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Tk 7 g gigantic compared with the dimin-| Mormons of political power is tnuch |ally announced as certain. Baut|lately been openly ch
Dh& FJ R» E J N E‘VS' utive ““Mormon'? bugbear! more easily made than carried out. | they still remain on the lands they | a nug:uber nrpthaiy ‘érlaﬁréad Ini%aihutfg
WEEKLY. The Advertiser in attemptling to | How will the law-making power|have redeemed from eolitude and | can think of these atrocities with-
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THE “BOSTON ADVERTISER”

ON “THE MORMON
QUESTION.”
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Tue Bosten Daily Advertiser, of
December 26th, contains a long
and well written letter from KElder
B. F. Cummings, Jr., & missionary
from this city, now in the Kast,
containing some stricinres on the
allusions to the *‘Mermon’ ques-
tion in the President’s message, and
in Joseph Cook’s prelude to one of
his lectures. Heshows what would

criticise Brother Cumamings, has
fallen into & very common blunder.
The decision in the Reynold’s case
was the affirmation of the constitu-
tionality of the law of 762, and this
was its essential feature; And, as

| we have proven heretofore, there is

nocommon Jlaw provision against
polygamy. . Bigamy was made a
statutory offence by the Aci of
James [, and that law . was copied
in passing the K Act of Congress of
15862, Mr. Cammings is right, the
Advertiser is wrong.

' As to the admission of Utah, all
that Mr. C. or any of the “*Mor-
mons” asks, is that Congress will
“follow precedent, law and the
Constitution.” He makes no plea
that “*Utah can demand or enforce
 its admisgion.” Here are his re-
marks: '

““The only requizition which Con-
gress has a constitutional right to|
make of a Territery applying for

be the effects of such laws as arede-

manded by a small clique of office-
holders and their friends, on the so-

admission as a State, having the
requisite
people shall adopt a State constitu-

cial and political conditionof Utah, | tion, guarsnteeing a republican
and makes & strong plea for her ad- | form of government, Congress has

misgsion as a State, The Advertiser
netices the letter editorially, and’
woe make these clippings from its

article.

“The President has acted in his
constitutional eapacity, and there
his funetisn ceases for the present,
it is for Congress te act upon the
President’s advice or net, as it may
sea fit. But there is clearly no rea-

8> u in censuring him for doing what |

nheihas heen elected and sworn to
do. #15 To T |

Mr. Cammings’ argument about
the polygamy aet of 1862 is wholly
futile, T'he KReynoelds case did not
affirm the consuitutionality’ of the

law, but simply witnessed the ap-|unwisely

plication of a common-law prin-
ciple,
Ntatutes, sec. 1868, the common law
prevails in Utah, and that law
looks upon bigamy H!}tt polygamy
as a heinous crime. Thbal ends the
legal question, as Mr, Commings
candialy concedes.  But he adwan-
cer to a constitutional argament,
He is quite right in ridiculing
absurd . propositions. - Bul he 1is
wrong in believing that Utah can

effectually demand or enforce its|God, and

admission as a Siate. The Hnal
arbiter of that question is Congress
and Congress may act in this mat-
ter upon its discretion, as the Con-
stitution shows very clearly. * *
Ia a legal and constitutional ques-
tion it 12 manifestly wrong to ap-
peal to the Bible or to God. God
ruales in his ewn way, and  Mr,
Cammiogs will perhaps allow us to
gay to him, asa private statement
that the laws of God are as hard " as
irony as ¢chaste as ice, and as sure
a8 the laws of gravitation.””’

We think that the editor of the

Advertisérisinerroronsomeof thece

pointe,. We would .dike $0o know
whén the President vf the United
States swore that he would use the

authority of his exalted offige to-|
franchisement of & re- |

ward the
ligious community,; a smal portion
of whom are sccused of violating a
law  framed’ especially . against
a' featare - of their ~faith? . Also
to learn what elause in the Consli-
tution requires him to make a
special attack on & domestic insti-
tution, which at worst is far superi-
or to a social system thut prevails
throughout the land and: poisons
-the very fountains of life. Bince
.when has it become the constlitu-
tional duty of the President to re-
commeénd unconstitutional men-
sures, forthe purpose of preveunting
his poditical opponents from gain-
ivg the strength supposed to ‘be

likely to aecrue (o them on the ad-
mission of & new State? . .
#‘Duty” had“nothing te dowith

thosze recommendations, For,even
admittiog the arguments and pre-
judices against “Mormon" marri-
ageto be correct, the evil alleged is
auterly insignificant in comiparison
to the undisputed, wide-spread cor-
ruptions thatsmite with decay gnd
death the foundstions of ty

and -ecrowd arcund the patiena

cdpifal; notably disgracing and de-
facing the Distriet of Columbia,
over which Congress lias complete

|

According to the Revised |

!
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| THE Wﬁahlngtun Star comment-

no right to ask what may be the
political or religious opivions of the
people of the would-be Btate, Ii
has oot even the right to prescribe
the social system they shall adnin.
It can omly require the requisite
population and a republican form
of government. In utter disregard
of her rights, Utah has been kept
out of the Union for many years,

population, is that her|P

This is sound and incontrovert:
ible. 'But it contains no such idea
as the Adverliser seeks to dispute.
We have provided in our BState
Constitution for a republican form
of government of the most liberal
type,and in keeping us out of the
Union, Congress is acting unjustly,
aud contrary to long-
established precsdent,

