
8636 THE DESERET WEEKLY
wells in town it leaveau the in

habitants with the only recourse left
to haul the water needed for domestic
ibeause from the river

but the fire I1 the night was cold
andnd chilly the crowd which gathered
and watched the consuming flames asae
the timbers of the elevator gradlgraduallybally

got close to the fire to
warm themthemselvesRelves myself included
and when at length common sense
eugsuggestedug to some of us that we
might just as well return to
our lodging as the fire might proceed

j as fast without us our bodies hadbad
already been thoroughly tested by in-
tense heatbeat on opeone side while the cold
mightalight air penetrated the other the
next morningmoral OK 1I for one found myself
a wiser if not a better man I1 had in
deed caught a genuine colorado cold
which terminated in a regular col
ooraoradoladols grippe accompanied by a well
known colorado cough which baffles
the skill of all ColoColoradoaos wise and
otherwise until it has run its course

with this terrific cold preying upon
imyny system I1 have visited all the settlenettle
ineneo of the saints in the san luisliels
valley preached in its different wards

jandand braubranchescloes and obtained the his-
torical information that I1 was after
but the ordeal was a hardbard one
traveling in the cold sometimes from
twenty to forty miles a day when I1
ought to have been in bed and speak-
ing to the people from one to two hours
at night when I1 should perhaps not
havebave opened my mouth at all gave me
an experience which I1 do not covet a
second time but by the prayers
faith and good nursing of my friends
and particularly through that strength
which the almighty gave me I1 filled
all my appointments and am now
about to return home satisfied with
myjiny labors

the san luis otakestake of zion consists
of four bishopsbishopa wards namely themanassa ward to which be
branches of losLOB corridonCor ritusriton mountain
view and fox creek sanford ward
with eastdaleeasedaleEastdale branch attached richbich
abeld ward including the branch 0g
of morgan and blanca and
theahe beulah ward recentlyrece or-
ganized in new mexico the
numerical strength of the stake
according to the last statistical report
isdo families or 2294 souls of whom
two are patriarchs fifty eight seven-
thtites forty nine high priests ninety
seven elbers eighteen priests filly
one teachers Dedeacons 1168 mem-
bers and children under eight
years of age alfred BR smith a son
of thebe former stake presidentluent silas S
smith presides over the stake and his
COULscounselorselors are levi P helm and
thomas A crowtherCrowt ber with the
exception of one all the branch
es and wards composcomposingJug the
sanban luis stake of zion are
situated in the san luis vallevalleyyandand
principally in conejos coutcountyity the
san luisliuis valley is undoubtedly the
largest valley in Colora doas it extend
north and southoruth for about one hundred
and fifty miles the south end reaching
far into nownew mexico its average width
isie nearly fifty miles the north moun-
tain range singe de christo form theme
eastern bouaboundarydary of the valley and the
conejos mountains on the west di-
vide the waters which fall into the
gulf of meaco from those which
seseb the quitgulf of california through

the colorado river the riobio grande
del nortenorta enters the valley from the
mountains on the west and then
changes its course to a southerlyherly direc-
tion receiving a number on
its way among which are the conejos
and san antonio rivers from the west
aandud a number of smaller strstreamsearns both
frfromoin the east and west

the sanban luis valley puts one in
mind of the plains beyond the
rocky mountains east for miles
and miles the surface of the val-
ley is level asaa a flor a few
bills and low mountain ranges how-
ever rise at diffdifferentlarent points in the
valley lending diversity to the land-
scape this is particularly the asse
with two dome shaped mountainsmoun
which stand in the south end of the
valley one on either side of the riobio
grande del norte looking south the
one to the right is called the san
antonito and the one on the left the
ute mountain these two mountains
which stand detached from all the
surrounding mountain systems and
ranges are covered with immense
growths of cedar and timber which is
utilized by the settlers for fuel and
building material of course the more
extensive mountain slopes east and
west of the valley are likewise covered
the altitude of the san luisliuis vallevalley
varies from to feet above the
ivelI1 vel of the sea in the spring of the
year it is to hardbard and continuous
winds which at lest to new settlers
are a little aDnoannoyingving in conelli
county where most orof the saints artare
located there are besides the mormon
settlements and the railway towns
quite a number of mexican piazzas
such as los cerritos san
rafael Macemanetostoo LsLOB elnoa and
rhe principal mormon towns are
mahaskaMaiMajassahassa sanford and rich field the
more important railway towns are
Alainoaa antonitotonito andana la jara the
mexicans compose nearly half of the
entire population of the county and
live in their rather odd flat
broiledroiled dwellings the same asaa they did
two hundred years ago they are near-
ly all catholics and are still very
superstition on penitence day many
of them will subsubjectJeet themselves to al-
most barbarous torture generallygenerallilv self
inflicted and in a few instances they
even select individuals to be crucified
toin imitation of the savior not a sham
crucifixion either but the actual sac-
rifice of life by that most agonizing
ordeal

