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A RINGFUNG OF CORAL ROCK

the following letter from a young
missionary in the society islands to his
father and mother who reside in weber
county utah will be read with much
interest

OTEPA HAO october ath 1894

isles
it is with much pleasure that I1 cast

away all thoughts of missionary duty
and the responsibilities of my office and
calling and say hello once more
you cannot imagine how good it feels at
this distance from home miles
which is equal to ten times the distance
from utah to england or germany
when we consider mail facilities and
allow ones thoughts to wander where
they will in contemplation of home and
its associations it is a luxury which itif
indulged in too ottenoften becomesbecoats as produc-
tive of injurious results as that of eat-
ing too much pie I1 have been blessed
with wonderful control over myself in
this respect thus far so much so thatchilt
time has never yet been heavy on my
hands or seemed slow in passing
though I1 get home it will be the
day tthathat I1 have been looking forward
to for years

your letters of march aith april
waymay and june most of them
written over two years after my depar-
ture from the land of milk and honey
reached me adyth august aoth and
september ath some of them being
days or over five months en route
they were about a month coming
miles and the other three months com-
ing the remalremainingning soo miles when
they reached their destination they
found themselves outside of the pale otof
civilization which is my present resi-
dence a place few white men have ever
seen

the people here have a different lan-
guage0 altogether to the Tahiti ausgagthoughough most of them understand some
tahitianTahiuan we do our preaching in the
tahitian languallanguagege as their languagelanguageisis
not a written language and the bible is
translated into the tahitian but iinn
conversation we navehave to understand
their unwritten language or else not
understand all hao lies about miles
east of tahiti and is visited about one
or two times a month by some trading
sloop so that we hearbear from the outside
world once in a wwhilehile

hilohao like all the retrest otof the
isles is circular in shape place a finger
ring on the table think of the space
outside the ring as the billowy ocean
and the space inside as a lagoon rang-
ing from ten to several hundred feet
deep think of the narrow edge of the
ring as land and you have hao all in a
nutshell the ring of land being from
twenty leetfeet to a block wide

this land Q is composed entirely of
rock there is not a handful of soil on
the island to be sure there are some
sandy places but it is mostly all coral
rock cocoanutsCocoanuts and a few non food pro

trees grow freely and theleathe sea of
course yields abundantly of fish the
latter and cocoanutscocoanuts are the only native
ffoods worth mentioning by reason
however of there being pearl shell in
the lagoon frfor which the natives dive

sometimes going as far as feet
down and which brings a good price
theyare enabled to buy a little flour
etc to keep body and soul alive if
you people cannotcannot sit down to the table
without having pie cake fruit or pud
ding etc cry hard times and actually
ththinkink you are hard up were to come
down here and see what a native lives on
for a month or so the cry of hard times
would be heard of no more for in-
stance if you had cooked all your
food on a bonfire as I1 have
done for months and as the poor na-
tives do all the time you who lie on
soft beds ride in carriages or buggies
street cars and eat pie might well cry
hard time and say were hard up

would you like to know how I1 live
here then I1 will tell you of a fefeww
items though to tell you all would
hii 1 e a book of considerable size we
arisearise from our bed which consists of
pinene boards at a m and eat aanchaunch of bread when we have it or go
without when we it and hot
water or mormon tea as it is known
here at 7 a2 in we are at school we
have 10 15 ap20 or 50 pupils men and
women the latter number when the
people are gathered from all parts 0off
the island we have them commit to
memory and explain verses of scrip-
ture

