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ially the Prieste, Teachera and
aacons that are appointed and
ad to ba etanding ministers in
v Church, to visit the house of
h member and become familiar
\h every famliy, and every indi-
‘ual member of the famlly, and
iir dally walk and life and con ver-

on; and ascertain  jwhether
¥y s living as  Balnts
suld live; whether the heads

famiiies preside in right-
ikness in thelr houses; whetner
'r houaes are set in order; whether
¥y bave an altar erected wherein
offered up their dally, morning
! evening devolions; whether
'y member is taughs to rever-
'p anid respect that altar; whether
* individual prays in se.ret as
|1 as resposds to the calls made
i him to pray in the family cir-
and In publie; whether euch

| toat has enrolled himself
& quoorum attends his guoram
rtinga and ia obedient to the
Rident of his quorum, his coun-
aud instruotions; and ! they
enrolied in the Riutual [m-
'ement Associations, whether
7 eastain that iustitution and the
ers thereof, and are performing
tbeir pari; whather the parents
faithful in sending their children
unday school and to other insti-
ns of learning; whether they
h their eilldren to remember
Sabbath day 10 keep it holy, etc.
se are donlles and obligations
we cannot ignore, that God will
justiry ns in neglecting, and
: who are called to bear a part
he haly Priesthood cannot be
| fed if they neglect all these
y OF any portion of them; for
rd had said, ‘‘blessed are chey
hear my sayings and shall kee
all, fur the Bame shall be greas
e kingdom of heaven; but if
one shall tall ur neglect to ob-
and keep the least of these
ayings and teach others to do
ssame shall bs least in the
dom nf heaven,” For the Lord
¢ fo be mocked; and though we
excuse ourselves in many wayas
wrejessness and neglect, aad we
supplicate for forgiveness, as
e in duty bound to do for alf
sgressions aud shortcomings,
bacannot in aay wise plead
cation, or euppose that God
atiry ue, for He hassaid He
ot look upon sin with the least
of allowance, and yet He

to turn away from toeir follies.
er fifty years have passed away
the light of the glorious Gos
ite fulness began to dawn ap-
, and atill we are messurably
ng in darkness, Yet the Lord

—upon the face of the earth
which He 15 well pleased. as
le we are the best people He
He has seut ont His
throughout the earth, He
ent His sarvants abroad carry

2 1t were, a torch fn their hand
» light of the Gosapel, inviting
come to I, thal as many as
he light may see it and follow
ane wonld follow a light in m
lace, or nntil the dawn of day

oly 8pirit has besn upon His
mta and io the gathering to-
r of this people. 1t 18 the Holy
that hasy moved upon the peo-
the islanda of the sea, in all
iflerent nations of Europs, in
{zrions partsof America, and in
;ds where the light of the Gos-
has been carried and the testi-

o2 npon the hearts of the peo-
hat has drawn them into the
of truth and that has guthered
4 together with the Church of
Christ. It was not worldly
pots held out Before them that
d them to gather. 1 speak
F the people as a whole and
(dlvidaally ; for there may be
iduals who have been influenc-
worldly coneiderations, by
f:2), celfish motives, Bat all
apuner or later, pet their eyes
und see thejr folly and sin aod
« ness, and repent, or they are
<l out from among the Latter-
mlnta. They spostatize, they
away from ug;.they go baoxz
)abylon, end they strike hands
mur enemles and fight against
pond go dowu inte perdition; for
can remain and continue to
among the Saints of God, and
fast fo the principles of the
@ and enter into life only on
e principles of virtue, integ-
nd rigbteousness, A8 we heard

