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I had met Miss tom before at the
Soames’ house—much more recently
than Chariey thought when be spoks of
my haviag seen her ﬁof;'rwh-
and [ coafess that she aanew sl
impressed me. [ don't exactly know
how |t was, bhat one i of Ger-
trads Peyion aesed to stionn metoany
amount of axartion, aod yet [ was oot
in love wilh har; stil] there was an In- r
desaribabls something aboat her
proassnce whieh always afforded me
greatl pleasare. HRhewes won-
derfully beautifel, std exesedingly
glover and well road: owing, as I after. !
ward foand, to bher fsther's solleitude
with respeci lo the lmprovement of her
mind.

Woeil, T peed pot particularize s to
bow many tmes [ danced with Ger-
trade Peyton that evening, snd how
many limes poor Charley did the same;
but we sash bid ia turn for her s »
partaer, aond 12 fell 1o me to ke her
down to sapper Uertruds Peyton’s
mind ssemed euniirely to correspo®:
with ber body; |t appeared to MOJ:N
and besutifel; so [ wes tfamcinale!
porfectly fascioated, and when the gay |
som pen y bad loft Mr. Soame’s manelon,
sond | was left with Chas in
sl mont emply spariment, in teof It
EOTETOuUAnens, [ feoit aa theaagh L wers in
n feanert

“Onme, Malyoeax, obf fellow,”” saild
Charley, o hia usaal I} way, “wh-t
on sarth s the maltier wil og? “’h’.
you look [1ke s condemn eriminal;
pewn lowlog your heart to Gerty Peyton

Now. had [ told my friend the exact
trach then, [ shoald vobbave had iLhis
me lanaboly story 10 ".n h‘l dls-
simulated, and sald thad T waa rather
kaockhed up, or wmﬂhln‘d that tlﬂl’.
snd retirad. Oa the other hand, had
my poor frisud slso spollen the truth,
we shoald have understeod sach other,
and so prevested ithe drendful events
which resalted from the decsit which
we mutually practiced apom sach of her.
You will prub.nl‘y have guessed Lhat
poor Chatley hime If was, 84 thatl
time, deaperatsl in loye with Goer-
trude Poytoa. t{och waa the oase, aa
I afterward discoversd; but be never
would scknowiedge this 1o me whea |
ralited Dim on the subject, and on the
conirary, strengously denled it [ never
had Lhe remotest idea that Gertrade
Peyton cared fog Charley Soame, still
lesn that he cared for Der.

You will perbaps wonder whal poor
Chartey’s motive was for this reticende,
snd you shall hear presently: but aa to
my own toward him, [ ean only ase-
sount for It on the ground of nauvales
Aomiéz, an infirmity, by the , which
has freguently prmiuud r of the
moat dire o harseter in othef Gles, OW-
log to the m lsap pr- hegaions to which it
often gives rise, Whall, lime wenti on,
and the long weeaMon serived. Mr.
sSoame bad hired for
marine residence at W, and Charley
had lavited me down for & mouth.
There waa boating, Sahlag, driviag,
ridiag, wisiting, everything, in showt,

to counduce o Mm and abave
all, Col. Peyton snd his hter bad
taken & house, the shore

sod aboas & mile frem W  This waa
mmz, for me: and as the Colooel and
Misse Peyton often cnme over lo Mr.
Soame’'s, the |laiter tnq'w-.ﬁy atayad
with Lady Geraldine wiile the Colosel
and old r. Boame walked «ff some-
whaere together, and then Charley and
[ would attend to Gertrade, sing doets
with her, and so on. [ assare yoa, on
my honor, [ never saw thalt my friend
eared for Gertrude Peyton; there Was
pothing o his cutwsd demeanor to lm-
dieste 11; and aa for her I boliave
to this duy thas sbhe loved him and
loves me now—for she [ still liviog, =
yua will hear again presently. Vain
thougt it may seem in me 10 say so, 1
do say !t smphatioally, aad [ say niso
that (barles soame’s blood was ou his
own hemd!

Well, [ bad frequent 290“::5“1‘- of
meetiog Miss Peyton oe, agd s
Roew my moath woeld n‘olly
over, | sndeavored toses Der aa ™
as possible. [ became more duponul{
io Jove then ever; and ooe Jdsy when
was walkiog with her alons toward her
own house— Lady Geraldine having re-
‘\o-ud me o escort her home, A8
Charley sad his father were cut some-
where together, as | was tald—I deolar-
od my love for Der a1 & nraightforward
manly way.

“[ have been expecilog thie,
Molyneux,” sald Mise Peyton, ‘‘and
sincersly thank you for the geod
opinion you have of me, and ibe honos
yoa confer me. Allow me o my
to you what [ should say to very few of
yoar sex, very fow indeed. That sny
woman wighi be proud of winoning
your regard, muoh more your love; bat
my bheart is already anotber’s, and Lthat
belng he case, we Oan Dever be aby-
thing more thao friends. Good friends,
I hope, weshall ever be Mr. Maly-
peux:” and she held oat her hand to

Mre,

me
Me Peyton,' sald I, thander-siruck,
“you surprise me! Thaak you for your
xind speech; bat why bave you led me
o suppose that you cared for me when,
e yOU say, your affattiogs Wers
e¢’ Do you suppose me to bea stick or
stone, that yom should thus pl.{ with
me and make e wretohed for life? You
have mademe love you, and now you
tell me you sresugaged.’’
[eaw bat T was on dan
bat [ felt desperais sl the idea

nd,
being

rejscted b&umlunmz 0
sald I. “Wil} you promise to

me, If I maks one mare Tt Ir
1t seeme A [mpropes one, will for-
give me, andasitrivais o the per-
turved state of sy mind at present. Is
i really .h:du-bm are sngaged o
Another, o you s from
» hind Mhdﬁo J-ﬁn
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