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the people will open thelr eyes and'
gay, 'See what magniflcent turnouts
that man has,’ while all the time he
may be starving In the kitchen. These
soldiers are very tine, but Chile can't
stand the expense long.” This is true.
Chile has all teld only 3,000,000 people,
not as mary as a number of our Amer-
{fean states. Five-sixihs of these are
peons or laborers, who pay practically
no taxes, and the burden of the mill-
tary establishment comes on but few.
The country does not grow im pupula-
tion to any extent, and its tillable ter-
ritory 18 comparatively small. It has,
however, good credit, and it has al-
ways promptly pald its foreign indebt-
edness,

I have not yet seen the soldiers of the
Argentine, hut I doubt whether thelr
army will eompare with this for ef-
fectlve work. The Chlleans are natur-,
al soldlers. They would rather fight
than eat, and when the call was made
for the members of the national guard
between the” ages of seventeen and
twenty 0 come to the fleld for the
present 4arlll more than fifty per cent
above the quota asked for applled.
Buslpess men tell me they could not
bold their employves, and tha! thou-
sands were ready to enter the ranks
who could not get ln. It !s sald that
Chjle eould put 150,000 soldlers in the
field within a week, and by the reor-
gantzation of the natlonal guard ac-
cording to the Paw of 1396, every Chil-
ean from twenty to foriy years of age
must serve. By thls sysiem the fight-
ing force of Chile 1s now over 432,000,
and the 20000 and more young fellows
now in tralning are under those ages.
The Argentine mllitla and na‘lonal
gtrard are more numerous than that of
Chite, but It [s beljeved here that the
men Are not.Such good soldlers, and
that they are anxious to escape service,
while the Chileans court It. At a re-
cent ocall of troops In the Argentine
about half of the number falled to aj.-
pear. The Argentine has about 1.000,-
000 more people than Chlle, but among
these there are iens of thousands of
Italiana who thave been warned by
thelr home government to keep out of
the Argentlne army. There are tens
ot thousands of Germans who sill hold
thelr alleglance to the khiser, and tens
of thousands of English who are out
bere to make money and who will nat
fight for anything else. Buenos Ayres
alone has more than 100,000 people of
Engllsh blonotd, and these have almost
no patriotle regard for the country.
Here In Chlle there are comparatively
few forelgners and every Chllezan Is a
patriot, There i3 no country of the
world which has so many flagstaffs on
ita houses as this, and the people are
wild with enthusiasm for evervthing
Chilean, Thls 13 especlally so ameng
the hizher elamaes, the people who“run
the government, who own almoast all
the prnperty and are the leaders In
everything. They are as 1intelllgent
and as well educated as we are. Few
of them have any Indlan blood In them,
but they are to a man ready to fight
for Chlle.

If the war occurs it will be one of the
.bloodlest of history, It will be fought
with the latest Improvements in arms
and with all the savagery of the middle
ages, In the war with Peru there was
not mueh need of hospltals. The Chll-
-eaps stabbed the wounmied to death
with thelr lances or cut thelir throats
as they lay on the fleld, I have told
you how I saw the presldent's guard
lancing wounded dummies in the re-
view, I imzagine that the Argentines
would not be much better in this re-

anept, And it will be a war to the death.
It !a hard for ope who has pnot seen the
Chllean peon to understand him. He
1s as tough 23 a knot, and he can en-
dure all sorts of -ardships. He can
#leep on the ground for weeks at a

—

stretch, and can

flour for his meals. He comes of' the
best Castillan blood creased with that
of the bravest Indians of +this contt-
nent, and he will stlek t¢ his com-
mander until he falls. He seems to
care nothing for life and little for paln,
and will @0 the most foolish things
rattier than be thought a coward. One
day last week two peons were drinking
together with a ecrowd of thelr fellows,
when one sald to the other that he
thought him a coward. "You do,”” was
the reply, “Well, I wllt show you that
I am not. ¥Would a coward do this?”
And thereupon he pulled out his knife
and plunged it into hils bowels again
and agaln. “I will show you that I
also am not a coward,” rejoined the
other, and he began to atab himself.
The two men would have soon commit-
ted sulcide had not a young priest
rushed in and torn the knlves from
thelr hands and called in the police to
take them to the hospltal. The above
story was told me by a mran who saw
the whole affalr, and he sald that no

one else but a priest could have stopped,

the cutting.

