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tatingfeasting visitors are received with
orlescries of welcome and the maori women
will go forth to meet the company
with wreaths of greenvinegreen vine leaves upon
their basup singing or chanting their

haere mate IP come on reaching
the village the women form a semi-
circle and at once commence their
mourning or wallingwailing A stooping atti-
tude is assumed and the tears flow
copiouslyp Y falling to thisthe ground like
drop of rain the piteous dirge like
wall IPif at times almost heartrending
meantimeMantl me occasional exclamations of
orrowmorrow for the departed are uttered by
someome member rtof the company and

often the weeping rudand wallingwailing will
continue foror hours

thin ia undoubtedly an ancient
Israelit cust omand is fitly described
by jeremiah call for the mourning
women that they may come and let
themshem make hastebaste and take up a wallwail

for us that our eyes may run
down with tears and our eyelids gush
out with waters P

A few years ago however the
mourners would be more desperatelyderperadespera tely
demonstrative the women would
giassemblememble attired only in a skirtskirtandand
many of them armed with sharp flint

made of sharks teeth or
bard shell though often contenting
themselves with a piece of volcanic
glowglass after wailing and crying for a
asherthort time the company would be
worked into a state of frenzy the
moaning duld give place to loud
creamingirig accompanied by frantic

gestures and quivering
arms and hands and occasionally
while singing or howling the women
would draw the sharp instruments
jabroacross the breasts or down the arms
aadd at times down the face each cut
causing1119 the blood to flow copiously
often1 abe poor creatures would be
almost covered with large clotsblots of
coagulated blood making them sad
and hideous objects indeed such
isinaneeneb are seldom heardbeard of now and
this relierelic of barbarity is didisappearing
asaft thedie natives begin to understand the
old mosaic law ye shall not make
guyany cuttings in your flesh tonfob the dead
owr griatI1 jat any marks upon you I1 am
abe erlordord lev 28

prior to the opening of the cunfer
oncebee about twelve of the elders took
coln for napier in order to visit the
little seaport on the east coast on
leleavinggiving the station a large number otol
teats were observed and over the
festoonedfestooned gateway leading into the
doare were observed the words
welcome 1 8 D adventist camp

Meomeetingting 9 the conference of this re-
ligious body was drawing to a close
butbat the elders took seats inii the large
tent and listened attentively to the
proceedings

on learning that the visitors were
mormon elders engaged in spreading
abehe gospel among the laorismaoris a re-
quest was made that some of the num-
ber address the conferenceconfereconfer Bceeface which was
readily complied with after a short
intermission elder W T stewart
panipresidentclent of the australasian mission
gave a concise sketch of the work oi
be elders during the past sighteight years

and also answered many questions re-
lating to maori customs habits etc

bider B goddardgaddard also testified to the
successaccess attending the faithful labors of

the servants of god and showed how
of sobriety and chastity were

taught to the people much interest

waswaa manifested duringdaring thesethene addresses
and after meeting tle company was
cordially invited to luncheoti the
rest of the time was occupied in stroll-
ing around the town

napier is the principal town and
seaport in the hawkes bay district
and tola beautifully situated on a penin
bulsbula someborne of the finest residences are
built on the summit of the cliffscliff over
looking the sessea and a floefine view of the
surrounding country may be obtained
from these favorite heights A onefine
breakwater has been built over 2000
feetteet long and the mostmoat pleasant drive
is along the esplanade facing the
ocean

the town has about inhabit
autoante and the many substantial busi-
ness blocks indicate that there are
many enterprising citizens engaged in
bringing napier into the front rankrack of
new zealand cities the principal
ecclesiastical building is the church of
england cathedral which tois said to
be one of the handsomesthandsomeat structures lcin
the colony several newspapers are
published two of which are dailies
the large harbor will accommodate
anhofany of the immense steamers which
occasionoccasionallyelly put in at new zealand
ports

the conference meetings at te
hauke commenced on friday april
ath and great interestt was manifested
in the servicesservice A new feature was the
singing of some of our favorite sun-
day

