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It was therefor with a bint heat
and UfSifis step thAl she deeeendetf the
sonooi-roox- a stairs, mud peeslnx throcjhthe nar ro. corridor that united the two
heaaes, - ioUn4 Mr. Van ? Dora's
luxurious and well-appoint- ed drawinz- -
room.

EJwaxi Win thro p's handsome face
wm clouded with care, m he roee to
greet the lady of hie love whoee palcnM ana btt evenas tola s
which needed no explanation.- Virginia, aeareei," nesaia wila a
fains sCori at a smile, "this is sad news
Indeed, Mm. Van Dora tells mm thai
yoa am ordered horn. and I I most
join cay resiment next weak.

'Yoa nave volunteered than
Edward aba aaid, drawlnx rather
coldly back from hie half embraoa.
"tiurely 700 mlzht have pared me
that."

"Jijr darling, it wae impoaiihla re--
pued torn young man nrmJy. vyoy.
what a eraven-nearte- d coward I should
be, to ill at home at im when oar
country need every strong arm and
stoat neart for hr deence. The
hauling: down of that flag at 80m tar,'
he continued, walking rapidly op and
down the room ae he epoke, ,4haa eat
tne owoa oomng in my veins to uu
extent thai nothing bat a rebel bayonet
will cool 11 down again. Tha villain,the Ttlliaiaal to
dieaonor the flag that oar forefather
boagbt for us with their heart's blood!
Forgive met Virginia, he added more
calmly, "forgive me, dearest; I did not
mean to wound your feelings -

"It matters very little, hul ward," re
piled the gLrl.la alow sad tone; 'ail
moat beat end. now tetween ns two,
NYlth mjr father and brother in the
Southern army, there .is no way that
you an 1 I can ever be sag tit bat strma
gere to each other.'

Yee, Virginia, there Is one way ' re-

plied the young man pasalcnatsly.'Be mine,my wile, now, at once, with-
out delay or heaitaUoo, be mine. , ...We
can be married at my father's hoes,and then, dearest, oux home, oar coun-
try, our intereets will all be one, and
thie rending asunder of heart and soul
need never take place. Oh dear one!"
he whispered, as ha drew her to his
tide with toe gentle sheltering geetare
so dear to woman's heart, 'be parsoad-e- d,

laava all and cling to me, and
beUeve me, yoa never ehall regret it."

For a moment the lore that "was
strong within her overmastered erery
other feeling la Virginia's heart, and
she glanced up lovingly and half con-sentln- gty

into hsr lover's face; the
next, her Southern blood was up In
arms, and springing back from his am
brace, she dashed th tears from her
eyes and exclaimed; while the blood
roshad in torrents over face and seek.

"dhame on met for allowing my
selflsh Jots for you to blot out the
memory of my own native Btata, and
the heaven-bor- n Jostlco of her cans.
No, Edward, until the South la frea, I
will never again listen to words of lore
even from your 11 pa. Perhaps better
days may come," she said In a softened
tone-a-s she glanced op at Win thro p's
grave, sad face; "mean time we have
both our work to do, and moat try to
forget ourselves and each other. Good-b- y,

and God bleea you." aba addad,
extending her hand, which Win throp
took and pressed repeatedly to his tips.

Then, without anothsr word, withoal
even turning his head for a last look
the strong man passed out into the
gloom and darknees alone.

II.
Four years have dona their work

since Virginia Fairfax and Edward
Wlnthrop parted; yean in which one
inceeeant drum-ro- il has sounded
through the length and breadth of our
land. Armed men have sprung up from
plough and forge, from loom and wheel,
from deek and counter, and done as
gallant service as evsr did baited knightor doughty squire in the days of chiv-
alry loo g pas. During thoee four years,
the soil of Virginia has been saturated
with blood, and her moan tains and val-

leys, hsr plains and villages, havs
echoed and re-ech- oed with tha roar of
artillery, the clatter of horsemen, and
the clink of eahree. Bat now tha end
of the war la nigh; from East and
West, from North and South tha vast
armlea of tha North hava gathered
round tha city of tha seven hills, which
is doomed 00 eoon to fall. ' '

It was early in March of 1S6J, that a
Federal prisoner tossed mUesaly apea
his bed of straw in one of tha wards of
tha Idbby Prison, wfcila tha hospital
nurse, a superannuated nsfesaV poised
in and out. ud and down, closing the
eyee of the dead and administering the
lew remedies preecahaa for tna living,but doing nothing whatever to relieve
tha mortal agony of thoea who had
languished long on thoee hospital
pallets praying for death. : - ""

"For tha love of Heaven, give me a
drop of water to cool my lipa,' said the
man. as the ancient negroes glared
vindictively upon him, ana passed bins
ny.

At this moment tha door opened; and
a heepital sister, whose young fair faea
had lost all Its roondnssa of outline
and freshness of coloring In thoee years
of sorrow and privation, paaeed up tha
ward in the direction of tha suHaru's
bed. --

j-
-

"It's ' a nsw one come in last night,Mis Vhrgy," said the nana, "and JL
reckon he ain't got no mora . to bear
than he'e richly earned; baUei not
wasta none of your good things on each
poor white trash as him, honey. ' Keep
it for our own boys want it a whole
heap more." ,

And th woman looked grhdioiiyat tha Small basket Virginia carried la
her band. . , -

Well, there's no need to stifle them.
Aunt Phlills," she replied in a raxed
tone. "Open tha window and let in
tha fresh air from tha river. Tha ward
la worst than tha Black Holt of Ca
cutta,"
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