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sbould trefrain from water an well sp
food,jwe m8y #ay thal Lhe occaslonal
fasls desigDuled are usually expegted
to be ot that characler. These do not
continue for loog, nor are they fre-
guent. The fast requires s messure oi
pacrifice, and in the half-day, or the
occaslonal tull-day faste appoioted ror
the Bainis there is oot an upressonable
amount of self denial in the require-
ment to refrain from food anJ drink,

That the lerm (asting hos a wide
geope in its Meaning in the Boriptures,
both ancienl snd modern, may be
Jearned by reference thereto. For in-
stance, it is eafd in Isainh chapter 58,
vereer 5, 8 and 7.

Is it soch a fast thal Ihave chosen? a
day for s man 0 afflict bis soul? islt to
bow dowDd his head as a bbplrush, and to
spread sackcloth nnd ashes under him?
wilt thou eall this a fast, and an accepta-
ble day to the Lord? 1s notthia the fast
that I have chosen? to loose the bands ot
wickedness, to ondo the heavy hurdens,
and to let the oppressed go free, and that

e breuk avery yoke? Is il pot to deal
ihv bread to the hungry, and that thou
bring the poor thai are cast oul to thy
bouse? whebD thon seest the bpaked, Lhal
thou cover him, apd that thou hide not
thysell trom thine own flesh?

In the Doctrine and Covenants, sec.
tion 69, with reference to the keeping
of the Lrd’s day, it Is eaid in verses
13 apnd 14

And oo this day thou shalt do none
otbher tbing, only let thy food be pre-

ared with singleness of heart that thy
fastiDg may be perfect, or, in other words,
that thy joy may be full. Verily, this is
tasting and praver; or, in other words,
rejoicing and prayer.

In these roferences a fant ju referred
to that ipcludes the partaking of food.
There Are other fasts which require
abetention from food; all belng ap-
pointed in their order and for specini
pUTPOsES 88 shall be given in the word
of the Lord, by Hie voice and through
the inetfuctions of those whom He has
appoiuled to declare Hies will to the

people.

THE INDIAN DIFFICULTIES.

The lalest reports from the scene of
Ipdian trouhbles in northwestern W yo-
ming give assurance of ap early set-

tlement of the difficulties which have
existed. ‘These reports, coming from
autbhentic sources 1n the immediate
vicinity of the disturbance, confirm
the 1.5¢m formerly exprested hy the
NEwS that there was much exaggera-
tion on the part of exgited or designine
white men, Which tended to increuse
the slarm swakened hy the real daager
known to eXist.

The situation as described in these
acconpts dJdoea not phow thal sl
troubte is past. There yet may b
hostile demopnstrations »snd even
bloodsbed If there be amy rashpness
-or Inconsiderute action om the part
of white settlerr, Al the pame
time the Indicali'ne are that by the
exercire of a moderale amount of cau-
tion and tactthe whole buriners cap he
paltled witbout the loss of another life.
The ILadiaus are wery sore at whal
they cooeelve o he an injustice in
driving them from huntiog grounds
they have enjoyed so long; they are
jmbued with a desire for vengeance
upon those whohave elain eoine of the
aboriginer, including rquaws and pap-

pooses, But the Indians are drawing
a distinetion which formerly they did
Dot make in cwsses of this kiod; they
are Dot ereekirg revem e upodD any
while person who may appear, bul
manifest 8 kindly diepositiou towarde
white vetllera who are known not to
have arrapged themaselves in opposi-
tion to the red man.

Lo this sepect of the care there is
good reason Lo believe that the worsl
n past, The fact thet the Indiape
have sent word to pettlementsthat they
oeed nol be mlarmed, as no barm is in-
tended, cannol he ocobpetrued se the
rvse of an epemy. 1p the situatlon
there, it is an ac¢l of friendship which
mesns that the officials, milit ry or
otherwise, will be able to hold oonaul-
tations with tbe Indian chiefs, apd no
Joubt will induce the hostiles to shan-
dob the warpath, Hence iurther newp
of ap alarming character i merely
& poesibility; the probuhility is thut
white.-winged peace will socn settle
down in Jagkson’s Hole country and
vicinity.

GET TME STORY STRAIGHT.

*‘Ope story is 2ood tili tbe other is
told,’? is ap old saying thst has many
illuetratione In human experience.

