262

The Deseret Weekiy.

PUBLIBHED BY

THE DESERET NEWS GOMPANY,

SALT LAKE CITY, UTAH,

SUBSORIPTICN PRICH
Per Year, of Fifty-two Numbers, - - - $2.50.

Per Volume, of Twenty-six Numbers, - « 1.50.
IN ADVANGE.
¢EARLES W. PENROSE, - = = EDITOR.

Satnrday, PR Anguast 21, 1889,

THE IDAHO TEST OATH.

DuriNnG the dispute in the so-
called Constitutional Convention
in ldaho, the fellowing speech wasg
made concerning the infamous pro-
vigion to disfranchise a large pro-
porlion of the ¢itizens of the con-
templated State, solely om account
of their membership in an unortho-
dox Church, without reference to
any overt act on their part. We
clip from the Tdaho Democrat:

The election and sutlrage report
No. 11 being under considerntion in
committee of the whole, in thede-
bate enguing Mr. Pefley said:

T have often wished to bea great
orator but never so much asat the
present time {rom the fact thut I be-
lieve that all the rights of eitlzen-
ship worth living for are at the
mercy of an unscrupulous party.
Not only those of the Mormons but
of every voter in this Territory. But
before I proceed further 1 wish to
call your attention to a few of the
fundamental maxims of the Fathers
wiio were present at the birth of our
liserties; not, however, that I think
it will make a change in the vote of
any member on this floor, as that is
imjpossible in any casc where fanati-
cism reigns supreme.

“A jealous care of the vight of
electlon by the people.”“No republi-
can government can he permanent
in which the puople arc denfed a
direct veiee in the election of their
representatives.”?  “Universal suf-
frac and ?ality of all men before
thelaw.?’ '“No religious test as quali-
fication for cifizenship or the right
to vote or hold offine.”” “*Taxalion
without representation is tyranny.”

Such are the sayings of those
who framed the Declaration of In-
dependence and the Constitution bf
the United States; and in none of
the thirty-eight Btates of the Union
do you find any other gualification
for the right of sufftage ihan
that of gitizenship, and the age
of twenty-one, except those
of uneound mind, ete. IEven
the Negroes, Indians and mixed
breeds are accorded their true Ame-
rican prerogatives, without inquiry
a8 to what they my think or believe
on this or that subject. Now, why
this discrimination in the constitu-
tion of Idaho against a classof our
own race who have never been con-
victed of any crime, and hecause
they are simply ad herents {or in the
language of Sectlon 3 of this article
“or who is 8 member of*’) a diifer-
ent religious sect from that of our-
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selves? That word, remember, in-
cludes all children born of Mormon
parents, cursing and condemning all
from the youth to the cradls and
even those yet unborn just because
and for no other reason than that
their parents refused to vote the
Republican ticket.

Other Btates and Territories have
colonies of these people but do not
seem to have such trouble, and even
in Utah they vote and hold office.
Mr. Caine is their Delegate in Con-
wress. He ig paid for his services

by the United Btates. He calls on
the President, and all the depart-
ments, makes speeches in the House
of Representatives, and no one has
ever attempted to have him expelled |
from that august body, wlich isonly
the inferior of one other body on
earth and that is the Idxho consti-
tutional convention. But, sir, it
appears to have been reserved to
Idaho to put the first religious
qualifieations of the right to vote
and hold office into a constitution
on the American continent, and also
to make the first attempt to revise

and enforce two of the most hated |

and damnable heresies ngainst the
inalicnable right of the ecitiven—
taxation wilhout repregentation and
punishment for opinion sake instead
of overt acts.

