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providence seems to smile upon our
gathegatheringring together for a conference at
this time indeed as a people if we
take into consideration allau of the bless-
ings of our common salvation we are
todayto day highly favored of the lord in
every general rerespect I1 think our
hearts ought to be moved by a sense of
gratitude for all of hisills many blessings
to us both temporal and spiritual
our brethren here have gone to and
improved the condition of their taber-
nacle so that we are very comfortecomcomfortablyforta
situated the singers I1 tthinkin feelfee
that they have got into the rarightlit placeace
a good table Is also providedprovide for the
reporters I1 take this appoopportunitystanty to
invite reporters of any and all news-
papers that may belie present who wishpawsto doososo to come forward take a seat
at this table and report the proceed-
ings of our conference the only fa-
vors we ask at their hands is that they
will please report nsus correctly

we have been striving halfhalt a century
to inform the world of the principles
of our faith and we have not tired at
it yet wenye are still sending missionaries
to the four quarters of the earth we
have sent them without stint of
bers to the people of this great nation
the united states have endeavored to
inform them ever sinceaidee the year 1830

and especially since the endowment at
kirtland in ISMisu when the apostlesApoatiesatles
high priests and elders went forth into
all parts of this nation as far as per-
mitted and as fast as they had oppor-
tunity to inform the people of the
principles of our faith but it seems
almost impossible to get to their earseara
and much less likely to reach their
hearts it appears to have been easier
fforfonor nsus in an early day to receive that
measure which the lord had revealed
fforsoror our benefit than it is now when he
is giving us so much that the new wine
cannot bete received into the old vessels
andlaand it it could we do notknow what the
results would be in these our times
some of the feeble and faint hearted
will no doubt think that because of the
efforts at persecution against nsus we
have reason to bebel very sad to pull longiong
faces and be cast down because wenye are
oppressed brethren not so do not
think of it a minute so ionlonlongiong as we
are dealt with in a milder manner than
our master was we have reason to be
thankful and ought to go on our way
rejoicing soloso lonerionerne as we are not dealt
with more harshly than our brethren
have been in former periods of time
andinand in this dispensation in which we
live we have reason to be thankful

VVwele lalamentment the absence of our breth-
ren of the first presidency and several
of the council of the twelve apostles
we would be glad and thankful if we
could have them all with usas tbutmutfutut we
are pleased that so many of us can be
with you as are here we hope
that the conference will result IBin
strengthening the good resoresolutionslations of
every latter day saint in invigorating
the energies of all who areard in anywise
afflicted or oppressed with temptations
and trials of any kind the lord told
the brethren in his day those whom
ilehe appointed laid hisills hands upon and
ordaordainedined to the apostleship that this
would be their heritagee that they
would be vilified and hailed to prison
and that men would think they were
doing god service in taking their lives
from the earth and said ilehe is the
servant greater than illshis master no
ilehe told them that when they experi-
enced these things they were to lift up
their heads and rejoice for great was
their reward in heaven therefore we
have the assurance that ifit we are tinetrue
and faithful we shall suffer trials and
temptations as they diddirt in informerformer days
and as joseph and hyrum aandad tthehe
brethren of the apostles with a hosthos
of elderseiders have done in these itterlatter
days forileikethe principles of the gospel

these things however should not
move us or they should only if ththeye
move us at all strengthen us to stanstand
true to the holy faith of the gospel to
the principles ordinordinancesancesantes and ansti

which the lord has revealed
unto us we may expect to meet op-
position on every hand but our op-
positionposition may come in a different form
fromfrom what our brethren have formerly
had to endure we should however be
armed with the spirit of divine truth
so that we may comprehend our duty
under every circumstance and every
condition in life I1 know some of the
brethren feel that it is a very serious
thing to be cast into prison why therethele
is many a thing worse than that it is
a thousand times better to go to prison
than to deny the principles of the gos-
sel and to be forsaken of the holy

pinitcirit what did brother brigham say
before he left us when congress
passed the law of 1862 1I heard him
makemakethisthis remark rather ststartling at
the time that a man who would not be
willing to pay his fine and take a term
otof imprisonment for a real good vir-
tdaousacus ecmanwt man was not worthy of a wife
at all well let us learn to look at
these things in a proper manner and
be thankful that our conditions arenoare nioxio
worse let us look to god continual-
lyI1 he will guide and control all thingsgorkorfor the good of his people

there is a portion of the writ-
ings of the apostle paul to
the Epheephesians that seems so
appropriate to our condition that

