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HOW THE CAPITAL OF KOREA IS
CHANGING UNDER JAPANESE RULE

e T

SEUUL, orea, 1809.—I want to tell
Fermit IXingdom by the neck, and
ing squeezing and reorganizing the fi-
propose

mines and to turn this half-baren

H !
(Speeial Correspondence.)

you what the Japanese are doing

in Korea. They have taken the
are shaking its dry bones into action.
Mhey are ostablishing courts, abolish-
nances. They to build roads,
1o reforest the mountains, to open the
country into a garden. All these things
are in their beginnings, but a start has

heen made and signg of prog
everywhere to be scen.
THE NEW CITY OF SIEOUIL.

The capital, Seoul, is fast becoming

o new city.  When I came here 20
years ago the tirp from the sgeaport,
Chemulpo, took over 12 hours, and |
had to have o pony and eight men to
bring myself and swife to the walls.

1 rode the pony aod the madame came
in o chair, borne on the shoulders of
four coolics, with a relay of four others
to help them, Toward the end of the
Journey we had to push on for fear we
might not gét to Seoul beforve the gates
c¢loged, The city 18 surrounded by a
massive wall nine miles in length and
30 feat high, At that time this wall
was ontered only by gates, and these
ware -closed at night hy heavy doors
plated  with  iron, which were not
opene: sain until the next day. Wae
got in just in time to the gutes
c¢loge. There was no hotel, and we had
to be met by the soldlers of our legi-
tion, and were quartered there during
our stiy.

The city =till has its walls, but the
gates now staad open day and night,
and an electri¢ strect car line runs
through two of them and on out into
the country. An clectric light globe
prevents the closing of the one which
we entered, and another gate has
proved too small to accommodate the
traftic and has been cut out by the
Japanese, wide roads  being made
through the walls on each side, The
gate jtself, which is a temple-like struc-
ture with a double roof of heayy tiles,
has been faced with stone; and it is
now proposed to put a commercial mu-
seum in the soldiers’ guardroom above
it. In that old gate all the industries
of the new Korea wlll be shown side by
slde with those of other nations, and
the people will thus be taught the vari-
ous methods of manufacture and sale.

SIGNAL T'LRES VS. BELECTRICITY.

Ag we came into Seoul that night we
could, see the signal fires blazing on
the mountains which surround the city,
and were told that they were the last
of the long series of watch fires built
upon the hills 'of the other parts of
XKorea to notify the king that the coun-
try was quiet and was at peace. Today
there are watch fires no longer, but in
thelr place Korea has its wireless tele-
graph stattons:and the capital is cov-
erod with telephone wires, One of the
oldest bulldings of the palace, in which
the emperor now lives, has been-turned
into' a telephone hooth, and Japanese
hello  girlyg  s8it ' there and take
messages  from all parts of the city.
There are telegraph wires to every large
village, with more than %000 miles  of
line open, and cabhles across to Japan.

ELUECTRIC LIGHTS AND STREET
CARS.

The old Seoul wus pitch dark at
night, ‘'The lawgs were that the ordin-
ary man should not go ahout after
dark, only offi¢ials and foreigners” and
their servantz being permitted to do
s0. Women were never secen on the
strects in the daytime, and the night
was supposed to be their time for call-
Ing. When we went out we took the
keso of the legation to carry our lan-
tern, and this consisted of a frame-
work, holding a candle with a red,
white and blue gauze cloth thrown over
it. ' The Seoul 'of today ia fairly well
lighted,  Many of the stores keep open
during the evening, and most of the
houses have an oil lamp or an electric
light globe at their front gate. T.ooking

sSeo

down the wide rain streets of the city
makes one think of one of the Jarger
towns of our country, for the lights
alone aro to be seen, and the low one-
story bulldings are lost-in theé darkness.

