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the people will open their eyes and
sayay seeBee what magnificent turnouts
that man has while all the time he
may be starving in the kitchen these
soldiers are very fine but chile cant
tendstand the expense long this tois true

chile has all told only people
not as many as a number of our amer-
ican states five sixthssixtus of these are
peonsgeons or laborers who pay practically
no taxes and the burden of the mili-
tary establishment comes on but few
the country does not grow in popula-
tion to any extent and its tillable ter-
ritory tois comparatively small it has
however good credit and it has al-
ways promptly paid its foreign indebt-
edness

1I have not yet seen the soldiers of theithe
argentine but I1 doubt whether their
amyfarmy will compare with this for ef-
fective work the chileansChi leans are natur-
al soldierseold lers they would rather fight
than eat and when the call was made
torfor the members of the national guard
between the ages of seventeen and
twenty tobo come to the field torfor the
present drill more than fifty per cent
above the quota asked for applied
business men tell me they could not
bold their employedemployes and that thou-
sandssods were ready to enter the ranks
who could not get in it is said that
chile could put soldiers in the
field within a week and by the reor-
ganization of the national guard ac-
cording to the law of 1896 every chil-
animn from twenty to forty years of age

must serve by this system the fight-
ing force of chile Is now over
and theithe and more young fellows
nowmow in training are under those ages
the argentine militia nd national
guard are more numerous than that of
chile but it is believed here that the
meninen are not auch good soldiers and
that they are anxious to escape service
whilebile the chileansChi leans court it atalt a re-
cent call of troops in the argentine
about half of the number failed to ap-
pear the argentine has about 1000
KW more people than chile but among
these there are tens of thousands of
italians who havebave been warned by
their home government to keep out of
the argentine army there are tens
off thousands of germans who still holdbold
their allegiance to the kaiser and tens
of thousands of english who are out
here to make money and who will not
fight for anything else buenos ayres

lonealone has more than people of
english blood and these have almost
no patriotic regard for the country
here in chile there arere comparatively
few foreigners and every chileancallean is a
papatriot there Is no country of the
world which has so many flagstaffsflagstaffs on
its houses as this and the people are
wild with enthusiasmaam for everything
chilean this Is especially so among
the higher classes the people thorunwho run
the government who own almost all
thehe property and are the leaders in
everything they are as intelligent
dindand as well educated as we are pewfew
vtvf them have any indian blood in them
but they are to a man ready to fight
tar chile

if the war occurs it will be one of the
bloodiest of history it will be fought
with the latest improvements in arms
and with all the savagery of the middle
agosages in the war with peru there was
not much need of hospitals the chil

1 leansinns stabbed the wounded tofco death
their lances or cut their throatsjt

asae they lay on the field I1 havebave toiatold
youu how I1 saw the presidents guard
lancing wounwoundedled dummies in the re

bew I1 imagine that the argentinesArgentines
wald notirot be much better in thisthin reopeoipeet andabid tt will be a war toth the death
it tois hard for one who has notno t seen thechilean peon to understand him hetoin asaa as a knot and he can en-

eape 11 of 0 ardahl ps vehe papMV
on timethe ground for weeksweek att a

stretch and can live torfor months on I1

rations of a handful or so of toasted
flour for his meals he comes offof the I1

best n blood crossed with that
of the bravest indians of this conti-
nent and he will stick to his com-
mander until he falls he seems to
carecafe nothing for life and little torfor pain
and will do the mostmoat foolish things
rather than be thought a coward one
day last week two peonsgeons were drinking
together with a crowd of their fellows
when one said to the other that he I1

thought him a coward you do was
the reply well I1 will show you that
I1 am notnolt would a coward do this
and thereupon he pulled out his knife
and plunged it into his bowels again

landand again 1I will show you that I1
also am not a coward rejoined the
otherather and he began to stab himself
the two men would have soon commit-
ted suicide had not a young priest
rushed in and torn the knives from
their hands and called in the police to
take them to theithe hospital the above
story was toltoldI1 me by a man who saw
the whole affair and hebe said that no
one else but a priest could have stoppedshopped
theithe cutcuttingtang

it is believed that if war occurs it
will be largely naval in order to pre-
vent war it was suggested by some otof
the statesmen here at the time that
the united states was buying up ves-
sels for our fight with spain that both
chile and the argentine give up their
ships to the united states for some-
thing like their cost on the understand-
ing

