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TWENTY-FIVE YEARS AGO.

With n full sense of gratitude to all
friends and patrong near and far, and
with profound thanks to the Qiver of
all good, for mercles and loving kind-
pess beyomd power to deacribe, lhe
DEsgRET EVENING NEews today be-
gina its Twenty-sixth year, Fer a
quurter of a century, the busiest and
moet important porlod in all the
world?’s history, this paper bss eu-
deavorsd to perforry with faithfulpess
snd lotegrity the part allotted to the
public chronicler of cur;ent evenls,
Year in and year out, in tim=s of pros-
perity and of distress, in sunshine and
storm, 1t has paid its regular visits to
the bomes of fts submscribers, con-
tributing te each, aa the occa-
sion might warrant, ita portion of
of encouragement, of amuse.

1]
II;PQI;;;, of instruction, and of reproof;
never vimdictive in pursulng an
enemy, never timid in defending the
right, never faltering at tbe oall of
duty; always striving to be just,always
aiming st the highest standard of re-

bility in itself and of goodneas
72‘3:2 woryi ,and alwayaready to take
the part of tho oppressed agajost the
strocg and haughty. A recard sush ap
this—nand who shall say the NEWS has
not made it?—is surely something to
be proud of, in these days ‘of venal,
pensational, claptrap journalism.
In his salutatory, appesring in No.
1, Vol, I, dated November 21, 1867,

ﬁdlmr George Q. Cannon said:

tering upon the publication of a8
dnl.’l?ya;[:n%o:sivopdo B0 with a conscions-
ness of 1ho respoopsibilities of the posi-
tion. To edit a daily paper, and conduct
it 1n a saiisfactory manDerl, Is 2 taak of
no smal}l magnitude. People’s ideas
about tho atyle in which =& paper abounld
be edited and conducted arc us varied as
their minds. Esch reader heaa hisown
tante. Il this be gratified, then he is #at-
isfied, and the paper in pl_-onouncoq a
good one, There is less of this diversity
of tasto, howsever, in this community
than in any other with whioh we are
acquninted. This is & result of ithe
people’s unity, and gives us a degrea of
confidence that nnderothercircumsiancas
we would Dot entertain. It wo do our
know we may sately trust the

dnty, we
verdict of our readers.

In fssuing this paper we do not have
many promises L0 make. They are not

required. We know what in expected,
not promises, but &« good, reliable paper
—the fearless oxponeut of the truth—a
paper that old and young nalike can
read with pleasaro and satisfaction; in
fact, a representstive paper. It will be
our endeavor to make the DESERET
EvENING NEwS auch a paper. We bring
to our work in this department su Anx-
fous desire to benefit onr roadors and the
people at large. Honesty of purposs,
truthfuiposs and diligence, We are col-
vinced will do more towards aceompiish-
ing this than apy smount of talent un-
aecompunicd by these other qualities.
L ] - * L] L] *. L

Iv publishing the DESERET EVENING
News wo propose to use the power of
the press for good. We kinow that
through its ngenoy mightler resulls for
good ead be bronght than ever were for
ovil. That which forms the daily read-
ing of the oommunity must laave its
imuressions npon thom. Their thoughts

will, insensibly to themselves per-
haps, in somo instances, take shape
and color from that which they read.

To have heslthy, sound snd high-toned
minda,thorofore:peoplo should have road-
ing of that charaocter. This makes the

anitlon of a journallst a most reaponsi-
le one, We view it In this light, and
while we fill the position, we sincerely
hope that no word may ever drop from
ounr pen thatcan tratbfully be vlewed as
noworthy of this responsibility,

Aftera lapse of twen!y-five years,we
find po fitter words than the foregolng
to express the prerent hopes and aime
of the DEsERET EVENING NEwWS; and
ifat the expiration of the next quarter
of 8 century, our guccessors shall be
able, speaking truthfully, to esy ms
much in pralee of our efforts and of the
paper ma we Can Bay in praise of our
predceessorsand their work, our hearts®
desires will have been satisfied and
our measurs of succers complote.

Shall we be pardoned for casting
a plngle glaoce back to that
cool November afternoon tweoly-fve
yeours agotoday? The writer of these
| ines had been dignified with honor-
ary employment ss paper carrier, his
beat being all that portion of the city
Iying west of Esst Temple slreet,
Proud in the possession of a riding
pony and a warm, hlue neck.comforter,
—fr November, 1867, was chilly—he
put in an appearaunce Bt the NEws
office scon after lunch and mnde one
of the expectant group that walted
upon the porch whilo the editors with.
in, the compositors upstaire, and the
pressmen in the basement, labored
over the birth of the first daily paper

fn the mountaina. At last the
matling clerk, etanding near the
spot where the city editor’a

