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to thb people; hast continued from
that day to this increasing with our
growth; and we expect, that it will
stljl continue , to manifest. I itself
against ust . until-,- ; the king-
dom of God .shall triumph in -- the
earth, and Godr ther Jtigteous Judge,and be, recognized, and
their rights acknowledged. We
well understand the rcaton why this
people are a reproach to the world:
they are,; sq 1 high aeoval them in
morals; and t in: the printjiplea of

to know nothing else, except Jesns
and Him crucifled;I am determined
to see, .first ,the kingdom of God
and His righteousness.7' Aud then
Other things coma in right enough.In fact we are told that if we do
seek first the kingdom of heaven,
all other things shall be added.
This was the promise of the Savior
unto His servants; and in one sense
it cornea with , greater assurance to
the Latter-da- y faints than to thoee
of former day a, because this is a dif-
ferent dispensation, it If the dispen-
sation : of the . fulness . of times.
When this promise was made it was
neverthleas well known to Him who
made It, that the kingdom would be
destroyed out of the earth: : Sua
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and beaT off the printfble of Ui
Gospel in this wicked and un toward
eeneratian..' ltTeaolrea'some test.
and the Lord will have that kind o(
people .that Jle can teij on. Be
coalJ not beetowJila kingdom in Its
power and follnes, in ifca:mJLe;Iit and
glory upon a people whom He did
not know had Bufflcient tnteerlty to
hold sacred that which had been In
trusted to them for Him and His
cause.'

have often Leea'asked the qtiei--J
tlon, "When will the kingdoui be
civen into the hands of the -- Saints
of the moat high God;' and I rihave
always answered H in thU waj:
joas o. soon aa the Loid flnda tbat
He has a people upon the earth who
will uphold and sua tain that kinc--
dum, whg shall be found capable of
maintauiing its interests ana or ex
tending its influence upon the earth.
When He finds tnat lie nas such a

wiS not turn It oyer into'tbe lap ef
the deyU then, and uot ontll tnen,

bands or tne eaxnu jr me most
high, in its power and influence
when it anan mi tne wnoie eartn.
The promise Is. that the kingdoms
of this world shall become the king
doms of oar God and His Christ;
and it shall be given to tne saiats
of the most high, and it shall stand
forever. That Is when ire may ex
pect it, and we could not reasonably
expect It any sooner. ' Therefore, It
aepenas, in a greav measure, upon
the people tnemserves, as to now
soon tne kingdom spoken or , py
Daniel shall be given Into the hands
of the Saints of God. When we
shall prove ourselves faithful in
every . emergency that may arise,
and capable to contend and grapple
witn every dirncuity tnat threatens
our pesos and welfare, and to over-
come every obstacle that may tend
to impede the progress of the Church
and Kingdom of God upon the
earth, . then our heavenly Father
will have confidence In ua, and then
He will be able to trust us. And it
is the Lord's will that should
be se. And if . we, as a peo-
ple .do .not hold . onrselvee
on the altar reaay to te ueea,
with our means and all that God
has bestowed npon as, according
to tha Master1-- blddln?, for
the upbuilding of ; His f kingdom
upon ; tne eartn, h . . win
pass on -- ana get someooay eise:
because He will get a people that
will do it. I do not mean to say,
that He will nass on and leave this
people; no, there will come up from
the midst of this people tnat people
which Has been talked so much
about, for the kingdom will not be
taken from us and given to 'another
people; it --is too late in the day, as it
has already commenced to grow,
and it is growing and will continue
to grow. This Kingdom of God has
been of rapid growth, although we
may .think aometlsoes' that it IS
slow, that the purposes of the Al.
mighty are Being siowiy develonedi
but the- - time will, come that, this,
people will look back, say forty years
hence,: .and. exclaim how wonder- -