I1

that the united states would aid
them in easecase of foreign complications
this was also proposed as to theithe chil-
ean navy alone but it never got fur-
ther than the presidents council cham-
ber at this time the united states
made a proposition to chile to buy her
fine armored cruiser whichhashaa just been finished in england but
on account of the danger from the ar-
gentine chile did not dare to sell atpresent chile hashaa an excellent fleet and
one which Is believed here to be tarfar su-
perior to that of the argentine it con-
sistsBI ats of five armor dads five cruisers
eleven gunboatsgun boats and nineteen torpedo
lyoaboatsts it has four destroyers which
were launched in 1896 and all of which
have a speed of more than thirty knotsthe chileansChi leans are excellent sailors andthey have in addition to their navy a
commercial fleet of over vessels of
more than tons each they havetwenty five steamers and they have anenglish steamship line the pacific
steam navigation company whichthey subsidize if there Is a war theremay be a naval engagement near thestrait of magellan but here theithe chileans will have the advantage of a thor-
ough knowledge of the waters theirnavy has sailedballed about there forflor years
and within the last two yearsyeara carefulsurveys have been made of theithe seasabout the horn by the chilean navalofficers chile will there have the ad-vantage of her town of punta arenasas a coaling and supply station theidea expressed by some influential peo-ple here however Is that it will bemuch better for the chilean fleet to goat once to the river platte and to cen-ter lbsita forces on the taking of buenosayres this they believe would meanthe end of the war as buenos ayresayrea isas much the argentine as paris Isprancefrance

if this war occurs it will hardly beconfined to chile and the argentine allof the adjoining countries will probably
be forced to take part peru hateschile with good reabon for chile hastaken the bestbeat of her money producingterritory and has made her bankruptbankrupts

1

she hasbas looted her public buildings andhashaa butchered her people by the tensof thousands the chileansChi leans scraped theperuvian territory as with a fine toothtoot hacomb0mb for things valuable they wipedwipedout and deMolldemolishedshed cities they

destroyed plantations and burned fac
they sacked lima and broughtbro offa

A

away everything of value the booksboas
inn the public libraries the art in themuseumszoological and even the animals in the
zoological gardens were carried to san-
tiago at the end of the struggle chile
demanded the nitrate fields as one of
the prices of peace and she Is now get-
ting a great part of her revenues from
the export duties which she collectsii ap ts s

from what was once peruvian tterritorydecoi t0 ry
bolivia would join peru and the ATar
gentina for much the same rereasons and
also because the boliviansians think as do
also many of the peruvians thetthat if avi

chile is victorious over the Aargentinergentine
she will at once push her concuconquestsests fur
ther north swallow up all of the sounlountries on the west coast and make chile
extend from cape horn to the isthmus
of panama the gentinesargentinesAr on the
other hand fear that brazil will unite
with chile the braziliansBrazi lians and the aran
gentlgentinesnes are old time enemies and thealegn tines despise and hate the braan
lansians t

they fear that in case of war theBbraziliansBrazi lianslans will demand back some of
the territory which president cleveland

1

as arbitrator awarded them in a dig
during his administration and

that in case of a union with chile and
1

their own defeat that the arrarduneAr rUnewould be carved up to suit the rwtwo
one thing that is holding chile back
from declaring war is the large amount
of property in the argentine belbelonging
to foreigners the best things of the
Ar gentines are either mortgaged to or
have been bought by europeans and k t

chile does not see where she could get
enough stuff in the country to pay theexpenses of the war said one of tbthemost influential of the chileansChi leans a nummaa ss

who is very close to the presidentdeatdeit twtme last night if the argentineArgen iTne hiaany available assets we would maae swar at once if there was anything
there that would pay the expenses ofour army we would go in and make it
but there Is not and we dont see where
we can come out whole it is like en
bering into a lawsuit for damages witha pauper he may give you a hardhara
fight and if you succeed you can col
lectelect nothing the argentine has a dedeac J
of almost half a billion gold collatdollars
and it now runs behind some orof
dollars a year with the foreign I1in1I
fluentesfluences against us we would find ttithard to get anything out of the nation

1

should we succeed and should we lose
they would carve us to pieces they
will take the whole of lower chile twfor
themselves and will allow peru nalind
bolivia to have what we captured talaour war with peru
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HE DID NOT COMPLAIN
I1

post there Is a one armedveteran in the treasury department who
had an experience during the war or
the rebellion which may interest gobee
of the heroes of the war of 18981899 ens
arm wass cut off close to the shoulderyour arm have been saved
I1 asked him if modern 1

methods had been known thirty javfiveyears ago
no I1 think not he replied at

least notnoot under the circumstances con-
nected with my case and theathe he
went on to tell me what these circum-stances

crep I1II11 7were his simple storestory MWmadeQ W
such an impression on me that I1 baatwaat
to tell it

1I was shot in the arm about half-
way between the shoulder and the el-
bow said he the bullet comecame outat the elbow shattering the bone bad-
ly and almost pulverizing it at a
place I1 hed a ba tttl
around my arm above the gouniwoi