tuetoo Manmanresastesa ward is the head-
quarters of the san lulsluis stake of zion
fhe town ol010 f manassa is beautifully
situated on a level tract of land
but immediately north of some low hillsbills
which stand between the winettetowns tte
and the conejos river it is three miles
due east from the railway where there
there Isin a switch but no station tooten
miles northeastDort beasi of Auantonitotonito eight
miles south southeast of la jara
twenty two miles south of Alaralamonaalamosa
the largest town in the valley and
miles by nearest railway from salt
luecitylikeLAe city manassa was founder by
latter day salutesaints in 1879 and isin now
a prosperous town the new stake
housebouse not yet fully completed a fine
two story brick schoolhouse several
stores and a large number of fine
private residences draw the attention
of the stranger as hebe enters the town
and on becoming acquainted with the

people hebe finds himself enjoying that
free and full hearted hospitality which
isia so characteristic of the people in the
southern stated a majority of the
saints residing here hail from that
part of our great country there are

families of latter day saints in
the manassa ward or 1039 souls john
C daltonbalton isin the bishop hebe setsacts with
martin christensen as his first and
joseph F taomas as hiable second coun-
selor

the los cerritos branch rather
disorganized at present consists orof
a few families of saints residing
in the immediate vicinity of the mexi-
can town called los cerritos the
meaning of which tois the hills situ-
ated onan the conejos river three mllemiles

Manas saIt was atthis place
where the first latter day saint emi
grants first found temporary shelter limIQ
1878 and until manassa was founded
the next year for many years brother
jrL M petersonpaterson the probate judge orlconejos coulty was the presiding
elder of the los cerritos branch 3

the mountain view branch consists
of the saints living in a scattered con

west of manassa across the railhalll3

way track and also those of our people I1

living toin and around the towns of
Antoantonitootto and conejos the lattell
town is the county seat and is situ
abed one mile northwest of antonito i

meetings and sunday school re heluheida
in a small log house about five
west of manassaMaoMaU assa bro elihu K ball
is the presidentpre of the branch

the fox creek branch which likel
Lsina cerritosritts audand mountain view be 13

lunglong to theahe manassa ward consists of
seventeen families of sainto who
reside on fox creek and the Conel owl
river up in the mountainsmounta ius west of the i

dan luisJ buia valley the center orof thol
branch or the place where the people
have erected a nice respectable jog
meeting house not far from the potpoint
anere fox creek puts into the concone
jus river isIII aboutabbout twelve miles adue
west of antonito dividdavid vance is tthial

ent of the branch J meetings aandadd
bunday schools are heheldu regularly

the town of sanford thus named I1la
honor of silas sanford smith tth
former president of the san luis astaketak
has a most delightsome location on
bench elevated several feet above tthal
surrounding country like manasmanassa
this town obtains its supply of water f
irrigation purposesaes from the corejconeja
river but its line artartesianeelan
nearly every family in town has one
more add additional convenienceconvenience
the place sanford was first found
in 1885 with the intention tthatat
should absorb the previously blocslacau
towns of ephraim and richfield t
sites of which were considered toogoololo10
and in other respects loseless destra
all the people from ephraim amov
into sanford hence that town
now defunct but only a portion of ttl
inhabitants otof richfield vacated ththe
former homes in favor of the nonei
location thus that settlement fit
exists sanford has a number of fifin

a tac story brick sch
housthouse and the foundation for a noneimeeting house is laid soren C
berthelson presides asan bishop of tto
sanford ward his counselors are Ggeela
W irwin sui wmwin 0 crowther Trn
ward has a total membership eabE
dale not included of families i

souls