It i3 believed that If war occurs It
will be largely naval. In order o pre-
vent war it was suggested by some of
the statesmen here at the ‘time that
the United States was buylng up ves-
sela for our fight with Spaln, that both
Chile and the Argentine glve up their
ships to the Unlted Sprates for some-
thlng ltke their cost on the understand-
ing tha! the United States would aid
them In caae of foreizn complleations.
This, was also proposed as to the Chil-
ean navy alope, but it newver got fur-
ther than the president’s counctl eham-
ber. At thls {ime the Tnited States
made a4 proposition to Chlle to buy her
fine armored crulser O'Hlgglns, which
has just been finlshed in England, but
on account of the danger from the Ar-
gentine, Chile did not dare to sell. At
present Chile has an excellent fleet, and
one which |13 believed here to be far su-
perlor to that of the Argentine. It con-
slsts of five armor clads, flve crulsers,
eleven gunboats and nlneteen torpedo
boats. It has four destroyers, whieh
were launched In 1896, and all of which
have a speed of more than thirty Knots,
The Chlleans are execellent sallors, and
‘they have In additlon to thelr mavy a
commercial fleet of over 150 vessels of
more than 100 tons each. They have
twenty-flve steamers, and they have an
English steamship line, the Paclfic
Steam Navigation company, which
they subaldize. If there I3 a war there
may be a naval engagement near the
Stralt of Magellan, but here the Chlle-
ans will have the advantage of a thor-
ough knowledge of the waters. Thelr
navy has salled ahou! there for years,
and within the last two years careful
urveys have been made of ithe seas
about the Horn by the Chllean naval
officers. Chlle will there have the ad-
vantage of her town of Punta Arenas
&3 a coaling and supply statlon. The
1dea expressed hy sgme Influential peo-
ple here, however, Is thaf it wil] be
miuch better for the Chilean fleet to EO
at once to the rlver Platte and to cen-
‘ter Iis forces on the taking of Buenoe
Ayres. This they belleve would mean
the end of the war, as Buenos Ayres is
as much the Argentlpe as Paris
Frl':ncl:e].

this war occurs It will hard} e
confined to Chile and the Argentln:r. }?ll
of the adjolning countrles will probahly
be forced to take part. Peru hates
ChHe with good reaaon, for Chile has
tnke_n the best of her money producing
territory and has made her bankrupt,
She has looted her public bulldings and
has butchered her people by the tens
of thousands. The Chlleans Bcraped the
Peruvian territory as with a fine tooth
comb for things valuable. " They wiped
out vilages and demolished citles. They

liwe for monihs on‘
-rations wf a handful or so of toasted
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destroyed plantations and burned fac-
tories. They sacked Liraa and brouzht
| away everything of value. The bonks
in the public litraries, the art in the
museums and even the animals in the
zoological gardens were carrled to San-
;tjago. At the end of the struggle Chile
demanded the nitrate flelds as one of
the prices of peace and she s now get-
ting a great part of her revenues from
, the export dutles which she gollacts
‘from what was once Peruvian territory.
| Bolivia would joln Peru and the Ar-
gentina for much the same reasgns and
,2lso because the Bolivians think as deo
also many of the Peruvians that [
Chile Is vietorious over the Argentine
she will at once push her conquesta fur-
ther north, swallow up all of the ~oun-
trles on the west coast and make Thile
| exténd from Cape Horn to the Isthmus
of Panama. The Argentlnes on the
other hand fear that Brazll wil] unile
with Chile. The Brazillans and the Ar-
gentines are old time enemles, and the
Aregntines desplse and hate the Brazil.
fans.
They fear that In case of war the
. Brazilians wlll demand back some of
the territory which President Cleveland
as arbitrator awarded them In g dis-
pute during his administration ana
that in case of a union with Chlle and
their own defeat that the Arp--~tine
would be carved up io suit the Two,
One thing that Is holding Chile hack
from declaring war 18 the large amount
of property In the Argentine belonging
to forelgners. The best things of the
Argentines are elther mortgaged to op
have been bought by Europeans, gnd
Chlle does not see where she could get
enough stuff In the country t6 pay the
expenses of the war. Sald one of the
most tnfluential of the Chlleans, a man
who 13 very close to the presideat, to
me last night: "If the ArgentTne hag
any avajlable assets we would maxge
war at once . If there was anytaing
there that would pay the expenses of
our army we would go in and make {t,
but there Is not, and we don't see where
we can come out whote. It {3 like en-
tering [nto a lawsult for damages with
a pauper. He may give you a hard
fight and If you succeed you canm col-
lect nothlng. The Argentine has g dahg
of almost half a billlon gold dollars,
and It now runs ‘behind some millons of
dollars a Year. WIith the forelgn In-
fluences agalnst us we would find it
hard to get anythlng out of the nation
should we succeed, and should we laae
they would carve us to pleces, Thay
will take the whole of lower Chlie fopr
themselves and wlll allow Peru ind
Rollvia to have what we captured in
our war with Peru."
FRANK G. CARPENTER.

HE DID

Chiicago Post: There i3 a one-armed
veteran in the treasury department who
had an experience during the War of
Lthe Rebellion which may interest some
of the herces of the war of 1893, Hia
arm was cut off close to the shoulder.
"Couldn’t your arm have been saved,'
I asked him, "if modern surgical
methods had been known thirty-five
years ago?”

“No, I think not,”” he replled, “at
least not under the circumstances con-
nected wilth my case,” and then he
went on to tell me what these circum-
stances were. His simple story made
such an Impression on me that I want
to tell it.

“I was shot In the arm about half-
way between the shoulder and the el-
bow,” sald he. “The bullet eame out
at the elbow, shattering the bone bad-
Iy and almost pulverizing #t at onae
place. I tled a thandkerchief tightly
around my &rm above the wound to
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NOT COMPLAIN.
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