Now, as to the appeal to God.and
the Bible, Brother Cummings says:

“The Constitution guarantees
liberty of conscience to
every creed, and in the face of this
we have several thousand members
of a chureb, ineluding women and
children, who are liable to suffer
sevare legal penalties for practising
a religious doctrine sanctioned by
the Bible, originally revealed from
nearly as old as the hu-
man race,”

Will the Advertissr dispute the
truth of thi:? And if the laws of
God are 20 inflexible and inevitable
as degcribed by that editor, where
lis the justice, constitutionality or
common sense in human enact-
ments which seek tosubvert those
| laws or either of them? Why is it
wrong to appeal to the Bible and to

’{ God in a dispute over a question of

a religious echaracte:?  We have
not'endeavored to graft a principle
of our religious faith upon the
State, but the State has undertaken
to interfere with the free exercise
| thereof. In the dispute it is alleged
that this practice bas nothing to do

that ifit is omce acknowledged to
be religious in its nature, the pow-
er of Congress to touch: it in any
way is barred forever. How then
shall we prove the religious charac-
ter of this principle and its practice
except by an appeal to God and the
Bible, in both of which our chief
opponents pretend to believe de-
voutly? ' |

The Advertiser will find on a
carefal investigation of the subject
—which we recomnmend as a novel-
ty to editors in general, who are
mostly in Iamentable ignorance
concerning it, that the argument is
overwhelmingly on our side con-
stitutionally, Biblically, justly and
socially.'  And seeing, as the Ad-
vertiser remarks, that ‘*God rules

|in His own way,”>would it not be

just as well for presidents, legisla-
. torsy judges and editors to sbatain
from interfering with Him and
His commandments, lest they find
that in fighting against ““laws that
are as hard as iron,” they only rush
upon' their own destruction?

HOW WOULD IT WORK?

control. . If it'is the duty .of the
President - to urge  the extine-
tion of a custom in & distant
-Territory, whieh at least has the

sanction and is under the restraint |

{ religious  convictions and au-
thority, how much more is it his
duly to draw sattention to evils
that are rampant and unchecked

—

ing on the propositions of the Mor-
monaniacs, asks the following per-
tinent questions, and makes some
very sensible remarks on the prob-
able application of the desired anti-
polygamie enactments upon those

who suggest them., It would be a
poor'law that would not work both

right under the eyes of our law-

Ways:

makers, agd whoso dimensicns are| «The propasition to deprive the

| g0l yed.”’

people of |

with religion, beeause it is clear |

| Gracious

establish regulations that will oper-
ate against the Mormons alone in
this respect? The suggestion is,
that no man who indalges in the
practice or believes in the doctrine
of polygamy shall either vote or
hold oflice, but how are the author-
ities to arrive at the belief of indi-

| viduals? Ifthelaw shall be, as has

been proposed,that other testimony
than that of the man himself sghall
establish his belief, cannot the
‘wicked Mormons’ so direct il as te
include Gentiles too? Buech a law
would do a great deal of mischief.
Men of little prioeiple wcould
make it a machine to vent
their spite sagainst others. They
would ﬂnlf have to find somebody
who would testify—in whatever
manner might be prescribed—that
an individual believed in polyga-
my and he would be deprived of
his political rights. It would prob.
avly leac to the existence of profes-
giopal wituesses such as had much
ower in the great ‘Popish plot’ in
the time of Charles II. of England.
Besides, under this government &
man cannol be deprived of his
rights except upon due process of
law. Those wheo have suggested
such a summary plan of dealing
with the Mormons had Dbetter
weigh the sutject well before at-
ﬁtﬂ pting to have Congress act upon

|
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PROBLEM SOLVING.

