386

THE

DESERET WEEKLY.

wells io town, it leaves] the in
habitants with the only recourse left—
‘to baul the water needed for dnmestio
iee from the river,

But the fire! The night was cold
and chilly. The crowd which gathered
and walched the coneuming flames as
the timbers of the elevator gradualiy
<disappesred,. got close to the fire to
‘wWarm ,themeelves, myeself included.
And when at Jength commmon sense
suggested to some of wus that we
might juet a8 well return to
our lodging, as the fire might proceed

J uet a5 tast without ue, our bodies had
already been thoroughily tested by in-
tenee hieat on ope slde while tbe cold
might air penetrated the other. The
mext moroiog I, for one, found myeelf
A wiger if oot s better man. [ had In-
deed caught & genuine Colorado cold,
which soon terminated in a regular Col-
-orsdo la grippe,accompanied by a welj-
Enown Colorado cough, which baffles
4he skill of all Coloradoans, wise and
-otherwise. until it has run its course,

With this terrific coid preying upon

xny system I have visited all the settle-
ments of the Baints in the San Lujs
wvalley, preached in its different warde
-mnd vranches and obtaiped the his-
torical information that I was after.
But the ordesl was =& hard onoe,
Traveling in the cold sometimes from
twenty to forty miles a day, whben I
ought to have been in bed; and aspeak-
ing to the people from one to two hours
at night when [ sbouid perhaps oot
have opentd my mouth at ail, gave me
an experience which I do Dot covet u
second time. Bul by the prayers,
faith and good nursing of my friepds,
and particularly through that strengch
which the Almighty gave me, I filled
all my appointments and zm gow
about to return home, satlefied with
my iabore,

The Ban Luis Btake of Zion consists
of four Bilshop’s wards, uamely, the
Manassa warJd, to which belong he
brapches of Los Cerritus, Mouulain
View and Fox Creek; Banoford ward
with Eagtdale branch attached; Rich-
fleld ward, iocluding the brancb g
©of Morguo and Blanca, anuJ
the Brulah ward, receully or-
xanized in  New Mextco., The
vumerical strength of the Stake,
according to the last statistical report,
ds 501 families or 2,294 souis, of whom
two are Patriarcha, tifiy-elght Beven-
ties, furty-nine High Priests, ninety-
.seven Eiuers, eighteen Priests, fitty-
ope Teachers, 102 Deacons, 1,168 mem-
Gers aud 749 childrem under eivht
yearg of ege. Alfred R, Bmitb, a son
of the former Stake presiuent, Silas 8,
Smith, presides over the Stake, and hie
counselors are Levi P. Helm aud
Thomas A. Crowther. With the
‘exception of ome, all the branoh-
es and wards composing  the
Ban Luis BSiake of Zion are
eituated 1o the Ban Luie valley and
principally in Conpejos county. The
San Luis vailey 1s undoubtedly ihe
larygest valley in Culorado,as it extends-
north and svuth for about one hundred
and fifty miles, the south e¢nd reaching
fur into New Mexlgo; ite average width
is nearjy tilty mijes. The north moun-
tafn range Bingre de Christo form the
eaplern bouudary of the valley, and the
Conejos inounwains on tbhe west di-
vide the waters which fall into the
Gulf ot Mexico from those which
Jreaga the Galf of California through

the Colorado river. The Rio Grande
del Norte» enters the valley from the
mountains on the west, and then
changes its course to & southerly direc-
tion receiving a number oftributaries on
its way. among which are the Conejoa
and S8ap Antonio rivers from the west,
and a oumber of smaller 8:reams both
from the east and west.

The Ban Luis valley puts one in
miod of the plalos beyond the
Rocky Mcuntains east; for miles
and mlles the surface of the val-
ley is level as & fior; a few
hilis and Jow mountain ranges, how-
ever, rlae at dJdifferent points in the
valley, lendiog diversity to the land-
geape. This is particularly the uvase
with two dJome-shaped mountalos
which stand {o the south end of the
valley, vone on eiiher side of tbe Rio
Grande del Norte. Locking seuth the
opne to the right is called the San
A ntonito and the one oo the left the
Ute mouuntsin. These two mountains,
which stand detached from ai1 the
surrounding mountaion systems sand
ranges, are covered with immense
zrowtha of cedar and timhber, which is
utilized by the eetllers for fuel and
building material. Of course the more
extensive mountain slopes east and
west of the valley are likewise govered.
The altitude of the San Lwuis valley
varies from 7,500 to 7,800 feet above the
l:vel of the sesj in the spring of the
yearit insutject to hard and continuous
winds, which at le:at to new settlers
are a little sopoving. In Conpejus
counly, whete most of the Saints are
located, there are besides the Mormon
settlements and the railway townes,
quite a number of Mexican piszzas,
such as [.os Cerritos, Fuertecicos, Ban
Rafael, Maocetos, Lins Pinos and other=,
'ne prioncipal Mormon towns &are
Manasss, Sanford and Richfield; the
more 1mportant raliway towns are
Alamoss, Antonitosnda La Jara. The
Mexicans compoee nearly balf of the
eatire populatien of the county, and
live in their rather odd-looking flat-
roxled dwellings, the same a3 they dlg
two bundred years ago; they are oear-
iy all Catholics, and are stiil very
superatitions, On penitence day wmany
of them will subject themaelves Lo al-
mosy barbarous torture, generally self-
inflicted, and in a few instances they
even select indlviduale to be crucified
in imitation of the Bavior—not a sham
crucifixion eitber, but the actual sac-
rifiece of life by that most agonizing
ordesl,