I1 propose to read inthetha hearingbearing of the
congregation a part of the uth chapter
commencing at the loth terseverse

finally my brethren be strong in the
lord and in chepothe powerver of his might
puttnt on the whole armor utof god that ye

maybemay be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil

for we wrestlerestle not against flesh and blood
but against principalities against powers
against the of the darkness of thithis 3

world against spiritual wickedness in high
places

Wherewhereforeforofora take unto you the whole ar
mor of god that ye0 may belie abieable to with-
stand in the evil ladylalyaay and having done all
to stand

stand therefore having your loins girt
about with truth and having on thetile breast-
plate of righteousness

and your feet shod with the preparation
of the gospel of peace

above all taking the shield of faith
wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the
flery darts of the wicked

aniahl take the helmet of salvation and the
sword of tilethe spirit which is the word of
god

praying always with all prayer and sup-
plication in the spirit and watching there-
unto with all perseverance and applinasupplica-
tion fforor all saints

I1 have read these words because of
their remarkable adaptation to our
present condition and circumstances

I1 feel lain attempting to address the
saints a very great degree of helpless-
ness and of dependence upon the en
lighten ment and aid of the holyholi spirit
in order that I1 may speak to you a short
time unto edification for without the
spirit of the gospel the holy spirit of
divine truth which iaIs sent forth to
testify of god and of the truth to the
hearts of the honest lain the earth our
labors will be of very trifling account
but if we have the aid and helpbell of that
spirit then we may be edified and

together as the children of god
both he that speaketh and he that
healeatethteth

it would seem that aterafter the veryverv
elaborate and comprehensive epistle
that has been to us by
our brethren ol01 theshe first presidency
in which they seem tp cover many of
the circumstances wtwychiehich now attend
upon gods people andaud in which they
also give to us such cords of exhorta-
tion and instruction as if followed by
us must not only make usuh understand
better our condition but know better
how to occupy ouroun posItpositionsigns with
credit to ourselves and to the accept-
ance of god our Ilealieaheavenlyvenly father I1
saysay it would seem after reading that
etepistle1 istle and having it impressed upon
our minds as I1 am sure it must be up-
on all who listened in spirit and in
truth as if it were scarcely neetsnecessarysary
that anything more should be said to

right in regard to our and
give us understanding concerning them
or strength in the berfperformancearmance oiot them
butbat we each otof us have a testimony of
the truth of the gospel and otof the work
0off god to bear to our brethren and
sisters and 1 feel a desire myself in
common with my brethren to com-
municatemunicate such things admayas may be divgivenen
to me so that we may be enencouragedcou raged
IIIin the work in which we are engaged
that we may feel our good resolutions
sstrengthened within us that we may
be led to realize in whose name we
trusttrusty in whose strength we stand and
that we may be able also to realize as
the apostle paul did when behe wrote

we wrestle not against fleshllesh andand
blood but against principalities and
powers against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world against spiritual
wickedness in high places 11

I1
our condition Is a very peculiar one

in regard to this nation and yet it Is no
more strange or peculiar than has been
the condition of gods people in otherothet
ages which are recorded in history for
our comfort encouragement and con-
solation

con-
solsolsoiatlon therefore I1 feel this morn
lugtug like speaking a little about the na-
ture of that which is called crcrime1 me
which is charged upon us