Seoul has now an electric car line run
by Americang, It was put in long be-
fore the Japanese took hold of the gov-
ornment, and about half of the stock
belongs to the retived emperor, who has
refused to sell out to tho Japanese cap-
itallsty, The Koreans dre now patronfz-
ing the road. At first they said it was
magie, and a mob destroyed somg of
the carg, Their theory was that the line
would prevent the spirits giving them
rain,  They sald the cars were boats,
and that the gods, looking down from
the skies, seelng them swimming to and
fro through the streetg, would say:
“These people need no rain, for their
clity is swimming in witer.”

A somewhat similar feeling prevail-
el as to the magic in the teleplione
and telegraph systems,  Many of the
Korean women, knowing that speeci
went over the wires, thought the poles
must contain  spirits and that  the
sound buzzing on the wires was thelr
voices. Indeed; some said thelr pray-
cre to the telephone poles at the time.

CHIN-GO-KAL

of Chin-Go-

you ever heard
Seoul which

Kai? It ig a section of
contains 20,000 Japanese people. It
has big official buildings, many two-
story houses and long streets of stores,
which would be a coredit to Tokio.
Somo of the stores have plate glass
windows, and nearly all carry large
stocks of poods. Here everything Is
clean; Tho roadwiays arve swept, and
most of them are ag smooth as n floor,
Theére are banks,brick school buildings,
4 postoffice and all gorts of business
establishments,

At one side of this seclion is a great
frame office structure devoted to the
resident general, who governs Kore:,
with the emperor as the nominal head;
and back of jt is the home of the high
official, with a thousand acres or inore
of Nam-San mountain about it. The
old mountain had lain there a wilder-
ness for o thousand years. It had
geen the wall built more than 600 years
ago, and had watched the generations
rise and fall from then until now. It
remained for the Japanese to make It
a beautiful park. They have cut roads
through the pines and have built many
pavilions, until now it is one of ma-
ture’s most beautiful gardens.

T had the good fortune to be invited
to a garden, party given thewe by’ the
resident general the other day.. More
thun 2,000 of the hlgh-class IKoreans
and Japanese officials were present. His
excellency recelved us out in the open,
and there were lunchrooms and tea-
houses throughout the grounds whose
walters were beautiful Japanese mald-
eng, At the close we had dinnér in
o great tent, covering tables sufficient
to seat the 2,000 guests and the Jap=
anege military band sang a song com-
poged by Viscount Sone in honor of
the occaslon.

+ MUD VS. BRICK.

Twenty-five yvears ago there wag not
a brick in Korea. The houses were
all made of mud, of wood or of stones
piled -up one on'top of the other and
covered with roofs of heavy black tiles,
of straw thateh, held down with straw
ropes. When I visited the city 20 years
agnh outside of the homes of the mis-
stonaries and the palaces of the king
there was not a two-story structure to
ha sean anyiwhere.  The, place contain-
cd two or theee hundved thousand.peo-
plo’ the most of whom ‘lved in mud
huts with roofs of straw thatch. The
huts were all made in the shape of a
horgeshoe with quarters at the back for
the women, There were larger houses
roofed with tiles which formed the
homes of the mobles and these iwere
shut off frotn the strects by low stable-
llke structures, in which the servants
and  retainers were quartered. ‘The
houses were all heated by flues which
ran under the floors and emptied their
smoke inlo the streets through open-
ings cut at about the height of one's
walst from the ground. At meal times,
and more especially mornings and
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: THE NEW SUPREME COURT BUILDING AT SEOUL.
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umes, making one think of a great for-
est flre. The air was so thick that one
could almost cut It and the passerby
had to cough.

Today Seoul has thousands of similar
houses.  Of the 200,000 and odd which
make up the native population, 99 per
cent live in such. quarters, They have
no sewers, and the slops run out into
the opon ditches which have been cut
through the streets. The Japanese have
covered some of these ditches and they
are now putting in drains.

As {o the bulldings, a noew class of
structure is rapldly rising and the peo-
ple stand and gaze at them in open-
mouthed wonder. The Young Men's
Christinn association = has just com-
pleted a brick. home of two stories,
which is heated by steam, It is a won-
der of wonders to the average Korean,
who cannot tell whence comes the heat,

The bricks for' that building are be-
Ing. made outside the city. Yards have
been’ there constructed, which are now
turning out bricks by the millions, The
clay is excellent and a large part of the
new Seoul will be built of these bricks.
‘Chere are other -brickyards at Yong-
San, the milltary city on the edge of
Seoul, and there is no lack of fine build-
ing material.