ruiiy, now rapiaiy nas tne anngaom
progressed, and how powerful has It
become in the earth! We can , look
back to-da-y from the time - that, we
were located in Miasoarl and if any
man had predicted the progress that
we nave maae since, ne woaia nave
been considered somewhat enthusi
astic to say the least of it: and he
could not possibly have foretold by
hla own natural roreaignt tne pro-
gress and the prosperity that nave
attended the labors of the people,
and the strength and power that we
have Attained onto in so short a
time. Therefore, we may take cour
age and preea onward, and. continue
to sustain tut noiy prmoipiee nas
have been - revealed In our day for
our reformation and salvation. For
these principles tend to reformation
and they will produce . tne greatest
reformation thatGod has undertaken
to bring to pass among the children of
meat. When wa consider tne nature
of this work and its results among
men. it would- - oe quite proper ' w
call It a rerormatlon. . It Is reforma
tion and it is restitution; It brings us
back to first principles; it brings ns
back to the purity of the most holy
faith; it la also reformation from the
status bi tne Tu-uo- r ami noai ui
evils that are prevalent in the earIK

The woria nave lorsasen moo.
they have not the least" true "co-
nfection of the attributes of the Del--

thfiv know no more about the
true and uvmg uoa tnan tnoseiamp- -
posts do. They go Diunaering aiong
worsblDDlnz an imaginary uoa, a
something that they know nothing
at all about.; Their teacners -- are
bhncLasvso His true character,
the ceoo!e are blinded by their
teachers, and they seem to be satis
fled with their condition. They talk
about their colleges.their theological
seminaries and their -- Institutions of
learning; they are simply maohinee.
the bodv without tne spirit; it as not
possible fot them to furnish a line
of Scripture, they : never nave since
the apostles reu asleep, ana tney
never will down to the end of time.
It is not in them; it cannot come
out of them. Why they openly de
nounce all belief la revelation from
God --the very life-givin- g element
of all scripture, as nothing but that
can produce, scripture. - The Bible
itself was made np by. revelations

mm
to
m

the servants of uod from time to
time." Men spoke as they were
momd nnrm bv the Holv Ghost, and
it was written for the banent or
posterity, and i became the word of

A nmlmm all ulnflL than beeA
no further light; the heavens have
hit rinsed, and no communicauon
has been made to the "gentlemen of
the cloth," ncr to anybody eise or
this generation until the Lord re-
vealed Himself and spoke to Joseph
Smith. , A.nd wby did Ha spaas, w
him? Una reason 9 was- - necauaa
ha nraved to the Lord in faltn, De--
Hevins that He would hear, him.
Tha; religions .

of hi time ho caw
t rremany, they disered, ana eacn
rimmed to be the rliht way of the
Lord. -- He did not know which to
Join, and yet he wanted to espouse

one among the many thatSen existed.. And he was "In this
mfmtm inf mind when rarf!n Hne
writings of the Apostle-- James, wliS

lemva. - if any or yon lack wisdom
lei him ask.ofGod. that giveth to all
man tiberallv. and nnbraideth not:
and It shall be given him. He ap.
riroached the ixrd with an nonest
heart, and the Lord heard his pray
er. He Himself, together with UU
Ean. arpeared to him. and amonf
other things that he was told 09
that ooca&ion was te not join any a
the eectsaira churches, tstat none
of them wece rlht, that Lfy were
the systems of men and not the
rrttem.cf Cod. r And Jczs-b- .

Ua t:r-::;t- y to tzi i: ana cf cr:;
tue enmity of prcvesslng CridUan
ltr, and especially of the "genttsmea

wnose craii was at
and Ceir tzlraoslty

ELDER DANIEL H. WELLS,

the Assembly llcdl. Salt Lake
City, Friday .Morning,

; General Conference),
October 6 th, 1882.

REPORTED BY Q. F. QIBBS.

It is with a degree of pleasure that
1, Biana Deiore you to-da-y to bear my
testimony In regard to the tratba
that wo have beard, tb. --trnths of
the everlasting tioopel for I know
that "Mormontem" la Just aa true
to-d- ay aa it ever was, and that God
nas not forsaken His people, we
live, It ia true, in an eventful age
when the worda of the Frophets are
being fulfilled: when - the God of

