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Asac mattersmattera now tandstand with the union
pacific however it to not likely that
any building westward will be dooedone
under theshe management of that system

ARMOR PLATEFLATE AND SHELL

in the struggle between artillery and
shipbuildingship building cannon have been for
years made larger and larrerlarger and
armor plates thicker and thicker loin
order to determine the question
whether the thickest practicable plate
will be able to resist the heaviest
practicable shotbot one of the most in-
teresting

D

terestte ilIg experiments was made re-
cently by our government and judg-
ing by the results obtained the
problem would appear practically
settled in favor of the armor plate A
piece nineteen inches long and eigh-
teen inches thick and costing
was exposed tti the fire of two heavy
guns at indian head it was mount-
ed on a backing of solid oak three feet
thick there belog twenty six three
inch bolts through it the guns were
only leetfeet distant the first shell
hurledburled against thisbis target was
an pound projectileprole otile driven by

pounds of powder with a velocity
of 1465 feet a second the enormous
instrument of destruction penetrated
the plate only six inches causing the
surface surrounding the point of con-
tact to blister somewhat but leaving
the armor practically without further
damage another shell was hurled
against the plate wittiwith a striking
energy of tons thlethis penetrated
tonlien inches but was comale slyely batflat-
tened and melted and welded together
with the restatingresisting metal through the
heatbeat developed by sudden collision
next the target was attacked by the
greatest of naval puns hurling a
shell weighing 1100 pounds this
projectile struck it with a power of

tons and was completely pulver-
ized the plate itself remaining practi-
cally uninjured although the wooden
backing was reduced to splinters

the belief is expressed by govern-
ment officials that a ship protected by
such armor would be practically invul-
nerable to any gun now made and it
this view is correct manufacturers of
naval ordnance would have to COO

still more gigantic engines of
destruction or consider themselves
outdone by the engineers whose energy
and skill are devoted to the defense

HAD A LITTLE SENSE

the treasurer of the jersey city sui-
cide club has I1aust been expelled from
the organization for doinikdoenz about the
most sensible act of his life when
the lot fell on him under the clubs
rulesrales to kill himehimselfelf hebe displayeddieplayed evbv
dence of moral sanity by refusing to
commit thebe murder which hisbis com-
panionsPS expected of him his action
in this respect may be accepted asa a
partial atonement for ever havinghating
joined a fools organization the crime
of suicide litIs among be strongest evl
dencesdence of moral debasement and physghys
loal cowardice even when committed
under the mental depression which fol-
lows

fo-
llow extreme misfortune then the tic

timalm usually toIN aloneaion in the legal apon
sivilitylity therefore cannot be punished
by the law I1 a the cuecase of a club such as
the one referred to it toIs different and
should be taken legal cognizance of
every member of an organization
who subscribes to rules by which the
act of suicide toIs imposed on any andlindi-
vidual toIs an accessory before the fact
to the crime of murder justfust alia
thoroughly and completely anaa if the
fatal weapon were to be aimed at a
person other than the one who wields
it the members of suchaoh clubs when
known shouldhould be taken into legal
custody for the crime of conspiracy to
commit murder or itif a death hashaa
beenbeao the result of their combination
should be holdheld for the higher offenselenaeof
there should be no more condona-
tion of the crime olof suicide
in human legal procedure than
there toIs in the divine law it isie mur-
der and though the victim I1to out of
reach of mortal courts those who wil-
fully aid in itsita commission by rulesrulea or
agreementsagreement sucheuch as have been refreferredorrea
to should not escape the legal responsi-
bility because the murderer holdheld the
weapon the jersey city club treas-
urer had some sense loftleft when he re-
fused to abide the rulesrule of the
organ ution his followfellow members
ought to be taken care of either in jjailall
or the asylum

