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saturday 22 1I wrote the following letter
nauvoo saturday morning

june 184414

to hisHi excellency thomas ford governor
dearde r sir I1 this morning forward you the

remainderder of the affidavits which are ready to
present toto foujouyou by the handsbands of a gentleman
who is fully competent to give you information
on the whole subject which has been the cause
of the origin of our present difficulties I1

recommend the bearer col
woodworth as one of my aides and a man
whose testimony can be relied upon

I1 presume you are already convinced that it
wouldV be altogether unsafe for me or any of the
city council to come to carthage on account
of the vast excitement which b-ashashas been got up
by false report and libelous publications no-
thing would afford me a greater pleasure than
a privilege of investigating the whole subject
benoiebeaor e youeyour excellency in person for I1 have
everheidheldhldi selfseif in readiness to comply with
your ordersord drsirs and answer for my proceedings
before any legal tribunaltrib linal in the state

I1 would hereby respectfully pray your ex-
cellencycelcei lency tp come to nauvoo if congenial with
your feelings and give us a privilege of laying
the whole matter before you in its true colors
and where abundanceabundailcetice of testimony can be
forthcoming to prove every point by disinter-
ested persons men of character and of worth
and notoriety strangers who were here all
the timetimed I1 but I1 am satisfied your excellency
does not wish men to expose the lives of the
citizens of this place by requiring them to put
themselves into the power of an infuriated
bloodthirstyblood thirsty mob a part of whom have already
several times fired upon our people withoutwithout the
least shadowy of cause or provocation

I1 am informed this morning that somegome gentle-
man has made aMiaffidavitlavit that hebe hadbad a private
conversationi with me in which I1 stated that I1
had secretselarit correspondence with you ac if
any perpersondorlsori has been wicked enough to do this
he is a berjperjuredtired villviiivillainainaln fortor in the first place I1
do notdot buflersuffer myself to holdbold private conversa-
tion with anykny stranger and in the second place
I1 have never even intimated any thing of the
kind as having secret correspondence with
your EielExelexcellencylency

our troubles are invariably brought upon us
by falsehoodsalseaisehoods and misrepresentationsutonbyy de-
signing medmen we have ever held ourselves
amenable to the law and for myself sirair I1 am
aveiever ready to conform to and support the laws
and constitution even at the expense of my
life I1 have never mn the least offered any re-
sistancesi to law or lawful process which iais a
well known fact to the public all of which
circumstances make us the more anxious to
have you come to nauvoo and investigate the
whole matter

now sirair iais it notriot an easy matterpatter to distin-
guish between those who have pledpiedpledgeded them
selves to exterminate innocent men women
and children and those who have only stood
in thertiler own defence and in defence of their
innocent families and that too in accordance
with the constitution and laws of the country
as required by the oaths and as goodgrood and law
abiding citizens

in regard to the destruction of the arn the
truth only need to be presented before your
excellency to satisfy you of the justice of the
proceedings Thel press wasavasAacas established by a
set of men who had already set themselves at
defiance of the law and authorities of the city
and had threatened the lives of some of its
principal officers and who also it no
privateprivate matter that the bress waswag established
foror the express purposepur ose of destroying the city
as will I1be shown tyby the affidavit of joseph
jacksonJack nd as they stated to me in

mr babbitt informs me that reports are in
circulation that we have taken property which
belongs to the mr laws and others there
has been notio property meddledneddled with to my
knowledge Uebelongingtonging to any person except
prproperty we have purchased of the rightful
owners

mrair law turned over some property to a mr
hicks to pay a debt this I1 purchased of mrnir
hicks and I1 am responsible to him for the
amount we have been especially careful to

lppreservereserve the property of those who are ex-
citing the public against usils inasmuch as we
know that every means would be used which
could be invented to raise excitement and we
flaveave appointed the police to watch this pro-
perty and see that no harm was done ta it by
any person as they had tried to fire their own
buildingwiding and was detected in the act fheibe fire
was extinguished by the policemen and no
property damaged

there have been no prisoners taken inin this
citycit neither any person held as hohostagestagestaZe ononlyy
some who are residents of this place whoh hadbad
broke the laws no stranger has been inter-
fered withnolwith nor detained in the city under any
circumcircumstancesstanbesces j

in hastebaste I1 have the honor to remain dear sirbirsiryour most obedient servant
JOSEPH SMITH

gen N L
this letter was accompanied by other affida-

vit and sent by lucien woodworth who was
delegated to go inin placepace of dr richards heile
started at noon inin company with squire woods
of burlington

