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PROVIDENCE seems to smile npon eur
gathering together for a conference at
this time. Indeed, as a people, if we
take into consideration all of the bless-
ings of our common salvation, we are
to-day highly favored of the Lord, in
every general respect. I think our
hearts ought to be moved by a sense of
gratitude for all of His many blessings
to us, both temporal and spiritnal.
Our brethren here have gone to and
improved the condition of their Taber-
nacle, so that we are very comfortably
gitnated. The singers, I think, feel
that they have got into the right place;
a good table is also provided for the
reporters. 1 take this opportunity to
invite reporters of any and all news-
papers that may be present, who wish
te do so, to come forward, take a seat
at this table and report the proceed-
ings of our conference. The only fa-
vors we ask at their hands is that they
will please report us correctly.

We have been striving half a century
to inform the world of the principles
of our faith, and we have not tired at
it yet; we arestill sending missionaries
to the four quarters of the earth. We
have sent them without stint of num-
bers to the people of this great nation,
the United States; have endeavored to
inform them ever sifdce the year 1830,
and especially since the endowment at
Kirtland in 1836, when the Apoastles,
Hich Priests and Elders went forth into
all parts of this nation, as far as per-
mitted, and as fast as they had oppor-
tunity, to inform the people of the
principles of our faith. But it scems
almost impossible to get to their ears,
and much less likely to reach their
hearts. It appears to have been easier
for us in an early day to receive that
measure which the Lord had revealed
for our benefit than it is now when He
is giving us so much that the new wine
cannot Ee received into the old vessels,
and if it could we do not know what the
results would e, In these our times,
some of the feeble and faint hearted
will no doubt think that because of the
efforts at persecution against us we
have reason to be very sad, to pulllong
faces and be cast down because we are
oppressed. Brethren, not so. Do not
think of it a minute. So long as we
are dealt with in a milder manner than
our Master was, we have reason to be
thankful, and ought to go on our way
rejoicing. So long as we are not dealt
with more harshly than our brethren
have been in former periods of time
and in this dispensation in which we
live, we have reason to be thankful.

We lament the absence of our breth-
ren of the First Presidency, and several
of the Council of the Twelve Apostles.
We would be glad and thankful if we
could have them all with us, Fut we
are pleased that so many of us can be
with vou as are here., We hope
that the conference will result in
strengthening the good resolutions of
every Latter-day Saint—n invigorating
the energies of all who are in anywise
afflicted, or oppressed with temptations
and trials of any kind. The Lord told
the brethren in his day—those whom
He appointed, laid His hands upon and
urdaFned to the Apestleship—that this
would be their heritage; that they
would be vilified and hailed to prison,
and that men would think they were
doing God service intaking theirlives
from the earth. And, said He, is the
servant greater than His master? No.
He told them that when they experi-
enced these things they were to lift up
their heads and rejoice; for great was
their reward in heaven. Therefore, we
have the assurance that if we are true
and faithful we shall suffer trials and
temptations as they did in former days,
and as Joseph and Hyrum and the
brethren of the Apostles, with a host
of Elders, have done in these Latter-
days for the principles of the Gospel.

These things, however, should not
move us, or they should only, if they
move us at all, strengthen us to stand
true to the holy faith of the Gospel, to
the principles, ordinances and insti-
tutions which the Lord has revealed
unto us. We may expect to meet op-
position on every hand, but our op-

sition may come in a different form
rom what our brethren have formerly
had to endure; we should, however, be
armed with the spirit of divine truth,
s0 that we may comprehend our duty
under every circumstance and every
condition in life. I know some of the
brethren feel that it is a very serious
thing to be cast infto prison. Why, there
is many a thing worse than that. Itis
a thousand times better to go to prison
than to deny the principles of the Gos-
l, and to be forsaken of the Holy
pirit. What did Brother Brigham say
before he left us? When Congress
passed the law of 1862 I heard him
make this remark—rather startling at
the time—that a man who would not be
willing to pay his fine and take a term
of imprisonment for a real, good, vir-
t aous woman was not worthy of a wife
at all. Well, let us learn to lookx at
these things ina proper manner, and
be thankful that our conditions are no
worse. Letus look to God continual-
va; He will guide and control all things
or

the good of His people.
There is a portion of the writ-
mgs of the Apostle Paul to
the Ephesians that seems SO

appropriate to our condition that

may be able to stand against the wiles of
the devil.