bun-
day school hymns in the english
language which some of the natives
were familiar with A few of our old
time zionzionaa hymns translated into
maori by elder J M hendry were
much enjoyed by the natives and the
old familiar tunes were a treat to the
elder chos on the lordlordsis side
who was sungaung by elder goddard
who was assisted irkin the chorus by hisbin
colleagues and many of the maori
membersmembarebars it would have done our
veteran sunday school worker goodfood to
hear his favorite old hymn auasung so
earnestly by his dark skinned brethren
and slaterssisters

the principal topic of conversation
in the intervals between meeting was
the dedication of the salt lake tetemple
and one evening was devoted to rem-
iniscences otof temple laborslabom

the work continues to spread and
two new districts were formed upon
the south island one consisting of
european members and the utherother ol0101
maorilaoris

all the elders are iuin good health
anuand appear to rejoice in their laborslabore
allail enjoyed the happy reunion and
while some bade goodbyegood bye prior to their
return to zion others returned to their
fields of labor with renewed determina-
tion to continue the work of encour-
aging

t

the saints and warning the
sinners to flee from the wrath to
come I

FROM SCATTERED SHEEP

john E and hannah baxendell
are residents of coal valley allegheny
county pennsylvania where many
years ago they joined the churchchinch
there Isig not now in that locality any
branch of the church por are there
any mem arsyrsben except these two and
the few mi tonarles who occasionally
paw that way seldom have opportunity
to call and possibly some pawpass by
without even a knowledge that there

are any sainte in the vicinity it Isia
hardly any wonder that under theme
0 brother and slater
baxendell sometimes feel lonely and
often long for the association of followfellow
membersmem ben in the church it waswae in
this situation that a letter written by
henry M Willbrabam otof th a city on
the temple dedication found them
and to thisthia they bent a reply from
which the following excerpts are
taken

to make it clear to you how much
we rejoice in reading your letter would
be a hard matter indeed try to
imagine the feelings of a weary
thirsty traveler whose life hauhad become
almost unendurable seeking for restreat
andana water in the desert audand who sud-
denly comes upon an oasis where he
gains the welcome shade of trees anda nd
drinks to hisbig fill from the clear crys-
tal lifesavinglife saving stream then you may
know how we felt your letter waswag to
usug asaa the spring to the traveler 0 that
we could write with such hopeful con-
fidence aa you daldo many times we
are afraid that we are nearly lostlong no
saints and no meetings berehehere we be-
come weak and neglect first one duty
then another until we almost forget
yet we cannot forget the sweets of the
gospel fruit when we have once par
taken of it but we can become care
leassjess and that is a dangerous condition
to be in you have strengthened usua
very considerably sodand god will bleat
you we must try to live soao that
he will blossbless us

there laIs a great deal of interest
manifest among the Ppeopleeople out here
about that beautiful temple the
pittsburg papers hadbad some pretty good
pictures of it of courle we navehave never
teenbeen the building but we navehave a good
photograph of it and can believe that
it is beautiful and grand you with
thousands of others have been to the
dedication have heard inspiring wordsworda
of good cheer and have witnessed
things that will be as a beacon light
beckoning you onward and upward in
the path lfif duty and honor of truth
and liberty arnd eternal litelire the
thought intrudes that there are many
poor wanderers like us that are left out
in the cold of a pitiless world with no
brotherlybrot horly words of love to cheer on the
lonely way yet we have your letters
which are like the thread of golden
light whish pierces the dark storm
clouds and we tee truly gratefulgratt ful that
we are not quite forgotten by those we
love beatonbest on earth

but why should we complain
perhaps we are blessed now bayoud
our worth we have no sickness in
our family we have been brought
th rUgh a very bard winter although
it cidra take a very large waistcoat
to fit us at times we have lire before
us and also a little hope and on the
whole we are glad that we have known
the lord may we never forget
thank you or your kindly thoughts
and words and may heaven blessbleis you
with the fruition of your hopes luira
that lorfor which you are striving a
place in the celestial kingdom of our
god

judge nugent at boise city idaho
has rendered a decision in the habeas
corpus case of H W early the com-
mercial wlnoler dismissing the betlti
tion tor a writ and remanding Asearlyear
to jail