we are told by melamefa in high places
that it is the highest duty of good citi-
zens to render obedience to the lawsiava
of the land in which we live sowkow I1
can scardelyscarcely believe that any professor
of ercillreligionyloyio ri ansangany horest religious pro-
fessorfessfesl of any christianhristian denomination
in these united states can honestly
and solidly endorse that sentiment
much less any one who Is clothed with
the ermine and is honored with a seat
upon the judicial benchbeach yet it Is from
judges that we hear this A great
apostle of the law the greatest thetile
angest and most popular delineator of
the law from the days of justinian of
ancient rome down until his day was
the renowned mr blackstone himself
when portions of various nations hadbad
settled together in the island of great
britain some from the northern states
of scandinavia others from brittany
and the different parts of thu ger-
man or saxon nations and had collected
thetile laws of those countries for the
purparpurposeose of having them assimilated
so tzatthat those people who camlaman froinfroll
their various countriescou shmil I1 11lilyelyelave
one established usage of lawflaw foror the
reregulationillation of all their civil andami ertme
nalnai procedures in thetile adjudicate 11inII orof
their difficulties with each otherothorotin r
the learned chancellor
undertook this greatmeat lasataia indand from
the alembic 0off his intelligent anant 1

powerful mind braulbroughtlit andaud
enunciated his views of ane law thethee
views have been held to heie thethu bisuisbutilIs of
allali legal administration th funda-
mental principlesprinciples of
among aaliallI1 christian natio iti eeeneereeneer
behe pullpulipublishedshed them

this celebrated gentleman who is
considered to this present daylay as one
of the greatest if not the very greatest
legal light of the acuazu laid it down
plainly and emphatically that man
had no right tobo make any jaws contrary
to or in conflict with the law of god I1I1

wishelsh every lawyer throughoutgrout the na-
tion would readreid it and understand it
for when they depart from that rule
they become apostate ffromrom the
falthfaith of traotrue lelegallegaiI1 jurispru-
dence as laid downlogjoga by thisthid
ddistinguishedS apoapostlestae of the law ana
lurther laws which
should regulate or constitute the juris-
prudence of every nation were derived
iromfromirom and based upon the laws revealed
ilyby god through the prophet moses
this gentleman stated and laid down
as a fact that the ten commandments
the ancient law of god were held by
nimfilm to babe the basis and fundamental
principle of all law justice and ad-
ministration that should be had among
the human family liehe claims that as
the basis of his work then no manroan
who I1 i a true lawyer after the order of
the celebrated blackstone can say in
truth that it Is the highest duty of a
good citizen that behe should observe in
aaliall11 things the laws of tetae landlandu ulessunless it
be first established that those laws are
consistent with the laws of god

now then wherein are we trans-
gressorsgresres sors I1 wish to call your atten-
tion to this a few minutes because I1
desire my brethren and sistersslaters to
understand whenever they are called
in question before the tribunals of this
nation I1 want our boys andalid
ulrisgirls that are growgrowinglilgilig up around
us to understand what Is thetile nature of
that which is called crime which is al-
leged against their fathers and in
emchwhich their mothers are participants
it yaswasvas never alleged against us
as men of israel as mormonscormonsMor mons 10 if
you please that we were violators or
had been violators of any law of tthehe
land until july IS1852 it was
never proven and cannot now be shown
that we tias a people were violators of
any law of the land whatever in 1802
a law was enacted against bigamyI1 or
polygamy the teraltenn bigamy nadhad al-
ways been used before but now it was
coupled polygamy in order that itkt
mlmightgrit be made to reach and be under-
stood by everybody as intended forthe
latter day saints

now then to come at the matter in
question what is the cricrlcrimelycrimeifelf any there
iiIs in this doctrine of heavenly mar-
riage as we hold it the doctrine of thetile
eternal covenant of marriage incident
to which is plurality of wives when
weive married our wives at the first we
ivercwere new eugengenglanderslanders britons scan-
dinaviansdinavians ac we were married until
deain should us part that was metue
period for which we made contract
whether we went into theethe church and
had the ordinance solemnized by an
ecclesiastic or whether it was donedony
before a justice of the peace I1 judge
or any civil magistrate when the law
of god came before the doctrine of
the eternity and plurality of marriage
was taught to us the lord gave us a
revelation in a very early day in regard
to members of other churches abingjaein
re baptized some of them doubteddoubted
the need of being re baptized they
said we were baptized into the baptist
church we were ssprinkledprinkler injn the
methodist church inane presbyterian
in the congcongregationalrelational whywhy be baptized
againallain the lord in answer to this
qquestionfuestion told ills people that all old
covenants ilehe had caused to be done
away but behold ilehe said 1 I give
unto apu a new and everlasting cocove-
nant

v
11 therefore all had to go forth

who had been baptized by men havinhaving
no authorauthorityltv to administer and bbec babap-
tized