but agamnst principalities, against powers,
against the rulers of the darkness of this
w;irid., against spiritual wickedness 1n high
aces.

pWheretura take unto you the whole ar=
mor of God, that ye may he the to with-
stand in the evil day, and having done all,
to stand.

Stand therefore, having your loins girt

plate of righteousness; _
And yvour feet shod with the preparation

of the Gospel of peace; '
Above all, taking the shield of faith,

wherewith ye shall be able to quench all the
flery darts ot the wicked. _

Ani take the helmet of =alvation, and the

sword of the spirit, which 15 the word of
God.
Praying always with all prayer and sup-
plication in the spirit, and w=aiching there-
unto with all perseverance and supplica-
tion fér all Saints.

I have read these words because of

present condition and circuinstances,

I feel, in attempting to address the
Saints, & very great degree of helpless-
ness, and of dependence upon the en-
lightenment and aid of the Holy Spirit
in order that I may speak toyoua short
time unto edification; feor without the
spirit of the Gcmget the Holy b‘fpirit of
divine truth, w ich is sent forth to
testify of God and of tee truth to the
hearts of the honest in the earth, our
labors will be of very trifling account.
But if we have the aid and help of that
Spirit, then we may be edified and re-
oice together as the children of God—

th he that speaketh and he that
heareth.

It would seem that after the very
elaborate and comppehensive epistle
that has been commupfieated to us by
our brethren of she st Presidency,
in which they seem tp cover many of
the circumstances whifch now attend
upon God’s people, agd in which they

80 give to us such, ywerds of exhorta-
tion and instruction ae, if followed by
us, mast not only make s understand
better our condition, but know better
how to occupy our peditions with
credit to ourselves and to the accept-
ance of God our Heavenly Father—I
say it would seem, after reading that
epistle, and having it impressed upon
our minds, as [ am sure it uust be up-
on all who listé€ned In spirit and in
truth, as if it were scarcely necessary
that anything more should be said to
put us right in regard to ourduties and
give us understanding concerning them,
or stre in the periormance of them.
But we each ot us have a testimony of
the truth of the Gospel and of the work
of God .to bear to our brethren and
sisters, ahd 1 feel a desire myself, in
common with my brethren, to coms=-
municate such things as may be given
to me, 80 that we may be encouraged
in the work in which we are engaged;
that we may feel our good resolutions
strenzthened within us, that we may
be led to realize in whose name we
trust, in whose strength we stand, and
that we may be able also to realize, as
the Apostle Paal did, whea he wrote
“We wrestle not agail tlesh and
blood, but against principalities and
powers, against the rulers of the dark-
ness of this world, against spiritual
wickedness in high p:aces.”

Our condition is a very peculiar one
inregard to this nation, and vet it is no
more strange or peculiar than has been
the condition of God’s people in other
ages which are recorded in history for
our comfort, encouragement and coun-
solation, Therefore, I feel this morn-
ing iike speaking a little about the na-
tare of that which is called crime
which is charged upon us.

