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gre yond without a knowledge olof
the of the gospel

atifa was9 demonstrated no longer
thanjhan a week ago when according
to ata call of those who pre-
sided over this church the latter
day stints8 biinte in nearly every part of the

where the gospel had a foothold
and where there was an organized
branch so far asae we knew fasted met
together and contributed their offer-
ings with a view to complete the tomtern
pie in this city nobly did they come
forward and hebe now testified in re
gard to that gathering in which he him-
selfelf participated that the peace the
power and the spirit of our heavenly
father were present and reports fro 11

all parts a3 far as received were to the
vaineflame effect

one of the chief purposes of
this movement was that the way
might be opened up more fully to
spread the principles of the gospel and
make them applicable to the dead as
well as the living in order to obtain
information tato enable them to comply
with this god given i of the
saints many of their number made
sacrifices left their business and
homes and visited foreign lands
from whence they came endeavoring
to obtain genealogical information
concerning their progenitors then
entered into gods holy house and per-
formed work in their behalf and
howbow great and glorious a work kt waslwas
Theriere many however who not-
withstanding the efforts that they put
forth to accomplish the desires of their
hearts totowards the fathers in this re-
gard were yet unable to doanythinganything in
this direction because their way was not
opened up they could not obtain the
requisite knowledge regarding their
progenitors but the lord hadbad other
means that woul I1 no doubt be devel-
oped in time to come and we were near
that time now for by processes that
were not ordinarily visible numbers of
people hadbad already been assisted in ob-
taining informationInform atloatio to enable them to
carry forward this labor

under the gospel of the son of god
asaa we understood the family organiza-
tion was made perpetual as well as
complete under this eternal law for9the1 law of god was necessarily eternal
partaking of his own nature where
the sexes were united in marriage it
was not only till death did them
part but the contract was formed for
this life and for the life in the great
beyond ft last for ever and ever
those who were born under that
eternal contract were the children of
parents in eternity as well as here
we were latter day saints because
this glorious view certainty and
promise lay before us

the signssigna of C christaarista second comingscoming
were multiplying on every hand all
the conditions were here at least in
their incipient stages all things
human appeared to be in commotion
as he predicted would be the case
men were being divided into classes
animosities were being engendered
bitterness aandnd violence were spreading
over the face of the earth and eveeveryry
thing pointed to the time when there
should be a gigantic and revolu-
tionary upheaval there were
earthquakes famines I1inn divera
places and great disdistress and
perplexity of nations in fact all that
christ foretold was here and we an j

that in the nations of the
world at large thesetheae things would in-
create until he whose right it is to
relga should come ard dwell in the
midst of his people to reg ulolo auman
afaffairslatra according to hiship

there were people who claimed to be
christians and yet said that christ waswaa
no more tha i a mere man they
robbed him of his divinity or said
that he was not god how any per-
son could take this position and main-
tain it from a christaanChrtChrist lan standpoint
was beyond his own comprehension
because christ himself declared
that he was the son of
god andard this statement perme-
ated aan his teachings those
who surrounded the lord jesus
christ in his ministry so designated
him in his presence when his
disciples informed him of the numer-
ous popular conjectures regarding his
identity he turned to peter and said

whom do ye sayany that 1I the sonSOD of
man am thou art christ the son
of the living gid 21 was the ready
response jesus commended the
apostle for his declaration telling him
that be was blessed in consequence of
possessing this knowledgeknow lege as litlt had nonot
been communicated to him of man
but by revelation from god

all the philophilosopherssophera religious moramoralI1
and scientific admitted the VoteDpotencycY
beauty and force of christchristisIs teachings
they have not been approached in
grandeur and efficacy by the exposi-
tions of any being known to historyhjstory
while his personal goodness is placed
beyond the reach of question his
selfmelt abnegation reached the greatest at-
tainabletai degree of perfection all this
is admitted even by those who hold
that christ was not a divine being
that he was not the sun of gidgd that
he was only a good man