TrEe Philadelphia News, speaking
of the fight over the Governorship
of Utah, says: “What is needed
iza man of nerve, and if President
Hayes can only find a miniature
Grant for the position, the ‘Mor-
mon’ problem would soon be

The only need for “a
man of nerve’ is the pelting and
blackguarding to whieh he is sure
to be subjected, from a small and
disreputable clique, if he does noi
join them in their villainy. If he
has the nerve to totally ignore
them, as he would a kennel of
barking canines, he can get along
well enough whoever he may be,
But as to solving the *Mormon’

problem, nerve is not the requisite
ingredient, The more nerve you

apply te it by way of force, the
stronger it will grow and the more
difficult to handle. And the Gov-
ernorshlp has no bearing on the
matter, anyhow. Pecple talk
about that small office as theugh it
contained powers as extensive and
despotic as the Czardom of all the
Russias, while it is a $2,600 position
that is almost a sinecure.

The Btockton (Cal,) Independent,
treating on this ‘‘solution” which
seems to trouble s0 many manufac-
turers of anti-'*Mermon’’ nostrums,
recommends that the *‘*Mormon
system be eradicated by means
more ¢omprehensive and mere po-
tential than those hitherto employ-
ed, that shall at once and forever
annibilate the system.” And what
is this potent and irresistible solver
to be? Here it iz *“the fiat of the
fundamental law of the land.”
goodness! Is mot this
enough to make the insoluble‘*Mor-

e

mons’ quake in their boots!

Go on with your . fiats, send on
your supplies of nerve power! Buat
legislators and would*be reformers, |
just lay this to heart: There. is ne
problem to solve only one of your
own creation. Treat the “ﬁiur-]
mons’ asyou would other citizens
of the United States, and Utah, as
other Territoriea of the Union
with equal population, and the|
‘‘problem” would cease to trouble
your addled brains forever, or so
long as you fellow trite

the
adage, *‘Mind your own business!™

_‘__-—--hl-*—
ANOTHER EXODUS PREDIC-
~ . TION.

WHAT & tantalizing people these
“Mormons” are! Every now and
again they are reperted as making
preparations to vacate their. Terri-
tory and move in a body to some
distant place, leaving their im-
provements and the control of af-
fairs as a prey to their voracious
enemies, Bul alas! they don’t
budge an inch. Bonora, New Mex.
ico, the Bandwich Islands, and
other places have been picked out
by the “problem’-solvers as the
deatinalion of the Latter-day
Raints, and their exodus is periodic-

q

|and practices of these people, any

| welcome them, for they possess in

f=ense,

| nation of nearly fifty millions? If

| ious views

| tion claiming to be the most

gterility, worship God according to
His directions and the dictates of
their own conscience, and employ
their time in quietly minding their
own _business. Why don’t they
clear out and leave their hard-
earned possessions in the hands of
the ‘‘rag, tag and bobtail” who
have followed their path into the
wilderness? |
The latest announcement of this

| voice of some 1

out the deepest feelings of indigna-
tion that move the human hesart.
Nothing short of the lives of the
monsters who perpetrated these in~
famies will satisfy the cry for vene
geauce and the demands of justice,

But we cannot consistently join
in the popular clamor, which we
regret to say is swelled by the
ne respectable portions
of the press, for'the destruction of'a

kind is that ““Mormon’ agents are
endeavoring to make arrangements
for the emigration of this people to
Mexico., This is mow ‘‘going the
rounds,” The annexed paragraph
is clipped from a Pennsylvania
paper, which with many other
journals is commenting on the an-
ticipated exodus:

“The Mormons would prove an

tribe because of the acts of a
few of their number. It is admit-
ted that the Indians, when aroused
by the oppressions of tke whites to
g0 -upon the war path, are eften
guilty of the viles: deeds possible
to men inspired by flends. But do
the superior race set them any bet-
t-r example? Are there not num-
erous instances on record of eruel-

element of strength to Mexico,
They would establish peace, order,
and prosperity in two or three of
three border Btates, and prove of in-
calculable benefit to that disturbed
and distracted country. Were it
not for the

ties perpetrated upon the Indians—
male and female—by white devils
in human form, as horrible and
damnable as anything committsd
by the red-gkine? e |
We notice that when the Meeker

culiar marital belief | 1adies were first rescued from their

capturers, the announcement was
made that they had been treated

civilized nation on the globe would

with respect, and many eulogies

a large degree the qualities that go| Were passed upon the conduct of

to ma%e up good citizens.”