We are told by mehh in hizh places
that it is the highest duty of good citi-
zens to render obedienee to the laws
of the land in which we live. Now, I
can scarcely believe that any professor
of religion—any hoflest religzious pro-
fessor of any Christian denomingtion
in these United States—can honestly
and solidly endorse ,that sentiment,
much less any one who is clothed with
the ermine and is honored with a seat
upon the judicial bench; yet it is from
judges that we hear this. A great
apostle of the law, the greatest, the
ablest and most popular delineator ot
the law from the days of Justinian of
ancient Rome down until his day, was
the renowned Mr. Blackstone himself.
When portions of various nations bad
settled together 10 the island of Great
Britain—some from the nerthern states
of Scandinavia, others from Brittany,
and the different parts of the Ger-

the laws of those countries for the
purpose of having them assimilated,
s0 that those people who ~am: frowmn
their various countries shoull have
one established usage of law for the
regulation of all their civil and crim:-

their difficulties with each other,
the learned Chancellor Blackstone

the alembic of his intelligent andi
powerful mind brought forth and
enunciated his views of the law. These
views have been held to be the ba<is of
all legal administration; the funda-
mental principles of jurisprudeace
among all Christian nations ever since
he published them.

is celebrated geuntleman who is
considered to this pre<ent day as one
of the greatest, if not the very greatest
legal light of the age, laid 1t down
El;;nl*r and emphatically that man

no right o make any laws cuntmr{

to or in conflict with the law of God.

For we wrestle not against flesh and blood, | :
F radence of every nation were derived

about with truth, and havingz on the breast-

distinguished apostle of the law; ang
furthermore,he held thatthe laws which
should regulate or constitute the juris-

rom and based upon the laws revealed
'iiy God through the Prophet Moses.

his gentleman stated and laid down
48 a fact that the Ten Commandments,
the ancient law of God, were held by
nim to be the basis, and fundamental
principle of all law, justice and ad-
ministration that should be had among
the human family., He claims that as
the basis of his work. Then no man
who i< a true lawyer, after the order of
the celebrated Blackstone, can say in
truth that it is the hizhest dutyof a

their remarkable adaptation to our|

man or Saxon nations and had enllected

nal procedures in the adjndication of |

undertook this great task, and from

good citizen that he should observe in

ail things the laws of tae land,unless it
| be first established that those laws are
consistent with the laws of God.

Now, then, wherein are we trans-
gressors? 1 wish to call your atten-
tion to this a few minutes, because I
desire my brethren and sisters to
understand whenever they are called
in question before the tribunals of this
nation — I waut our boys and

girls that are growing wup around
us to understand what is the nature of
that which is called crime, which 18 al-
leged against their fathers, and in
which their mothers are participants.
It was mnever alleged against us
as men of Israel, as ‘**Mormons,” if
yon ﬁlease. that we were violators, or
had been, violators of any law of the
land until July 1862, It was
never proven and cannot now be shown
that we, as a people, were violators of

any law of the land whatever. In 1862,

a law was enacted against bigamy, or
kpnlygﬂ.my. The tera: bigamy had al-

ways been used before, but now it was
coupled witn polygamy in order that it
mizht be made to reach, and be under-
stood by everybody as intended for,the
Latter-day Saints.

Now, then, to come at the matter in
question, what is the crime,if any there
is, in this doctrine of heavenly mar-
riage as we hold it, the doctriae of the
<¢ternal covenant of marriage, incident
to which is plurality of wives? When
we arried our wives at the first—we
! were New Englanders, Britons, Scan-
dinavians, &c.—we were married until
death should us part. That was e
period for which we made contract,
whether we went into the church and
had the ordinance soiemnized by an
ecclesiastic, or whether it was done
before a justice of the peace, judge,
or any civil magistrate. When the law
of God came, vefure the doctrine of

ithe eternity and plurality of marriage

was taught to us, the Lord gave us a
revelation, in a very early day, in regard
o members of other churches being
re-baptized. Some of them doubted

