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As maiters pow stand with the Unlon
Pacifle, bowever, it 18 not ljkely Lhal
sby hujlding westwsrd will be done
under the management of that eystem.

ARMORFPLATE AND SHELL.

Are—

In the struggle between artillery and
ship-building, eappbon bave heen for
years mnde larger and larger and
armor plates thicker and thleker in
order’ to determine the question

whether the thickest practicahle plate
wlill be able to resist the heavlest
practicahle shot. Ounpe of the most in-
tercstiog experlments Wae inade re-
cently by outr government, and Juug-

ing hy the resulis obtuined, the
problem would appear pruactically
settled in favor of the armor plate. A

plece nineteen lnobes long and eigh-
teen inpohes thick and costing $20,000
was expreed 6o the Are of two beavy
gund at Indian Head. It was mount-
ed on & backiog of eolid ok three feet
thick, tbere belng twenty-six three-
joch belts through it. The guna were
oply 800 {eet distant. The first ebell
hurled against Lthils target was
an 860.pound prolectile driveo by
249 pvnode of powder, with a veloolty
of 1,465 feet n second. The enormous
ipstrument of destructivn penetratrd
the-plate only six inches, causlng the
surface surrounding the poict of con-
tact to hlister pomewhat but Jeaving
the armor practically without further
damsge, Another sheil was hurled
against the plate with a striking
energy of 21,885 tone, T'his penetrated
8n inches, hut was compleely flat-
tened and mnelted nnd welded together
with the reslsting metal ithrough the
heat developed by sudden collislon.
Next, the target wae attacked by the
greatest of naval gune, bhurling =
stiell welgbing 1,100 pounds. Thie
projentile struck it with a power of
25,000 tone and was completeiy pulver-
1zed—tlae plate itself remnining practi.
cally uninjured although the wooden
backing was reduced to splinters,

The belief & expressed by govern-
ment officials that a ahip protected by
suph armot would be practically invul-
perable to any gun now made, and if
this view s correct, manufaciurers of
pnaval ordpance would bave to con-
siruct still more glguantio englnes of
deetruction or conslder themselves
outdone Ly the engineers whose energy
and ekll) are devoted to the Jefense.

HAD A LITTLE SENSE.

The tressurer of the Jersey Cily sui-
cide glub has juel been expelled from
the organization for dolnz about the
moit sensible act of his life. YWhen
the lot fell on him, under the club’s
rales, to kil) bimself, he displayed &v.-
dence of moral sapnity by refusing to
commit the murder which- hjs com-
panions expected of him. His action
in this reapect may be socepted as a
partial atonement for ever having
joined a fools’ orgapization. Thecrime
of sujcide js amoog the strongest evi.
dences of mora] dehasementsand phys-
joal cowardice, even when committed
ubder the mental depression whnich {o!-
lows extretne misfortune. Then the vjc-

tim usually le nlope in the legal respon-
sibility, therefore cannot be pubnlabed
by thelaw. In the oaseof a clubguch as
the one referred to it is diferent, and
ahould be taken Jlegal cognizance of.
Every member of an organlzation
who subgoribes to rules by which the
act of sulpide s imposred on any indi-
vidual, is an socessory before the fact
to the crime of murder, just as
thoroughly and completely as If the
fntal weapon were to he aimed nt a
peraon other than the one who wields
it, The members of sugh c¢lubs, when
kEnown, should be takean into legal
custody for the orime of conepiracy to
commit murder, or if a death has
been the result of thelr combination
should be held for the higher oftense,
There shou!d be no more cundona-
tien of the erime ot suleclde
in buman legal procedore than
there s in the divine law., Itie mur-
der, and though the victim s out of
reach of mortal coutts, those who wii-
tally aid in ite commiesion, by rulee or
agreements such as have heen referreu
to, should not eacape the legal responsi-
bility beproee the mutrdersr held the
weapon., The Jersey City club treas-
urer had some senge laft when he re-
fused to ahlde the rules ot the
organ zstion. His fellow members
ought to be taken care of elther in jall
or the asylum.

THE SHORT LINE RECEIYERSHIP.