legion met as usual and after receiving
instructions were dismissed until 6rpmpm when
thethey met againaam at 7 pmp m I1 instructinstructedea gen
dunham to cause the regiments ofot the 2ndand
cohort to turn out tomorrowto morrow and work by
turns three or four hours each with
inging tools and to take the best measures inin case
olFof attackattach I1 also gave orders that a standard
be prepared forfop the natDatnationsionslong

almonaimon W babbitt arrived from carthage
thisthier inorning havinghaling come afat the request of
the governor who thought it notfiot wisdom to
have richards and phelps and others of the
city council go to carthage

edward robinson made thetue following affida-
vit

state of illinois
city of naunauvoooo00
on the daday ofof junejupe 1844 came beabeforeore

memewW W phelps clerk of0 the mayorsmajors court
inin said city dr edward robinson who atterafter
being duly sworn deposeth and saithbaith that
while at carthage on the and dinst

I1 I1 heard several pparsonsprr onssons who had assembledresembled
together for wwarlikear ke ppurposes having their
arms and one cannon with them say that
they were gathering together for the purpose
of destroyingdeatron ing the property of general joseph
smith or as theythe said joe smith andaud his
followers and the city council with the ex-
ception of one and finally said that they would
destroy

I1
the town and exterminate the latter

dasday saints EDWARD ROBINSONROB SON
subscribed and sworn to before me this

day otof june 1844181418 14 iA

W W PHELPS clerk 31 C
jmesjarnes olive made the follfollowingi 6 affidavittujune1 1844

state of illinillinois01N
hancock coullcountyty

city of nauvoo
personally appeared before me aaaaronron john-

son a justice of the peace inin and for said
countycount jamesjamea onteolive who being first duly
sworn deposedeposethtb and saith that oilon friday after-
noon the mstmat about 3 liehe was at
his own house about avio miles from appanooseAppa noose

I1 in a southeasterlysouth easterly direction liehe saw a four
horse wagon with some men before it all trav-
eling towards appanooseAppa noose they went about a

of a mile beyond mym hougehouie there met
a two horse wagon andind a company of men
about fifteen inin number both parties then
took the road towardsards the big11

iNmoundfound a papartrt
of the menmnm n were mounted and a part were on
foot the mounted men wereere forward and after
passing my house they wheeled and rode back
to the footmen who were some little distance
behind and said to them thereethere are some fel-
low

fell-
ows s on the moundfound you had better hurry on
and we will take those fellows and carry them
to carthacarthageel the used profane langulanguageage
I1 watched them until they got near the mound1 aund
and sasawbaw the guard oilon the mound turn and run
towards nauvoo after that the companycompan
went on to the mound and haltedbaited near the spot
where fhe guard hadbad run from

on the bamesame evening about sundown there
waswag a manmail by thebe name of milton IIIlamiton

I1 came into my house and told me hebe hadbad come
0too tell me to airnaim and equip myselfin selfseif according
to law and stan in readinessreadingread ineseL that the gov-
ernor had demanded joseph smith according
to law and that liehe would not come itleanmean-
ing that joseph smith would not midernider
that the general had issued orders foifor the mi-
litia to be in readiness to take said smith I1
asked him what general and hebe observed thattint
he believed it was colonel williams I1 asked
him if it waswabw aa done by orders of the governor
and he saideaid that was the understanding he
told me he acted under the orders of cacaptpt me
auteauleauley ard further baithsaith not

I1
JAMES OLIVE

s subscribed and sworn to this
0 day of june 1844 before meL Si AARON JOHNSON J P 11

phebe levettlevert states that she saw finch
rollison foster and squire mcauley inin the
company who fired on the guard on the la
harpe road

george G Johjohnstonelistone made the following
I1affidavit

I1 I1

june 1844
state of illinoillinois

hancock Ccountyanty
city of nauvoo

personally appeared before me aaron john-
son a justice of the peace in and for the coun-
ty of hancock george G johnstone living on
spring creek inin nicAlcmcdonoughDonough county who being
first duly sworn deposeth and saith that yes-
terday napoleon hardin came to our depon-
ent and said that the governor hahad sent orders
for the militia to be called out for todaylodaylototodayday at
four ppmm and to start on to car-
thage there to wait until all were ready from

the different counties in the state and then
they should march out to the prairie they
should stop on the prairie and send in a flag of
truce to nauvoo and demand the body otof gen-
eral joseph smith if the people of nauvoo re-
fused to give him up then they should exter-
minate the whole otof them

GEO G JOHNSTONE
Lr qS subscribed and sworn to this

S day of june 1 44 before me
AARON JOHNSON J P

gideon gibbs made the following affidavit
sateslateS ate of illinois
city of nauvoo 5
on the june 1844 came before me W