4the need of being re-haptized. They

said we were baptized into the Baptist
church; we were sprinkled in the
Methodist church, in tne Presbyterian,
in the Congrezational; why be baptized
again? The l.ord in answer to this

t question told His people that all old

covenants He had caused to be done
away: bat **behold!’ He said, *‘I give
unto you a new and everlasting cove-
nant.”” Therefore, all had to go forth,
who had been hagnized by men having
no authority to administer, and be bap-
tized by one who had authority, in tge
name of Jesus, for the forgiveness of
sins, and for admission into the Church
of Christ. By and by, when we had
walked before the Lord for a number
of vears, He revealed to us the laws of
marriage, Well regulated parents do
unot teach their children when they are
dandling them on their laps the naiure
of the covenant, or the ordinance, or
the duties of marriage. They wait un-
til they are grown up. It is proper
that they should wait until their chil-
dren have attained to years of judg-
ment, understanding, and perhaps to
the age of puberty. So the Lord, in
dealing with His children, did not
reveal this eternal covenant of mar-
riage untii ilis people had lived a while
in Keeping the first lawsand ordinances
of the Chureh, and learned to walk in
the light of th: Holy Spirit, and to
purify themselves from the various be-
setments with which they were attend-
ed when they went into the waters of
baptism, aud become better prepared
tor more exalted principles and traths.
Oue of the last great principles that
the Prophet Joseph was commanded of
(rod 10 teach us was the law regulating
the eternity of wmarriage; that, where-
, a8, we hal taken our wives only until
death should us part, we should now
understand that we were, while in
the fiesn, Jaying the foundation
for eterpal dominions, crowns and
exaltations; that oar wives and our
childred were given to us of Goed for
tue purpose of layiag the foundation of
Caking lom ; that we shall bave, if we
] are fattntul and obedient, the covenant
- of eteernal libe ourselves and the power
LTo sedl tne same upon our geperations,

' lhat they may become, as Abraham’s,
. ;jlw the sands of the sea shore for num-
er.

Tone Latter-day Saintsclaim to be
the children ot Abrabham, gand if
thevare the children of Abraham they
will do the works of Abraham. It was
i‘ditliuu“:furuwn and women from afl
parts of the world,who had lived iu the
monognic ocsler all their lives, to ac-
| ¢ept this doctrine of the eternity and
plurality of warriage. It was “‘a new
‘and everlasting covenant; and if ye
'abide not that covenant, then are yve
damuped, saith the Lord.””, This was the
obligation that was laid wupon the
Prophet Joseph, and, through him,

upon the true believers ot the Church
even all who were worthy to accept of

these obligations. It was herein that
the Elders and their wives extended
their faith, enlarged their obedience,
and accepted the terms of the new and
everlasting covenant, extending not
through time only, but eternity also,

Now, I ask, who is injured by a msn
taking a second wife, when the wife he
now has 18 agreeable and it is mutually
understood between her and him and
the newly aflianced; it being entered
into with a mutual understanding and
a mutual agreement accordiugto the
law of God—I ask, who is injured?

Wherein consists the crime of big-
amy? Itisin this. Whena man takes
one wife he covenants to adhere to her
until death do them part. He violates
that covenant when he takes another
woman, unknown to his wife; he thus
practices fraud upon her. This is
where the cripe comes in. Fraud is
perpertated upon his own family. I
want the old and the young to under-
stand it; want to come down to the
root of the matter, and find out and
show up what the crime is, if any, that
is charged upon us. This crime of
takinganother wife when a man bas
one is called bigamy, and there are
laws and penalties against it. With
the Latter-day Saints, there is no fraud
practiced, the second wife being ac-
cepted with the mutual consent of the
first, and in accordance with the
revelations of God. There I8 in
that no crime ., at all, unless some
law of God i» violated, or sowmebody is
injured in the matter. 1f this transac-
tion that 1 have just named violates
the law of God, or if it injures or in-
fringes upon the rights of a brother or
a sister, then there may be some ground
for pronouncing it & crime, but be-
lief in, and practice of, the eternity
and plurality ef the marriage covenant
do not violate the law of God, be-
cause He has commanded His people
to accept and obey it. Neither is it an
infringement upon the rigats of others,
neither men nor women, but gives all
women an opportunity to become
honorable wives and mothers, and thus
to shut out what is politely called the
social evil, withall its horrid concomi-
tants of seduction, feeticide, infanti-
cide and all the train of sexual mouo-
gamic evils which haunt and infest
Christendom,

