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MANILA AND ITS SURBEOUNDINGS.

——————ta

Manlla, Aug. 25.—Manila denuded
of her tropical plumage, tfronted and
flanked by intrenchments and batteries
and flithy from the grime of war Is
not a place of beauty. Some enthusias-
tie writer has.called this the "Peatl
of the Orlent,” and another ha$ des-
scribed It as the “Venice of the East,'
but to the Americans with up-to-date
ideas as to sanitation and order and
regularity It js mnelther. It is almost
any one of that largest South or Central
‘American cities done over again with
a dash of the Oriental. It boasts of
stately edlfices, beautiful churches, Im-
posing domes and gplres, handsome
residences and attractlve bridges, yet

its streets are narrow and dirty, its
buildings are npearly all dark and
damp. Decay hras lald lts hand upon

much of the work of the mason, and

unclean
iul'loerkml thelr way to the very heart ot
m’f‘h‘gt)east has progressed slnce the
middle of the century, and boasts half
a dozen modern, clean, well-lighted
citles, yet Manila, with a wealth of
resources and boundless natural back-
ing, has not kept up with the van,
There are telephones, creditable electric
Hght works, and an excelleat supply
of water, but they encompass about
all that fs modern In the eity. The
Spanlard assures you that he has not
bullt sewers because the earthquakes
would desiroy them, but the inclinatlon
is to lay the blame to neglect and not
obstacies, Manila In the hands of a
progressive people could have been
made a truly beautiful place. The fet-
tile soll stands ready to throw forth
every plant that thrives near the equa-
tor. « The Pasig river with its swift
running current offers perfect drain-
age and excellent transportation. The
branches of the river sweep both north
and south and extend the opportunity
for !mprovement The surroundings
are nearly all attractive, and the land-
acape is backed by a beautiful range of
mountains. The opportunities of the
city have been boundiess, yet the Span-
lard has been content to go on in his
jazy way and lttle has been accom-

pl}’ih:ﬂ' that is beautiful,attractive and
imposing in Manila and fts suburbs
could be grouped together and the foul
smelling dens of the Chinese and the
straggling nipa huts of the natives ex-
cluded, streets widened and straight-
ened and cleanliness and progress take
the place of neglect and decay, this
eapital would count among the Interesat-
‘Ing cities of the world. The capital of
the Philipplnes 1z not, however, with-
out its interesting places and beautiful
spots. To the conguering American
army the ancient walled clity held the
grentest interest. To «Tass an gld mont
and enter, thrqugh a time-honored port-
eullls was llke stepping into another
age. Here was a connecting link with
medlaeval days and feudal lords, and
if a string of vallant knights in malil
and armor had come forth ro measure
steel with the invaders there would
have been but llttle room for surprise.

The old city is still the city of Leg-
The breeches In the walls made
by the onslaughts of former Invaders
and the destruction wrought by earth-
quakes that have come in the ages
since he lived and built bave been ra-
paired. The old brass cannon antl-
quated and abandoned, a century ago
by nations skilled In war, stlll
gorth from the battlements. Brass
mortars that were cast when Wash-

ington was at Valley Forge stlll rest .3 rear of It
Iz ‘their places on the ramparts. Down gGeps bring you to andther vesttbule

the battle. ;1@ the vice-regal chamber of state,
that have been effete and useless. ;n‘ ha & §-Tega
The city:;

i the arsenal stilt shang
axgs tha
sines™glinpowder came fn.

Chinese and natives have

I
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was not without its modern defenses,
vet Legaspl's old monument to cocloni-
zation still stands like the spectre of
another age.

The metes and bounds which Legaspi
lnild down have long since ceased to
meet the needs of growth and the com-
mercial man and trader has been forced
putside the walls. The old cityis given'
over almost exclusively to official resi-
dences and rellgious jnstitutions. It is
entirely walled in with massive heaps
of stone that seem in their strength and
=olldity able to defy many ages to come.
Stone enters very largely intothecon-
struction of the entire settlement, for.
practically every structure within it Is
of that material. The observatory con-'
ducted here by the Jesuit fathers'
places the average of earthguakes on
this panicky island at thirteen per an-|
num. Luzon I8 also the center of the,
t¥yphoon regions and the -builders of this
city had not only to guard against the,
convulzions of the earth below but tha
fierce disturbanees in the heavens
nhove. Earthquakes have rocked the
foundations of the sturdy old town and
the elements have raged and stormed
nbout the roofs, but §t has held out
aganist them all. The bullders have
been forced to make repairs in the wake
of temblor and storm. and from the
experfence of the ages there has grown
an earthquake architecture, and with|
repairs and changes gnd improvements!|
the city is fairly well prepared for the
worat convulsions of nature.

