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¥ OUR SUBSCRIBERS in the country
can at any time ascertain the date on which
their subscription expires by referring to
the numbers attached to their name on
their paper, i. e., 1-9-3 means first day,
ninth month,third year,or October 1st, 1873,
15-2-4 means February 15,1874, &ec.

Those names having no numbers close
with the end of the volume,

Subscribers understanding this will be
ubie o repew their subscriptions prior te
the time: of expiration, 8o that their papers
nay eontinue without interruption. -

THE PRESIDENT'S MESSAGE

The Finaneial Crisis—The “Virgin-

ins™
Ty the Sznale and House of Repre
senfalives:

The year that has passed since
the submission of my last message
to Congress, has, especially the lat-
ter part of it, been an eventful one
‘o the country. In the midst of
great national prosperity, a finan-
eial erisis has occurred that has
brought low the fortunes of a great
many. - Political partizanship has
almost ceased to exist, especially in
the agricultural region; and’ the
capture upon the high seasof a ves-
sel bearing our flag has, for a time,
threatened the most serious conse-
quences, and agitated the public
mind from one end of the ecountry
to the other, 'This, happily, now
is in the course of a satisfactory ad-
justment honorable to both the
nations concerned. |

Relations with Foreign Powers.

Therelations of the United States,
however, with most of the other
nations continues to be friendly and
cordial. With France, Germany,
Russia,ltaly,and the minor powers,
with Brazil and most of the South
American republies, and with Ja-
pan, nothing has oeccurred during
the year to'demand special notice.
The correspondence between the
departments of State and the vari-
ous diplomatic representatives in
or fromy these countries is transmit-
ted herewith. -

The Vienna Exhibition.

In executing the will of Con-
gress, as expressed in its joint reso-
lution of the 14th of February last,
and ‘in aeceordance with the provi-
sions of the resolution, a number of
practieal artizans, of scientific men,
and of honorary commission, were
authorized to attend the Exposi-
tion at Vienna, as commissioners
on the part of the U. 8. 1t is be-
lieved that we have obtained the
objeet which Congress had in view
when it ed the joint resolution
in order to enable the people of the
U. 8. to participate in the advan-

of an international exhibition
of the products of agriculture, man
ufactures, and the fine arts, to be
held in Vienna. I take pleasure in
adding that the American exhibi-
tors have received a gratifying
number of diplomas and of medals.
During the exhibition a conference
was held in Vienna for the purpose
of eonsultation on the systems pre-
vailing in different countries for
the perfection of inventions. I au-
thorized a representative from the
Patent Office to be present at Vi-
enna at the time when this confer-
ence was to take place, in order to
aid, as far as he might, in securing
any possible additional pretection
to American inventors in Europe.
The report of this agent will be
laid before Congress.

China—The Coclie Traflic.

It is my pleasant duty to an-
nounce to Congress that the Em-
peror of China, on attaining his

. for fifteen millions five hundied

Ject to the future disposition of

 the basis indicated by

e

majority, received the diplomatic
representatives of the western
powers in person. An acecount of
these ceremonies and of the inter-
esting diseussion whieh preceded
them will be found in the docu-
ments transmitted herewith.

The accompanying papers show
that some advanee,although slight,
has been made during the past year
towards the suppression of the infa-
mous Chinese coolie trade. I 're-
commend Congress to inquire
whether additional legislation be
needed on this subject.

The Geneva Award.
The money awarded to the U. S,

Geneva was paid by Her Majesty’s
government a few days in advance
of the time when it would have
become payable according to the
terms of the treaty. Incompliance
with the provisions of the act of
Mareh 3rd, 1873, it wasat ence paid
into, the treasury; and used to re-
deem, so far as it might, the publie
debt of the U. 8., and the amount
so redeemed was invested in five
per cent. registered bonds of the U,

thousand dollars, whiech is now
held by the Secretary of State, <ub-

Congress.