If, then, we violate no law of God
nor right of our fellows,wherein, I ask
again, consists the crime- of eur
religious faith? It 15 in this: that
Congress forbids it; just as Darius for-
bade Daniel praying to (God, and be-
cause he persisted, cast hun into the
den of lions; the same as Herod caused
all the male children to be slain, hop-
ing vo kill Christ our Savior in his in-

flames because they worshipped the
living God rather than his idol. Where-
in consists tne crime of Daniel praying

Nowv. 11

are willing to take wives and supr
them rather than to indulge in 'Eopger’_s
dom and the like; and they said, **This
won’t do.” Hence they wentto work
and Sassed a law against us, that
would prevent us carrving out the
principles of our religion. [ want
these young boys and girls, as well as
the older ones, to know that God has
never fireu ns a law that was in con-
flict with any law of the land; but that
Congress has enacted laws to e us
criminals. * There is no crime in that
which we practice, inasmuch as no
man is injured, no woman injured, and
no person’s rights are invaded;
on the contrary, our people
are called wupon to HEI'GYM
a great amouant of self-denial and self-
abnegation,that all may be blessed,and
that the charity of the Gospel may be
extended to all the human family, as
God has designed and ordained. Thus,
we are not viclators of the law of the
land, but the law makers of the nation
make us transgressors. d com-
mands us to keep His law. The peo-
ple through their representatives say
| we shall not. That is all there is in it.
They undertake to say that we shall
not observe the law of plural marriage,
and. in consequence of this they are
hauling us to prison. Ouar outgoings
and incomings are watched by mar-
shals, so as to find something upon
which to bring us before a comuis-
| sioner or before a grand jury; not for
any crime we have done, but because
lwe have obeyed God, which Congress
has sald we must not do—making 2
law against us—wheleas we are v

lating no law,
talk agaiast

I do not love to
my fellow men; I sumply pre-
sent these things to you to show up the
real state of the case, It is nnpﬁ!ﬂ-
ans for me to say ghat the men of the
Congress of 1862, and that of 1882, were
not men of the most immaculate vir-
| tue. Itis understood throughoat the
iand that nowhereop this continent is
the practice of whoredow and of thé
seduction of women carried on to a
reater extent then in the city of
ashington, and by those men who
there to make laws against this peﬂpﬁr
Whatiattitude does it place the people
of this nationin, and the Congress ot
the country, 10 rejation to us and this
law we are undertaking to keep? Why
as soon as the Lord has esmblluhed
His Gospel and covenant, the spirits
of the other world are seeking to come
and dwell among us; they desire &
arentage among the Saints of the
iving God, where they can be wel-
cm?ud with ,filial love and not repulsed
by feeticide, where they can be brought

fancy ;the same also as Nebuchadnezzar Tﬂﬂrﬂi“!ﬁ'g“l’ﬂm the Father's
cast the Hebrew children into the | €nce,

up in the fear of God, witha hope of

res-
without being lost by hrood-
guiltiness or other crimes while in
mortality. .
How do you think the spirits con-

to the God of Israel? Simply because | template the necessity of a birth in

King Darius forbade him doing it.

hat constituted the crime of the
Hebrew children in worshiping
God of Heaven? Solely becanse Nebu-
chadnezzar commanded them to wor-
ship tne golden image,which they would
not do. What is the intrinsic nature
of our crime in believing and practic-
ing the eternal covenant of plural mar-
riage as reveal®d by the Almighty, and
as we are commanded to do? Simply
and =olely this: Congress passed a
law makipg it a penal offense to do so,
This is all the criminality there isabout
it; and the question remains for each
one to answer, Shall we obey God er
man?

