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“whitecaps,’” doubtless elated with the
succees of their firet venture,ure tlireal-
ening other persons wilh a virit. [ntbe
cuxseof thbe man Goff it Ja given as an
excuse for punishing blm that his
offense was such that the Jaw did not
eesm totourb bim.

Tt is timae right now for thie business
to be stopped. Whetber or not the law
will deal with a csee shob as Gofl’s is
alleged lo be, it does reach tbat of
bis assnilants, who bave no legal or
moral rigbht to eugsge In suph out-
rageous prooeedinge, As aD organiza-
tion tney are neither coneervatrs of
the peace nor admlojstrators of toe
Jew; in purpose aud action, they are a
band of ruffisaps, Perhiaps vome well
meaping persons bave become assoni-
ated with them, aod il eo, the quicker
tbese learn the true npature of such a
eombination, and get out of i1, the bet-
ter. Aws for those who peraist in oarry-
ing out the schemes of the band, the
officera, local and otherwise, sbould
gee to it that the nefarious work ja put
an end to, and tbat.at ouce. Utab
haer Do room or eympatby for lawlese.
ness, organtzed or otberwise, and leaat
of all that baser sort which proceeds
in line with *“‘whitecap’® metbhods,
‘Thls A merican Fork eoclety should be
broken up wltbhout delsy, and f{ts
wicked pareer ended.

———
FACTS AND CONJECTURES.

Bome of tbe allegnijons made by
modern advocates af ‘‘higher oriti-
olem’* a8 applied to the books of the
Bible rest on assumpticns so fanoifal

an to be almost ridioulous to any one
who bas given tbe eubjeoi & careful
coneideration, Recsutly a wrier 1o
the Arenc askn, wnat was the **Jaw of
Moser” which Ezra read? Aud bu re-
pliee:

We do not know wilb absolnte cer-
tainty, but it was probably the Penta-
touch, or firat five books of our Bible,
still called the books of Moses, and con-
taining the aocount of the creation and
of the flood, the early history of the
Hobrews, the commnndments, and the
priestly ritual. These records bad been
written by many a hand, tbrough many
8 generation; they were mow for the first
time gatbered together in one book. As
their anthora were unknown, to whom
abould tbey be ascribed butto Mosos,
the lawglver and leador, the gremt
oational hero?

The autbor rimply contradicts ajl
the teetimony on the rubjeot and ae-
surwes without trace of proof thal, at
the time of Mzra, the authorebip uf the
Pentateuch was unknown; the books
collected for the Arst timv and the
hame of Moses stamped on tbem for
eftect. It historlcal testimony is
wortbless and coujecture sobstituted
for argument, of courss apything oan
be **proven,®’ and that §s pretty near
the very easence of “"bigber oriticlam.*?

‘The fact 8 itbat Muaes (apeording to
Deuter. 31:9) wrote tbe 1law and de-
livered it to the sons of Liavi, officiat-
ing in the sanctuary, It was oarefully
placed in the srk aud was to be reay to
tbe people, vld and young, citizens and
unljene, at stated intervals. It remained
io the custody of priealts duringthe
journeye tn the wilderness and after-
wards in Jeruaalem, When the temple
was builtin (batcity Bolomon depos-
ltedtbe law In the sanctuary. Astime

passed on it sreems to bave been forgot-
ten tbrough negligence of readinyg it
in publie until, during the relgn of
Josiah, it wae found by the offoiating
Hlgh Priest. A supcession of prophets
aroae after this, sll flourisbing before
tbe destruction of the temple, and all
weore famillar with the eacred manu-
acripts, proving beyond ocontradigtion
tbat they were preserved. During the
captivity Daniel refers to the law as
familiar to him, andjit {a tberefore no
conjecture that Ezra, upnn the return
from Babylon, bad in bis possession
tbe law In the main as originally de-
posited in the sanctuary by its illustri-
ous autbor. To this were added tbe
then extant writings of tbe other Qlu
Testament bistorians, poets and pro-
pbets, aod the divine inspiratio:,
the learning, Integrity and zeal of
Ezra and hisoo-workersare a sufficient
gusranty tbat npothng waa ads
mitted to the saored collection but that
which could be proven, on bistorjoal
wroonds, to be genuine and anthentie.
Liet it be remembered that the oollee-
tion of books ss made by Ezra was ao-
oepted by 1be8on of Gou Himsell as
doripture and tbat New Testament
writers refer no less then 249 (imes to
tbe Peptateuch, OChr.st genecally
prefacing His quotations by ascriblog
ite authorship to Moses, and the true
pature of “*higher criticism? wili be
better appreciated. Ordinary oritice,
bowever, will be content with reating
nn  the statement of the great
Nauzarene,

The New Testament is dispoasd of
with equal nougnnlaoce. The author
in the Arena says:

At the time of Christ’s deatb thers
ware in existence only svme of Hiws say-
inge and certain stories of Hia 11fe. More-
ovorl, these were not in writing-—they
were oral, By 70 A, D., thadato of the
slege of Jerusalein, thero were In writ-
ing oertain epistles, or letters, and (prob-
abéy) partof the Book of Ravelation. In
addition to tbess, bowever, there were
memoranda of Christ’a life and death;
but these were ubcompiled, unarranged
and not recognized as Holy Scripture.