NEW GOVERNMBENT BUILDINGS.

Among the large buildings are many
which are going up for the government.
Thege are nominally Korean, but are
really Japanese. The cabinet ministers
act as the nominal advisers to the em-
peror, but under them are Japanese
vice ministers who really control and
whose clerks are almost all Japanese.

Not far from where I am living in
the foreign section of Seoul is' the new
finance department. This is a fine tyo-
story brick structure covered with
stuceo, It is budlt on an elovation, over-
looking the palace in which the retired
emperor lives, so that the clerks can
wee all that goes on ingide the palace
grounds. 'I'his is very offensive to his
majesty, who has always objected to
anyone looking over his walls, and has
bought several foreign structures he-
causge they commanded such a view. He
paid $200,000 .for the French legation for
this very reason and he has, I am told,
several times tried t0 buy the American
congulate, which is on a hill, lower
down. Some men have even bought lots
and started bulldings in order to make
his majesty buy them at high prices

evenings, these holes poured forth vol-

Another fine government bullding is

that of the supreme court. This s
somewhat similar to the structure of
the finance department. It Is situated
on the main street, which runs between
the east and west gates, and not far
from a big two-story brick which is be-
ing' built for a native Korean banlc

HOW THBE  OFFICIALS 1IAISED
MONBEY,

That bank, by the way, marks one of
the most wonderful changes which ig
going on here. Until lately no Xorean
was supposed to have any right to
monegy that the king was bound to re-
spect. Hvery official squeezed the man
below Nim, and if he did not give up
a share of his goods upon demand had
him whipped or tortured in some way
or other until he did s=o.- The most
common persuader was a flexible pad-
dle about as wide as the palm of your
hand and 10 or 12 feet in length. The
man to be squeezed was stripped to the
skin and laid face downward on the
ground and held there by meén, or he
was tied to o bench so that It was
impossible for him to move. Then the
paddlers would &trlke him  s0  many
blows on the thighs. The szcond or
third always brought blood, and 100
was supposed to mean death. Burning
and bone crushing were other methods
of torture, and men were Kept for years
in prison on false charges as means of
extortion. Under suoh conditlons the
man who showed he had money wus
sure of persecution and all loans were
secretly made. The Japanese have donc
away with this squeezing, and @ the
thousands of officials who lived upon
it have now gone to the wall

THE NEW CURRENCY.

‘The money is changed. During that
trip across country to Seoul I had o
have an extra man to carry the money
10 pay the coolics at the end of the
trip, and for my expenses in the capital
I got an order upon a merchant in
Seoul.  The coins were of copper with a
square hole in the center, and it took
1,000 of them to equal the value of an
American dollar. They were strung
upon stringd of 100 each, and whenever
I went out shopping I had to take a
servant along to carry my purse, Such
cash was in use here when I crossed
Korea in 1884, and it continued for
some time after the Japanese-Chinese
war. Then the Korean nickel was made;
but this was counterfeited both here

RGN

and in Japan to such an extent that it

fell to-half its original value. 'The
Japanese have now introduced  their
own coinage, accepting the Xorean

nickel at the market rate; and from
now on the country will be on a gold
basis. Japanese bank notes are every-
wihere taken and Japanese silver, nlckel
and copper coing are in common use
This reorganization of the finances has
been one of the great problems that the
Japanese have had to deal with, but the
vice minister of finance, Mr. Arai, tells
me that it is now practically solyed,
and that he anticipated no finrther
trouble. He says the government has
lost money in taking the Korean nick-
els at half rate and that the countar-
feits they have had to accept have
amounted to millions. They have al-
ready exchanged about 7,000,000 yen of
them, the average nickel being worth
something like three-fiftieths of its
ralue instead of the twenty-five-fifti-
eths at which it is taken,

A MODERN BANKING SYSTEM.

system for Korea. The central treas-
ury Is now the Dai Ichi bank, and there
are in addition industrial banks which
are loaning money agalnst land to the
farmers. They make long loans at 12
and 15 per cént a year, which are con-
sidered especially low rates for Korea.
These industrial banks have savings
departments connected with them, and
there are also postoffice savings banks,
which have more than 1,400,000 yen on
deposit. Many Koreans are putting
their money into these banks, although
the interest is comparatively laow.