connected with the powers of
heaven, and the powers of heaven
can io no wise be usced except on the
prineiples of rightecusness, And
no man or woman can continoe
loog in sin In the midst of the
Saints,where the Gospel I3 preached
in power, and where those who
minister, do 8o In the power of their
Prieathood and by the Holy Ghast,
withont being pnrged ont from their
midst. For that aplrit will revesl
and make manifest what sort they
are. If the law of the Lord is pro-
perly administered among them and
they are fonnd violating it they wilt
be jundged according to the law of
the Lord, and be separated from the
Halnts, And although we de mnot
look for entire seperation of the
chesp from the goats, of the tares
from the wheat, until the Great
JudgeHimself shall cometo complete
the separation,it is nevertheles ex-
pected that all men who agt as Judges
in Israe! shoold be helps in separat-
ing the sheep from the goats, the
tares from the wheat,as fast a5 they
are made manifest, and the tares
may be placked np withont destroy-
ing the wheat; mudit becomss our
duty to do it, " But He enfoins us to
be wise lest we in oor zeal and

enxlety destroy or pluck up some of
the wheat that may be growing
under the shade of the fiare,

whose roots may be inter-

mwingled with it. We muost there-
fore be prudent. It is better in some

instancesto allow the tare to re-

main nntil ita character be more

fully developed and made manifest,

until it can te plucked np without

endangering the wheat.

I testify unto all larael, and onto

all the werld, that God has called

P | us, and regoired us to otserve and

practice these things; and that it Is
not the work of man, and that the
institmtions of this Chnrch are not
the institntions of man. And when
we eprak of the institutions of oor
common country, ws eay in the
main, though God has used man in
ioatitnting thie form of government,
and In establishing ite Institutions
and maintaining freedom upon this
Iand, they are nevertheless the In-
stitations of heaven; and God has
revealed nnto us that He did estab-
ileh thesn by the hands of wlse
men, whom He rajeed up. for that
epecial purpose, and redeemed the

‘Tand by the shedding of blood. [Ktis

therefore part of His great work, as
mach so as the part of revealing the
keys of the Priesthood to Joseph,
and the ordinances thereof, for the
ealvation of His le. For the
litioal organization upon the
and is designed ity heaven
to be & protection 1o the
the righteons,  *‘But,” says one, “ia
it not designed to protect the wick.
ed?” No, not in wicked acte, but in
their freedom and liberty, to think
and to apeak and to act, and to
choose for themselvee; for in thoce
righta all must be protecied. God
has always protected them, both in
heaven and on earth, And he de-
eigned that all men =sheuld protect
one anocther, and If necessary be
united for the protection and welfare
of al] flesh. Not that the laws of
the land or the Ia #s of God wlil pro-
tect the wicked In doing wickedly,
bol on the contrary, will condemn
aod judge them. They are left to
chooee fur themeelves their course
of life in exercislng their agency in
all things pertaining to themselves
and the service of their God, and to
uee freedom and lberty in dolng
good, that which {8 right; but there
isno such thing as ilberty to do
wrong and be jJustified in thai
wrong, neither on earth nor in hea-
ven, neither by the laws of God,
not the fust laws of man.

Now, the Supreme Court of the
Uniied Btates, in ita great zeal to
establlsh and maintaln monogamy
upon this American continent, and
to strike s blow af the patriarchal
order of marriage,believed in by the
Latter-day Saints, in jta decision
in the Reynolde case announced
the dootrine that religion consists in
thought and matters of faith acd
conceralng mattera of faith, and
not actions, and the government is
reatrained by the terms of the Con-
stitaiion from any efforts to curiail
this freedom and liberty. Wonder-
fnl doctrine! A wonderfal atrain of
Jjodieial though: to anmnouncs to the
world, this wonderful doctrine that
‘the government should not attempt
to restrain the exercize of thonght,
or the vxercize of faith! I would
like somebody, that knows how o
defend- thie dootrine, to tel]l me how
a0y one man, or anyeel of meu on
the earth could go to work and catch

forning, and as we are told by
rd In certain revelations to
tarch, namely, that the powers
5 Priesthcod are inseparably

a thought and e¢hala it up and im-
prison It, or stop its Alght, or root
it ont of the heart, or restrain it, or
do away with it, Let them go to-
snd try to chain the lighining, stop