The narrow streets of the Inclosed
city offer interesting walks to the stu-
dent of history, the antist and the trav-
eler. If the dungeons under the walls
or the counsel chamhers of state high
up in the palace of the governor-gen-
eral could speak theirs would be an In-
teresting tnle. The dishonest agents of
Spain sent here to rule the luckless na-
tive have apparently not scrupled at |
any crime to grind money from the un-
represented taxpayerigdo stifle progress
and to keep milllons of falrly Intelli-
gent people secluded from the world.
Those moss-covered battlements have
been stormed before from without and
there has been jntrigue and treason
and rebelllon from within., As they
offered a haven to the weeplng Spanigh !
women and children two weeks ago,
50 have they offered a haven In the
past to all Snaniards when outraged
natives and Chinese awarmed through
the clty prepared to murder to avenge
thelr wrongs.

The preatest length of the walls is
along the water front.and they extend
there from the bhanks of the Pasiz to
the suburb of Ermita. On the north
side the walls follow the river to the
Bridee of Spain. whieh spana the mud-
dv. but rapid. atream and connects the
Manila of old with the comparatively
modern Binondo. From the extreme
northeastern cormer of the walls they
slope craduallly south and west to the
mouthwestern corner, close to the water
tront. There are nilne or tem eéen-
trances to the walled clty, but all of
them nare not in use.

The most interesting points within
the walls are the palace of the gov-
ernor-general and the palace of the
Roman Catholle archbishop. The for-
mer riands on Calle de! Cablido and
occupies practically an entire block. It
i« two storles In helght, and It ex-
terior i unimposing. Tt [= upon f{ts
interior that wealth has been lavished.
A small portico and plain columns
mark the entrance. The immense ves-

white marhle, and the maln stalrcase,
whieh js of teak, rises from the center
A dozen broad, wide

Merritt'
]General Otis has taken

‘lege of St. Isabel,

ps the most imposing’ chamber
fhy “building ih the oolonies. -"Hs

high celling s beautlfully finlshed, and
from It hang massive crystal chande-
liers that shimmer and glisten in the

licht. About the walls are a series of
carvings of prominepnt Casiilians who
have taken an active part
in the colonial affalrs of Spaln

Magellan and Legaspl commence e
series and fthe queen regent and the
youthful Alfonso £nd it

The vice-regal throme iz at the upper
end of the chamber. It }s draped with
erimson silk, backed by a monster oil
painting of the queen regent, and
flanked by two gildad lions, each with
his forepaw resting upon a miniature
ball, that ts probably intended to rep-
resent ap unfenced world. Here it was
¢hat Spain's vice-regal representatives
ruled so long. Here §t was that 'the
Spanish officer’ and his lady, the civil
official and the merchant prince came
to bow and win vice-regal favor. Here
it was that the princes and notablés
who came to visit the jstands were wel-
comed. But fts glory 'has for the time
vanished and become a memory. Down
under ‘'the: gilded llons a couple of
American commissary clerks toil over
the reports of the pay and rations of
Uncle Sam's Wlg brown scoldiers. In
the amte-chamber on ejther side sieep
guards (rom far away and out In the
courts the horses of Amerlecan offlcers
browse in the troplcal gardens.

The upper floor s devoted to & salt
of otficers, Including 'the counsel cham-
ber, office of the gevernor-gemeral, of=
fice of the,clvli governor and & serles
of secretaries’ offices. The principal
rgom of the series s 'the counsel cham-
ber. Though smaller than the Vvice-
regal chamber below it is much more
elegantly appointed. Beautiful palnft-
ings hang from Its walls and its panel-
ings are the filnest of all the rioh hard
woods that grow in the Islands. The
carvings are by master hands and
there Is a harmony of color. Ita proud
tenants know it no langer and in thelr
place rules Colonel Charles Jewitt, the
bright Indiana lawyer, who, as the
ranking -judge-advocate on General
5 staff, s the chief of the Pro-
vost court. Down ¢he hallway Major
the place of
Haudenes, and the rest of ‘the sult Is
divided among Adjutant General Bar-
ry, Colonel Crowder, judge advocale;
Major MeQlure, chief paymaster; Ma-
Jor Thompson, chlef of the aignal
corps, and the clerical department of
the invading army.

Farther toward the bay and close to
the outer wall upon Calle del Arzoblspe
stands the palace of the archbishop, 1t
s equally plain in ‘its exterior, but its
interlor 18 almost equally imposing. Its
vestibule and stalrcase are broad,
roomy and solid, and though its apart-
ments lack richness of furniture they
are handsomely appointed. The pret-
tlest and richest room In the immense
household Is the private chapel of his
grace. It i1s under the dome on the upper
floor and possesses an altar of solld sil-
ver.

The =altar ia historical. It was made
in Mexico |n the good old days when the
hillppines were a province of the then
Atnerican dependency of Spain, and
was a glft to one of the early suffragan
bishops. Sllver is at a discount these
days, but there ls a competence for al-
most any man in that altar. Notabie
features in the appointments of the
household are a series of pletures and
statues of Our Lady of Guadalupe,
made |n Mexlco. ’

Other bulldings of importance within
the walijed city are the cathedral, the
church and convent of St. Augustloe,
the ehurches of St. Domingo, St. Fran-
cisco, the Recoletos, the church and col-
the convent of Santa
Rosa, the monastary of Santa Clara,the
church and convent of Santa Catall:
the Dominican Universjty, the collejgs
of-3an Juan,the college of medicine, the