Tue Manassa ward 18 the head-
quarters of the 3an LulsRtage of Zion,
lbhe town of Mansesa is beautiiuily
situated oo & level trast of Iland;
but immediately north of some low hille
which stand between the wosile
and the Couejos river; 1t is three miles
due enst from the railway where there
there is a switch but nu siation, ten
miles northeas. of Augtonito, eight
miles gouth scutheast ot La Jara,
tweniy-two miles south of Alamosa,
the iargest town in the vailey, and 808
miles by npearest railway from Salt
Liake City. Manassa was founde: by
Latter-any Baints in 1879, and ia now
a prosperous town. The new Htake
house, not yet fully completed, a fine
two-story brick schoolhouse, several
stores nod & large numhber of floe
privale resldences draw the atteation
of the stranger e he enters the town,
and on becoming acquajnted with the

people, he finds himeelf enjoying thag
free and full-hearted hospitality whigh
is 8o characterietic of the psopie in the
Bouthero States; a majority of the
Saints residing here hail from that
part of our great country. There are
279 families of Latter-day Saints b
the Manassa ward, or 1039 souls. John
C. Dalton i8 the Bishop; he acts withky
Mariin Christensen as his first ang
Josepb F. Tnomas a8 his second coun-
selor.

The Los Cerritose braneh (rather
disorganized at present) consisis oft
a few families of BSaints residing
in the immediate vieinity of the Mexi-
can town called Los Cerritos (the
meaning of which 1s Tbe Hills), situ-
ated on the Conejos river, three miles
southesst of Manassa.It was atthisplage
where the firat Latter-day Saint emj-
grantes first found temporary shelter ig
1878, and until Manassa was fouadegd
the next year. For many years Brother
L. M, Peterson, the probate judge of
Cooejos courty, was the presiding
Elder of the Los Cerritos branch.

The Mountain View branch consistg
of the Baints liviog in & scattered cop.
dition west of Manassa, across the rgjj-
way track, and also those of our people
living in aod around the townse of
A plonito snod Consjos. The latter
town is the county seat and is sity.
ated ope mile northwest of Auntonitg:
Meetings and Sunday scbhoul« .re hely
10 8 small Jog bouse nbout fAive miles
west of Maunassa. Bro. Ehbu K, Ba)j.
18 the president of the branch,

The Fox Creek hrancbh, which like
L Cerrites aud Mountain View be.

Jupg to the Manasss ward, coneista gf

seventeen families of Baiots, whe
reside on Fox creek and the Conejps
river, up in the mountajus west of the
Sao Lue valley. The center of the
branch, or the place where the people
have erected a nice, respectable jp
meetiog house, not tar from tne poipt
where Fox creek pute into the Conpe.
jus river, 1a sbout twelve miles gpe
wesl of Antonito. David Vance ls the
presi ent of the branch; meetings agy
Sunday achuols are helu regulariy.

The town of Sanford, thus named jg
houor of Biias Banford Bmith, tpe
former president ot the San Luis stake,
nas 5 most delighteome location on g
bench elevuted seversl feet above the
surrouodiog country. Like Manassa,
this town obtains ite supply of water for
irrigatiouv purposes from the Conejos
river;but its tine artesinn wells,of which
nearly every family in town has one or
more, add additional convenience to
the place. Banford was first founded
in 1885 with the intention that
should absorb the previously local’.eis
towns of Ephraim and Richfield, the
sites of which were coneldered too jow
and in other respects less desirable,
All the people from Ephraim moved
into Sanford; bence tbat towo is |
now defunct; pul ooly a portion of the
inhabitants of Richfleld vacated their
former homes 1n favor of the new
lcontion, thue that eettiement gtijli
existe. Banlord has s number of tine
resluences,and a twc-story brick school
house; avd the foundation for s pew
meeting house is laid. Borem (.
Berthelson presides as Bishop of the
Banford ward; his counselors are Geo.
W. Irwin ans Wm. O, Crowtber, Thé
ward has n total membersbip (East
dale not included)of 124 familieaor
687 souls. i
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