltle do well by feeding on the
nutritious grasses which abound on
the extensive decertr; and the sheep
industry especially is very successfully
carried on in nearly all the settleme«nts
of the Baints In this section of coun.
try. )

Kanab ward, the largest in Lthe;
Btake, comprises the town of Kanab,
the villages of Fredon!, Johnson and
Pahreah and ote or two families at
Lee’s Ferry;1{ has s total membership
of 622 souls or 95 ramilier; the present
Bishop is Juei H. Johnson.

The town of Kanab is pleagantiy lo-
cated on theenst bankof Kanab creek
immediately below the mouth of the
eanyon and on the edge of the desert,
which extends as far to the south and
southwest as the eye can reach, and is
bounded on the sputheast by the cele-
brated Buckskin Mauntains, about
twenty-five miles distant. Kanab is

the - county seat of Kane (jounty,
and containg B small court
house,” a district ‘school house,

four stores Aand a number of com-
fortable dwellings, Notwithstanding
the fact that for several years past no
crops have beeu raised and thal there
has not been even water enough
brougtit into the townsite to keep the
orcharde and shade trees alive, the
people are not poverty stricken, as
their stock industry has proven quite
remuperative, and they are now full
of expectations and hope in regard to
the future growth and prosperity of
their town, which, by the way, is per-
haps as healthy place as can be found
in the mountnine, the climate being
very pleasant and delightful nearly all
the year around. Kapab is not a part
of vur so-called *Dixje,” as the eleva-
tion of the town is 4,909 feet
ubove the level of the =sea, The
people here speak of golngto Dixie,
which means the country in the lower
Rio Virgin, lving west ot here, the
same as'we do in the porthern settle-
ments when we speak of going to St.
George and adjacent settlements.
Kanab {s about 325 miles hy nearest
rcad, via Panguiteh, southwest of Balt
Lake City; 170 miles from 8Balina, the
nevrest railway statior; eighty miles
east of Bt. George, and four mwiles north
of the boundsry linebetween Utah and
Arizona., The place was first gettled in
1865, was broken up the following ¥ear
because of I[ndisn troubles and re-
gettled permanently in 1870.

When Kanab was first eettied the
bottem of the canyeon, as well Bs a
large tract of country lying below, cen-
sisted of fipe grassy meadows, with

patches of willows, and here and theére

thrifty cottonwood trees; *now there is
aD awful gorge, which was waehed out
in 1883 and followilng seasons by terri-
ble fioode, which ¢amesweeping down
the canyon, carrying everything away
before it. Bince that time the people
of Kanzab hay‘ spent about sixty
thousand dollars in constructing dams
and ditcbes, wbich have been swept
away nearly as fast as they were built,
cauglng 8 number of the inhabitants to
become discouraged sand turn iheir
backs for ever upon the place that they
otherwise would have made their per-
manent home. Now, however, there
seems to be fair prospects ahead, and
the general opinioh aming the people
that the dam troubles are almost ended.
After experlmenting for many years
and trying the solidily of s number of
points for holding bach the water, the
enterprieing people of Xanab have

neatly completed 8 dam which
they feel confident .wjll stand
the force of future floods, and

be the means of securing to the town
an Bmple supply of water for all pur-
poeea, This dam, which it would take
a chapter to. describe, should the de-
tails be given, consists of an immense
quantity of sand and earth piled up in
the creek bed to the height of about
40 feet, which corresponds with the
depth of the imymense gorge. This
mags iz profected and strengthened ln
front (the side that faces the water) by
rocks, (called “‘rip rap,’?) which mostly
have been blasted from the mountain
side in constructing a new channel for
the water of the creek through the
solld cliff; the rear is protected by
bheavy timbers, Thedam 1s nearly 200
feet wide at the bottom and tapers off
to about 40 feet on top. Across the
gorge it alsd mensures about 200 feet,
and tbe escape for the water of the
creek is an artificial ‘“‘canyon?’ blasted
outof the solid rock at an enormous
expense. It is made sufficiently
latge to carry off all the water
that ean reasonably be expected
during future ficods, and =ms the
waete water will form a cataract
down the face of the solld rochy
mountain the dam which will be built
“tight as a pol?’ will not be exposed to
the least danger of being washed away
through leskage. The dam together
with its artificial rock_ly run and the
waterditch connected with 1t will ‘cost
pearly twenty thousand dollars before
it is completed. Besidesstrengthening
the dam, there is considerable ditch
work to be done and B flume must be
constructed to convey the water that Is
to be utilized around a rocky poiut for
s distance of about forty rods.

Jobrson i8 a small settlement dating
back to 1872, eituated ina Hne little
valley thirteen miles northesst of
Kansb. It is a very rcmantic little
spol, the bluffs on either side of the
narrow valley terminating in perpen-
dicular ledges, which sbound in
grottor, caves aond s variety of very

eculiar formatios a, At the

a8e  of the clifia namerous
springs of pure water guah forth. Here
alsomay teseen the thrifty grapevine
climbing the rocky hilisides axnd
almost embrace the patural cedars
growing on top of the cliffs on either
gide of the vailey. When the place
was first settled some of the early pic-
peers sought shelter in the adjoining
caves, where they were well protected
from the storms untfl they had time to