?,PkHw, kiBgdom m
TUfcnntM?wnrVria
pliehed through the instrnmentality
of Uis children: that those who live
in this day and rage will have the
privilege of beloft the 'honored in
strumenta In the hands of God of
brlnBingtq pass His purposes, of
estabtianing . his kingdom never
more to be thrown down, if we will
let the Lord work , with ua, if we
wjl cnly work with Him, If we will
be obedient to His laws and work
under His direction.r.We have been
reserved from coming forth In the
spirit world until that day when
the everlasting Gospel should be es-
tablished, that "We might have the
privilege of bearing a hand in this
great work, this glorious work of the
last days. It is not a , haphazardmatter with the Jjord; everything Is
In perfect order In regard to this
matter. He knew vrhen He reveal-
ed His Gospel to His servant Josephthat Joseph would receive It; and
He knew there were those SDirits
npon the earth that would also re
ceive It when It should be presentedto them; It was rejected In the
days: of the Bavior; t they ; orndfled
um; tney drove tne Jfrleetnood

from the earth. The hearts of the
children of. men are of the same naj.
ture to-da-y, to a creator or less ex
tent; but there' are those that comf
forth In this day that receive the
Gospel when It it is presented to
them, whether the neonle of those
ages when the Gospel was not upontne eartn would Have ; received it. Iam ; not , prepared, ito-c- say;
Bnfflcsi .Jt. . Jotti say. wnen it
was not revealed, .they had not the
opportunity of rejecting It; and. that,
in uie economy 01 uoa, tnose wno
Would have received it when the op-
portunity was not aflbtded them In
the flesh, will receive it when It
shall bcrpresented to them In tha

We have been called.-an- d all naoi
pie are called to this ft M
said that many are: called and feware chosen. But all: hava - faMiri
called, and it is their blessed piivi4
lege to bear a hand to help, bear 68
tnls kingdom, if they ehoaa to do so;
and if tbey will be faltbful to thecan tbat la made, upon them, the
time will come when they will bjchosen Instruments to bear off His
kingdom . and in maintaining the
principles of truth and rigbteounessas revealed to us through the influ-
ence and spirit of the living God.'
Because It is the privilege of all to
hear testimony. Now, a. man's
Judgment will ofttlmes be convinc
ed , by the weight of ' testimony,whether he be willing to admit It or
not; wneiner ne is wining to ac
knowledge the Lord : publicly, mak
Ing a pnbllo profession of hla belief,

whose Judgment has been convinced
by the weight of testimony, who
have not been willing to admit the
truth of and make a pnbllo profes
slon of faith in the holy Gospel.'
When a person embraces the ever-
lasting Gospel which, by the way,
seems to bevery unpopular now,aa In
ouier-ages- ; wneiner is win continue
to be so I do not , know it requires
a good deal of , moral courage to tae-rifl-ce

his tssoolatlons la life, his
property, social standing and good
name, ana every mug that pertainsto this life that la considered worth
having. Still there are those spirits
in tne nesn mat nave tne courage
to do It; those that have the hones-
ty of heart to receive this testimony
and to stand Qp and bear It In the
faoaof every opposing - obstacle and
every, opposing fo-e- It is a, life's
labor for the Latter-da- y Saint to
live hh religion, to perform his duty,to fill up themeasure of his creation
with honor to his God and credit to
himself, Our religion

" is not a mat- -
of enthusiasm to work the mind nn
to a high pitch for an hour, a day, a
week; in some- - protracted meet
ing or under . some peculiar
influnece, but day by-- , day,week by week, month by month,
year , by year, as long as life shall
last, the Latter-da- y Baint does not
see an hour nor a moment that he
can afford to lay off the armor, of
rignteousness, wr. Jay aside his holy
religion. It Is he that endures to
the end tbat Is cromised salvation.
The word "endure" Is there; and we
may naturally expect to have to en
aure some things, uod will have
tried people; and all will ,be put to
the test in one way or another.
Some things will try tome people at
one time, ana win not try them at
another time. Borne things will trysome people, ana tney will Have no
such eflect on others. God leads His
people, through a srreat variety of
changes, that all mlxht be tried: and
you- - may depend npon it that all
wno come to una point in their trav
els ln the lonrney of : life, will be
tested te the heart's core. 1 have
heard some people say, Oh, I wish I
had been in Zion's Gamp, and
through tne persecutions of Missou-
ri: and I wish. I had been with: the
Saints In the dava ef Illinois ate.; I
can. nromise every Ijatter-da-y Samt

m - i a m a - a
that ia raitnrai, idu' cei wmt cxvs
mfflolent to try tin befera ha rsts
thfou2b,and the nearer datheiivea
to. his God, the more acre, perhips,tnat win ne madeCV wlllljbe.!rJfiV " h7!
aaain-uuuut- r --"l-lwill ba an oppartanlty for all people
to prove their Integrity to their God,

