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feasting. Visitors are received wlith
cries of welcome,and the Maot! women
wil) go forth to meset the company,
with wreaths of green vine lenves upon
their heaus, slnging or chanting their
-thgere male’’ {Come!) On tenching
the village the women form a semt-
circle and Bl oDCe commencs their
mourning or walllng. A stooplng atti-
tude is assumed, and the tears flow
copiously, falling to the ground like
drops of rain. The piteouns dirge-like
wail ig, at times, almoat heartrenaing.
Mesntime oceasional exclamations of
porrow for thedeparted are uttered by
some member vt the cempeny, aod
often the weeping Bnd wailing will
continue for hoursa,

Thnts ia undoubtesly an ancient
Israelitish custom,and s Atly deecribed
by Jeremiab: ¢‘Call for the mourning
women Gthat they may come, anu let
them make baste and take up a wail-
ing for us, that our eyes may IuD
down with tears and our eysilds gush
out with waters,??

A few yeais Bgo, bhowever, the
mournets Would be more desperately
demonstrative, The women would
assemble, attired only In a skirt, and
many of them armed with sharp flint
instrumente, made ofshark?’s teeth, or
burd shel!, thougb often contenting
themseelves with a piece of volcanic
glass, After walling aud orying for a
short time, the company would be
worked into u state of trenzy. The
mosping Weuld give place to loud
poreaming, Accompanied by frantic
gestures Bnd qulvering outstretched
arms and bhands, BDU occasionally,
while singing or howling, the women
would draw the eharp Instruments
acrogs the breasts, of down the arms,
ned at times down the fnce, each cut
causing the blood to flow coplousiy.
Often the poor oreatures would be
almost covered With Iarge olots of
congulnted blood, making them sad
and hldeous objects indeed, Such
scenvs are #eldom beard of now, mud
thig relic of barbarity is disappearing,
a8 the natives hegln to understand the
old Moeaic law: *Ye shall pot make
any cuitioge 1o your flesh fonthe dend,
por priut By marks upon you; I um
the Lord,’? (Lev.xix: 28.)

Prior 1o the opening of the confer-
ence about tweive ot the Klders took
train for Napler, v order to vipit the
little senport on the east coast, On
leaving the station B iarge number of
tents were ohserved, mnd over the
festooned gutewsy leading inlo the
s8gusre were observed the words,
s‘Welgome! 8. D. . Adventist Camp
Meeting,”? The conference of this re-
tigious body wae drawlng toa close,
but the Eluers took seats jn the Jarge
tent apd lstened attentively to the
procesdings. o

On jestning that the visitors were
Mormon Elders enguged in spreadiog
the Goepel among the Maoris, a re-
guest was made that some of the num-.
ber addrese the conference, which was
readily complied with. After ashort
intermission Elder W. T. Btewart,
president of the Ausiralasian mission,
gave a goncise sketch of the work ot
the Elders during the past eight years,
and mlso answered many questions re-
lating to Maori custome. habits, ete.
Elder B. Guddard also testifled to the
smccess attending the faithful labors of
the servants of (F3od and showed how
leskone of sobriety and chastity were
taught to the people. Much jnterest

wat manifested during these addresses,
and after meeting ti.e company was
cordially invitey to luoncheon. The
rest of the time wre occupied in etroll-
ing around the town.

Napter {s the principal town and
seaport in the Hawkes Bay distrioct,
and is beautitully situated on s penin-
suln. Someofthe finest resldences are
built on the summit of the cliffe, over-
looking the sen, and & fine view of the
sutrounding country may be obtatned
from these favorite heights. A fine
brenk water has been built over 2000
feet long and the most pleasant drive
i8 along the eeplanmde faclog the
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The town baa about 9000 inhabit.
ante, and the many subsetantial busj-
ness blocks indicate that there are
muny enterprising citizens engaged in
bringing Napier into the front raok ot
New Zenland gitles, The principal
ecclesiastical building is the Church of
Epgland cathedral, whigh ie eaid to
be one of the handsumest structures ic
the colony. Beveral newspapers are
publiahed, two of which are dallies,
The large harbor will accommouate
any of the immenee steamers which
oconalonelly put in at New Zealand
porta.

