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FIRST DAY

MONDAY 2 P M

PRESIDENT BARNUM on being conduct-
ed to the chair addressed the conven-
tion as follows

gentlemen of this convention eorforforthethe
confidence and the honor which you
by your vote have so unexpectedly ex-
pressed in me I1 return you my sincere
thanks I1 could certainly have wished
that this choice had fallen on some
other member of the comconventionantion some
one more intimately acquainted with a
large majority of the members of the
convention in conducting the busi-
nessnessnesb of the convention whatever shall
be the tertermn of itsith session and whatever
may be the work performed and the
result of our laborwitlaborsit will be my endea-
vor while occupying thisthib chair to dis-
charge the duties devolving upon me
faithfully honestly and impartially to
every member of the convention and
very much will depend upon yoursyourselvesives
as to the dispatch order and emmieffiefficiencyelencyclency
with which the work of this conven-
tion shall be consummated

again I1 return you my sincere
thanks and hope that if as a result of
the labors of this convention a con

shall be framed and submitted
to the people that in every part and
portion of it in the principlis involved
in it as well as in the language in which
it shall be expressed it shall be buchsueh a
one as will challenge the approval not
only of the congress of the united
states if presented to them but of
every portion of the people of these
united states ApapplaudAppplauelaukelauie

the following officers were eleeter
for the permanent organization

secretary R L campbell
assistant secretary L john nuttall
second assistant secretary john

henry smith
doorkeepersergeri john D T mcallister

and milando pratt
messengers robert S campbell and

brigham carrington
reportersKeporters david W evans35 vans and

john QCQ cannonannon
printer angus lil cannon
fireman rodneybodney badgenbidger
mr fitch offered a resolution that a

committee be appointed by the presi-
dent to wait upon a clercierclergymangyman of each
religiousreligions denomination in the city and
request them to attend the convention
each dabin burnandturnand offer prayer at the
opening of the proceedings the rest
oiaola tion was adopted and mr fitch
of salt lake county mr jessejessa NX
smith of iron county and mr thur-
ber of utah chanty were appointed
the committee

several resolutions were adopted with
regard to the order of business and rules
governing the convention

mr fitch offered the following which
was adopted

resolved that the sergeant at armsarmb
be instructed to procure a united states
nagflag hudaud unfurl the same on the flag-
staff in front of this hall during the
sittings of the convention

mr miner of salt lauelake county of-
fered a resolution to be laid on the
table to come up in its order that the
constitution of illinois adopted in 1870
be taken as a basis by this convention
in framing a constitution

mr fitch of saltball lake county offer-
ed a resolution that the constitution of
nevada be the basis for the constitution
to belio framed to be taken up each ddayay
in committee of the whole section by
section for consideration he spoke
in support of the resolution and con-
sidered the constitution of nevada
more aapplicableppilcabIo to utah than that of
illinoisillinosmr farr of weber county moved
that the constitution of Dese rentrell framed
in 16621862 be taken as a basis heke said
that constitution had been acknowledg-
ed by the congressional committee to
whom it hadbad been submitted asaa one of
the best ever framed

mr snow of salt lakeliske county
would rather see a constitution framedframelframed
that would embody the best of all the
existing state constitutions than to
take any bingle constitution as a basis

mr miner presented his resolution
became the constitution of illinoislinolaIl was
one of the last framed and one of the
best he had read

judge haydon sustained mr fitches
xesolution I1

mr J W young of washington
county offered a resolution that a hun

twenty five copies of the con-
stitutionution of deseret of 1862 be printed
forthefor the useube of th8 members of the con-
ventionven tion tabled to come up in order

mr farnsbarrs resolution was read and he
spoke in favor of it

col buel of salthait lake county
thought the constitution just referred
to waswag not the one which should be
taken up by thisthia convention he be-
lieved it would be unwise to dpdo soBO

take utah as she is not csas bhebbb was
ten years ago and frame such a con-
stitutionution as is needed todayto day ifehe agreed
with mr snow that no constitution
should be taken as a basisbagis

mrnir J W young thought there was
no need for much argument onori the
matter he understood that the pioplopro-
position was simply to take some con-
stitutionution as a basis and save the labor
afaofa committee drafting one

mr milner of utah county offered as
an amendment that no constitution be
taken as the basis

colonel akers of salt lake county
objected to any furtherfarther amendments
until the original resolutionoa was acted
upon

mr fitch had not seen the oonaconaconstitu-
tion

titu
of deseret but had no doubt it

was a good one yet it had the odor of
defeat about it

mr johnonjohnson of0 salt lake county
thought all these conflicting resolutions
ought to be referred to a comeomcommittee to
expedite business

mr jennings of salt sake countcountyv
moved as a substitute thatag committee
of seven be appointed to examine the
different constitutions and report which
one should be taken as a basis

colonel buel inquired if the gentle-
man could inform the convention at

i what probable period of time that com-
mittee would be able to getgot through all
the constitutions and report to the con-
vention

con-
tentionyenven tion

majorsmajorS M blairbiair of iron county op-
posed mr jennings amendment

the amendment waswag lost
mr barrsfarrs amendment was put and

lost
mr fitcha resolution was then put

and carried
mr J W youngs motion for the

hrinprinprintingting of copies of the constitu-
tion of deseret was amended the
word nevada being substituted for

deseret and was adopted as amend-
ed

mr fitch offered a resolution for the
appointment of thirteen standing com-
mitteesmit tees adopted

