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grest beyond without a kEnowledge of
the fulness of the Gnepel,

Tiils was demonstrated no longer
.than a week ago, when, according
to 8 call of those who pre-

wlded over this Church, the Latter-
day Baints in nearly every part of the
world where the Gospel had & foothold,
and where there was an organized
branch, so far as we knew, fasted, met
fogether, and cointributed their offer-
ings with a view to complete the Tem-
ple iu this city. Nobly did they come

orward; and he now testified in re:
gard to that gathering In whigh he him-
gelf participated that the peace, the

ower and the Bpirit of our Heavenly

ather were preswunt, and reparts fro n
all partg, 83 far as received, were to the
same effect.

One of the chief purposes of
thia movement was thai the way
might be opuned up mnore fully to
gpread the princlples of the Guspel and
make them applicabie to the dead as
well as the {iving. In order to obtain
information Lo enable them to comply
with thisa Qod-giveu missio of the
Saints, many of their number made
sacrifices, left their business and
homes, and visited foreign lande
from whence they came, endeavoring
to obtain genpealogienl information
concerning their progenitors, then
<ptered into God’s holy hous= and per-
formed work in their behaif., And
how great and glorious a work it was!
There were many, however, who not-
withstanding the effu:ts that they put
forth to accomplish the desires of thelr
hearis towards the fathers in this re-
gard were yet unable to doanything in
‘this direction because their way was uot
opened np. They could not obtain the
requisite knowledge regarding their
progenitors. But the Lord had other
mesane that woul i no doubt be devel.
oped in time to come, and we were near
that time now; for by processea that
were not ordinarily visible numbers of
Pwople had already been assisted in ob-
‘tainlog informatio to enable them to
.carry forward thie labor.

UUnder the Goapel of the Son of Gou,
a3 we understood, the family orguniza-
'tion was made perpetual as well as
complete. Under this eternal law—for
the law of God was necessarily eternal,
partaking of Hla own nature—where
the sexes were united in marriage, it
was Dot only ‘till death did them
part,’’ but the contract was formed for
‘this life and for the life in the great
beyond, to last for ever and ever.
Those who were born under that
etornal contract were the children of
parents in eternity as _well as here.
We were Latter-day Salnts because
this glorious view, certainty and
promlisge lay before us. *

The pigns of Christ’s second comlog
were multiplying on every hand., All
the conditions were here, at least in
their incipient stages, All things
human appeared to bhe o commotion
-ag He predicted would be the case.
Men were heing divided into classes,
animoeitles were being engendered,
bitterness and violence were spreading
gver the face of the earth, and every-
4hing Polnted to the time when there

should bhe & gigantic and revolu-
tionary  upheaval, There were
earthgnakes, famines 1o divers
places, and great dijstress ‘and

perplextty of nations. In fect, all that
Lhyriat foretold was here, and we an-
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ticlpated that in the nations of the|

world at Jarge these things would in-
crease, uutil He “whose right it is to
reigu®? should come ard dwell in the
midst of his people, to regulate human
aflaire, according to His divine law.
There were people who glaimed to be
Christinnsand yet said that Christ was
no more tha: a mere man. They
robbed Him of His divinity or eaid
that He wae not Qod. How any per-
son could take this position and main-
tain it from a Chrisflan standpoint,
was beyond his own comprehension;

pecause Christ Himself declared
that He was the San of
God, and thiz statement perme-
ated ull His teachings. Those
who surrouuded the Lord Jesus

Christ in His ministry so designated
Him in His presence. Wheu His
diseiples informed Him of the numer-
ous popular conjectures regarding His
identity, he turned to Peter and said:
“Whom do ye pay thut I, the Son of
Man am??? “Thou art Christ the Son
of the living Q»d,* was the ready
response. Jesus commended the
apostie for hiy declaration, telling him
that he was hlessed in consequence of
possessing this knowlege, as )it had not
been communpicated to him of man,
but by revelation from God.

Alil the philosophers, relizlous moaral
and zoientifie, admitted the potency,
beauty and force of Christ’a teachings.
They have not been approsched in
grandeur and efficacy by the exposi-
tions of any heing known to hjstory,
while his personal goodness is placed
beyond the reach of question. His
self-abnegation reached the greatest a'-
tainable degree of perfection. All this
Is admitted even by those wlio hold
that Christ was not a divine being;
that Xle was not the S8on of Gid; that
He was only s “‘good man.’?