The question of the recelvership for
the Oregon Bhort Line and 1ts connec-
tions outelde of Utabh baving heen
settled, and the Appointment of Jobhu
M. Egan as recelver baving heen con-
tirmed, the pext point of ihterest,
which attraets considerable Jooal at-
tention, 8 the action to be taken hy the
Utah court. The question as to
whether Mr. Egan will have ocharge
over the Utab Jines or whether there
shall be & separate receiver, will
come up hefore Cole! Justice Merrilt
on Thursday of this week, Ib the
hearioges enst and west, the courts
decided aguinet the Union Pa-
ciflc main eystem, In the propc-
aition to segregate the UUtabh lines
therefrom thers will ariee some new
queatione, but it ia probable the same
results wlll be resached, though there
is the matter ol & epecial receivership
for the Utan lines to consider, on the

neeis of certain Utabh stockbolders?’

wishes and of special government ju-
terests in cuonneotion with theoperation
of the main line. ‘Chose who favor
the latter proposition ciajm that it a
eeparate receiver is apnolnted the
headquarters of operatiou nececesarily
will ne in Utab, prohably at Bailt
Lake City; but on the other bepuy
there Js littie room to doubt thst such
location Is slmost «qually a ceriaiuty
with Mr. Egan as recelver,

We have bever been among those
wbo anticlpated evil or business mie-
fortune shouid the Sbort Line re-
ceivership for sll the branch linee
become & certalpty, Buch s move hse
seemed to us te promiee adled hene.
fitn and development to all Inter-
mourntaln interests. The further the
matter progresses, the more certain
does thie promise appear. As to Salt
Lake Qity receiviog lujury through

the poseible eetablishment of bend-

quatters at Portland—we have never-
beepn able ua yetto cultivate the least
particle of alarm. The 8nhort Line’s.
interests all require thatit cherish the
friendebip and eecure the husiness of
this eection of country; sod
we have given the manlpulators of
the present movement credit for-
onmmon esnse ennugh to see L,
“Where the MagGrezor site, there’s
Ihe bead of the table;?* and whoever
gets the pulk of the b’tnb and toter-
mwuntajn tradegets it as pacsed along
trom Balt Liake City.

Under the changes that sare Impend
iog a battle of the giants reem jnevi.
tahle; It will be a rallroad contest royal..
Some of the ronds that anticipate great
benefits 1lo themselves may and
no doubt will he dissppointed;
bat Balt Lake Clty?s proepects are ma-
terlally brightened and Lthe jinprove-
ment In ber bueiness under whatso.
ever change MAay come uanput be over-
looked or hindered. The more solid
our relations with Lthe great and grow-
ing Northwest the flrmer and mote
epduring will that improvement be;
bence the folly of snlagonizing the
agency that must aurely help ur, and
of shutting oureelves out from the
beneflts by & echeme of pelty manage-
mehts o ver small aystems which while
it is true that they radiste irom here,
have the great misfortune of ending
in the air.
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THE LATEST FROM MARS

The inlerest in our celestia]l neigh-
bor, Mars, continues unabated and the
great queetion atill 1a whether that
planet 1s inhabited by 1ntelligent be-
ings or not. Amopg the resulis sup-
posed to be obhtalped some are evident~
Iy contradictury and others nre, ne far
an can be judged at prepsol, hordering
oh the fantastic,

Doring the recent favorable apposi-
tion four obeervers ul Mount Hamrlton’
were closely watching the tumlnary,
One o! theee, Profesror Camphell,
studied In particular the spectrum of
Mare with & view of sscertaining
whether the globe in enveloped in an
atmosphere. His supposition was that
the solar epectrum, }f ohserved aflter
having papaed  through the asup-
poeed atmosphere of the planet, must
show some modifleation, Whatever
lines there might he, not solar or ter~
restrial, would he ot Martial origin.
The result of his most grrefu] ohserva-
tlons was that there was nho more
evidence of. aqueous vapor of of un
atmospbhere nno Mare than there js on
the moon, Lakee, oceanr, irrigation
cauals, suow Ctape, Inhabitants and
signals, all vaoish, ¥ the dictum of
the spectroacope he accepted, notwith-
atapdingjeo much bar been said gbout
theee thinge reecsntly that Jaymen in
geneta) commenced to look upon them
as fagts. Professor Camphbe)l bimself
regatds It aB very eatiafuotory to have
been able lo aweep away what he gzlls.
s fabric of assuroptione barring the
path to true knowledge, Lut whether
he approached his eclentific jnetru-
mente with preconceived ldeas or per-
teoctly unprejudioed jo not quite appar-
ent from the publisbed accounts at
hand.

Percival Lowell, another emlpent
aetronomer, lakes m different view,