.i .i I.i.ui.. k.i. kutKwitothrj th. tToi
that we have espoused. If a person
is going to fly the track the moment
that difficulty arises, which it Is
necessary to overcome, what be-mm- ea

of his integrity, and where is
Itl It proves to God and to assLi
and to all rood men that fcsn hss not

I Integrity, does it notr It U to stas i
t firm and steadSat'fthfee "7

trial, toi nvcreexns) every, 0-.-- 2,

that brings the prise, allowing no
thing to iat rvera Denren m rn
the Lord, ct between, tie V : Tl tl -- t
wa haT ersorrslt tx i bcssx' W
mrt k trniv'Prth.oodwho, rr..-"- r

truth, and the world know tliat we
are their superiors In every respect
as far aS the fundamental principles
of life and intelligence are concern-
ed. The devil knows it, and he puts
it into the hearts of the wicsoa and
those who rdaeeived by. his cun-
ning, to hate ns for ' that reason.
Their" animosity Is not enkindled
against ns bacause'of our iniquity,
ror tney , cannot , put tneir , singer
upon a single line of .Iniquity chargameto the tatter clay ualnts, as. a
people.'' ' Not "but - what there'll
many a one who does wrong far
which he needa toCripent and do
his first works over again, or be sev--
eraa xrom tna cuurcu; not as ror the
church lis enemies cannot lay their
nnger upon the first.

' iniquitous.aaa a aa. a a a
tnmg nrougnt against it tnat can be
brought against It as true. The
fact is we are a reproach to them,
and they feel It; their anger is en-
kindled against ns on that acoount,
and hence they soak to destroy the
holy (Priesthood from oft the face of
tne eartn. wno Js it that invents
the .lies that are circulated about
thlsipeople? They are . begotten by
and become --the -- weapons of the
clerrv - of the present dav. ' and it
certainly is, aa it was said it should
be, man will believe a lie but reject
trnth; and this class or persons par-
ticularly Is engaged in trying to de-
stroy the work of our God, and the
righteousness of our God, as mani-
fested, through His people, and
through the authority of the holyPriesthood that is now among men,
Satan is anxious to trample It under
foot, as he has done before; but that
is something which, cannot be done,it is too late in the day. It has takl
en root downward, and It la beatingfruit n pward. uJt Is ; too strong to be
uampiea out. Though they may
bring fifty millions to bear' on tin.
what does It signify If they bringthe whole world, what difference? I
have no fears with regard to th
success of the Work of .God in thessthe last.daya, for-it- s success Is al
readyv established atts ,far las
we have gone, and there can be
no donbL , m. my.iinlnd, nei;ther ean there be in : yours, that lai
the Work f;GDd la .developed suc-
cess will aUend ar labors, even un4
til the iJavlaX-- snail come in mm
and glory to rule from the rivers to
the ends of the earth.' , I know this
and fio do you, and does all Israel.
The Lord knows it. and .the devil
knows It; and. thmt'a what's the
matter with; the clergy. rThls great
and marvelous work of th latter--

days- - will be prolonged or hastened
according to the , faith., and ; good
works ot .the people engaged in It.
f we pray, therefore.? the Lord to

hasten "Rla wnrkf tn ho.tan ' tha
time when Zion shall be built ud
ana reaeemea, .wnen tne great and
glorious, Temple shall be erected to
the name of the Most High-God

and When His glory hall rest upon
a w mo torn? 01 . a ciouu oy aay and
l nlllar of " fire bv n!chr. lat An

righteousness conform with our holy
desires; let us so live as to call down
the blessings) of heaven npon iua.For if we are faithful in all things,and are united, blessings cannot be
withheld from us; the Lord Is bound,
aocoromg to xne covenant, to bear
the prayers of Hie faithful children.we nave an example ta the Bxa of
Mormon of a man exercising such
exceeding faith that his vision could
not be withheld from- - penetrating
behind the Tail, when he saw the
person of the Lord and was there
redeemed from the fall. - The Lord
Is perfectly willing to bestow bless-
ings upon His people, and to estab-
lish His work upon the earth, Justas willing as Ills people' cr.n be to
nave him,-