the sun from shining, stop the rains
from descending and the mist from
arlsing from the ocear, and when
they have done this, they may talk
abont restraining men’s faith, and
exercising control over the thonghts
and faith of the people. The fath-
ert who framed our Constitution
were not snch dunces,I am happy to
83y,88 Attorney General Devens,who
pot that nonsenicai language and
dootrine into the mouths of the
chief justices of the Bupreme Court
of the United Btates—the fathers
who framed onr Constitntion, I say,
were not such dunces, they did not
attempt to place oonstitutional re-
striotione mpon the IJaw-making
power, to restraln them, from Inter-
ference with faith and thought and
the exercise of religlous opinion; but
they did atterapt, and they did it in
plain language, to restrain the  law-
making power from any effort at
making law for the establlishment
of religlon, or prohibiting the free
exercise thereof. And the exercize
of religion implies something more
than mere faith and thooght, I
may think about belng baptized for
the remission of my sine, I may be-
leve it is right I shonld do it, I may
be eonvinced that God has required
it of me, and I may think I ought
to do it, and think I will; bot all
this falth and all this thought don’t
amognt to a8 much as you can put
In yonr eye, until I arlse and go
forth to be baptized, and when I do
this, then I exercize the fafth which
13 In me, and it produces the works.
This principle may be equally troe
of everything else pertaining to the
exercise of religion. I may believe
it s right for me to ba en-
rolled with a religlous community
that meetes to worship, and I may
believe it is right and a religions
doty to meet with them from time
to time to celebrate the snpper of
the Lord and partake of bread and
wine, and when I partake of the
breari and of the wine In commemo-
ration of the eacrifice of the Lord
Jesus, it is but the exercise of that
faith which is in me, I may helieve
that God weant what He said when

ment to His children to multipty
and replenizh the earth, and I may
think about it; bat it Ia my daty, it

the reed; If I desire to ralse
fruit T must go to and plant the
fruft trees;

froits of it. And then to do the

matrimony,we must enter into that
bond for the purpose of maltiplying

fraite of our bodies. I may believe
this doctrine, as contained In the
revelations of God; but what will
this amount to unless I exercice my-

worse than a hermit—a parasite in
thecommonwealth—unless I rizenp
apd pat my faith in practice and
exerciss myself in my religlous be-
lief.

that (fod seees in the mlidst of Hls
people an Increase of the female
element, and the wicked ready to
devour that element and appropri-
ate it not in the way to “multiply
and replenish the earth,” but for
the gratification of fleshly Just, and
will actually take and employ hell-
jsh mesana to prevent the incresse of
their species, and show that they
are not only beneath the brnte, but
beneath the vegetable creation, by
refasing to bear fruit, thereby plac-
ing themselves in t.i)e catepo;y of
the trees that are dzied up, fit only
to be cast into the fire, He can
take measures to connteract
this evil And 1§
before God, angels and men, that
every man and woman who join in
onholy wedlock for the gratlfication
of fleshly juat, and studiously pian
to frustrate the.command of God in
the maultiplicatlon of their specles,
show that they arc unworthy—what
shall I say?—nnworthy to be classed
among the honorable of the eartb.
And we hava reazoni to believe thal
many have done, and are to-day,
in the grest cities of Babylon, tak-
ing steps to destroy their own off-
spring, cymmitting infantfeide and
feotioide, all of whom, and their
afders and abattore, are bnt ripen-
ing for the darmnation of hell
And when God eees thla damna-
ble doctrine tanght, and taogh-
by sach m:n &z Mr, Henry Ward
Beecher and other modem divines
falsely so-called, who teach the
world that it 1a a poeitive evil to
multiply and inciease 8o greatly In
the land--when sruch doctrine s
{aught by leading lights, and so
readily secceplted by the masses,

the Lord says |the time has come for
Him to take measnres to coonteract
this great evil, by introducing laws
In the midst of those who fear Him
and work righteousness and live ao-
cording to the prinoiples of life;
men wWhoare upright, honeet and
faithfnl, men who are willing to as.
sume the responsibility; to take the
danghters of Eve to wife and munlti.
ply and replenish the earth, for
those men are nnworthy of them,
It s as Jesus said concernipg the
man who received one talent who
hid 1t in a napkin; he Iaid it careful-

ly away, and by and by brounght it

ont, saying, hereit is as I recelved

It, not haviog Increazed at all; in

other wotds, we are just where we

were when .we started. Another

one enys [ received two talents;

avd have Increassd to four, another

saya I recelved five talents, and now

have ten the master says to the one

who hid his talent, who perhaps laid

it carefnlly away and kept it nice,

watching over it with tbe greatsst

care; or in other worde, to him who

did not multiply and increase, but

on the contrary took pins to avocid

dolng eo, Take from him that

which he geems to bave and glve to

him that has ten; for he that hes

and improves upon that which he

receives, shall recelve more abun-

dantly.