Pand though you call us heathensathenshe
we can find and quote more Sscripturevp ture
than you civilized saints can we re-
peat a sentence and they repeat it after
us in chorus this process being carried
on until they can repeat the verse them-
selves methinks I1 hearbear you whisper

it must be tiresome upon which
point I1 have nothing more to say than
the words of paul that tribulation

patience looking at it in
this lichtlight it becomes a ii e a
school for us and if we learn our les-
sons well we will be rewarded for paul
further says that patience ex-
perienceperience and experience hope and
hope not ashamed in one
hour and a half we are ththroughrough witwithh
school unless they want to stop another
hour and talk over scripture which is
not infrequent then if it is my turn to
cook which comes every other day I1
put our boy to work he is the
best on the island and we build
a bonfire bake our bread on
some rocks or fry it if we have
fish grease or lard lay our fish on the
burning embers and by io10 or 1030 a m
we have dinner that is french fashion
and we are in france now dinner over
there are sick to be visited there
may be only thirty or forty in the
vilvillagelige vetat there is always someone
down sick there have been six deaths
here during the last two months out of
a population of about four hundred or
thereabouts most all of their ills are
disorders of the stomach due to irregu-
lar living we then have a few hours
to ourselves unless we are interrupted
by some native coming in with a mannas

thought or question which we
spend inin studying the language reading
scripture andand newspapers and letters
from home and in hunting new material
for sermons at 3 p m we have testi-
mony meeting or school again we
have two of the former and six of the
latter per week fourfour meetings on sun-
day and fromm thirteen to fifteen per

week testimony meetings genegenerally
last from one and a half to three hours
everyone saying something and all one
subject some opportunetime and some sotnot
then supper must be cooked after
which we visit the saints and the sick
singing and conversing and talking
scripture with them

our people are of course slow to
learn but it keeps one hustling to find
somethingsol new to talk about that usis
suited to their understanding speaking
of the sick people reminded me of asaa
incident that occurred several weeks
ago which will serve to illustrate several
characteristics of my friends one of
our sisters gave birth to a child and
soon after her breast began to gather I1
made a poultice of hardbard tack and con-
densed milk which we callcal by the digni-
fied title bread and milk poultice
and this I1 placed upon the afflicted
member leaving some more for future
use A few minutes later my companion
frank cutler passed by and saw that

her breast was baretbare their common
working dress being a lareu sheet
tied around the loins our suspicions
were aroused so we called next morn-
in

mom-
in

morn-
inging aldand inquired was that good medi-
cinec altaaita no said her hus-
band that medicine that was
food yes said his wife it was
sweet food by inquiring further they
confessed that as soon as I1 was out of
sight they took the poultice from her
breast and ate it and what was left for
another poultice also if a basket of
fish is caught and brought in at mid
night they will all get up make a bont
fire and eat raw fish while some is cook-
ing and never rest till all is gone then
go back to bed again I1 have made
several voyages on schoonschoonersnersqs the tastlast
year or so and upon these occasions I1
had the opportunity to eat food cooked
on a stove but the opportunity was Asas
much as I1 could stomach because these
little vessels roll and pitch so much that
a few minutes suffices to turn one inside
out it is pretty good totb be on land if
land is only rock

but enough of nonsense I1 suppose
you want to know how I1 am feeling I1
reelfeel thankful to have had the experience
through which I1 have passed I1 am
proud of the opportunity to be waging
war against evil ignorance and super-
stitionstition I1 often feelfeet to rejoice that awasI1 was
sent to a heathen countryaj though I1
often feetfeel otherwise too and by com-
paring characteristics traits and cus-
toms I1 am led to think that there are
many he athens dwelling under the cloak
of civilization I1 am inin a peculiar conn
try and among a peculiar peopeopleplo the
people here have treated me well and I1
never think of them without a sigh torfor
them in their straightened circumstances
they do not know what comfort is we
utah people do not know what poverty is
any more than they know what comfort is
the poorest man in utah is rich com-
pared with them I1 am doing as as
I1 can expect under the circumstances
nearly two and a halt years have passed
since I1 left my utah home and its dear
associations and my experiences duringdurin
that interval have been many and varied
but whether riding in the elegant
modernmodem railroad car and dining at oisefine
hotelshotels or being tossed upon the mighty
deep inin a little boat or sleeping upon a
matMat of leaves I1 look barkback to the days
spent among my friends in hooper and
elsewhere with fond remembrances and
look forward with joy to the day when I1