IV phelps clerk of the mayors court for said
city gideon gibbsGibbsandand afteratter being duly sworn
deposeth and saith that on the afternoon oeof
the mstmat about a half milemlle south east of
the big mound on the lila harpe road a party
otof about eight or ten men in a orarovarA likeilke attitude
in company with two teams passed your5 our said
affiant and one of them said lie fired at two
men near thomther big mound thought he killed
them both and your deponent saisalsaithliiill no further

GIDEON GIBBS
subscribed and sworn to before meme this

day of june 1844
W W PHELPS clerk al C 11

luman H calkins made the following1 affid-
avit june 1844
state of illinois

city of nauvoo 5

personally appeared before me george IV
hamshans an aldermandermandl acting illin and for the city
of nauvoo luman H calkins andaidald being first
duly sworn depdeposeosethlh and saith ththatt aaboutb it
seven weeks ago I1 came on the steinsteamboatboat
ohio fromtron st louis to nauvoo when william
nesbit who was on board entered into con
veivel bation with your ddeponentepo nent

I1 asked him if hebe knew any thing about theth
conspiracy in nauvoo to kill joseph and hy-
rum and all that believed on them he sudsaid he
did it was intended that they all should be
killed between then and the julyJ I1

I1 asked him who aaawaa at the heahead 0off hethe con
aspiraseira cj liehe replied he wasds swornSIV orn not to elieilelltell
w ho0 the head one was I1 asked him if there
were any inin nauvoo concerned he repliedreplies
there was and named the two laws two fos-
ters two Higbees charles ivins and several
others I1 askedaided itif it wasw as to be made a public
thinghinbin he replied the first blow wasvv as to be struck
in nauvooa 00 by those whovrho were opposed to jo-
sephselasell I1 asked how many they could rely on
in naulbroooo00 he said thethey could rely on gisggsgivefivee hun-
dred if they could only get arms fortor them

liehe said as soon as the first blow was struck
in nauvoo there were about men ready
inin missouri to jojoinin them to exterminate all who
believed on joseph smith he also told me
that thediethe dledie vernon whenA hen she came on her
pleasure trip to nauvoo that there were none
but spies and who came on purpose to beeaee the
places iniii order to know how to li whenhen
the time comes to strike and he aloalsoaio said the
Reformreformersershadhad got spies conticontinuacontinuallynuanuzlilytily passingpas
nauvoo in order to spy out all that took place
and there was hotsot a thinethingr took place in nau-
voo but what was made known to0 o them in htst
louislouia as soon as a steamboat landed

I1 told him I1 should thinthink hebe would be afraid
to stop here behe said he should stay in nau-
voo and caiecalecarry on his butchering as usual aaa
if there was nothing dakilltaking place tbthatit he had
aaas good a gun as any manmm ever put to his face
and that the first shot he should fire would be
to kill joseph and hyrumhv rum said 1I the people
will surely kill youou then behe replied he would
rush throughall a thousand people to wash hisuisuis

j hands in josephs blood and especially ininhyrams ifff he was to be immediately cut into
a thousand pieces he said he should be willing
to die as soon as liehe had killed them

about five weeks since I1 had another conver-
sation with william nesbit when behe confirmed
the whole of the foregoingforegone conversation and
helie also said hebe had made arrangements with
mrair bostwick of st louis to bendsend him a brace
of the best pistols for thetiie purpose of being
ready whenhen hebe wanted them he aitoalao said
that he would kill hyrumhv rum any time that he
could get anall opportunity without being detect-
ed I1 then asked himhm if hyrum could be put
inin his wwaya so that nodo man leopldw ouid mistrust him
would you kill him heife said by god I1
would I1 asked if he would not be afraid to
kill him inin cold blood he replied noinq I1 would
not I1 would do it inin a moment if I1 could get an
opportunity

theile daday following I1 left for galena and re-
turned on tuesday dinst and on the
I1 sabawsaw williamwWilliam nesbit inin the ranks and I1 cau-
tioned richard brazier to keep an eye on nes-
bit for he had sworn to wash his handshadda inin jo-
sephs and hyramshv rumsarums blood

LUMAN 11 CALKINS
subscribed and sworn to this day of

juilejune 1844 before me
GEO W HARRIS

alderman of the city of nauvoo
at 12 noon orders were sent to the different

guards and pickets to let personspersona passpasa and re-
pass without hailing them until further orders

I1 issued the following
GENERAL ORDERS

aimayors office head quarters of
the nauvoo legion r

nauvoonarvoo june 1844
to col jonathan dunham

acting majr gen nauvoo legion J
sir you will proceed without delay with

the assistance of the nauvoo legionlesion to prepare
the back ground of said city for defence against
an invasion by mobs cause the legion to be
furnished with tents and makematte your encamp-
ment in the vicinity of your labors