- and whenever the-ti-me

cornea that He finds that He has a
people unon whom He - ean beatnw
these blessings, they will come. Wo
neea have no feara with regard to
that; and. In fact,; they do oemenow
as fast as we can receive them and
hold them In ; righteousness, and I
think sometioces, they oomer too fast
for a great many When 4 'have
seen men who have risen , to power
ana innuencetnrougn , wealth in
this Church, it seemed aa thonzh
the-Lor-d could not maka men rich
bus what they would grow fat and
kick the traces, and go to the devil.
Look at the history or such men
from; the tbeginntnr, and see how
they iiaveacted-- - IneVu have per
haps run fair for a, while, espe-
cially whilst M ibey f were In

somewhat destitute f t condi
tion '.s 4 regards this- - world's
goods; but as soon as they have be
come rich,' where are they7 All
along the line of jour history. as a
church, we nave seen- - them strewn

out of the church; Instance after in-atan- oe

I eonld recita within my own
knowledge, and iyoa weald know of
a ereat many more than I do. This
Is not necessarily so. rne remedy
to all such oases is the Aanae to-da-y

as that which applied to the young
man tbat came( to jesas.rnamely
"sell all that thou hast and give to
thoTJOor.and come and foil )wme:asdKn ah .If riA IrmdanrmM In Kunn..."TTlTfl. .11.1 UUU mm wim mm

That la the teat. If a man Is prosper-
edof the Lord, that Is no reason
why he should let his riches get be
tween him and hla Uoa; ir he does,
he will mske shipwreck of hla faith.
The Lord does hot care how wealthya man becomes, so long as he Jioids
his wealth for the building np of
Hla kingdom, and tot the carryingout of His puipoaea upon tne earth.
Bat when be becomes eovatoos. and
allow his means to get between him
and hU God, his 'richea become a
canter tq his rocl;-t- is "

fogies hla
God,! and Soon --ferrets- ther reason
why they were rive to him. In
stead of "voting .his means for the
purpose intended by the Lord in be
stowing taem npon mm, he arrrin
dize to himself, and . the spit it pf
peed ana cotetousness takes hold of
him. and he la then readv to swan
off his religion for filthy incrcv. He
neeomea eve.ous, and covetoc
nej!" is idolatry; he serves his
aalflan parpoaea Instead of
serving, the- - Xord. Jt --is

great rity for a man la this
tvMarch to get; riwh. if he cannot
told everythir 1 vsa . the alUr, to
be used, if necssarytfor God and his
kingdom. This Is the dnty of everytroa TAttfrIay Baint.- - The- - Lord
will strip men of eyerythin 2 it need
be to prove His scrvtnta. Indeed;msa have' to ttrin thmsslvcs f;r
this work In crJcr to tiiow that all
tUns else Are ,bci tf?oe, ccmrred
wHh,t"ia'titc:!Tdcy tf Christ... end
fie rri--:' . s. cf . v
itzt ta 1 3 r.Tril 1 ta l trrist l-- i

nla hujt, rf cx one I am ueteji&J

.SN3UQ1IH3PS3SSIL'J.S3l0in

now It - is not to be trodden out.
They will not be permitted to. cru-
cify the Savior of the world iwhen
He comes again, because then He
will come in power and treat eJory
and not as He did before; and the

ingaoms - ot uue worm wui ; ne
given Into the hands of the Saints
of.the Mostj High God, and theywill then become the wealthiest of
all , people,; lni' fact. the i only
realiyi wealthy ?, , . people , , there
wyi3t Deis but .then jiltj-i will
be - because they? Jiold lha 'king-
dom for God, because they and: all
they have are npon the altar ready
to ne used to bring about tne purpo
ses 01 tne.Aiora ana not because tney
seen-- to gratify tneir own seinsn de
sires, and to bring about their own
purposes, and to build themselves
up in this world. And there is more
true speculation . that promises a
rich reward In that than In any- -
tnmg eise tnan 1 can think or after
all. We cannot afford to swan off
our eternaweirare ror tne things of
tme world "things tnat perish with
the handllng."as some one has said.
This would be poor ispeculation, in-
deed. ;I i.. . ; ' F'