The “*Mormoeps” are an element
of strength for any country. Why
then should there be any desire for
their removal from the United

the Indians who had held them in
their power, This worst accusas
tion is a late development, And
itisonly a report. 'True, it isstat-
ed that this dreadfal charge

Statee? “Their marital belief and
practices,'” forsooth! Btufl'and non-
What have their faith and
family aszociations to do with other
people? Haw can the marital rela-
tions of a few individuals in the
Rocky Mountains affect a mighty

the **Mormons” are “‘an element of
strength,” promoters of ‘‘peace, or-
der aad prosperity,” and ““possess
in 8 large degree the qualities that
g0 to muke up gooed citizens,” why
on earth should they not rather be
encouraged to build up and occupy
the wasie places of the west than
invited te move out of the Union?
The domestie affairs of a portion of
their number have ne more rela-
tion to the question of there place
in the nation, than the triple dip-
pings of the ““Dunkards” have to

| do with the politics of Pennsylva-

nia. .
Is it not about time that the sen-
B\ble people of the country dropped
this stupid connection ot the relig-
and domestic relations
of a very few individuals, with the
welfare and progress of a great na-
W=
erful on the face of the earth? paond
is 1t not about time that the exodus

| progrosticators became tired of

making false predictions of **Mor-
mon'’ emigration te some point
.beyond the confines of the Union.
The Mexican guess is just as wide
of the mark as all the rest ot these
rumers, and those who jlust after
“Mormon’ lands and possessions
need not think that they will ever
inherit a forsaken heritage,deserted
for their enrichment, We came
here to stay. Woe unte those who

| attemptto drive us from the homes

wg have made from a desert!

A PLEA FOR THE UTES.

WE publish this evening a letter
from a reliable correspondent, on
the real causes of the Ute outbreak.
The facts which he relates are in-
teresling, in view of the present at-
tempt to annihilate or banish from

|

was known to the Commission
at the first. Buat it i8 certainly
strange if that is the fact, that the
Commission should praise the In-
dians for their courtesies™to the
captives. ¥ 3 L

We do not accept the charge of
the outrage of the Meeker ladies as
proven. And we do not endorse the
ery for the destruction of the whole
tribe, even 1if this accusation is
esubstantiated. We demand for the
accused Indians, the same treat-
ment as would be accorded to
white prisoners charged with the
same crime, Let them be fairly
tried and heard in their owa de-
fence. If it is ehowu satisfactorily
that they committed this crime
which is worse than murder, et
them be hung up by the neck, as a
warning to all other villains, white
and red, who outrage defenceless
women; but do not slaughter

those who are not guilty of i-
tal offence. Fu N on

What would be thought of a
“Christian” editor who would ade
vise the indiscriminate massacre or
banishment ofa colony of white
people because a dozen of their
number had committed murder
and rape? Two villains from »
northern mining eamp, recently
outraged a equaw in such a manper
that she was left for dead in the
snow with her papoose, Will any
person or paper howl for the de-
struction orall the inhabitants of
the camp to which those beastly
vagabonds belonged? = We think
not. Bat it seems a difficult thing
to impress the westiern mind with
any idea of justice, whén red men
instead of white men are accused
of crime, |

The fact is, the white
land of the reds. They have rob-
bed, plundered, driven, abused,
lied about and crowded the rem-
nants of the land until the homeless
outcasts are obliged either to lie
down and die, or turn like a stag
at bay and fight with the weapons
at command, the dogs that
are flying at their throats. If is
claimed that the inferior 1ace must
succumb; that the Christians need
the domsain of the savages; that the

3 lust fni- the

their landsa tribe of Indians for[Plains are wanted for agriculture

whom scarcely a word is favorably
uttered by pulpit, press or people,
It is very evident to an unpreju-
diced 'mind at all scquainted with
the facts, thatts scheme has been I
on foot for some time to drive the|
Utes from their bunting grounds to
make way for eovetous white men,
who lust for the lands which justly

! and lawfully, by treaty obligations,

belong fothe red men who have

been gradually hemmed in on all
sides before the advance of ‘‘civi-

lization.”” The Thornburgh dis-
aster was the mnatural result
of the policy that has been
pursued by the whites, and the
result would have been similar if
the position of the Indians and sol-
diers had been reversed, only the
killing of the Indians would have
been bulletined as a vietory, while
the defeat of the troops is denoune-
ed as a massacre,

The grea® barrier to & fair defence
of the Utes is the alleged outrages
on the Meeker ladies, which have

and stockraising, and the moun-
tains for the minerals ' hidden
within tbeir recesses, and ' that
therefore ‘‘the Utes” and other
tribes “muost go.”” Bat where shall
they go to? What spof can they
find where civilized rapacity wiil
not follow them with rifle, revolver
and eannon fo blow them into
kingdom eome¢? And if the needs
of the mareh of civilized humanity
demand the lands of a decaying
race, is there not some just and hu~
mane method of obtaining

sion or  conirol, without resort-
ing to the most damna-
ble atrocities in the . name
of Caucasian advancement, as an
excuse for pillage and a warfare
that is next of kin to wholesale
murder? |

We have no syllable of excuse
for the diabolism of the Utes; we
ask mo merey for the wretches who
committed the crimes on the
Meekers; we only claim that com-
mon justice for the reds that would
be demanded for white ﬁ'en, and
panishmént for the individuals
proven guilty instead of the indis-