Citizenship is the highest and
most sacred relation that can exist
between & man and this govern-
ment. With it bestowed he ean
travel all over the civilized world
and all the time be under the pro-
tecting huus of theBtars and Btripes;
and any infringement of his rights
or liberties guaranteed by our laws
and constitution would call forth all
the powers of his country to avenge
the same, though it might exhaust
the surplus of the treasury and deci-
mate the army and navy to do it
Yet, after all this expenditure of
blpod and treasure in order to restore
that citizen to his proper standing
before the world and his country-
men, if one of those eagle-cyed
sage-brush statesmen should dis-
cover that he was a resident of Ida-
ho and belonged {o the Mormon
Church, he would at once raige the
howl thatsaid Mormon could neither
vote nor hold office.

But section four of this articledoes
not apply to the Mormonsonly, but
can be made to apply by the legisla-
ture te every voter in the Territory.
It makes that body the sole judge of
the most sacred privileges known to
man for his own protection from the
oppression and abuses of govern-
ment when administered by bosses
instead of the ﬁmple. I object to
the legislature having anything to
do with the right of suflfrage in the
proposed Btate. Youall know what
such an unheard-of power means.
No other State has entrusted it to
that source, buf all, without excep-
tion, have defined and confined it
strictly and unequivocally to their
coustituents.

Now, T have this to say to every
member on this floor who loves and
respects right above wrong; vote
this infamy down here and now,
and if you are overruled here Ly the
fapaticism of the majority, then go
before the people and point out the
danger of voting to adopt such an

inptrument. It gives to any party
in s)ower the means to perpetuate
itself by a few political shysters
manipulating the legislature, which
txperience in thisTerritory has fully
shown.

It was in valn that Washington
and his compatriots assumed the
right, sword in hand, to repel those
same innovations on the simplest
and dearest human rights, receiving
the plaudits and approbation of all
good-thinking people for more than
a century, if we now are 10t en-
titled to the full benefit of those
grand achievements equally . ith
all other citizens of this great re-

ublic. If we are not, theu our

asted Jiberty and even life itself is
an idle drenm. If fanaticism is to
become the ruling passion, as is now
apparent in this proposed State, and
tgle bloody scenes of two huudred
yvears ago are to be re-enacted (in
gentiment at least), then anarchy
will take the place of good govern-
ment.

It is said that these people are
traitors to the country. If so, show
me the proof and [ will lielp you
hang every mother’s son of them
found guilty, as I despise a traitor
to any eause above all other crimn-
nals on Lhe face of the earth. But
until some evidence is furnished to
sustuin such a charge they must be
presumed to be innocent, and espe-
clally ss long as they ecan act the
partof good and loynl citizens by
paying taxes, suffering ail the pains

and penalties of just and uvn-
just laws, are willing to
bear arme, and are Subject

to the draft in case of war to defend
the State and even the homes and
firesides of those same fanatice Who
are seeking to disfranchise them and
their gosberity furever in this pro-
posed Btate. i
Universal sufftage and equality of
all men before the Iaw hags ever been
considered the quintessence of re-
publicanism, and on that just and
humane proposition it suctveded
and became a great national party,
and earried out the idea by enfran-
chising several hundred thousand
negroes, i wliom nine out of ten
did not know what the word baliot
reant. But it appears t,ht_a party in
Idaho has a different notion about
these righta. and that is, thnbonly a
select few should be peymitted fo ex-
ercise the right of suffrnge 83 pre-
geribed Ly this constitution, and
that the legislature be empowered
to ﬁarther curtai] this right, 88 in its
wisgdom it may see proper- |
There are aevergl men on this
floor who profess to be follow#rs ol a
Master wliose commands ate as fol-
lows (not even Mornions excepted J:
“Dg gool for evil. Love thine
euemies, Do unto others 25 you
would have them go unto you. Itis
better that ninety-ninew ,‘i,m;‘; eoy
eape than to punish oue P
nocenty? and who will vote for these
infamous, outrageous and Proscrip-
five mensures against their fellow:
men. Now, I ask, how canl youbn(;ec-
oncile your actions with thefl aM ve
commands of your pretendet as-
ter? No doubt you think me & YoLy

‘ger in opinion
bad man because I diff one. BILE

from you on some questl
request that when you reach that