P
by oneoue who had authority iina abeahethe

name of jesus for the forgiveness of
sins and for admission into the church
bfzif christ by and by when wenye had
walked before the lord for a number
0of yearyears he revereyerevealedaled to us the laws of
marriagerr well regulated parents do
not teach their children when they are
dandling them on their laps the nanatureure
of the covenant or the ordinance or
the duties of marriamarriagege they wait un-
til ththestheyy arearc grown uptip it is proper
that theythey should waitwalt until their chil-
dren have attained to years of judg-
ment understanding and perhaps to
the aeage of puberty so the lord in
dealldeaildealing6 with illshis chchildren iidilddidlid not
reveal this eternal covenant of mar-
riage until hisats people had lived a while
inIII keeping the firstfinst laws and ordinances
of the church and learned to walk in
the light of tha holy spirit and tto0
purifydurify themselves ffromroin the various be
segmentssetments with which they were attend-
ed when they went into the waters of
baptism audunit become better prepared
torlor more exalted principles and truthsone of the last great principlesprinciple that
bhetho prophet Jjosephoseph was commanded of
god to teach us was the law regulating
the eternity of marriage that wbwhere-
as

erL
we had taken our vivwiveses only until

dedeathath should us part we should now
understand that we were while in
the fean laying the foundation
for eternal dominions crowns and
4exaltations that ouroar wiveswives and our

werevere given to us of gdgod for
I1 utielne purpose of laying the foundation of

iL kinkkingkin lumtom th it vuwe shallshail have ifit wowe
arearu faithful undandind obedient the covenant
of ettit i rialnal life ourselves and the power
toseiosemsisie0 unctac hainesaine upon our generations
that they nuynus become as abrahams
lilelike thu gandisandi otof the seaseashoreshore for

iberber
faetuetuc latter day saints claim to be

1

1 the children ot abraham bandand if
i thtlivariv tire the children of Abraabrahamhanihanl they
will do thetho borks of abraham etwasit was
difficult forfur men audand women from all
parts of0 thetha world who had lived inIII the

octortocloclairr all their lives to aeac-
cept this doctrine of the eternity and
plurality of01 marriage it was a new
and everlasting covenant and ifit ye
abide not that covenant then arearc ye
damned saith the lord this was tthee
obligation that was laid upon the
prophet joseph and through himupon the true believers of the church
even all who were worthy to accept of

these obligations it was herein that
the elders arid their wives extended
their faith enlarged their obedience
and accepted the terms of the newananew andana
everlasting covenant extending not
through titimeme only but eternity alsoisotso

now I1 ask who is injured by a milimill
taking a second wife when the wife he
now leashas is aagreeable and it is mutually
understood betweenet her and him andana
the newly affianced it beingbeing entered
into with a mutual understanding and
a mutual agreement according to the
lawjaw of godigodgodl I1 ask who is injured

wherein consists the crime 01 bizbig
amy it Is in this when a man takes
one wife he covenants to adhere to her
until death do them part liehe violates
that covenant when he takes another
woman unknown to his wife he thus
practices fraud upon her this is
where the crimecrite comes in enaudfraud is

upon his own family I1
want the old and the young to under-
stand it want to come down to the
root of the matter and find out and
show up what the crime is if any that
is chargeddischarged upon us this crime of
taking another wife when a man has
one is called bigamy and there are
laws and penalties against it with
the latter day saints there is no fraud
practiced the second wife being ac-
cepted with the mutual consent of the
first and luin accordance with the
revelations of god there is in
that no crimeancrimeat all unless some
law of god lb violated or somebody Is
injured in the matter if this transac-
tion that I1 have just named violates
the law of god or if it injures or in-
fringes upon the rights of a brother or
a sister thenthea there may be some groundgro undand
for pronouncing it iar crime but be-
lief in and practice of the eternity
and plurality of the marriage covenant
do not violate the laylavlaw of god be-
cause liehe has commanded illshis people
to accept and obey it neither is it an
infringementringement upon the rights of others
neither men nor but gives all
women an opportunity to become
honorable wives and mothers and tunsauns
to shut out what is politely called the
social evil with all its horrid concom-
itants of seduction infanti-
cide and all the train of sexual moro
kamic evils which haunt and infest
christendom