What is liberty—the liberty that yon
and I and all men are entitled to enjoy?
It is that we do not violate the law of
God, or that we do not infrinze upon
the rights and liberties of our fellow
creatures. That is true liberty. Upon

that hang also the law and the prophets. | P

In the establishment of this princi-
ple of the Gospel, the marriage cove-
nant, it is intended only for God’s
pEDﬁ}lE, and not for the people of the
world. They ao not want it. They
would like to have that liberty whic
is not liberty buat license—by which
they can continue and perpetuate se-
daction and adultery among them—
keep up their houses of prostitution
and their places of assignation. [tis
a part of the business of both high and
low to keep going this degradation
and destruction of the female portion
of the race, and it 18 because the peo-
ple of (od have taken a course that

the nations of the earth where so much
harlotry and whoredom exist? |

the | you this very presumption of

country in which welive, that we shal
not have these children to dwell in our
midst and bear the name of Christ in
the earth, is a presumption against the
very heavens, and against those spirits

of the just who are waiting to be made
Hertflect. through their sufferings in the
esh. -

Ah! =ays one, you folks in the moun-
tains, numbering only one hundred and
fifty thousand to two hundred thous

and, neeu not talk in that kind of waj,
for here is a grea¥ nation of fitty-fin

millions of people who say yu

| shall not do this thing, or, if you

do, ‘'you cannot have a home
with us, Well, we will admit that
ahout two hundred people of the
United States say to every one of the
Latter-day Saints say that we must
ut away this doctrine, or we cannot

dwell in this land. Well, that is a ter-
rible majority against us; but let us

look at this a little. I do not
think that we need be very
badly scared. You recollect at one

timme a young man was with Elisha the
Prophet when a large host compassed
the city,both with horse= and chariots,
and a battle was imminent. It was
turbulent times with Israel then,worse
than 1t is with us now, The defending
army was a very small one, and the
heart of thé young man began to falter.
He could not gee now the tew of Israel
were going to prevail asainst their
numerous  enemies. Whereupon,

‘every righteous woman may have an |Elisha prayed, and said, *‘Lord, I pray

henorable husband, become an honor-
able wife and have a position in the
family and household, that our breth-
ren are hailed to prison; because they
are true and faithful to their families;
hecause they have taken wives in or-
der that they may rear up.children,
have & generation to bear their names
and their priesthood, and to become a
people devoted to the living God.

I want to say ia this connection, as 1
wish all vo understand it, that when
we adopted this principle by the rev-
elations of God there was no law in
the land against it. Understand js,
brethren and sisters.  Buat it is now as
in ancient tnues, when the captives of
Judea were carried into abylon.
Their captdrs found excellent qual-
ities in them, as some Say now
they like our mdustry, our entemprise
and our virtue **‘outside the marriage
relation,” but we want you to put
away this commandment of the Lord
and *“*become like us,” **be as we are,”
then we will like you, and we wiil be
hail felilows well met.

The representatives of the country at
Washington have discovered some-
thing or other in these mgantains that
is displeasing to them; th®t we are in-
creasing; that we delight in our chil-

thee, open his eyes, that he,’’ the youn
man, ‘“may see. And the ﬂord opene
he eyes of the young man; and he saw:

nd, behold, the mountain was full of '
horses and chariots of fire round about
Elisha. Fear not,”’ said the Prophet,
**for they that be with usare more than
t.hbe‘y that be with them »

ow, it is so with us exactly. Al

the fathers who have gone belore, the
Prophet Joseph and Hyrum, the A
tles and Patriarchs, the Eiders, igh
Priests and hosts of others, say noth-
ing of the fathers of our generation
hundredsd of years back, are all
around us, waiting and watch
apd anxious to see us go forward
triumph; so that we have really more
for us thar azainst us, the filty-five
millions to the contrary notwithstaud-
ing. Therefore, we have no occasion
to let our hands hang down from fear,
orour knees te tremble;not a bit of it.
On the contrary, I tell you, my breib-
ren and sisters, that one uf the greai-
est evils existing in our midst to-day
is that there are too many of us. You
may think that is a hard saying; bat
there are decidedly too many of us.
There ure people among us who are
committing all manner of sin and
transgression—people who drink with
for the work during the coming year.

dren, and do not take measures 10

revent their cumiug forth, as is very |
requently done in the world; that we
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