This repudiation of His divinity
I utterly incompatible with the
theory of His goodness, because

He Himself claimad to be divine—the
Bon of (God. This claim perme-
ated all His teachings, and He listened
to deolarations to that effect from Hias
followers without an attempt to cor-
rect them. He, on the contrary, con.
firmed them by his own statements.
A goo ! mau cannot poesibly be an im-
postor; a deceiver; a hypocrite. The
teachings and example of the Bavior
were gpecially and tremendousiy di-
reoted agalpst deception and fraud,
His career exhibite i the fact that He
could not claim for Himaself a position
that was not genuine, while His ex-
alted {ntelligence precludel the possi-
bility of His making an error oa the
subject, He spoke and acted like a
God. Hedid not have in his heart the
resentment under injury wlich char-
amerized humanity, bnt exhibited
the traits of a superior being, while in
his mortality, nnder the most tanta,!
jlzing and trying conditions. This
wns demonstrated when He gave His
fife for the causeof truth and aslvation.
In His dying momentas Hs gried, in
reference to those who crucified Him:
“Rather forgive them, they know not
what they do.”?

One who had & grest on ne in bistory
wag credited with having made astate-
ment jn relation to the divinily of
Christ—a man who was not credited,
however, with many religions pecu-
liaritiesy he referred to the
When in banishment on

i

great |

the island of 8¢t Helena he asked
Montholon this question: *“Who was
Jesus Christ??? Montholon did not re-
ply and Napoleon proceeded:

“I will tell you. Alexander, Csesar
Charlemagne and myself bave foundn(i
empires. Bul our empires weore founded
on foree, Jesus/alone fonnded His em-
pire on love, and to this day millions
would die for Him. I think I under-
stand something of human nature, and I
will tell you, all these were men, and I
am 2 man. Jesus Christ was more than
man. I have inspirod multitudes with a
devotion so enthusiastic thay thoy would
have died for me. But to do this it was
necessary that I should be visihly present
with the electric influenco of miy looks,
my words, iny voice. Who cares for me

now, removed as I am, from
the - actlve seenes of life .and
from the presenco of men? Who would

now die for me? Christ alone across the
chasm of sightesn centuries makes a de-
mand which is beyond all others Qifficult
to salisfy. He asks more than a father
can demand from his chijd, or a bride
from her spousc, ora man of his brother.
He asks for the human heart. He will
hawo it entirely to IHimself. He demands
it unconditionally ani forthwith the de-
mand i8 granted. Wonderfull In de-
fiabee of time and space, the soul of man
with all ita powers and facnlties bocomes
an annexation to the empiie of Christ.
This phenomenon ia unaceountable; it is
altogo her bevond the scope of man’s gra-
ative powers. Time, the great destoyer
i3 powerless to ex‘inguish this maore
flame. This is what strikes me most.
This i3 what proves to me quite convinG-
ingly that Jesns Christ is God."

There were many today, some per-
hape among the Latter-day Saints,
who became Infidels not because they
bad investigated the {ruths which
show that (God must exist, and that
He, under certain cenditions, speaks to
H1s childreu, but simply because they
had not done go., It was related ag
having occurred in thie city that a
lady said she had outgrown “Mor-
monism,”” am it was called by the
world. The subject of God was being
talked about, and after having made
thig statement, she turned to a member
of the Church and ssked if he could
explain something about the nature of
the **Mormon’’ Qod, thereby sliowing

Lo have grown out of, pomethiug she
knew nothing about.

it wes beeoming fash!inable with
spme people to be unbelievers in the
divinity of (lhriast. This waa a dan-
gerous position. It eeemed to Lim that
the Latter-day Baint at all worthy
of the naine who had no God-given
testimony of the truth, should never
rest until he or she had obtained a
witness for himaelf or berself, until his
or her feet were placed upon the rock
af truth, when they could say they
kngw that Chriat was their Redeemer
and that they would see Him agaio oo
the earth if they obeyed and kept His

law, .
May God help na lo bhe firm
and true anod live inm communign

with the Almlghty, that we may be
able toward off the subtle insinuations
of those who wiuld have us reject
that which we kuow to be of divine
origin—repudiate our Lord and Savlor
Jesus Chrigt, the Son of the liviog
God.

The choirssng the anthem: o

God be mercifal unto us and bleas us.

The beuediotion waspronounned by

Elder Wm. L. Biudear.

that she had grown out of, or ¢claimed *