this repudiation of his divinity
lais utterly incompatible with the
theory of his goodness because
he himself claimed to be divine the
son of god this claim perme-
ated all his teachings and he listened
to declarations to that effect from his
followers without an attempt to cor
root them he on thehe contrary con-
firmed them by hisbig own statements
A goo I1 man cannot possibly be an im-
postor a deceiver a hypocrite the
teachings and example of the savior
were specially and tremendously di-
rected against deception and fraud
hisells career exhibit I1 the fact that he
could not claim for himself a position
that was not genuine ile his ex-
alted intelligence precprecludeludel the possi-
bility of his making an error on the
subject he spoke and acted like a
god he did not have in Ama heart the
resentment under injuryury which char

prized num amcy ouibut
traits of a superior being while in

fillsa mortality under the mostmoat tantstanta V

dazing audand trying conditions this
was demonstrated when he gave hlahis
life for the cause of truth and salvation
in his dying moments he vied in
reference to those who crucified him
father forgive them they know not

what they do
one who had a grot dis ne in history

was credited with having made a state-
ment in relation to the divinity of
christchrist a man who was not credited
however with many religious pecu-
liaritiesliari ties he referred to the great
napoleon when in banishment on

the island of st helena tiefie asked
montholenMont bolon this question who was
jesus christ Mont bolon did not re-
ply and napoleon proceeded

1I will tell you alexander ceasar
charlemagne and myself have founded
empires but our empires were founded
on force jesus alone founded his em-
pire on love and to this day millions
would die for him I1 think I1 under-
stand something of human nature and I1
will tell you all these were men and I1am ft46 inmanan jesus christ was more than
man I1 have inspired multitudes with a
devotion so enthusiastic thaitha they would
have died for me but to do this it was
necessary that I1 should be visibly present
with the electric influence of my looks
my words my voice who care for me
now removed as I1 am from
the active scenes of life andfrom the presence of men who would
now die for me christ alone across the
cham of eighteen centuries makes a de-
mand which is beyond all others difficult
to satisfy he asks more than a fathercan demand from his child or a bride
from her spouse or a man of his brother
he asks for the human heart he will
have it entirely to himself he demands
it unconditionally an I1 forthwith the de-
mand is granted wonderfulWonderfull in de-
fianceflance of timelime and space the soul of man
with all its powers and faculties becomes
an annexation to the empire of christ
this phenomenon is unaccountablestable it isaltoaltogethergeher beyond the scope of mansmana cre-
ative powers time the great desnoyerdedei
is powerless to extinguish this sacredsacred
flame this is what strikerej me mot
this is what proves to me quite conconvinc-
ingly

vino
that jesusjeans Cchristh rist is god I1 I1

there were many today some per-
haps among the latter day saints
who became infidels not because they
had investigated the truths which
show that god must exist and thathe under certain conditions speaks to
hisfilm children but simply because they
had not done so it was related as
having occurred in this city that a
lady said she hadbad outgrown mor
monism asam it was called by the
world the subject of god was being
talked about and after having made
this statement she turned to a member
of the church and asked if he could
explain something about the nature of
the I1 mormon god thereby showing
that she hadbad grown out of or claimed
to have grown out of something she
knowknew nothing about

it aso besbecomingoming with
some people to be unbelievers in the
divinity of christ this waswaa a dan-
gerous position it seemed to him that
the litterditter day saint at all worthy
of the name who hadbad no god given
testimony of the truth should never
restreef until he or she had obtained a
witness for himself or herself until his
or her feet were placed upon the rock
of truth when theyfaily could saygay they
kaw that christ was their redeemer
andana that they would see him again on
the earth if they obeyed and kept his

fclaw
may god help us to be firm

and true and live in communion
with the that we maybemay be
able toward oft the subtle insinuations
of those who auldw uld havehavensus reject
that which we kaow to be of divine
ororgingin repudiate our lord and savior
jesus christ the son of the living
god

the choir sang the anthem
god be merciful unto us andana bless us

the benediction by
elder wm L binder


