
THE DESERET WEEKLY
TWENTY FIVE YEARS AGO

with a full senseseme of gratitude to all

wonfrieadado andaad patrons near rodand far and

with profound thanks to the giver of

all good for mercies and loving kind
new beyond power to describe the

today be-
gins itsito twenty sixth year perfor a

the busiest andquarter of a century
mostmoet important period in all the
worlds history thisthi paper has en-
deavoreddeavo red to perform with faithfulnessfaithfulneu

al blotted to theand I1integrity the part
public chronicler of currecurrentnt events
year in and year out in timestime of pros-

perity and of distress in sunshine and
storm1 it hasbag paid its regular visits to
the bhomeomes of its subscribers con-
tributing to each as the occa-
sion might warrant its portion of

of encouragement of amuse-

ment
hope

of InstructinstructionloE i and of reproof
vindictive in pursuing annever timid in defending theneverenenenemyy

faltering at the call ofneverright toduty always striving
1 standard of re-

spectability
aiming at the highest

ability in itself and of goodness
ready to take

in the world and always
the part of the oppressed against the

and haughty A record su ah asstrong
this and who shallball say ththee NEWS has
not made Wit 4is surely something to

be piproudoud of in these days of venal
sensational clapclaptrap journalismJournalim

in hisbig salutatory apheaappearingring in no
1 vol 1I dated november 21 1867

editor george Q cannon saldsaid
the publication of a

in entering upon
we do soao with a conscious-

ness
daily paper

of the responsibilities of the posi-

tion to edit a daily paper and conduct
satisfactory manner Is1 a task ofit in a

no smallmall magnitude peoples ideas
about ohp style in which a paper should
be edited and conducted are as varied as

their mind each reader has his own
taste 11II this be gratified then he is sat

and the paper is pronounced a
9

there Is9 less of ththisis diversitygood one in this communityof taste howeverbo
other with which we arethan in any

acquainted this is a result of the
mudand gives us a degree ofpoopeoplesp unity

confidence that under other cicircumstancesinstancesns
we would not entertain if we do our
duty we know we may safely trust the
verdict of our readers

in issuing this paper we do not have
promises to make they arere notmany isin expectedrequired we know what

not promisespromise but a good reliable paper
the fearless exponent of the truth a

paper that old and youryoungkg alike can
satisfaction inread with pleasure and

it will bepaperfact a representative
our endeavor to make the DESERET

EVENING NEWS such a paper we bring
this department an anx-

ious
to our work in

desire to benefit our readers and the
people at large honesty of purpose
truthfultruthfulnessnees and dilidiligencegAnce we are con-

vinced will do more towards accomplish-
ing this than any amount of talent un-
accompanied by thosethese other qualities

in publishing the DESERET EVENING
news we apropoproposeso to use the power of
the presspresa for good we know that
through its agency mightier resultsresult for
good can be brought than everever were for
evil that which forms the daily read-
ing of the community must leave its
imimpressionsions upon them their thoughts
WITwill insensibly to themselves per-
hapsba 9 in some instancesinstancesp take shape
ausand color from that which they roadread
to have healthy sound and high toned

should have read-
ing of that character this makes the

positionpo of a journalist a mostmoat responsi-
bleele one we view it in this light and
while we fill the position we sincerely
hope that no word maymair ever drop from
our pen that can truthfully be viewed asan
unworthy of this responsibility

after a lapse of civo yearswe
find no fitterbittor words than the foregoing
to express the present hopes and alms
of the EVENING NEWS and
if at the expiration of the next quarter
of a centuryceatury our successors shallball be
able speaking truthfully to maylay asan
much in craibedrain of our efforts and of the
paper meaa we can loybay in praise of our
predecessors aalan J their work our heartshearth
desires will have been satisfied and
our measure of success complete

shall we be pardoned for casting
a single glance back to that
cool november afternoon twenty fiveys ago today the writer of thesetheme
lielslines had been dignified with honor-
ary employment as paper carrier his
beat being all that portion of the city31 Y

lying west of east temple streetroot
proud in the possession of a riding
pony and a warm blue nockneck comforter

for november 1867 was chilly he
put in an appearance at the NEWS
office soon after lunch and made one
of the expectant group that waited
upon the porch while the editors with
tvio the compositors cupetae and theth
pressmen in the basement labored
over the birth of the first daily paper
in the mountains at last the
mailing clerk Ptstandinganding near the
spot where the city editorseditor s
desk toie now located announced
that the carrier force could be supplied
no in1 was called up there were but