May Qod bless and keep us In the

way in which He can sostain and

defend ng, snd lead us onward, =a

He has done hitherto, is my prayer,

ip the name of Jeaue. Amen.

DISCOURSEH

DELIVERED

At the funeral serviccs of the late
James Urie,in the Sizteenth Ward,
Salt Lake City, Feb.2nd, 1883,

REPJRTED RY J. D. STIRLING,

It {a a very difficult malter to say

sorrowing hearta of those

faily relieved by the
and the inflaenco of

loes, and about the only consolation
ve have i8 in the hops that we may

meet agafn with our ;beloved, falth-
ful and troe friends who go before,
or whocome after us,and ebpjoy
their zociety once more in another

mortal. If we can only be eatisfled
in our minds by the wilness of the
gooed spirit, to kEnow thbat the
couree we pursoe in thle life
iy such as wil] secare to us this

there 13 a degiee of comfort and eat
lefaction, if not of joy, notwith-
standing our separaticn, in time,
from those that we have loved and
cherished, for allthough they are
gone from ne, we know we shali
meet them again in a better and
more enduring ephere, I remember
my feelings when firat calied npon
to part with one of my children—
my first born. It geemed to me to
be an jrreparable loss—a calamity,
and if I had not restrained my feel-
inga I should have felt thut it was
erael for the Lord to eufler one go
bright, so pore and innocent to be
taken away by the hand of death,

encugh to become tbe joy of our
hearts and the light of oor home,
Indeed it was a severs trial of our
feclings to pert with one who seem-
ed ro indizpeneable te our happi-
ness, and for 3 tims 16 reemed that
the substance of our joy znd hope
had fled forever, bnt I have learned
that there sre a great many thinga
which are far woree than death.
With my prezent feelings and views
and ths undersianding that [ have
of life and death 1 would far rather
follow every child 1 have fothe
grave in their innocer.ce and purlsy,
than to see them grow np to man
and wom snhood and._degrade them-
gelves by the pernicons practices of
the world, forget the Gospel, forget
God and the plan of lite and ealva-
tlon, and turn away from the only
hope of eternal reward ard exalte-
tion In the world to come,

Far better, in my judgment, fol-
low them to their graves before
they have commeneced such fearfal
acte, or (all inlo such festfol errozs,

PREST. JUSEPH F. ST

I would rather a thoueand times die
while I have the faith of the Gospel
in my heart and the hope of eternxl
life within me, with the prospect of
becoming worthy of fuheriting =
crown of eternal life which is the
greatest gift of God vnto man, than
to live in pogsession of all the world
affords and loge that gift.

It would be far betier for me and
my whole familiy to die In the faith
than to live and deny 1t and bring
shame, disgrace acd roin uwpen us
for ever.

The Gospel haa been revesled to
o8 in this dispensation. Theo reve-
lation of the Gospel is a reality;
there 1s no fictfort sbout it. Itisa
sevor of life nnto iife or of death unto
deatb, The plan of ealvation has
een revealed fer the redemption of
the world. Bhall we deny it after
wo have become acqualnted with its
gloriona truthe?