A communication fromhrom the county
clerk of salt lake county was received
announcing that gen P edward con-
nor had declined the election as dele-
gate to the convention on the ground
that be had been and is a resident of
the state of california and conecoueconsequentbent
ly Isia not eligible to serve anandaudW ten-
dering bishis thanks for the confidence
reposed in him as evinced by his elec
tioutiontim

jadee brayden
A

one of the delegates from salt lake
county said

1I move that this convention ad-
journ sine die I1 do not make
this motion with any intention of
throwing a fire brand or disturb-
ing but for the purpose of placing my-
self right with those who sympathize
with me I1 will take this occasion to
say I1 was elected a delegate to this con-
vention without my approbation or
consent and many knowing that I1 wmswes
opposed to the organization of a state
government I1 will also state that I11
hereere return my sincere thanks to those
ladies and gentlemen who honored me
with their suffrages for the position
which I1 now occupy I1 am opposed to
a state government and in favor of
adjournment for these reasons

the people of the territory of utah
have not through the usual american
means of manifesting their wishes vicviz by
public meetings and resolutions petitions
ac declared in favor of a state govern
ment

ad thetho population of utah does not
come up to the standard by the late law of
the united states and asking her admission
in direct opposition to a solemn expression
of congress would be a direct insult to the
lawslawmmaking power and injurious to favor-
able federal legislation in the future

sd thetho sad experience of other states
created without sufficient population has
tataughtugh us that it is wiser to remain a care
ffullyal y cared ifonifor ward of the government
tthanhan impose upon ourselves an onerous
burburdenden of taxation which would cripple
our energies and retard the development
of the leading resources of the country

ath this convention is called without
the authority of any lawlayr either territorial
or federal and its action has no other mer-
it than that which pertains to any meeting
of citizens called together to discuss public
measures

heille said he had thus briefly given his
reasons why he was opposed to a state
government and in favor of an adjourn-
ment sine die and would not

i
attempt

furtherfarther to discuss the questionon

to the motion and remarksremarksotof mr
haydon the following reply waswag made
by

i col aitersailers
I1 can baysay with my colleague from

salt lake county that I1 was unexpect-
edly elected to this convention but I1
believe I1 can not go any furtherfarther in ex-
pressing sympathy with the resolution
which he has just offered I1 havehavo
never had an opportunity before of
giving public expression to my views
on the formation of a state government
for this territory it is true I1 have
talked in a privateprivate way to various gen-
tlemen at merentferentIf times and have
always taken caslon to express mynay
most hearty concurrence in the object
for which weare assembled hereherd todayto day
as a convention I1 do not propose to
make a lengthy speech and I1 make
this statement now that I1 may not be
misunderstood but I1 do think a resolu-
tion of this character offered with
written reasons ought to be met with
some counter statements of reasons on
the other side of the question I1 think
I1if any p-eople have ever needed a state
government since the first formation
of the federal union I1 the people of the
territory of utah need one now ap-
plause in the first place it would
give us a fixed and stable government
A territorial establishment is in its
nature qa temporary and transient
affair and there are many defects in
the territorial system of this country
which perhaps might tobe cured but
which bear very heavily on a people
when they have attained a population
sufficient to form a government for
themselvesvea one of the great objects
which I1 have had before my mind in
favoring thetha formation of a state
government for utah laili thatitit would give us at least
a harmonized judiciary and here al-
low me to say that I1 do not undertake
to hold the balance between the fede-
ral and territorial authorities nor dox
undertake to say which are right and
which are wrong I1 only mention the
great fact which we all know that the
time is occupied in wrangling between
these opposing factions and that the
law is absolutely falling into contempt
simply because of the disagreements
between these two great branches
which are appointed to administer the
laws of wethe country I1 esysay the forma-
tion of a state government would give
usug harmony in the judiciary and law
iff buchsuch in itsit very nature that it must
either stand altogether or it will perish
you will all recall at once the nature of
the code of dracodrace which was boruel
that it undertook to punish one hun-
dred and fifty different crimes with the
death penalty and the administrators
of the law seeing that the penalty was
often incommensurate with the crime
fell into the habit of permitting the law
to bend to this un foresee and
finally persons inclined to thetho com-
mission of crime came to calculate upon
the law bending to their case and then
to go beyond that in their calculations
and finally the law itself waswag trampled
under foot simply because it
in its execution where we have in
the judiciary itself proceedings which
bring the law into contempt I1 say that
it is one otof the severest blows that has
ever been given to theteo administration
of law in this country and that we
need a state government in order that
we mayway have an efficient ad ministra-
tion of the laws