In additlon to this the government
is now organizing a system of small
capital asgociations. These wiil have
o central head, with about one hundred
branches, and will issue small loans
to petty farmers. The loans will be as
low as $25, and may be secured = by
crops and chattel mortgages. All these
things will’tend to create thrift among
the Koreans, which heretofore has been
Impossible on account of the squeezing
and insecurity of all money.

Indeed, one of the common Iorean
banks of the past has been old Mother
Earth, and this especially so during the
winter. 'When a farmer sold his crops
and wanted to keep the money over un-
til spring he would dig a pit six feet
deep and four or more feet square; and
at the first frost would put down a

layer of cash and sprinkle earth and

ORANGEVILLE, UTAH, BOASTS OF FIVE GENERATIONS LIVING TODAY.

T, Guymond of Orangeville
Ttah, the distinetion of
ing a daughter, grand=on, great-grand-
daughter and great-great-granddangh-
ter all living {n Utah.  Mr. Guymond

N:

helongs

T,

hay-

will he 60 years of age on the last of
next momnth, He, in addition, has thes
somewhat unigque distinetion of bheing

the oldest subscriber to the Deseret
News, There could ba nane older for

the simple reason that he has been
recelving a copy for 58 years, from the
first issue to date. His deughter, Mrs.
M. J. Matson, lives in Springville and
will be 71 on October 25. She is now

an invalid and has been confined to her
bed for some months past. She was
born ¥n Caldwell county, Mo., the night
of Crooked river battle, and i{s the wife
of George B. Matson, one of the Utah

pioneers. Gearge B. Matson, Jr., her
son, also resides at Springville, where
he ig agent for the Deserct News. Mr.,
Matson's daughter and grand-daughter,
Mrs, Ella M. Petrle and Thelma Pe-
trie, reside at Mapleton,

The Furniture

and Stove Exchange.

C. A. Carlquist, Mar.,

No. 128 ¥E. Sccond South.

THE GREAT BOMBARDMENT.

The regions bevond our
planet are filled with flving fracments.
Some the earth in its onward
rush; having attained incon-
ceivable velocity, and crash
Into the whirling spheve with loud det-
anation and ominous glare, finding de-
struction In its molecular armor or
ne!rh:ms recochetting from it again
into the unknown. Some come singly,
vagrant fragments from the infinity of
others  fall like
rain, all. constituting bom-
bardment appallinz its magnitude.

It huas been estimated that every
24 'hours the earth or its atmosphere
is struck by 400,000,000 missiles of
iron or stone, ranging from an ounce
up to tons in weight.  Every month
there rush upon the flying globe at
least  12.000,006,000 iron and stone

of  space
meet
others,

overtuke

apace, in  showers,

golden a

in

“Furniture Repairing.”
Bell, 1799.y.

fragments, which, with lurid accom-
paniment, crash into the circumam-
bient atmosphere.

Owing to the resistance offered by
the air few of these solid shots sirike

the earth. They move out of space
with a possible velocity of 20 or 40
miles  per second and, like moths,

plunge into the revolving glohe, lured

to their destruction by its fatal attrac
tion. The moment they enter our at-

mosphere they ignite, and the air is
piled up and compressed ahead of
them with inconceivable force, the re-
sultant friction producing an immedi-
ate rise in temperature, and the shoot-
ing star, the meteor of popular par-
lance, Is the result.