if then we violate no law of god
nor right of our fellows wherein I1 ask
again consists the crime 01of our
religious faith it is inIII this thatcongress forbids it just as darius for-
bade daniel praying to god and be-
cause he persisted cast him into the
den of lions the same as herod caused
all the male children to be slain hop-
ing to kill christ our savior in his in
lanlaulancycythethe same also as
cast the hebrew children into the
flames because they worshippedworshipped the
living god rather than his idol where-
in consists tiieitie crime of daniel praying
to the godorGodotgod of israel simply because
kingI1 darius forbade him doing it

what constituted the crime of the
hebrew children in worshiping the
godifgod of heaven solely because
chadnezzar commanded them to wor
shipshi p tue golden imagimazewh ich they would
not do what is the intrinsic nature
of our crime in believing and practic-
ingin the eternal covenant of plural mar-
riage as revealed by the almighty and
as weie are commanded to do simsimplyly
and solely this congress passerpassespassed a
law making it a penal offense to do so
this is all the criminality there Is about
it and the question reremainsmallis for each
oueons to answer shall we obey god or
man

what Is liberty the liberty that you
and I1 and all men are entitled to enjoy
it Is that we do not violate the law of
god or that we do not infringe upon
the rights and liberties of our fellow
creatures that is truetruo liberty upon
that hang also the law and the prophets

in the establishment of this princi-
ple of the gospel the marriagemarr iaze cove-
nant it is intended only for gods
peopeoplele and not for the people of theworldworld they oo00 not want it thethey
would likeliko to have that liberty walzwhich
is not liberty but license bybi which
they can continue and perpetuate se-
duction and adultery among them
keep up their houses of prostitution
and their places of amslassignationnation it is
a part of the business of both high and
low to keep going this degradation
and destruction of the female portion
of the race and it is because the peo-
ple of god have taken a course that
every righteous woman may have an
honorable husband become an honor-
able wife and have a position inIII the
family and household that our breth-
renren aareic hailed to prison because they
are true and faithful to their families
because they have takentaken wives in or-
der that they may rear up children
have a generation to bear their names
and their priesthood and to become a
people devoted to the living god

I1 want to say in this conneconnectioncuon as I1
wish all to understand it that when
we adoptadoptededththiss principle by the rev-
elationselatclationslons of godgott there was no law in
the land against it it
brethren and sisters iutbut it is now as
in ancient times when the of
judea were carried into babylon
their captors found excellent qual-
ities in them as some say now
they like our industry our ententerpriseerbyise
and our virtue outside the marriage
relation but we want you to put
away this commandment of the lord
and become like us 1 be as we are 19

then we will like you and we will be
hail fellows well met

tbthee rerepresentativespresenpreseD natives of the country at
washington have discovered some-
thing or other in these mountains that
1is didispleasinginz to them ahm we arearc in-
creasing that wenye delight in our ahllchil-
dren and do not take measures to
prevent their coming fforthorth as is very
frequently done in the world that we

are willing to take wives and support
them rather than to indulge in whore-
dom and the like and they said thiswont do 11 hence they went to workandald passed a law against us thauthatwould prevent us carrying out theprinciples of our religion I1 want
ttheseeseege young boys and girls as well as
the older ones to know that god has
never given us a law that was lain con-
flict

on
with any law ofolt the land but thatcongress has enacted laws to make us

criminals there Is no crime in that
which we practice inasmuch as no
manroan Is injured no woman injured and
no persons rights are invaded
on the contrary our people
are called upon to exerciseexercise
a great amount of self denial and seifself
abnegation that all may be blessedand
that the charity of the gospel marmay be
extended to all the human familysamis

my
x as

god has designed and ordained thus
we are not violators of the law of the
land but the law makers of the nation
make us transgressors god com-
mands us to keep illshis law the peo
pie throughrough their representatives say
we shall not that Is all there is in it
they undertake to say that we shall
not observe the ladof plural marriage
and- in consequence of this they are
hauling us to prison our outgoings
and Incomings are watched by mar-
shals so as to and something upon
which to bring usbs before a commis-
sioner or before a grand jury not for
any crime we have done but because
we have obeyed god which congress
has said we must not do makinmaking a
law against us whereas we are vio-
lating