The remark may have direct applica-
tion to the oft repeated assertion made
by those ubiriendly to the Mormon |
people that the calling of the Mormon
Batlalion was intended as &b act n
kindpess to the Baiote just expelled
from Nauvoo, and Was a reaponee tu
thelr regquest, This kind of & story
may seem plausible to maony vjon a
partial rtaloment of the events ot 1548,
but when the whole facts are maue
known it will be found to be thorough-
ly at variance therewith. Even amo: g
residents of Utah there appears i be
some misinformati o on tbis subjeot,
us ay be reen intbe followiog letier:

HooPER, Ulsh, July 25, 1805.—The
forty-eighih abDniversary of the setlle-
ment of Ulah was properly obrerved at
Syraguse,Davis Connty. The orator of the
day made the stateruent 1ha. while the
Mormon people were outcasts in Inwa in
1846, 1he United Siates made a demand
vpoD them for 500 able bodied men
to serve in the war with Mexico. Atthe
noon rece-s, 8 controversy arose belween
the writer and his 0ld frionds,the orator,
Bishop David Cook, and others whom
I have known slnce 186]. We tmutually
agreed 10 subhmlil Lhe quesiloD (o the
DEsERET NEws, and ask io the cause of
truth and justice, Lbat you reply through
your non-partisan paper.

The goestion is this: Did the U. S.
government make the demand
upon these persecuted  outcast

in bopes 1hai the old men, women and
children might perish by tbe Indians or
starvalion?

My con:ention is that Col Jesse C. Lit-
tle, etc.,, as avent of tbe Mormobp com-
mubnity, went to Washington, D, ., and
propo=ed 1o the President of the United
Stutes to furnish thousandsof men to proZ
tec. tbe Pacitic coast, if the United States
would arm, equlp and pay them as en-
rolled soldiers of the Uni ed Ntates. 'T'he
large number of men offered caused sus-
PicioD to arise, The Prestdeot and cabyi-
pel, knowing thal the Mormons had
thern not in thiw iand, coDeluded they
would only accept five hundred men.

Truth is tenth wherever found,
On heathen or On Lhrisulan ground.

Acoordipg to promise, I have stated
he question fairly und bhriefly,

As a maller of fact it is almost imme-
terial to the writer, as like the noble
Pioneers our toes will soon all be turned
to the stars. Bot In the inierestef the
future, and the rising generation, and
thonsands who bave come 10 manhood in
these mountaips, it is tlme thix historical
fact, or fietion, was vetlled beyond con-
troversy. Youra respectfully,

Epwarp F. Musx.

HoorER, Utal, July 25, 1895,

The msain questions involved in Lthe
lorevaiog commubication may be
bri- fly stated apd replied to as fol-
low,:

1. While the Mormon penple were
outcasts in Towa, did the goveromeng
Jemapd 500 men to serve in the war
with Mexzio.? Yes,

2. Diu the Marmons offer mep if the
government would fit them oul apd
pay thew as soldiers? No.

As to whether there was a hope Lhak
tbe old mepn, women and children
might perish, that must be judged by
the vircumetances and eXxpressions of
the time. The government did Dot
offictally state euch a hope, and many:
lendlng government officiale would:
bave ahhorred the idea had It been
presepted 1o lhem o that furm; hut
{here were others, and those the de-
signing ones, who had po such
scruples,

There wap an offer made on hehalf
of the Mcrmob people. Col. Litlle re-
quested g vernmenl aid for tbe people
10 get to the wenty aud It was thought
the pational authorlties might wish rp
employ the Mormone in fretvhtiog pro--
vigions and puval stores to Qregon send
the Puscific coasl. Thie was belore
the war hroke outy Thete was no vl
‘ering of thousande of men in & way to-
create sUaplcion, and nope existed such
w8 ruggesled. Col. Little stated the-
number of Mormmops already oo the-
way; he alsoelated lhe number wish.
ing to gatber from the British isle:; snd
he pledged bie hobor that il, 13 thels
Dew heme, that lerritory should be in-
vaded, they would hold it for the
Unpited Btates snd againgt the ewemy.

Thia offer wae not apcepted, nor was.
snytbing vEin toif, altuough Yresident
Polk expressed iamseell ae friendly.
Pending the proceedings, wir hroke:

ut. Preeident Pulk and cabinet
arpented o a proposilion tuat
was agceptable 1o lhe Mormons.

wheti Lhal 1nvelerate foe to Ihe dTivepn.
and |ersecuted Buaints, SBenator Thomias
H. Bept b, of Mirsouri, Inlurpouedh
wnd by bis influence the whole plun
was chapged 1nto the demsnd Lhat was.
s tremenduus burden on the exiies ip-.
xteas ol Lhe ajd they bad been fed (o

expect. The Mormbns were startled,
almost dismayed. There had beean

wbreats relalive to disarming and dig..
versing the Saints, apd rubsiguent

jntormation tbhat Sepstor Benton hag

ohtalped from the Presideuvt a pledge.
that if the Mormons refuped to respond:

to the ocall United Biates troops
would be sept to disarm andh.
disperse them. The very rtact thay

deunlor Beoton thiught the Mormons
might refuse shows tuat he well knew
tbal the call made waes the opposite (o
that which bad beeD sought by Col
Liittle. ;

Further detailed and sccurate jp..
formetion may be gajoed on this aub-.
ject in Whitpney’s Hietory of Uah, i1
vur o rrespondent cares Lo pursue
the subject farther, Bul from what;
bue been stated he can_readily see. that