desk {8 mnow lcoated, =announced
that the carrler force couid be supplied,
“Ny 1» was oalled up (there were but
two others); and, reosiving lnsiruc-
tions se to hia district—which fncluded
what we now know as the 4th, 5th,
Gth, Tvh, 14tm, 15th, I6th, 17th, 19th
and 22ud wards—he was handed sizicen
papers, the tolal subscription list that
day in the locality described. Bsing
\he first carrler to get away, ‘‘No 17
won also the first to begin the delivery;
and to Mr, Joseph M. Hammer, than
employed in the post:fiice, and reaid-
ing on the bloek just south of the pres-
ent Union Pacific depot BErnunds, he
handeu the first paper, r. Hammer
whs walitng at the gate, and he dia.
played no lessagliityinretreatiung when
he theught the carrier’s peny, which
had jumped the desp ditoh, was also
going to.jomp the fenee, than he
showed joy at the sight of the paper,
It wns & ocold, swampy, ohesrless
district to travel, and pDot without ite
terrors to the timid youth of thosedaya,
No railrond tracks then crossed the
strest—noro were thought of. The
Uiah Centra]l was oot yet pr%«cled.
though it was hepeu that the Central
and Union Paoclfic roads, which wers
already under construction, would de-
cide upon Balt Lake City as their point
of junction. The depot block was
littla more than a pasture bordered by
A morass, Its one housg being
the tquare adobe etill standing in the
northeast corner. Within (be squbre
were several mounde whioch to the
youthfnl mind were peopled with the
restless epirite of those Whose remaing
were buried beneath.. The prevailing
pnotion that it had been the site of an
Indiap battle and buriai ground was
coufirmed when, later, the mounds
wers levelsd and large numbers ef
skulle and bones wers uncovered,
Looking through the columne of the

first lmsue, we flnd ocongratulaijons
frolfthe southern setilements over the
completion of the Deseret Telegraph
line; correspondence from north and
oast; & goodly supply of telegraphie
diepatohes; crisp locals 1hat read
atrangely yet familiarly today; adver-
tisements of many whose names Aré®
Yot familiar, such as Walker Brotheres,
Kabn Brothers, Taylor Brothers,
Woodmacsee Brothers, Willlam Jen-
nioge, Eldredge & Clawscen, Ross &
Barratt, and many others, not forget-
ting the iueviiable estray notice.
There sare few who have preserved
coples of the Arst volums, whioh la
almost worth fts welight in gold.
Twenty-five years hence, when many
of those who read tonight’s NEwS
shall have orossed the river, their chil=
dren will be as much interested in a
review of thia lssue ns present readers
would be in the copy from which we
quote. The world moves, and moves
rapldly, and we all must perforcemove
with it.
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A WATERWAY WANTED.

The ablest newspaper In the Northe
west is the 8t. Paul Pioneer-Fress. It
always takes a lively band in what-
over matler moet concerns the constit-

uency among whom it circulstes. Fol-
lowing this line, it has prudeotly put
awny politics for & season and laid hold
of some of the businesa issues belore
the western people. Theto }t discusees
with vigor and Intelligence, giving
fresh evidence of tte earnestness and
capnolty na a populsr cbamplon.

A weubject that has received recent
treatmont in It columns ls one that
concerns many others besides the oitl~
zens of the nortbwestern states, Thie
is nothing leas than the ndvocacy of &
deep waterway from the weal whioh
wiil be extemsive emough to admit of
tha bulk of the east-bound grain being
transperted durimg the mavigation ser=
son. That the Weatern farmer isat the
meroy of the eastern rnflroadsin the

matter of gebting his grain acrofk
tbe cooilnent to the comst, Do
one will dispute; and that- this
drama of injustice s played over

agaln yesar ter year, always to the
draining of tlhe farmer’s profits and
the fattening of the railrosd oompanies,
ia too obvione to require proof. Where-
tore, thinks the Joneer-fress, Lthe
ngricuitural interesta of the country
demand a canal system whioh ehall
compiete the transconiinental route of
which the great Jakes form the most
tmportant Jink. There have heen s6v-
eral propositious made by which such &
plan could be compassed, Perhaps
there may be better ones devised in the
future. But 1t is ceriain that wotid
some such scheme is carried through
the farmer will sutter the nDatural con-
sequences of the annual congestion ot
Buffalo and other like points, and wilk
pay the pries of escape from if, no
matter how anjust that price may be.

It should be one of the immediate
labors of the American people to de-
vise and put through some plan for a
deep waterway from the West to the
Atlantic seaboard. It ia notsimply &
legitimate csude, but an urgeat one,
and to neglect it i3 to neglect & prac-
tical need, Thie isthe era of great un-~
dertakings, and these last twenty-five
¥Fears have been -marked hy greak