10
no law

I1 do not love to talk against
my fellow men I1 simply pre-
sent these things to you to showabow up the
real state of the case it Is unpleas-
ant for me to say that the men of the
congress of 1862 and that of 1882 were
not menmea of the most immaculate vir-
tue it is understood throughout the
land that nowhere on this continent is
the practice of whowhoredomredow and of the
seduction of women carried on to a
greater extent then in the city of
washington and by those men who gofo
there to make laws against this people
what attitude does it place the people
of this nation in and the congress otof
the country in relation to us and this
law we are undertaking to keep why
as soon as thetile lord has estaestablishedblishel
illshis gospel and covenant the spirits
of the other world are seekingseeking to come
and dwell among us they desire a
parentage among the saintsap ts of the
living god where they can be wel-
comed with love and not repulsed
by loaticat icide where they can be broucht
up in the feartear of god wittiwith a hope otof
returning pure to the fathers pres-
ence

res
without being lost by bitoblood

or other crimes while in
mOrtmortalityallty

hohowiv do you think the spirits con-
template the necessity of a birth lain
the nations of the earth cheri so much
harlotry and whoredom exist I1 tetekted
you this very presumption of tktte
country in which we live that we she i
not have these children to dwell in ourout
midst and bear the name of christ in
the earth is a presumption against thetile
very beaheaheavensalvens and against those spirits
of the just who are waitingwalting to be made
perfect through their sunnsufferingsjinings in the
flesh

ah 1 says one you folks in the moun-
tains numbering only one hundred and
niftyfifty thousand to two hundred thous-
andandt need not talk in that kind of waiway
for herenerehere is a grear nation of nitty tinnn
millions of people who say yuiyua
shall not do this thing or if yon
do you cannot have a bodnehome
wiwitht11 usas well we will admit that
about two hundred people of the
united states say to every one of the
latter day saints say that we must
putut away this doctrine or we cannotMRdwell in this land well that is a ter-
rible majority against us but letjet us
look at this a little I1 do not
think that we need be very
badly scared you recollect at one
time a young man was with elisha the
prophet when a large host compassed
thetile cityLity both with horses and chariots
and a battle was imminent it was
turbulent times with israel then worse
than itisit is with us now the defending
army was a very small one and the
heartonheart of themhd young man befantobesaubesan to falter
ilehe could not see now the few of israel
were goinggoin to prevail their
numerous enemies whereupon
elishaellsha prayed and said lord I1 pray
thee open his eyes that hebe the young
man may see and the lord opened
he eyes of the young man and he saw
nndd behold the mountain was fullfall of
horses and chariots of fire round about
elisha rearfear not said the prophet

for they that be wwithith us are more thinthan
ttheyhey that be with them 11

now it is so with us exactly all
thet e fathers who have gone belorebefore the
prophet joseph and haruro tbthe AaposADOSos
ties and patriarchs the elderelders chhigh
priests and hosts of others say noth-
ing10 of the fathers of our generation
hundred of years back are all
around us waltingwailing and watchI1lnrimIII
and anxious to see ilsus go forward andana
triumph so that we have realreallylymoremonemore
forfon us adao against us the divefive
millions to the contrary no
ing thereforeewewe harenohave no occasion
to letiet our hands hang down from fear
olour knees tot rembieenotnot a bit of it
on the contrary 1I tell you my breth-
ren and sisters that oneono ofof the great-
estst cvevilslisils existing in our midst todayto day
is that there are too many of us yoayon
may think that Is a bard saying butbat
inerethere are decidedly too many of us
there are people among us who are

ailall manner of sin and
transgresstransgressionlon people who drink with
or theted work during the coming year
thischis includes the following items in
llanthan work 21392159 chinese work at