I renew my reecommendation,
made at the assembling of the last
session of Conzress, that a commis-
sion be created for the purpose of
auditing and determining the
amounts of the several direct losses
growing out of the destruction of
vessels and their eargoes by the Al-
abama and the Shenandoah after
leaving Melbourne, for which the
sufferers have received no equiva-
lent or compensation, and of ascer-
taining the names of persons enti-
tled to receive compensation for the
same, making the computations on
the Tribunal
of Arbitration at Geneva, and that
the payment of such losses be au-
thorized to an extent not to exceed
the award of the Tribuual at Ge-
neva. :

The Boundary Quﬁstlmh

By;ithe act approved on the 14th
day of. February last,; Congress
made provision for completing,
jointly with an officer or commis-

sioner to be named by her Britannie
Majesty, the determination of so
much of the boundary line between

left incompleted by the eommis
sioners appointed under the actof
Congress of August 11th, 1856. Un-
der the provisions of this act the
northwest water boundary of the
U. S. bas been determined, and
marked in accordance with the
award of the Emperor of Germany.
A protocol and a copy of the map
upon which the lire was thus

submitted here. - I alzo transmit a
copy of the report of the comnris-
sion for makinzg the boundary be
tween the U. 8. and the British
possessions west of the Lake of the
Woods,and of the operations of the
commissioners during the past sea-
son’s sure s, whicﬁl have been
made to a point 497 miles west of
the Lake of the Woods, leaving
about 350 miles to be surveyed, the
field work of which can be com-
pleted during the next season.

Briiish Claims Commission.

The commission organized under
the provisions of the treaty of Wash-

by the Tribunal of Arbitration at|J

the treaty, but it is understood that

of April,1865, and it is known that

the territory of Great Britain as was |

marked are contained in the paper |

Salt Lalke Cily, Wednesday., December 10, 1873.

this award against the U.S. I have
caused to be communicated to the
government of the King of Italy
the thanks of this government for
the eminent services rendered by
Count Contias, the third commis-
sloner on . this ecommission, for the
dignity, learning and impartiality
with which he discharged duties
requiring great labor and constant
patience, to the satisfaction, I be-
lieve, of both governments. 31

Cleims of Allens.

I recommend legislation to create
a special ccurt, to consist of three
judges, who shall be empowered to
hear the claims of aliens upon the
United States, arising out of acts
committed against their persons or
property during the insurrection.
The recent conference under the
treaty of Washington was confined
to the claims of British subjects
arising during the period named in

there are other British claims. of a
similar nature, arising after the 9th
other claims of a like nature are ad- H
vanced by the citizens or subjects
of other powers. It is desirable to
have these claims also examined
and disposed of. The distinguished
representative of her BritannieMaj-
esty at Washington,has kindly con-
sented, with the approval of his

early {mssiug of an act apprépriat- |
Ing the amount necessary to pay

‘naturalization convention with

T Extradition and Hmnhﬁtlm

Treaties.,

Since the adjournment of Con-
gress the following treaties with
foreign powers have been proclaim-
ed: A naturalization econvention
with Denmark,;a convention, with
Mexico for renewing the Claims
commission, a convention of friend-
ship, commerce and extradition
with the Orange Free States, and a

Equador.
Postal Commissions.

I renew the recommendation
made in my message of December,
1870, that Congress authorize the
Postmaster General to issue all
commissions to officials appointed
through his department.

I invite e earnest attemntion of
Congress " the existing laws of the
United States respecting extradi-
tions and the eligibility for nation-
ality by individuals. Many eitl-
zens of the United Btates reside
permanently abroad with their|
families. Under the provisions of an
act approved February 10th, 1855,
‘““the children of such ns are
to be deemed and taken to be eiti-

zens of the United States; but the | g

rights of citizenship are not to de-
scend to persons whose fathers

— e
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Innd define when and how expatri-

ation can be accomplished, to -
late by law the condition of Ar:an‘e‘;-
iean women marrying foreigners,
to fix the status of children born, in
a foreign country, of American
parents residing more or less per-
manently abroad, and to make
rules for determining such other
kindred points as may seem best to
Congress, -
The Spani h Republie, )
In comphanee with the request of
Congress, I transmitted the
American Minister at Madrid, with
instruction to present it to the
nish Government, the joint res-
olution approved on the 3rd of
March last, tendering to the people
of Spain, in the name and on
half of the American people, the
congratulations of Congress upon
the eflorts to consolidate, in Spain,
the principles of universal liberty
in a republican form of govern-
ment. The existence of this new
republic was inaugurated by strik-
ing the fetters from the slaves in
Porto Rico. This beneficent meas-
ure was followed by the release of
several thousands of persons ille-
lly held as slaves in Cuba. Next
the Captain was deprived of power
to set aside the letters of his superl-
riors at Madrid, which had pertain-

never resided in the United States.
It thus happens that persons who
have never resided within the
United States have been enabled to

government, to assume the-arduous
and responsible duties of umpire,
and to lend the weight of his ¢har-

may not receive the acquiescence

respeclive governments. .
The Achezn War.