IRESH AIR TABLETS,

In these modern days a food or med-
icine that can’t be put up in a tablet
almost back number.  FEven the
air prepared in  compressed form.
A few days ago, when an apartment
in Washington's fashionable Connecti-
cunt avenue distriet became too warm
and the hostess complained of the
stuffiness of the atmosphere, her vis-
itor, who was just back from Parig,
handed her a brown tablet and told
her to dissolve it in water. The tablet
bubbled away at a great rate, and the
hostess said she felt relieved. The stale
air seemed to become pure and brac-
ing—in fact, it was oxygenized. *I
bought these tablets in France said
the vigitor. “They are the invention of
the acetylene specialist. They are a
combination of chemicals that in water
give off oxygen i{n sbundance. The tab-
lets are in winter very popular in
France, where one is considered equal
to a window wide open for an hour.”
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—Pathfinder.

CULTURE OF BANANAS.

Bananas were first Imported into Fu-
rope on a large scale from the Canary
islands. Until a few years ago they
successfully met the competition of the
Antilles and the coast of Africa, savs
the Scientiflc Amaearican. But a diseaso
has spread In the banana cultures, and
exportation has fallen off in alarming
measure. As the banana. figures prom-
inently in the food of the town popu-
lation of England, the British govern-
ment appointed a commission to  {n-
vestigate the causes of the degenera-
tion of thls useful plant.

According to the report of this com-
mission, the planters have only them-
selves to blame. They have given the
s0il no rest for years past nor prac-
tised any rotation of crops. Confident
of ‘the proverbial richness of their soil,
they have applled no Tertilizers. Tho
enfeebled plants have fallen a prey (o
a disease known as cloesporium masa~
rum, which is gradually gaining a’ foo:-
hold- In all plantations. The report
closes with the observation that the
disease is successfully fought by a pro-
per application of fertilizer to the soil

FOR SALE.

A pair of fine shetland ponies, har-
ness and surrey. Engquire T. R. Cut-
ler, Sharon building. South Temple St.

water over [t. By morning it would:
ho frozen  stiff, The mnext night he
would put down another layer of coins
with mud on top.,  This would freez-
and so he would go on until he had a
block of frozen earth as hard as dce,
filled "with these coins at 'a ‘thousand
to the dollar, The work was done
gsecretly and the' result was such that
it would take days to recover tha colns.

HIGH INTEREST.

I 'am surprised at the enormecus in-
terest awhich the Koreans are paying.
Loans on good security are mude at
from 2 to 5 per cent a month, and the
unscrupulous Japanese money lenders
arve getting much more.’ It {3 only, fai
to say that the natives do likewise. A
common way or loaning on’ property is
to hand over the deed to the house or
lot in case the loan is not paid and as,
until now, there have been no means of
registration, this means the transter of
the property. The Japanese should
protect the Koreans as to such trans-
actions. If they do not, all the lands
and houses of the country will goon go
into the hands of tho former, The
Koreans are great borrowers and they
cannot resist the money temptation.
They do not think of pay day until it
comes, and as a result are not able to
meet their obligations. ;

A NATION OF CHILDREN.

Indeed, it is up to the Japanese gov-
ernment to. protect tho XKorcans from
one class of its subjects who are now
overrunning this country. The Koreans
are a nation of children. They have
bheen so ground down in the past that
they have not learned to hustle and to
ivok out for themselves. They are
wonderfully gentle and trusting, “and
ihe shrewd Japanese can. easily take
advantage of them. He is dolng so
today, notwithstanding tha government
tries to prevent it, and the authoritivs
should put on the screws and punish
soverely all such offenses. Prince Ito
has tried to do this, even to the extent
of sending back a large number of thae
Japanese who have come here, saying
that they were not fit to be In the
country.

It is this element that knocks the XKo-
rean about, cheats him  out of hig
wages, and if possible, by means of
loans, ‘takes hig houses and lands. 1t
is the low class element among tha
soldiers, scattered in small bands over
the country away from their superior
officers, which is leading to the killing
of many Innocent XKoreans under thoe
name of insurgents; and which, if the
government does not pursue a more
rigid policy, is likely to lose Japan its
reputation as having the best, the kind-
est, the most refined and the most hu-
mane «oldiers on earth, Indeed, it
seems to me that Japan has in this low
class element which has come to Korea
a4 problem far more serious than ils
people think. If Prince Tto could trans-
mit to the Japanese in Korea the same
feeling of brotherly love and charity

ryears,
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THE KETTLEDRUM.