The conference meetings at Te
Hauke commenced on Friday, April
7th, and great intere:t was manifested
in the servicer, A new feature wasthe
singing of some of our favortte Sun-
day school bhymes, in the Enpglleb
langunge, which someof the patives
were familiar with, A few of ourold-
time Zion’s bymns, translated into
Maori by Elder J. M. Hendry, were
much enjoyed by the natives, and the
old, familiar tunes were n treat to the
Elders. ‘*Wheo’son the Lord’s slde,
whe??” was eung by Elder Godudard,
who was mesisted in the chorus by bis
colleagues end many of the Maon
membere. It would have doune our
veteran Bunday schuol worker good to
hear hie favorlte old bymn sung &0
evarnestly by bis dark-skinned hrethren
nnd slaters, g
. The pr.neipal topic of conversation,
in the intervals heiween meetings, was
the dedication of the Salt Lake Temple,
acd one evening was devoled to rem-
injecences of Temple labors,

The work continues Lo spread, and
two pnew districis were formed upon
the Bouth island, onc consisting of
European members, and the vther oi
Mapeoris.

All the Elders are in good health,
And appesr to rejoice in their labors.
All. enjoyed the happy reunion, and
while some bade good-hye prior to their
return to Zton, others returned to their
fields of labor with renewed determina-
tlon to continue the work of cncour-
aging the Balnts and warning the
sinvers to “flee from the wrath Lo
come.”’ PH®ENIX.

FROM SCATTERED SHEEP.

Jobn E. apd Hanpah Bazxendell
are residents of Conl velley, Allegheny
county, Penneylvania, whers many
Years 8go Lhey joiped the Chuich.
‘There i not now in that locality sny
brapch of the Church nor are there
any meml‘ers except theee two, and
the few missionaries who occcaslonally
pass that way seidom have opportunity
to call, sond possibly some pass by
without even a knowiedge that there

ate any Balots io the vieinity. It is
haraly an¥ wonder that, under these
o.rcumstances, Brother and Bister
Baxendell sometimes feel lonely, and
often long for the assoclation of fellow
menmbers 1o the Church. It was ju
this aituation that a letter written by
Henry M. Willbrabam ot th s city, on -
the Temple dedication found them,
and to this they tent s reply from
which the followlng eXcerpts are
tagen:

To make it clear to you how much
we rejolce In reading your letter would
be a bard matter indeed. Try to
imagine the reelings of a wesry,
thirsty traveler, whose iife hau become
almost unendurable, seeking for rest
anu water in the desert, sud who sud-
denly comes upon BD ousis where he
gains the welcome shade of trees and
drinke to bis fill from the clear, crys-
tal, lifv-enving stream,;then you may
know how we [eit. Your letter was to
us as the epring to the traveler. O that
we could write with sach bopeful con-
tidence a8 you dol Mapytimes we
are mniraid thut we are nearly lost, No
Sainte, and no meetings here, we be-
come weak and neglect firat one duty,
then another until we elmost forget,
Yet we cannot forget the sweets of the
Gospel trait when Wehaveonce par-
taken of it; but we can become care-
lese, and that le a JaDgerous condition
to e in. You have strengthened Qs
very conaiderably, and God will blese
you. We must try to live so that
He will bices ua.

“There ls » great deal of interest
manifest Among the people out here
apout that besutifui 'Temple., The
Plttsburg papers had some pretty good
pictutes of it, of course we have never
reen the building, but we have & good
pbotugraph of it, a0y can beiieve that
it 18 beautiful and grand, You with
thousande of othera bave heen (o the
dedlcation, bave heard Inspiring words
of goou cheer, and have wilnvesed
things \bat wili be a8 a beacon light,
beckoning you ouWBrd and upwaru o
the path f duty sand booor, of truth
auu libetty end eternal lite, The
thought Intrudes that there are many
poor wanderers like us tbat are leit out
in the cold of u pltiless world, with no
brothorly words of love to cnest on the
lonely way., Yet we bave your lettere,
which are like the thread of- golden
light wnish pierces the derk storm
clouds, and we feet truly grateful that
we are not quite” forgotien by those we
love best on earth,

“But why sbould we complaln?
Perhaps we sare blessed now beyoud
our worth. We have nosickness In
our family. We huve been brought
through a very hard winter, although
it aidp’ctakEe B very Iarge waigstooat
to it us st times. We have life before
us, and also s little bope, and on the
whole we are glad tbat wehave known
the Liord. NMay we never forges.
Thank you fur your kinuly vhougnts
and words, and may Heaven bless you
with the fruition of your hopes in
that for which You ure striving—a
place in the celestiul kingdom of our
God,”

Judge Nugent, at Boise Clty, Idabo,
bhes tendeted a decision in the habess
corpus case of H, W. Eatly, the com-
mercial ewinuler, dismisslog the psti-
tion tor B wrlt and Femanding Early
to jmil,