Offieial information has been re-
ceived from the Duteh government
of a state of war between the King
of. the Netherlands and the Sultan
of Acheen. The ofticers of the U..
S. who were near the seat of war
were instructed to observe an impar-
tial neutrality, and it is believed
that they have done so. 3

Mexiean (ommission.

The joint,commission of 1863, un-
der the convention with Mexico,
having again been legally prolong-
ed, has resumed its business, which
it is hoped may be brought to an
early conclusion.

¢ Ralds into Texas.

The commissioner appointed,pur-
suant to the authority of Congress,
to examine the nature and extent
of forays by trespassers from Mexi-
co upon. the herds of Texas, have
made a report, which will be hand-
ed you for yourconsideration.

Yeunczueln.

The Venezuela government has
been apprised of thé sense of (Con-
gress in regard to the award of the
joint commiscioners under the con-

expressed in the act of the 25th of
February Jast. It is apprehended !
that that government does not rea-
lize the character of its obligations
under the convention, There is
reason to believe, however, that its
hesitancy in recognizing the same
springs, in part at least, from real
difficulty in discharging its obliza-
tions to other governments. The
expedieney of further forbearance
on our part is believed to be worthy
of your consideration.

Judieizl TPower of Foreign Consuls.

ington for thesettlement and deter-
mining of the c¢laims of citizens of
either power against the other, aris-
ing out of the acts committed
against their persons or property
during the period between April
13th, 1861, and April 9th, 1865, made
its final award on the 10th day of
September last. It was awarded
that the government of the U. 8.

her Britannic DMajesty, within
twelve months from the date of the
award, the sum of $£1,929,819 in
gold. The commission disallowed |
or dismissed all other claims of
British subjects against the U. 8. |
The amount of the claims present-
ed by the British government, but
disallowed or dismissed, were un-|
derstood to be about vinety:three
millions of dollars. It also disal-
lowed all the claims of the U. 8.
against Great Britain which were

:

| veferred to in it. T recommend the

should pay to the government of|jn that quarter, under the freatv of

The Ottoman government ~and
that of Egypt have latterly shown
a disposition to relieve foreign Con-
suls of the judicial poweirs which,
| heretoflore, they have exercised in
the Turkish dominions, by organ-
izing ether tribunals. As Congress,
however, has by
the discharge of judicial funetions
by the Conzuls of the United States

1830, I have not felt at liberty, for-
mally, toaccept the present change |

republic.

without the assent of Congress, |
whose decision upon the subject, at
as early a period as may be conven-
ient, is earnestly requested.

Dominican Protectorate.

I transmit, for the-consideration
and determination of Congress, an
application of the Republie of Banto
Domingo to this government to
exercise a protectorate over that

acter and name to such decisions as{ the Government under whose pro-

of the arbitrators appointed by tl:ula;'1

S

vention of the 25th of April, 1868, as |

law: provided for|P

‘zens of the United BStates may

put forward pretensions to the pro-
tection of the United States nst
the claims of military service of|

tection they were born and have
been reared. In some cases unna-

their birth to remain there, and
their ehildren, the issue of a marri-
age contracted there after their re-
tvi;rn, and who have never been in
the
claim to our protection when the
elapse of many years has imposed
upon them the duty of military ser-
vice to the only government which
had ever known them
Until the vyear 1868 this mission
was left embarrassed by the con-
flicting opinions of eourts and of
Jurists, to determine how far the
doctrine of perpetual allegiance,
derived from our -former eolonial
relations with Great Britain, was
applicable to American citizens.
Congress then wisely swept the
doubts away by electing that
| declaration, instruetion, opinion
order or decision of any officers of
the government which denies, re-
stricts, impairs or questions the
ri?ht of expatriation, isinconsistent
with the fundamental prineiple of
this government. But Con

