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which Prophets, Apostles aud right-| really mennt; it- would' cerfainly bojpMin. Petersays concerning them,
cous Mmen have made their theme | presumptuous. on my part to con- | that they might be judged as if
from the ecarliest periods of this|clude tlmt it is sufMciently explicit ‘they were In theflesh, “but live ac-
enrth’s history, viz., the second com- | to bage a decision upon. In regari| cording to God in the spirvit.”” This

ing of Christ, at whieh time will be
developed powers in connectlon with
the grent pringiple 'of the resurree-
tion that nre altogethier beyond our
conception. For then not only will
the worthy doad Le raised, it the
Baints who are alive will be guick-
ened, 8o a3 to cnable them to wmeet
Him in the nir ng He shall deseend
with an jnnumoerable throng com-
posed of those wie have boeu valiant
for the truth in all the nges past, and
havenlrendy received their resurrec-
tlon. Theslgusof the near approach
ol thie coining of onr Bavior are cer-
tainly unmistakable; but the exact
time we cannot defermjne. Bome
Latter-day Salnte have exprossod
themselvos in a very positive inan-
ner upon this point, and have .based
their sayings upon stalemonts made
by Juscph the Prophiet, to,which'we
will refer.

On the foyrtconth dny of February,
1835, the members of Ziou's Camp
nsseqbled in Iirtlaud by the com-
nndment of God and were then ad-
dressd by Joseph Swith, who,
among other things, sald. fit wasthe
will of God that they should be or-
dained to the mninistry. and go forth
to prunc the vineyard for the laat
time, or the comiug of the Lord,
which was igh, even filly -six ycams
should wind,up the scene’”  Alone
thme, Joseph says, he was praying to
know concerning tho coming of the
Bon of Man, when lie heard a voice
repent the followiug wourds: “Joseph,
my gon, i thou Kvest until thou art
elghty-five years old, thou shalt see
the face of thg Bon of Mau; there-
fore let this suftjce, and trouble mo
no more on this matter.”” Joseph
mays concerning this: “I was left
thus in doubt, without heing able to
decide whether this coming referred
to the beginning of the Millennium,
or to some previous appearing, or
whether T should die and thus see
His face. I believe the comlug of
the 8on of Man will not be any
sooner than that titne,”” Had Joseph
lived until Deceniber 28rd, 1880, Le
would then have been eighty-five
yeurs of age. Tho Afty-six ycars
spoken of that shoull wind up the
scene will terminate Februnry 14th,
1891.

While these are very important
sayings, they aro to somo extenf
ambiguous, and require further ex-
planation, i not further revelation,
to make them plain. And when
the Prophet himsel! expresses doubi
upon one of thew, ns to what was

to the fifty-six yeaig just alluded
to might it not Le interproted to
mean that the fulnessof the Goentiles
{should then come inj or does the
expression rofor ondy to themceoud
coming of Christ? Theseare quest
tions I do not feel myrelt competont/
toanswer. Jesus says: ©But of that
dny and hour knowetir no man, no
not the angels lu heaven, but my
Father only.” (Matt. 24: 38.) The
new tranelation says, “Neither the
Son but the Father only.’’

We, come now to the question;
“In the resurrection that will take
place at the second coming of Christ
snything more than a continuation
of the fArst resurregtion, nn! nob
separate frow that which took place
when He Himself carne forth from
the tomb and afterwards??” .. For ajl
our blessings relate to “the first ros-
urrection.””  John says:. ‘iBlessol
and boly is he that hath part. in the
firgt resurrection.” This certainly
refers to all the fithful brgespective
of the time they lived upon :the
eart, JOf  the wicked it is wnid:
“They shall net have part in the
fimt requrrection.’’ We therefore
concludo that the resyrrection at the
second coming of Christ I8 a con-
tinuation of the same resurrection
whiclh took place at s first coming,
and relates to all His faithiul Baints
as well as those who have died with-
out law, Of those who died without
taw previous to Christ’s first coming,
King Mosinh says: “And thus the
Lord bringeth to pass the redemp-
tiun of those, and they shall have

eternul life, belng redecomed of the
Lord.”” The Lord, in spenking to
Joseph in regard to the redemption
of this class of individuals who have
lived and died since the time of our
Bavior, uses the following langunge:
¢ And then slhiall the heathen nations
be redeemed; and they that knew
po Inw shail have partin:the Jdirst
regurrection; and it shall be toler-
able for them.’”” (Doc. and 'Uov,
Hee. xlv, 64.)

Ttie spirits to whom Jesus prenched
after Hig death. ure said to have!
been those who were disohedient In
the days of Noah; :consequently,
they could not have been ignorant
of the law while they lived. Anto
what thiae subsequent o their re-
ceiving the Gospol and the ordinan-
| ces vierriously administered they
were avorthy to be reswirected, the
Beriptures are wilent; hut late rev-
elations makes the subject very

| expression would seem Lo infer that
their resurrection had not taken
place nt-leaat In his days,

The' two 'repurrections spoken of
as distiniet from cach other are
nawneed, one ns “the resurrection of
the just;?” the other as “the resur-
rection of thie unfust.”” The sealing
ordinances whivh we receive relate
to oifr coming forth in the frst res.
urregtion, or the resurrectlon of the
Juat. At Christ’s second coming
| there wonld seem to be n gencral
repurraction of all Maints; for the
revealed to Joseph the foltow-
ing+15And the Bainta that are upon
| the' enrth who arve alive shall be
quickened, and be canght up to
meet Him.”” *‘And they who have
nlept I their graves shall come
forth; for their graves shall be
opened,and they also shall be canght
up to meet Him in the pillar of
henven??  (Doo. and Cov,, sec. 88,
ver; 90—987.) The others who will
receive ‘their resurrection at this
time are thue described, (vers. 99):
“And after this another angél
shall suound, whieh I8 the see-
ond trump, and then comcth the
redemption of those who are Christ’s
at His coming; who have received
their part in that prison which was
prepared for them, that they might
reeeive the gospel, and be judged
acoording to men in the flesh.”?

Thoss whe have to remain are
thus described (ver. 100-101): *“Then
cometh the spiriéa of men who are
to be judged, and ave found under
condenmation. And these are tho

part In the fimst resurrection; br.have | Test of the dead, and they live not

again until the thousand, yenrs are
eonded ; neithier again until the end
of the earth.”

There still remaing another ¢lass,
wlo seern to have ne part either In
the firut or Inst resurrection, at least
toinheritany degretoflglory. When
they are brought up it wili only be o
receive a greater condemnation.
These are also the only ones upon
whom the sccond deatl: shall have
nny power. 'For a full deseription-of
this elars T will refer you to tho
Doc. and Cov., Bee. 74, ver, 31-44,
inclusive. Im another revelation it
is said that ‘‘they vemnin filthy
still.’? Foseph said of theni: ©Thoso
who eommit tho unpardonalle sin
are doomed to Gnolom, to dwell in
hell, worlds withaut end. As they
commit stenes of blundshed in thia
world, 8o they shall rise to that rea-
urrection which is as the lake oif fire
and brimstone. Some shall rise io