THE SHORT LINE receivership
the question of the receivership for

the oregon short line and itsif connee
eions outside of utah buyingbaring been
settled and the appointment of johnjobu
MN egan as receiver having been con-
firmed the next point of interestihlb terest
which attracts considerable local at-
tention isia the action to be taken by the
utah court the question as to
whether mr egan will have charge
over the utah lines or whether there
shall be a separate receiver will
come up before chief justice merritt
on thursday of this week in the
hearings eastbaet and west thothe courtscourt
decided against the union pa
orfiodiflo main system lain the propo-
sition to segregate the utah lines

there will arise some nownew
questions but it is probable the same
results will be reached though there
is the matter of a special receivership
for the utah lines to consider on wethe
basis of certain utah stockholders
wishes and of special government in-
terests in connection with thebe operation
of the main line those who favor
thehe latter proposition claim that itif a
separate receiver is appointed the
headquarters of operation necessarily
will be in utah probably at saltbait
lake city but on the other handbond
there is little room to doubt that such
location tois almost equally a certainty
with mr egan as receiver

we have never been among those
who anticipated evil or business mis-
fortune should the short line re-
ceivership for all11II the branch lines
become a certainty such a move has
seemed to us tote promise ad led bene-
fits and development to all inter
mountain interests the further the
matter progressesressee the more certain
does this promise appear As to saltbait
lake city receiving injury through
the possible establishment of head

quarters at portland woire havebare never
been able as yet to cultivate the least
particle of alarm the short idinea
interestsinterest all require that it cherish the
friendship and securelecure the business of
this motion of country andaad
we have given the manipulatorsmanipulator of
the present movement credit for
common sense enough to wesee it

wheredwiere the macgregorMacUregor sitsrite thetherereja
abe bead of the table PP and whoever
gets the bulk of the utah and inter-
mountain trade notegets it as pawedpassed along

suitsalt lake city
under abe that are impend

ing a battle of the giants seem inevi-
table it will be a railroad contest royal
some of theabe roads that anticipate great
benefits to themselves may and
no doubt will be disappointed
but saltbait lake citescity prospects are ma-
teriallyterially brightened and the improve-
ment in her business under
ever change may come be over
looked or hindered the more solid
our relations with the great and grow-
ing northwest the firmer and more
enduring will that improvement be
hence the folly of antagonizing the
agency that must surely help nou and
of shuttingabutting ourselves out from the
benefits by a scheme of petty manage-
ments over small systems which while
it is true that they radiate from here
have the great misfortune of ending
in the air

THE LATEST FROM mara

the interest in our celestial neigh
bor mars continues unabated and the
great question tillstill tois whether that
planet is inhabited by intelligent be-
log

be-
ings or not among the results sup-
posed to be obtained some are evident-
ly contradictory and others are as far
asaa can be judged at present bordering
on the fantefantasticAtle

duringdaring the recent favorable apposi-
tion four observers at mount hamilton
were closely watching the luminary
one of chope professorwor campbellOam
studied in particular the spectrum of
mars with a view of ascertaining
whether the globe Is enveloped in an
atmosphere his supposition was that
thehe solar spectrum itif observed after

having pawedpassed through the sup-
posed atmosphere of the planet must
show some modification whatever
lines there might be not solar or tor-
re

ter-
restrialreere tria would be of martial origin
the result of his most carefulop reful observeobserva
eions was that there waswaa no more
evidence of aqueous vapor or of an
atmosphere onan marsman than there Is on
the moon lakslake oceana irrigation
canals snow caps inhabitants and
signals all if the dictum orof
the spectroscope be accepted not with
standingglooso much has been said about
these things recently that laymen in
general commenced to look upon them
asan facts professor campbellCampbeJl himself
regards it asan very satisfactory to have
been able to sweep awayaay what be calls
a fabric of assumptions barring the
path to true knowledge tutbut whether
he approached his scientific lustra
mootsmeats with preconceived ideas or per
featly unprejudiced tois not quite appar-
ent from the published accounts at
hand

peroivalpercival lowelllowel another eminent
astronomer takestakee a different view