JOSEPH SMITH
mayor of the city of nauvoo and

gen of the nauvoo legion
to col jonathan dunham

i malormajor gen in command nauvoonauvoo legion
at 6 pm I1 prophesied that in the sickly

seasons sickness would enter into the houses
of the mob and vex them until they would fain
repent in dust ard ashes they will be smitten
with the scab ac

at 7 pm I1 received the following
we the undersignedundersignerundersigned citicitizenszells 0ofi hancock

county respectfully request general joseph
smith to preach oilon tomorrowto morrow and that wswe
have liberty of seats near enough to the stand
to hear inasmuch as we have an opportunity
to hear him but seldom and some of us have
not heardbeard him at all yours respectfully

JAMES HAMILTON and co capt at
the liberty branch

NATHANIEL CASE capt ath co
ath regrev 2ndand cohort N L from la
harpe

URIAH ff YAGER ana co capt at
the branch of macedonia 2ndand cohort

HIRAM CLARK at the
miland branch company

Z D WILSONS COMPANY
ALVAH L TIPPETTS do

I1 S HANCOCK major of the battali-
on of the 3rdard regiment

WARREN SNOW capt and co ath
reg 2ndand cohort of N legion

at 10 pm I1 received the following letter by
the hands of captain yates who accompanied
elders john tayloe and john M bernhiselon
their return from carthage ll11k

I headblead quarters carthage
june 1844

to the mayor and council of
the city of nauvoo

Gentlegentiegentlemenmem after examining carefully all
the allegations oilon thetile part of the citizens of
the country in hancock county and the defen-
sive matters submitted to me by the committee
of your citizens concerning the existing dis-
turbancesturbances I1 find that there appears to be but
little contradiction as to important facts so

j that it may be safely assumed that the imme-
diateI1 cause of the existing excitement is the
destructionof the press and fixtures of the

1
nauvoo expositor and the subsubsequentbequent refusal

I1 of the individuals accused to be accountable
according to the general laws of this

state and the insiinslinsistinginsistingstin1
g onoil your partpartss to be ac

i

j
countableae only before your own municipalapal court

1
I1 and according to the ordinances of your city
I1 many other facts have been asserted on both
sides as tending to increase the excitement
but as they mostly relate merely to private per-
sons and committe dby individuals and tend
simply to show the present state of affairs I1
will not furtherfarther notice them in this communi-
cation

the material facts to be noticed arearc that a
newspaper called the nauvoo Exposiexpositortot was
established in nauvoo that this newspaper
was deemed offensive to the people of that citycly

that the common council without notice or pro-
cess to the owners entered into a trial and
heardbeard statements not under oath and evidence
which was under oath in relation lo10 the char

lacteracter of that paper and in relation to the
j character conduct and designs of the owners
i and editors of the press that upon hearing stichsuch
statements and evidence the common council
passed an ordinance or resolution declaring said
press and paper to be a public nuisance and
orderorderededthethe same to be abated as such that a
writ was issued by the mayor to the marshal
of the city for that purpose that a military
order was issued at the same time by the
mayor who is also lieutenant general ofof thetha
nauvoo legion to the major general in com-
mand of that legion for a force sufficient to
enslie the execution of the writ aforesaid

it appears also the press was destroyed in
obedience to the foregoing ordinance and writ
according to a return onn the same by the mar-
shal in the follofollowingfol lowinewinz words the within press
and type is destroyed and pied according to
order oaon this loth day of june 1844 at about
six pm J P GREENE C M

it appears also that the owners of the press
obtained from a justice of the peace at carth-
age aa warrant against the authors of thisthia de-
structionstBt for a riotriol that the constable charged
with the execution of this process arrested
gomesome of the persons accused who immediately
obtained writs of habeas corpus from the mu-
nicipal court of Xyourur city by virtue of which
theyt ey were tried inin nauvoo and discharged
frfrom arrest and that they have ever since re-
fused to be arrested or to submit to a trial atit
any oherother place or before any other court ex-
cept in the city and before the municipal
aforesaid

it has also been reported to me that martial
law has been declared in nauvoo that persons
and property have been and are now forcibly
imprisonedmp ironed and detaineddet there and that the
legion has been ordered undertinder arms to resist
any attempt to arrest the persons accused I1
have not particularly enquired into the truth
of these latter reports for although they may
become matters of GREATCHEAT importance IN tueTHE
SEQUEL they are not necessary to be ascer-
tained and acted upon at present