but we need a state government for
another reason idoI1 do not sympathize
with this idea that we should remain
the ward of the federal government
andaud be fed at the federal crib and sit
at the federal board and partakevarue of its
bounty I1 tebelievelieve mr president and
gentlemen of the convention that the
formation of a state governgovernmentmontment would
put new life and energy into every chan-
nel of industry in this territory we
do not feel that we arearo half men until
invested with the right of selfseif govern
ment and a territory does not have
that right under the american system
especially this territory agtheas the laws
are administered does not possess that
right applause alstlet us have a state
government let every man be made to
feel that this Isia his government that he
has an interest in it and you will see
altogether a difflerentdifferent kind of life and
energy manifested by the people in eve-
ry department of industry why has
ththisthib great nation prospered asaa it hashaa da-
ring the last three quarters of a century
andaud I1 do not intend to be lengthy on
that point I1 am willing to concede
that the richness of our soil and that
our vast resources have done very much
to make this nation what it is but still
ththeyey do not account for the great growth
of thothe country old as the expression
Is hackneyed as it hashag become it Is still

true that there Is no example ariin the
history of the world of the growth of
a people that bears any proportion to
or that can haba brought into comparison
with the growth and develops nt of
the great republic of the united
states and why is it so I1 say the
richnessrich nessnesa of our soil which Isia perhaps
unexampledand the wealth of our min-
eral resources to which I1 will not un-
dertake to set bounds have done much
to produce thisthib growth but after all
they do not account fully norfor it it
lies in the fact that in this country
every man is a free man make a
state government and let every citi-
zen of this territory feel that he has
an interest inirl it thatthai he is a free man
and we shall witness a growth and de-
velopment of the energies of utah
territory such asaa has been witnessed
in the growth of this great nation
certainly we have a sufficient popula-
tion and during the last decade not a
new state has come into this union
with as large a population as utah
territory has todayto day anandd the law of
congress to which my colleague refer-
red does not bear on the question that
we are considering and will not bear
on it until march 1873 if I1 am not
mistaken hebe refers to the new appor-
tionmenttionment bill which does notnob go into
force until the year 1873 so that there
Is no obstacle in the way of forming a
state government for utah and itif it
were not that I1 should occupy too much
of the time ofbf the convention I1 should
like just herehenehererhener to make an ob-
servation in reference to what is the
foundation of all other objections that
are offered to the formation of a state
government here at this time cries
of go on it Is mr president that
by the formation of a state we are told
the reins of government would at once
pass in the hands of the momormon poo-

i
peo-

pleI1 that we wouldwo aldaid have iroproin sabortfiort a
mormon state and that there is no
way of meeting that difficulty otherI1

than by keeping the territory inia a terr-
itorialritorial condition

bowl belleheliebelieveve that there isis a iolutionsolution
of that whole question that will be
entirely satisfactory on all hands if we
would only address ourselves earnestly
and honestly to the work of forming a
constitution to which we might all
yield a hearty and unanimous concur-
rence you all remember that the

of missouri came into thiathis union
onn what was then called a fundamental
bondicondlconditiontion a compromise offered by mr
clay it was not admitted into the
union on the compromise of 36 SO asaa
it is usually called the compromise
measure of 1820 but it wwas admitted
into the union in the year 181821011 on a

in the congress
of the united states by mr clay
called a fundamental condition which
stipulated that the state of missouri
should not be considered asaa invested
with the rightsrights and dignities of state-
hood uuntiln ti her first leglelegislaturelature by
their solemn publiopublia netact had declared
that no part of her constitutionconstitution should
be soBO construed saas to abridge the rights
of any citizen of the united states
whereupon when the presi-
dent of the united states mada
a proclamation to that effect the state
of missouri was to be considered a state
of the union and not until october
1821 waswag she fully admitted in the
union

now why can not the same bejie done
in reference to utah if there are in-
stitutions here on which congress may
propose to impose a limit why may
they not admit the state on some such
fundamental condition and await the
action of the first legislature of the
state of utah for my part I1 am nobnot
afraid to trust the congress of the
united states to pass upon such an
instrument as we may submit to them
as the fundamental law for the blatestate
I1 must therefore oppose the reresolution
of my colleague from salt lake

col lanelbuel
another of the delegates from salt

lake county made the following re-
marks on the same subject

I1

unlike my colleague from salt lake
county I1 was not unexpectedly elect-
ed to this convention for the moment
I1 saw mynay name onan thetho ticket I1 knewknow I1
would be elected sure laughter
however my name was placed there
without mynay knowledge or consent butbat
mr president I1 am in favor of the
adoption of a state government for
utah for the reason sirbir that I1 believe
it will give usua peace athome and charac-
ter abroad applause

mr fitch stated that before the mo-
tion to adjourn sine die wabwaa put to the
convention he desired to give his views
at some length in reference to the forifor j
mationmatlon ofaof a state government forvor utah