One of the purposes . for which; we
were placed npon this earth was,
tbat we might pass the ordeals' and
prove to God our faithfulness to the
principles of life and alvatlon.i To
pass the ordeals? Yea. All through
life, from the eradle to the grave,we have .trials and difficulties to
encounter. We anffer affUctlom that
is permitted to come npon us,which
is Incident to thla life the lose of
parents, thsr lots of children, I the
joss or hasnana nna. tne jobs or wire;
besides the pain and affliction or the
body, and? ther marry ills that flash
Is heir to: and. all this to test our
faith and integrity' to oar God. Same
hare endured manfully fall that the
devil and wicked men have been
able to bring npon tbem,even to the
test of their lives. And if we will
not be willing to give oev livee to
the Lord tot the ' advanoement
of His cause and kingdom In the
earth, we- - would not be worthy of
Him, neither would He acknow
ledge us as ilia. It la true He may
net put ns to that teat, ous ne win
teat na anfflolently to know whether
we would be equal to the oocaalon
or not. It is. I say, to pass these or
deals that we came beret to ' prove
our Integrity ? and worthiness . to
come back into His presence to In
herit thrones, kingdoms, prlncipali
ties, powers and. dominions that are
prepared for the righteous. This is
nota thing of s moment; it was: in
the - proerramme v before
here, c We are calleda to-da-y, i the
time of choosing will ome by and
oy, when Christ snail make an his
Jewels. If we are faithful over a
few things.- - lie will make us ruler
over many.- - You, see It Is upon the
prmcipie oi xaitmu mesa, , ana nponthe principle of endurance. I have
no fears in regard to the Latter-da-y
oaints, as sv .people.u passlns: these
ordeals and remaining, faithful to
we trasa repoaea xn anena; ajuioagnmany win drop out by the way-aid- e

and be lost, for a time at least in the
gulf that will receive them. You
take those that do not live their re
ligion, those, who swear a little, and
who do great many naughty
things, who never think of utteringa prayer; and let the enemy eosne
against ns In formidable array, and
even that class would be found ready
with their guns to protect the lives
and liberties of their friends, this
people: they would not Cinch either.
Yes, these wild boys would be readyto walk up to the cannon's mouth in
defence of. the LaUoaday. Saln ts. f I
have seen it in times past, and I
have no doubt they, if ' called upon
and it were necessary, would do it
again. But does that excuse them
for not Irving their --religion? No.
They should, quit their evil practices
that they might be useful in build-to-g

up the kingdom of God upon the
earth, and receive a greater reward,
and be saved in the world to come,
and receive glory - and exaltation
which they, might otherwise not
have. Because a man may clip his
own glory and exaltation ly taking
an unwise com-se-c hi fact, be would
be aure to do --it. 'ce Blessed ts that
man that grows up without sin from
the purity of- hk youth, who lives
and dies a fit temple for the abode of
the Holy Spirit. A man may in an
hour, In an unguarded moment say
and do thlass that would affect him
throughout the never ending ages of
eternity, we anouia, wereiore. Etc

the more careful of our course and
conduct in life, and hold fast to that
which is given onto its. and progress
and go on from perfection to perfec
tion, ana try to become as goaiv m
oar lives aa it is possible ror ns to ne
in this probation. - Be pure then in
your sphere as God Is pure in His.
Ana purity does nos eon sis in ga
tes around with Ions: drawn face
snoamlng ever the i ni of the world,
which is aomethln? tbat you cannot
particularly help; but with purity of
nuen. witn ajojrsi countenance go
ing forth performing your duties,
and keeping yonrttlf pure and un
spotted from the world, from thetr
wicked and abominable practices.
God will hare a pore people, for the

!on or God moat be pure in- - heart.
Oese la plemty of material to carry

this great and glorious Work, and
Cod wCt 23 it throczn the instrn--
mentality of His servants, ana if
erewish to have raft in it,we should
be mire ourselves, working the works
of riarhteoosnees, proving day. by day
our faithfulness and our integrity te
Him. And that we may stand firm
and feitraitotheend, Is my prayer.
in the name of Jesus. - Amen ,
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