It Ys an Instrument That is Lretty pig
ficult to IIandle, o3

The Kettledrum: has heen go far im
proved that it has a piteh; in fuct, 1 &
contains thc_lurgc range of foup nr.{,.g Gi.
It i, as its name shows, a copper ket §
tle, or basin, covered oyver with skin
which can be tightened or loosened lu
screws placed dround the edge, Drums
of this shave were used by the Rom-
ans, and even carlier by the Groeks
and Tlruscans. But they wero not
known'in western RBurope before tha
crusuades,

Although ft mayv appear o, the kot~
tledrum {s not at all an casy insteu-
ment to manage, for in order to et
each of the four notes the pluyer has
to turn all the seraws and adiust the
parchment anew. For this reason kot-
tledrums are often used in pairs, ona
tuned to the keynote, the other to the
fourth helow. In this way the drun.
mer has always the two chiel' notes ip
the scale to work upon. and if tyg
composer has not exacted much from
him he will have auite an casy time.
But when a change of key is ape
proaching it is qulte exciting to waten
the drummer scrowing and unszcrew-
ing: the drum and lightly tanping to
hear if the piteh ig true, and if we ree-
ollect that he often has to {uns hig
drum while the whole orchestra {s
litting up its voice we realize that he
must be no mean musician; that he
must possess. an exquisitely sensitive
and well trained ear and @ steady hand
and  nerve as well.—Jessic 1K, Mac-
Donald in St. Nicholas.

SATETY ON ENGLISH RATLROADY

Once more, after an interval of six
the English railroads havo
achieved the remarkable record of car-
rying on their coperations for a whols
twelvemonth without the loss of g
single life. The last period in which
this ‘was achieved was the year 1901,
In 1902 six 1lives were lost, in 1903 @
25, in 1904 six, in 1905 39, in 1906 58 and
in 1907 18, As a matter of fact, thery
has been no loss of life for 15 months
past. The relatively large number of
fatalities in 1906 was mainly the result
bf three disasters which weve found
upon Investigation to be due entirely
to the fajlure of the human element, all
the mechanicsal arrangements on train
and track being found perfect.—Secion-
tific American,
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E-RU-SA Cures Piles, or $30 pald.
ous and Lherefore LAWFUL Pile Cure,

these authorities. The following SAL'E
dorse I2-RU-SA:

', J. HILL DRUG CO.
WILLES-HORNE DRUG (0,
SHERWOOD'S PHARMACY,
HOOVER DRUG CO,
COOMBS DRUG (O,
‘VAN DYKE DRUG CO.

W, D. MATHIS.

Z. C. M. I. DRUG DEPT.
LEAVER DRUG. CO.

SUN DRUG CO. :

W. H. DAYTON DRUG O,
BRIGHAM ST. PHARMACY,

All
recommend every ingredient of 12-RU-SA and CONDEMN
and MERICURICAL Pile medicines. and all intelligent court decisions sustain

The ONLY non-narcotic, non-poison-
sclentifle and medieal authovities
OPIUM, COCAINE

Druggists of Salt Lake sell and en-

LION DRUG STORI.

IAST 5T § PHARMACY,
HALLIDAY DRUG CO.
. O SCHRAMM.
GODRBE-PITTS DRUG
BERIDGE DRUG G0, -
GO T. BRI DRUG CO.
McCOY'S PRESC. PHARMACY.
WHITWORTIL DRUG CO.
ROBISON DRUG CO.
STATE 87T. PHARMACY.
TOWNSEND DRUG CO.
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- BEST MFG. CO., TRACTION ENGINE

The above cut represents the Salt Lake Valley Arid Farming Co's
Best Traction engine plowing six miles West of Murray.
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