No person cau torn eway from the
truth into darkness aud ¢frorand in-
to by and forbidden paths,” and
continoa in that course withoat for-
feiting sall claim to the bleszings and
privileges of the first resurrection, =
If the truth had not been revesled
to the world and mankind had been
left in fguorance n relatlon to thess
principles, it would have Leen a
very different thing, there wonld
have been some excose for them;
bat the faet that light bas come
into the world, that the truth has
been revealed and the way of salve-
tion marked out and made plain snd
simple for sll to walk In it, makes It
abaolately necessary for ail to come
to the knowledge ol the truth, to
walk cireumspectly, and to keep the
commardments which the Lord has
iven. 1& wonld he immeasnrably
better for us to lay down our bodies
now, in the faith of the Gospel, than
to Itve to ripe oid age and turn awsy
from it, thereby forfeiting our claim
gpon eternal life.

I we live and turn awsay from Lho
truth we will be separated through-
out the countlees ages of etermity
from the society ol those we love,
We will have no claim wupon them,
and they will have po claim upon

He gave that geners] command-|anythlng at s time of Borrow and | s, There will be an impas:able
) bereavement like the present that| pnlf between us over which we can
wili glve immediate relief to the[pet
who | dje in the faith, having lived righ-
I want to ralre notatoes, to plant |monrn, Buch grlefs can only be| teouslives,we are Christ’s, we have
pee of time|the sssmrsnce of eternal reward, be.
e good spirit | ing in pissession of the principles
It T desire to culti-|opon theheartsof those that mourm, | of eternal truth and shali beclothed
vate the earth I muost uze the proper | by which they can obiain comfort | with glory, immortslity and eternal
means Decesagry to cultivate and |and satisfaction in their hopes of the | Jives,
improve it before I can gather the |foture. Forthe loss of a father or| flesh we pass a great portion of our
mother in the family thereis no!life In sorrow; death separates us for
other thing, to form a nnion as God | adequate reparation; Do remedy in | s short time, zome of us pass behind
hags epjoined in the holy hond of | this world which will supply euch a{the vafl, but tho time will eome

pass, one to the other. If we

Whille we sojourn in the

when we will meet with those who
have gone, and enjoy each othera

our species and thus bring forth the | so Jive $hat we may be permitted 10} gociety -forever, The separation la

but for a memernt as it were. No
ower can geparate us then. God
aving joined us together we have a
olalm upon each other-an undeniable

gelf In it. I shall remain a bachelor, | sphereor state, which will be im- | ¢laim—inasmuch ss we have been

unjted by the power of the priestheod
in the Gospel of Christ. ‘Thereforo
it fa better to be reparzted In this
life for a Hitle season, although we
have to pass through deprivation,eor-

I say also, when the time comes | privilege, then, in this reiection | rcw,tronble,toil,widowhsod, orphaz-

age and many other viclssitades,
than to be geparated for all eterni-
ty. By complying with the prinei-
ples of the gozpel we becoms heirs
of God and joint hairs with Jesua
Chrizt. The antleipation of these
great privileges brings happiness to
o8 now, snd strengthens ocur hopes
of exaltation and eternal reward in
the kingdom of God hereafter. No
other power bnt that of God
through the Enowledge of truth, can
give such enjuyment, peace of
mind, consolaiion and happiness Lo
the sorrowing hLearte of nmaortals.
The Gospe}! has been revealed for
the salvation and exaltation of the

g8y | nfter remsining with us juet IOBE|children of men, and if they would

only recelve it, it wonld bring,
finally, unailoyed and perfect hap-
piness to all, even 2 “falness of Joy."”
Let us losk into the fnture. We
shonld not brood over the hardshi
whieh ws have paesed through,
This 18 & world of sorrow, of care, of
probation; a world of disappoint-
ment, anxzlety and toil. We find it
a8 it is, and meny of ug help to
make it no betier. When Uod or-
ganlzed the world, he pronouncad 1t
good, but men have transgreesed the .
Iaws snd departed frem the paths of
Hfe. M=znkind do notlive by prinei-
les of Justice, truth, righteousness
and equality. They are violators of
the law, and will come under it
condempaticn. I am sorry to say
that mankind bring evil and there-
fore suffering upon themeselves, Men
rise np'and oppress their neighbors,
Many take dellght in oppressing
their fellow creatures, and fhey doit
because they have not the SBpirit of
God or the love of the Gospel in
{their hearts. They hate justice and