two others and receiving instruc-
tions as to bisbig district which included
what we now know asan the ath ath
ath ab 14
and wards he was handed sixteen
papers the total subscription list that
day inIB the locality described being
the first carrier to gotget away no 1 11

was also the first to begin the dsilverydelivery
andBB to mr joseph M hammer then
employedemp loye in the and resid-
ing onen the block just south of the pres-
ent union pacific depot grogrounds he
bandeu the first papaperper mr hammer
was waiting at the gate and bedishe dis-
played no low agilitYJD retreating when
he thought the carriers ponypeny which
hadbad jumped the deep ditch was also
going to jump the tensefenee than he
showed joy at the sighteight of the paper

it was a cold swampy ohcheerlessearless
district to travel and not without its
terrors to the timid youth of those days
no railroad tracks then crossed the
street nome were thought of the
utah central was not yet projected
though it waswag hoped that the central
and union pacific roads which were
already under constructionconstructiong would de-
cide upon suitsalt lake city as their point
of junction the depot block was
little more than a pasture bordered by
a morass its one bouvehous being
the square adobe still standing in the
northeast corner within the square
were several mounds which to the
youthful mind were peopled with the
restless spirits orof those whose remains
were burledburied beneath the prevailing
notion that it had been the site of soan
indian battle endand burial ground was
confirmedCOB firmed wisonwhen later the mounds
were leveled and large aumbersnumbers el91

skulls and bones were uncovered 0

looking through the columns of the

first issue we findand congratulation
southern settlements over the

completion of the deseret telegraph
line correspondence from north and
senteast a goodly supply of telegraphic
alogdispatch crisp locals that read
strangelystr ly yet familiarly today adver-
tisementsti of many whose names arear

t1 familiar such aas walker brotherssitma
ahn brothersBrothersi taylor brothers

woodmansee brothersbrothen william jen
aings eldredge clawsonClawaon ronboss
barratt and many others not forget-
ting the ikevitable astray notice
there are few who havehare preserved
copies of the first volume which iit
almost worth its weight in gold
twenty five years hence when many
of those who read tonightstonightla NEWS
shall have crossed the river their chil-
dren will be as much interested in a
review of this issue as present readers
would be lain the copy from which we
quote the world moves and moves
rapidly and we all must perforce mova
with it

A WATERWAY WANTED

the ablert newspaper in the northsnorth
west isIB the st paul pioneer prowfress it
always takestabes a lively hand in what
ever matter most concerns the constit-
uency among whom it circulates foll-
owing this line it has prudently put
away politics for a seasonreason and laid holdbold
of someome of the business issues before
the western people these it discussesdiscusser
with vigor sodand intelligence givinsgiving
fresh evidence of its earnestness anaad
CAPICcapacityalty as a popular champion

A subject that has received recent
treatment in itsif columns lais one thatthai
concerns many others besides the citi-
zens of the morthnorthwesternrn states thisthi
tola nothing lowleu than the advocacy of ft
deep waterway from the west which
winwill be extensive enough tto0 admit of
the bulk of the eastboundeast bound grain being
transported during the navigation ssea
sonen that the western farmer is at thattb
meroy ofef the eastern railroads in the
matter of getting his gratagrain across
the continent to the coast no
OD will dispute and that thi
drama of injustice isif played over
again year after yesyearr always to tha
draining of the farmersfarmera profitsta ananda
the fattening of the railroad companies
is too obvious to require proof where-
fore thinks the pioneer pressprebi the
agricultural interests of the country
demand a canal system which
complete the transcontinental route of
which the great lakes form the mostmolt
important link there have been sev-
eral01 ral propositions made by which such a
plan could be compcompassedamed perhaps
there may be better ones devised in tho
future but it tois certain that until
some such scheme is carried through
the farmer will suffer the natural eon
sequences of the annual concongestion at
buffalo sodand other like points and wiwiltit
PRYpay the price of escape from it no
matter hohoww unjust thathatI1 price may be-

lt
be-

it should be one of the immediate
labors of the american people to de-
vise and putpult through some plan for a
deep waterway from the west to thetb
atlantic seaboard it tois not simply fta
legitimate cause but an urgent oneolm
and to neglect it is to neglect laa prac-
tical need this tois the era of groatgreat un-
dertakingsder takings and these last twenty ata
years have beebeenn marked by groatgrear