Yes, they wero. At the very first
conference lo Jerusalem tbe resplu-
tions =adopted were recorded aws the
word of God (Acts 15:28) and as early
as at the date of tbe writing of the
secoud eplatle of Peter, the writingn of
Paul are referred to as “*‘Boriptures.®?
(2 Peter 3:16.) This settles the Im-
portaut guestion wbether the A postles
of our Liord clstmed autbority egual
to the more anacient inspired men,
They both claimed such sutbority and
were from the fret sustained by tbeir
followers. They did not gain such dis-
tinetion gradually but were at once
recognized. in speech and writings, as
the meseengers from Gad.

The fact ia that in tbe beginning of
our era a great many writlnge were
circulated olriming jospired asuthor.

sbip. Finally it became neces-
sary - lo  determine whieb were
geauulne aud wbhich were nol.
This was the work of the early

ocounoils, and ro careful were they inm
tbis regard that they would reject a
possibly genulne book, If the evidence
seemed insufliolent. It ls on record
that the Apostie John publicly
apknowledged tne autbentiolty of the
first three Gospels and added bils own
adasupplement to them, Most of the
epistles of Paul bear hls name and
were written ju the pressncs of wit-

nesser;, they were sent by private
mesasngars and geperally addressed to
public bodier; tbey were read in public
and sopied snd ciroulated tbhroughout
the ghurches. The chureh counolis
that collected these writings had,
therefore, evideuce sutlioient, and
tbey were guided in their decisions Ly
Aueh evidence.Moreover,thelr work was
practionlly conciuded &mw early aa
in the third century after Chrlat, while
historical facts still were easy of ac-
cess,

If the deolslon of s competent legal
tribunal i8 conolusive evidence of
lact proven before it, or if the opinion
of an eminent malhematic¢tan masy be
agoepted a8 proof of the soundness of a
demonatration, the deolaration of the
early Qbristiane as to the genulmeness
of the New Testament is & proof—not
authority, but evidenoe—tbal cannot
be shaken by a criticiemn tbat is based
{#rfgely on coLjeotures.

@. A. R. AND THE SCHODLS.

A score of yeara ago it would bave
been the hight ol rasb ness lor & perlod-
leal or publie officer in the North to
bave mude any assault aflecting the

bonor or patriotiem of the Grand Army
of tbe Republe organization, Tbe
services of the Unlon soldiera in the
Rebelllon, in preserving an undivided
country, were too {resh Jp the mem-
ortes of the people to permit & word
hoati]e to the nation’s defenders to o
unrebuked. Bulns time goes on ad-
verse oriticiems on the . A. R. be-
come niore frequent and attraot less at-
tention. Of oouree, no ane wili pre-
tend to eny that every member of the
organization ie an ideal of perfection;
yot with atl the mintakes it may have
mude, and the unforiupste tendencies
that may bave crept imto its ranks,
there does not appear to have bean any
adeguute cause for the bitler attapk
made in the issue of the Clruslian
Cynosure {Cbloago) of May 9. That
paper says:

Oneg of the worat features of tha G, A.
R. movement is the sffort tbat it ia mak-
ing to get our public schools into ita
olutches, Commander-in-Chisf Lawlor
bas appointed fourtesn memberm of the
order in fourteen different ntatea as ‘‘alda
in charge of the military instruction in
the public scbools.” Hsere in Chicago
pormiseion was given the G. A. R. by
tbe school board *to participate iu the
eohool exercises Incidene to Memorial
Day."

There nre two statemenis of fact on
whiph the  mssault on the G,
A. R. ia based. QOne s that
tbe spbool board gave the army
permission to  participate in the
Memorial Day exercises of the scbouls.
Whbat a terrible cftense, considering
the origin of the day ltsets! Memorial
Duy was inetituted in hobor o! the
Unlon dead who fell In the Civil War
—the oompanions In  arma, tbe
men who fought sgbouldar to
shoulder and jn cotmmon oatse,
witlh the G. A, X, members
who esurvived tbe elaughter and
olajmed the viclory o muany a hard.
fought battlefield,. Of tbe national
holidays which the G. A, R. abave ajl
otbera can look to snd wilth pecoliar
appropriatéeness regard us thelr owan,
Memorial Day is epecially marked out
botb in design and observance. Nex