has it since done so, what acts are
to be deemed to.work expatriation.
For my own guidance in determin-
ing such questions,l have required,
under the provisions of the consti-
tution, the opinion in writin
principal officer in each of the exe-
cutive departments on
questions relating to this subject.
The result satisfies me that further
legislation has become necessary.
I therefore eommend the subject to
the careful econsideration of Con-
gress, and I transmit herewith
copies of the several opinions of the
principal officers of the executive
departments, together with other
correspondence and information on
the same subject.  The United
States; which led the way in
the overthrow of
doctrine of perpetual allegiance,
are among the Jast to indi-
cate how their ewn ecitizens may
elect another nationality. These
papers, submitted herewith, in-

dicate what is necessary to
lace us cn a r with other
leading nations in the liberty

of legislation on this international
question. We have already in our
treaties assented to prineciples which
would need to be embodied in laws
intended to accomplish such re-
sults; we have agreed that citi-

c¢ease to becitizens, and may volun-
tarily render allegiance to other
Powers ; we haveagreed that resid-
edce in a foreign land, without in-
tent fo return, shall of itself work

time necessary for such intent. I

turalized citizens of the United|
- States bave returned to the land of

United States, have laid |

|
personally. |

aAny | direction of u?pmiun
2| maintenance o

gress
did not indicate in that statue, nor |

of the |
certain |

the feudal |T®8

expatriation; we have aﬂ'aed in
some instanc,en, upon the ngth of | cbgn

ed to his office since 1825, the se-
questriation of the estates ofj Amer-
ican citizens, which had been the
cause of long and frequent corres-
pondence, were ordered to be res-
tored to their owners. All these
liberal steps were taken in
the face of violent opposition
directed by the reactionary
slave-holders of Havana, who
are vaiulf striving to stay the
march of ideas, This has termina-
ted slavery in Christendom, Cuba
omly excepted. Unhappily, how-
ever, this baneful influence ha
thus far succeeded in defeating the
efforts of all liberal minded men in
Spain to abolish slavery in Cuba,
and in preventing the promised re-
form in thatIsland. The struggle for
political supremacy continues. Thp
pro-slavery aristocracy in Cuba is
gradually arraying itself more and
more in open hostility to and in de-
fiance of the home government
while it still maintains a political
connection with the republic in the
peninsula, and although usurping
and defying the authority of the
home government, whenever such
usurpation or defiance tends in the
or of the
in Madrid and re 4 e 5
power in Ma and recogn Yy
the government. This is an ele-
ment more dangerous to continued
colonial relations between Cuba
and Spain, than that which inspir-
ed the insurrection, it is an element
opposed to granting any relief from
misrule and abuse, with no aspira-
tion after freedom, commandingno
sympathies in generous breasts,
aiming to rivet stronger the shack-
les of oppressive power in Cuba,
and, under professions of loyalty to
the mother country, it is exhaust-
ing the resources of the Island, and
is doing acts which are at varianée
| with those principles of justice,
liberality and of right which give
nobility of character to a regmblib.
In the interests of human tﬁl, of
civilization and of progress it to
be hoped that this evil influence
may soon be averied.
The “Virginius.”
The steamer Virginius was, on
the 26th day of Sept., 1870, dul
istered at the port of New Yur{
as a part of the commercial mari
of the U. 8. On the 4th of Oc¢
ber, 1873, having the certificate of
her register in the usual legal formi,
she sailed from the porft of New
York, and has not since been with-
in the territorial jurisdiction of the
U. 8. On the 31st of October last,
while sailing under the fiag of the
U. 8., on the high seas, she was
forcibly seized by the Spanish gun-
boat ZTornado, and was carried into
the port of Santiage de Cuba,
where many of her ngers and
crew were inhumanly and, at
as related fo those who were ci
zens fof the U. 8., without due
process of Jaw put to death. Itisa
well established principle, aszerted
by the U. 8. from the beglj'nn of
our national independence, re-
ized by Great Britain and other
maritime powers, and stated by the
Senate in a resolution passed unan-

invite Congress now to mark out

imously on the 16th of June, 1838,



